MONTANA 


Minutes of the 
BILLINGS 


BILLINGS, MONTANA 
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Synod of the Northwest 
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History of First Lutheran Church 


John P. Shannon 


On September 15, 1919 the Rev. W. A. Zundel met with a small 


group of interested Lutherans for the purpose of organizing an English 
Lutheran congregation. From this origin developed the First English 
Lutheran Church in Billings, which was officially organized on May 


16, 1920. Services were in charge of the Rev. C. W. Seville, District 


Field Missionary. 


first building was from the Swedish Binion Church 
early in 1921. Rev. H. E. Reinhardt assumed his duties as the first 
regular pastor of the congregation June 12, 1921. 


Through a well directed program and the generous giving ot time 
and money by the membership First Lutheran moved into its beautiful 
new house of worship on 12th and North 31st Street on May 18, 1954. 
The building was dedicated on September 19, 1954. In May of this 
year the church celebrated its 35th anniversary and at that time dedicated 
four beautiful stained glass windows, two of them memorials. 


The Rev. John P. Shannon is the present pastor. Eight charter 
members of the church still are members of First church. 


This congregation stands high on the list in benevolent contributions 
‘in our synod. 
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DIRECTORY OF SYNOD 


President 
The Reverend Paul e Bichon. D.D., 2310 Stevens ven, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 


Secretary 
T he Reveille George L. Lundquist, 3045 Texas Avenue, Minneapolis 16, Minn. 
Treasurer 
Mr. W. O. Helwig, 2544 North 30th Street, Milwaukee 10, Wis. 
Stewardship Secretary 


The Reverend George B. McCreary, D.D., 2310 Stevens Avenue, ‘Minneapolis 4, Minn. 


Parish Education Secretary 
The Reverend Clarence B. Lund, 2310 Stevens Avenue, Minneapolis 4, Minn 


Synodical Missionaries 


The Reverend D. H. Shelhart, 125'%4 Cherry Avenue, Oshkosh, Wis. 
The Reverend Robert L. Bartsch, 5676 N. 33rd Street, Milwaukee 9, Wis. 
The Reverend Merle Franke, 3825 25th Avenue S., Minneapolis 6, Minn. 


CONFERENCES 
Central 


a th Reverend Theodore S. Rees, 1407 Margaret Street N. E., North St. 
aul inn. 
Secretary: The Reverend H. E. Peterson, 1625 W. Old Shakopee Road, Minneapolis 


20, Minn. 
Wisconsin 


President: The Reverend A. G. Streich, 5226 W. Burleigh Street, Milwaukee 10, Wis. 
Vice President: The Reverend C. A. Puls, D.D., 1021 University Avenue, Madison 5, 


Wis. | 
Secretary: The Reverend I. R. Kraemer, 2612 W. Auer Avenue, Milwaukee 6, Wis. 


Western 


_ President: The Reverend F. J. Clark, 126 S. Sixth Street, Livingston, Mont. 
Secretary: The Reverend Eugene Hasselquist, 317 13th Street, Great Falls, Mont. 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS 


The president, secretary and treasurer of the Synod. 

The presidents of the Conferences. | 

Mr. Elmer Scheuerman, 5821 Park Avenue, Minneapolis 17, Minn. 
Judge Ronold Drechsler, 2828 N. 73rd Street, Milwaukee 10. Wis. 
_ Mr. Theodore Stump, Livingston, Mont. 


NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


| Board of Directors 

The Reverend H. T. Rasmussen, D.D., President... _.... Term expires 1957 
Rove Wm. Nisbling... Term expires 1957 
The Reverend George B. McCreary, D. D Term expires 1956 
W. Treasurer... Term expires 1956 


The Reverend Paul E. Bishop, Ex Officio 
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The Reverend J. H. Dressler, D.D., President and Professor of Practical Theolog 
The Reverend P. H. Roth, D.D., President Emeritus and Professor of Historical 


Billings 


ogy. 
The Reverend J. J. Raun, Ph.D., Dean and Professor of Systematic Theology. 


The Reverend W. H. Cooper, Professor of Old Testament. 
The Reverend A. C. M. 


The Reverend Bryce W. Shoemaker, Ph. D., Professor of New Testament. 


hlen, Ph.D., Professor of Ethics and Comparative Religion, 


The Reverend David Belgum, Ph.D., ‘Associate Professor, Department - Practical 


Theology. 
DIRECTORS. OF CARTHAGE COLLEGE 
The Reverend Archie Campbell . Term 
The Reverend Garrett F. Genszler............. Term 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

Term 
The Reverend G. Wm. Gentszler............. Be Term 
Term 
Term 
The Reverend F. R. Ludwig Term 


Mr. 


expires 
expires 
expires 


expires 


expires 
expires 
expires 
expires 
expires 


expires 


expires 
expires 


COMMITTEE ON YOUTH AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ~ 


The Reverend G. H. Gerberding .... . Term 
The Reverend Robert Anderson......... Term 


Sister Vernetta Kunkel 


_ STANDING COMMITTEES 


On Reception of Congregations 


The Reverend I. R. Kraemer, Chairman 
The Reverend E. L. Hasselquist 


_ The Reverend A. A. Zinck, D.D., Chairman 


The Reverend J. W. Rilling, D. D. 
The Reverend J. F. Marlatte, D.D. 


The Reverend F. A. Marks, Chairman 
The Reverend M. M. Teske 


expires 
expires 
expires 
expires 
expires 
expires 
expires 


expires 


expires 


The Reverend C. W. Fagerlin 
The Reverend D. H. Shelhart 


The Reverend J. P. Shannon 
The Reverend B. J. Stecker 


The Reverend K. W. Brocihase 


1956 
1957 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1959 


2 
expires 
expires 
expires 
expires 
expires 
expires | 
1956 
1956 
1 956 
1957 
1957 
1957 
| 1957 
| 1958 
1958 
1958 
iss: 
1958 
1958 
| 1958 
1997 
| 1957 
1957 
bag 1956 
«1956 
1956 


ngs 


Budget 


. Mr. W. O. Helwig, Chairman The Reverend G. B. McCreary, D.D. 
Mr. J. Jensen The Reverend H. T. Rasmussen, 


Statistician 
on. The Reverend Skuli Sigurgeirson 
Historian 
_ The Reverend Paul L. Roth 


57 Necrologist 
57 | | The Reverend W. H. Clement 


59 Ar chivist 
4 APs The Reverend W. H. Cooper 


Liturgical 


6 The Reverend Robert Girod, Chairman ———~__~—«s The Reverend David Wasgatt 
6 The Reverend L. L. Stine 


Exhibit 


)7 The Reverend R. L. Bartsch. Chairman The Revestnll James Wilch 


| Reverend David Roth 


8 Social Missions 
8 The Reverend Finn Hansen, Chairman The Reverend H. N. Stoffel 


The Reverend Carl Oslund The Reverend A. W. Malin 
| | The Reverend Wilbur C. Currens 


Foreign Missions 


The Reverend L. G. Glontiais. Chairman The Reverend Marlin Evenson 


The Reverend Lloyd Zaudtke Mrs. W. S. Chandler 
Mrs. .Carl Fagerlin 


Students in Non-Lutheran Schools 


The Reverend R. R. Doering, Chairman _ Dr. Harvey Uber 
' The Reverend F. A. Berg The Reverend E. A. Day 


SST Go oo co 


Students for the Ministry 


The Reverend Arno Martin, Chairman "The Reverend C. F. Burmeister - — 


The Reverend C. B. Lund Dr. L. V. Downing 


Ministerial Pensions 


The Reverend A. O. Frank, D.D., Chairman The Reverend D. A. Myers 
The Reverend C. J. Clement 


Transportation Secretary 
The Reverend P. L. Wetzler, D.D. 
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Billings 
MINUTES 
of the Sixty-Fifth Annual Convention 


The sixty-fifth annual convention of the English Evangelical Luther- 
an Synod of the Northwest was held in First English Lutheran Church, 
Billings, Montana, the Rev. John P. Shannon, pastor, beginning with 
the service of Holy Communion on Tuesday morning, May 24, 1955, 
at 10:45 o'clock. 

President Paul E. Bishop preached the sermon, using as his text, 
Luke 24:44-49. 

The Rev. George Le Lundquist conducted the confessional service. 
The Rev. Amos G. Streich, the Rev. Theodore S. Rees, the Rev. Forrest 
J. Clark and the Rev. John P. Shannon conducted the service of Holy 


Communion. 


President Bishop lorinbily opened the convention according to the 


prescribed order. 
The convention adjourned at 12:30 p.m. for lunch. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BILLINGS, MONTANA 
May 24, 1955, 2:00 p.m. 
The Rev. Donald Gustafson conducted the devotional service. 
President Bishop called the convention to order at ‘2:15 p.m. 
The Rev. John P. Shannon extended greetings and introduced Mr. 
Clyde Howard, of the Billings Chamber of Commerce; Mr. Clark 


Dobbins, vice president of the congregation; and Mrs. Shannon, each 


of whom also welcomed the convention. 
Pastor Harold Stoffel on behalf of the Synod replied to the greetings. 


Pastor Robert E. Fellows presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


Your Committee on Credentials reports that 102 lay delegates are present and have 


been registered and that 128 pastors have registered their attendance at this conven- _ 


tion. 
These figures indicate that a quorum is present. 


Respectiully submitted, 
(Signed) ROBERT E. FELLOWS, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 
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1955 


ROLL OF SYNOD 


Entered 


PARISHES 


PASTORS Ordained Synod DELEGATES | 
a. P. 1904/1904 
H. Gop 1905|}1905|Mrs. Wm. H. Gable 
Edwin F. Marker* 
uC. Rex” 1914/1914] | 
J. FP. D.D. 1914/1920|M. H. Kirkeby 
Edwin Moll, D.D.f 191411940 
R. H. Gerberding, D.D. 11915)1922 
1916}1916 
Edward R. Wicklund ....... 1917/1917/J. Harold Oliver 
Joseph M. Ramseyf ....... 
Ewald L. Ewald L. Moerke 
| Gaylord Loehning 
A. A. Zinck, D.D., §.T.D. . Miller 
Webster H. Clement ....... 1918/1918|/Mrs. W. H. Clement 
Charles W. Hornburg* 1918/1941 
Paul L. Wetzler, D.D. ..... 1919/}1923|Lambert Molacek 
R. R. Dosing: ...... {1921]1921/Emil F. Riechers 
Win, Mi 1921;1921|Lester Van Pieterson 
George C. Koehler ... 1921|1945 
Milton A. Maker ......... T. Sandgren 
Harold N. Stoffel 1925/1925/|Frank Hayek 
Dwight H. Shelhart 1926|1926 
Herbert J. Motz-kusf 1926/1926 
Chacies A: 1926/1940 
Kenneth A. Hurst, D.D. 1926/1941|Mrs. Kenneth Hurst 
Al Stauss 
Emil Neuhardt 192711927 
192711927) Thomas T. Terry 
. 1928/1928|Mrs. I. R. Kraemer 
avid ........: 1928/1928 
192811941 
Garrett F. Genszler*.... 1929|1949 
Theodore Rees ....... J. Berends 
Christian T. Breest ..... 1930}1930/Ovid C. Hardy 
John W. Rilling, D.D...... Carlson 
| | Clarence E. Roe 
Dorrance N. Jensen 1931/1931 : 
George B. McCreary, D.D. 1931/1931 
1931/1946|John Koran, Jr. 
George E. Moeller*........ 1932/)1948 
Paul F. Obenauf...... A. Burmeister 
1932;1953 
L. Glenn Cloninger 193311933/Mrs.'L. Glenn Cloninger 
Frederick R. Ludwig* 1933/1953/Dr. Joseph E. Hoffman 
Harold T. Rasmussen, D.D.. 1934'11934/William G. Spencer 
Harold W. Gruhn 1934/1934|/Harvey Brown 
Clarence Lead 1934/1954 
Harold E. Carlson ........ 1935/1935/Harry Wahl 
George M. Overdier ...... 1935}1942|Mrs. G. M. Overdier 
1936/1936|Mrs. Carl A. Almer 
John E. Dehaan........... 1936/1950|Malcolm Mitchell 


Andrew, Mahtomedi, 


Retired, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Retired, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Holy Trinity, Tabor, Minn. 

Prof., Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Retired, Orlando, Florida 

Retired, Maitland, Florida 

Retired, St. Paul, Minn. 

Retired, Beloit, Wis. 

St. Peter, Janesville, Wis. 
Faith, St. Paul, Minn. 
Redeemer, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Board of Foreign Miss.ons 


Board of American Missions 


No Parish, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Prof., Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Minn. 

No Parish, E. Aurora, N. Y. 
Incarnation, Milwaukee, Wis. 

St. Paul, Neenah, Wis. 

St. Paul, Neenah, Wis. 

Redeemer, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Faith, Winona, Minn. 

Pine Lake Camp, Waupaca, Wis. 
Our Saviour, Fond du Lac, Wis. 
Whitnall Pk., Hales Corners, Wis. 
Salem, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Disabled, Winona, Minn. 

President and Treasurer of Synod 
Prof., Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 
First, Platteville, Wis. 

St. Matthew, Wauwatosa, Wis. 


Retired, Eau Claire, Wis. 


First, West Allis, Wis. 

No Parish | 
Reformation, St. Paul, Minn. 

Holy Trinity, La Crosse, Wis. 
Synodical Missionary, Oshkosh, Wis. 
St. Mark, Jefferson, Wis. 

Luther Memorial, Madison, Wis. 
Holy Communion, Racine, Wis. 
Holy Communion, Racine, Wis. 
Prof. Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Atonement, Beloit, Wis. 

Zion, Horicon, Wis. 

Resurrection, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Pentecost, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Medicine Lake-Faith Lilac Way, Minne- 


apolis, Minn. 
Resurrection, Milwaukee. Wis. 
St. James, Savage, Minn. 
First, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
No Parish, Tucson, Ariiz. 
Trinity, West Bend, Wis. 
St. Mark, North St. Paul, Minn. 
Bay Shore, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Peter, Milwaukee, Wis. 
John, Minneapolis, Minn. 


St. John. Minneapolis, Minn. 

Bethel, Muskego, Wis. 

Stewardship Secy., Minneapolis, Minn 

Atonement, Racine, Wis. 

Chaplain, U. S. Air Force 

Chaplain, Waltham, Mass. 

Wooddale, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Atonement, Racine, Wis. 

St. Luke, Waukesha, Wis. 

Lake Park, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Richfield, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Redeemer S. S., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Parish Education Secy., Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Holy Trinity, St. Paul, Minn. . 

St. John, Phillips, Wis. 

Mineral Point-Darlington, Wis. 

Rocky Boy Indian Mission 

Faith, St. Paul, Minn. 

St. John, Mound, Minn. 


*Excused from all sessions. 


**Excused from one or more sessions. 


tAbsent without excuse. 
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Billings 


Batered 


J. Woodrow Jacobson 
Finn H. Hansen 
Janis H. Dzirnist 
Arthur B. Midland 
G. Wm. Genszler 
Paul L. Graf, D.D 


. Brockhaus 
Paul L. Lewis* 
George W. Forell, Th.D.*._.. 
Edgar A. Anderson 
William B. Downey 
Erling W. Rabe 
Marvin R. Moll 
Wilbur C. Currens* 
. Peterson 
John D. Roth 


Franklin C. Heglund 
Archie N. Campbell 
Wesley H. Gallup** 
John H. Simonds* 
Trevor Sandness 
Robert B. Anderson 
Robert A. Bartels 
Merle G. Franke 

John H. Gerberding 
Carl E. Oslund 


Victor K. Wrigley 
Lloyd W. Zaudtke 
Gordon O. Lindemann 
George L. Lundquist 
Norman B. Nelson 
Louis E. Ulrich 
Forrest J. Clark 
George P. Crist 
Frank J. Maver 
Arnold P. Moede* 
Kariton W. Wagnert 
Clarence G. Schnorr 
William S. Dion 
Marlin G. Fvenson 
Fugene L. Hasselauist 
Jerome C. Jackson 
Emerson Jury . 
Robert F. Kuglert 
Frederick A. Marks 
Eden Nicholast 
James W. Primley 
~ Edward A. Day 
Robert L. Bartsch 
Lloyd W. Franke 
Robert M. Law* 
Donovan A. Myers 
Olin S. Nordslettent 
John H. Schulz 
William W. Williams 
Warren Z. Hostt 
LeRoy B. Futscher 


George H. Gerberding 
Robert W. Girod 

Arthur R. Tingley* 
V. Strautmanis 
S. J. Sigurgeirson 
James D. Bartsch 
George E. Dressler. 
Douglas E. Erickson* 
Rodney V. Hansen 
Ingolf B. Kindem 
Arno D. Martin 
Frank O. Vavrin* 
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1939 
1940 
1940 


wae 


1941 
1941 
1941 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1943 
1943 
1943 
1943 


11944 


1944 
1944 


1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
11945 
1945 
1945 
11945 

1946 
11946 
1946 
1946 
1947 
1947 
1948 
1948 
1948 


1948] 
194811949)Mrs. Carl Hadland 
1948hioaeiMes. Howard A. Rice |Grace, Alden, Minn. 
194811948]Vernon Knoff 
1194811948/Richard Still 
11949!1949]Henry Bergerson 
11949]1949|David S. Johnson 


1939)1939 
193911943 


11943 
3 


1944 
1944 


1954] 


11952 


1951 
1940 


1940 


1941 
1950 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1954 
1943 
1943 


1943; 
1944 
1944 
1944 
1953 


1953!Mrs. S. J. Sigurgeireon 


Mrs. George E. Dressler 


M. L. Frick 
Martin J. Beaumont 
1945/E. D. Skow 


1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 


1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 


1946 
1946 
1951 


1947 


1947 Car Gilbert 


1948 


1948|Roy A. Thompson 


1954] 
1948 


Harold Jensen, Sr. 


Melvin Kohorn 
1940/Willard Schueffner 
Walter Gluesing 
E. H. Scheuermann 


1941 [Dean V. Roebken 


Mrs. E. A. Anderson 
Harry Allen 

Walter Adams | 
Emanuel Pederson 
Miles Sloniker 


Vincent L. Anderson 


Otto Lundstrom | 
[Raymond Koester 


Ordained Synod DELEGATES Sea PARISHES | 
Jobe FP. Shenton... ....... 1938/1938iClark Dobbins First, Billings. Mont. 
Charles F. Burmeisterf.... . 1938'1938 St. James, Marinette, Wis. 


Grace, Kenosha, Wis. 

Lutheran Welfare Society of Wisconsin 

Bagley-Cassville, Wis. | 

Washington Park, Milwaukee, Wis. 

First United, Sheboygan, Wis. - 

Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Advent, Cedarburg, Wis. 

Foreign Missionary, Africa 

Professor, Iowa City, Ia. 

St. John, Beaver Dam, Wis. 

Fox Point, Milwaukee, Wis. 

St. John, Oshkosh, Wis. 

St. John, Stacy, Minn. 

Lutheran Welfare Society of Minn. 

St. Luke, Oxboro, Minn. 

aplain, U. S. Armed Forces 

Trinity, Kenosha, Wis. 7 

Prof., Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Grace, Deephaven, Minn. 

Polar-Pearson, Wis. 

St. Paul, Neenah, Wis. 

Itinerant Missionary, Wis. 

St. John, Duluth, Minn. 

Mt. Zion, Wauwatosa, Wis. 

Salem, Albert Lea, Minn. 

Foreign Missionary, Malaya 

St. Paul, Red Wing. Minn. 

Trinity, Appleton, Wis. 

Nativity, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Chaplain. U. S. Armed Forces 

Reformation, Calhoun, Wis. 

Foreign Missionary, India 

Jackson Park, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Bethlichem, Portage, Wis. 

St. Timothy, Menasha, Wis. _ 

No Parish, Kenosha, Wis. 

St. Jchn, Fargo, N. D. 

Epiphany, Milwaukee, Wis. - 

Holy Trinity, Superior, Wis. | 

Epiphany. Migneapolis, Minn. 
eformation, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Bethlehem, Billings. Mont. 

Synodical Missionary, Minneapolis, Minn. | 


Mrs. John H. Gerberding|Holv Cross, Menomonee Falls, Wis. 


St. Mark, Grand Forks, N. D. 


Gethsemane, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Trinity, Long Lake, Minn. — 

St. Andrew, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Prince of Peace. Minneapolis, Minn. 


1194911949|Mrs. Norman B. Nelson|Redemption, Milwaukee, Wis. 


1194911949/Henry Matthews 
11950!1950]J- N. Buehling 


1195011950! 
P. Merrill 
1195011950! 
11950119511 
1195011954! 
1195111951 


C. Kerr 


Urs. Donovan A. Meyers|First, Cannon Falls, Minn. 
Mrs. E. Luebke 
John H. Schulz 
1952/1952/E. W. Peterson 
1195211952 
195211952 


11951119511 
1195111951 
195111951 
1951/1951 
1951/1951 
1195111951 
1951/1951] 
1951]1951| 
1952/19 
1195211952 
1952 
1195211952 
1195211952 
1952/1952 


Ed Christenson 
)Mrs. William S. Dion [Hope, Minneapolis, Minn. _ 

Mrs. Marlin G. Evenson!|Gjenburn, Lansford, Eckman, N. D. 
jMelvin Jenkins 


Robert Zimmerhakel 


Mrs. H. A. Sauleen 
52!Ferd Erickson 


Lake of the Isles, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Redeemer, Livingston, Mont. 
Bethlehem. Durham, Wis. 

St. John, Killdeer, N. D. 

Missionary, Liberia 


Emmanuel, Menominee, Mich. 


St. John, Great Falls, Mont. 

Our Saviour, Appleton, Wis. 

Mission Organizer, B.A.M. 

Mound’s View, St. Paul, Minn. 

ICalvary, Two Rivers, Wis. 

No Parish, Springfield, | 
oly Communion, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Ascension, St. Paul, Minn. . 
ynodical Missionary. Milwaukee, Wis. 

IMt. Olivet, Minot, N. D. 

oreign Missionary, India 


(Trinity, Ft. Atkinson, Wis. | 
IBethany. Wisconsin Dells. Wis. 
Mark’s, Minneapolis. Minn. 
INo Parish. Milwaukee. Wis. 
Waterloo-Marshall, Wis. 


*Excused from all sessions. 


**Excused from one or more sessions. +Absent without excuse. 


iid | 
Richard A. Gaensien ...... 
Wilbur E. Wicklund*....... | 
Warren F. Zemlickt ....... 
Robert C. Schmidt* . 
| | Orval Pekel 
Howard A. Rice | 


1955 


Entered 
PASTORS Ordained Synod DELEGATES PARISHES 
Jerome 1952/1952 Chaplain, U. S. Armed Forces 
1953/1953) Martin Luther, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Robert E. Fellows ......... 1953}1953|Mrs. H. F. Zipperman |United, Butte, Mont. 
Milo W. Gerberding*........ 1953/1953\|John S. Quigley Cross of Christ, St. Louis Pk., Minn. 
Alan J. Henderson.......... 1953/1953|Wm. Sauey St. Paul, Baraboo, Wis. | 
Henry B. Kleinertf ........ 1953/1953 Luther Memorial, Madison, Wis. 
1953/1953 Resurrection, Green Bay, Wis. 
Roy 195311953 Faith, South Beloit, Ill. 
Waldemar H. Nelson ....... 195311953|Werner W. Schaerff St. Stephen, Monona Village, Wis. 
P. Frederick Opem*..... . .{1953}1953 Redeemer, Hartford, Wis. 
maioh C. 1953|1953|Almer Stene St. James, Columbus, Mont. 
1953/1953|Mrs. Lester L. Stine |Our Redeemer, St. Paul 
1953/1953 St. John, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Wayne H. Wickoren**...... 195311953 Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dini . . 1195311953 Holy Communion, Racine, Wis. 
Jame 1953|1953|Arno Huff Faith, Walworth, Wis. 
John W. Anderson*......... 195411954 : Foreign Missionary, Liberia 
Rickard 195411954|Thomas Temme Bethel, Poynette, Wis. 
Donald L. Gustafson........ 1954/1954 St. Mark, Fargo, N. D. 
Joha G. 195411954|Mrs. Diana Lee Metzker of Glory, Pinewood, St. Paul, 
inn. 
We 1954/1954 Redeemer, Milwaukee, Wis. 
David H. Samuelsont....... 195411954 No Parish, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Robest 195411954|Mrs. Cecil Anderson |Swanburg-Crosslake, Minn. 
Ronald L. Zaudtke*........ 1954/1954 Foreign Missionary, Argentina 
Luther H. Jacobson. .... .1195511955/Otto Voeks Immanuel, Baileys Harbor, Wis. 
195511955\|John Koestner Atonement, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Mowerd 195511955{Alvin Tollefson Burton, Lancaster, Montfort, Wis. 
meee... C. Halverson Good Shepherd, Spring Park, Minn. 
Rost 195511955 [Lake Park, Milwaukee, Wis. 
195511955|Roy Morehouse Good Shepherd, La Crosse, Wis. 
Kenneth L. Richfield, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Donald F. Riechers ........ 1955)1955 Chaplain, U. S. Air Force : 
Elisworth D. Skow ....... 195511955 St. Luke, Waukesha, Wis. 
Arnold B. Stilwell, Jr........ 1955/1955 Chaplain, U. S. Air Force 
Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis, Minn. 
John O. W. Peterson [Trinity, Lindstrom, Minn. 
3 Trinity, Long Lake, Minn. 
St. John’s Elkhorn, Wis. 
Immanuel, Bathgate, N. D. 


“Excused from all sessions. 


**Excused from one or more sessions. 


tAbsent without excuse. 
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| Pastor Howard A. Ric presented the | 
REPORT OF THE LITURGICAL COMMITTEE 


hai Devotional Services: 


Tuesday afternoon—The Rev. Donald Gustafson 

Galatians 2:16-20; Psalm 103; Hymns 150, 278, 129 
Wednesday morning—The Rev. David Roth 

Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 24; Hymns 294 first tune, 178, 197 second tune 
Thursday morning—The Rev. Robert Weeden | 

Luke 24: 44-49: Psalm 27; Hymns 310, 219 first tune, 230 
Thursday afternoon—The Rev. Robert Schmidt 

Il Corinthians 4:13-18; Psalm 97; Hymns 164, 261, 437 


For Closing Prayers: : 
Tuesday afternoon—The Rev. Arno Martin 
Wednesday morning—The Rev. Gordon Lindemann 
Wednesday afternoon—The Rev. Merle Franke 


Thursday morning—The Rev. John Shannon | 
Your committee reports that all necessary arrangements have been made. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed ) HOWARD RICE, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 

On motion the program of the convention as printed in the pre- 
convention bulletin was adopted. 

It was moved and carried that fraternal greetings be sent to all synods 
of the United Lutheran Church in America assembled in convention 
simultaneously with ours, namely, the New Jersey, Illinois, Pennsyl- 
vania Ministerium, Maryland, Texas-Louisiana and Wartburg Synods. 

By common consent, all members of the Executive Committee were 


granted the privilege of the floor. 


Pastor Irwin R. Kraemer presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RECEPTION 
OF CONGREGATIONS 


The Ciibees on. Reception of Congregations begs leave to submit the following 
report: 

We received application for admittance into Synod from Good Shepherd English 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

This congregation formally came into being under direction of Field Missionary 
Dwight H. Shelhart on Sunday, March 20, 1955, with 125 charter confirmed and 
239 baptized members. 

This congregation has adopted the model constitution and by-laws for congrega- 
tions as recommended and approved by the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
the Northwest and we recommend that it be received into the Synod and that its 
representative be seated as delegate of this convention. 

We received application for admittance into Synod from the Faith Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church of Walworth, Wisconsin. 

This congregation formally came into being on Sunday, May 1, 1955, under 
direction of Field Missionary James Clement with 130 charter confirmed and 216 
baptized members. 

This congregation has adopted the model constitution and by-laws for congrega- 
tions as recommended and approved by the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 

a. the Northwest and we recommend that it be received into the Synod and that its 
representative be seated as delegate of this convention. | 


| 
« 
t 
; 
} 
* 


1955 


We received application for admittance into Synod from the Cross of Glory Eng- 
lish Evangelical ee er Church, Pinewood, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

This congregation formally came into being on February 27, 1955, under direction 
of Field Missionary John Metzker with 176 confirmed and 408 baptized members. 

This congregation in general has adopted the model constitution and by-laws for 
congregations as recommended and approved by the English Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of the Northwest with one omission and one change in the recommended 
by-laws. We recommend that this congregation be received into Synod and that its 
eS be seated as delegate with the following instructions and requests from 
the Syno 

That Section I, Item 3, of the By- lawe reading, “‘At congregational meetings, all 
communing members in good standing shall be eligible to vote; with the exception 
of matters where a minor’s vote is not recognized by civil authority, in which case 
the particular vote will be restricted to those 21 years of age or over,’ be amended 


to read as prescribed in the By-laws of the Model Constitution recommended for con- 


gregations by the Synod. 

We received application for admittance into Synod from Good Shepherd Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, Spring Park, Minnesota. This congregation formally came 
into bein ng on Sunday, April 3, 1955, under direction of Field Missionary Merle Franke 
with 195 confirmed and 338 baptized members. 

This congregation, in general, has adopted the model constitution and by-laws 
for congregations as recommended by the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the 
Northwest with three changes. We recommend that this congregation be received 
into Synod, and that its representative be seated as delegate of this convention with 
the following instructions and requests from the Synod: 

1. That Article VI of the Constitution be amended to conform with the model 


constitution as recommended by the Synod so as to provide for the office of a Benev- 


olence Treasurer. 

2. That Section III, Items 4 and 7 of the By-laws be amended to conform with 
the model by-laws as recommended for congregations by the Synod so as to include 
the Benevolence Treasurer as a member of the described committees. 


We received application from the English Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Stephen | 


the Martyr, Sunrise Park, St, Paul, Minnesota. 

This congregation formally came into being on April 10, 1955, under the direc- 
tion Pe Field pavements John Schumell, with 139 confirmed and 249 baptized 
members. 

This congregation in general has adopted the model constitution and by-laws for 
congregations as recommended by the "English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the 
Northwest. We recommend that this congregation be received into Synod, and that 
its representative be seated as delegate of this convention, with the following instruc- 
oe and requests from Synod: 

That Article III of the Constitution be amended by striking Section 4, reading 

“Afcer two consecutive years of Inactive status a member shall be permanently dropped 
from the rolls of the Church’’ and Section 5 of this article be made Section 4 so as 
to conform with the model Constitution as recommended for congregations by the 
Synod. Section 4 as written is not consistent with Section 1-B of the same Article. 

2. That Article VI of the Constitution be amended to conform with the model 
Constitution as recommended for congregations by the Synod so as to provide for 
_ the office of Benevolence Treasurer. 

3. That Section III, Items 4 and 7, of the By-laws, be amended to conform. with 
the model By-laws as recommended for congregations by the Synod so as to include 
the Benevolence Treasurer as a member of the described committees. 

We received the following request and information from a group of people being 
gathered by Field Missionary Robert L. Bartsch: 


‘At the organization business meeting of Holy Trinity English Evangelical Lu- 


theran —— of West Allis, Wisconsin, held on May 1. 1955, the following action 
was taken: 
_ ‘ ‘WHEREAS this congregation is to belong to the English Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of the Northwest of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the matter of joining the Synod be 
referred to the church council elect with power to act.’ 
“According to that resolution we now act to make formal application for the 
me to become a member of Synod upon formal organization on June 5, 


“A copy of the constitution as it was adopted at our business meeting for formal 
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organization is herewith inclosed. This is a copy of the recommended constitution 
for congregations of the Synod of the Northwest. | 

‘This congregation will formally come into being on June 5, 1955, at the formal 
service of organization with approximately 80 to 90 confirmed and 140 to 160 
baptized members. This congregation being under the leadership at this time of 
Synodical Missionary R. L. Bartsch. 

“We trust your committee on reception of new congregations will see fit to allow 
us to become members of the Synod upon formal organization day June 5, 1955, and 
that you further recommend to Synod that we be received upon our organization day. 
We pray that our relationship will be one of mutual helpfulness and that we can do 
our part as members of Synod to bring many members into God’s Kingdom. 


‘ Very sincerely yours, 


“THE CHURCH COUNCIL ELECT OF HOLY TRINITY ENGLISH 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, WEST ALLIS, WIS. — 


Ernest H. Hoth Marvin C. Wright 
Herbert G. Wegner Harold C. Ganslow 
George Hayes Albert J. Habanek 
Lawrence Graves Clayton J. Osmonson 


_ James Fuller, Secretary’’ 


We neonenmond that this group be received into Seeed as a congregation imme- 
diately upon the date of its formal organization. 
Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) I. R. KRAEMER, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted ad seriatim. 
President Bishop introduced the organizers of these six mission 
churches, their pastors-elect, and their lay delegates. 


Dr. A. A. Zinck requested that Pastor John Shannon present 


The Report of the Examining Committe of the Synod 


The committee met at the Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, on Friday, May 13 at 9:00 a.m., and interviewed the follow- — 
- ing candidates for ordination; | 

1. Jack Lowell Clark, Anember of Grace Lutheran Church, Alden, Minnesota, 
atone of Gustavus Adolphus College and Northwestern Lutheran Seminary, has 
no ca 

The committee recommends that he be ordained upon ‘the receipt and acceptance 
of a call within a year. | 

2. Robert Charles Jacobson, member of Trinity, Kenosha. iiconda, has had two 
years of college, graduate of Northwestern Lutheran Seminary, called to be pastor by 
the Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 

3. Luther Hildahl Jacobson, a member of Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, graduate of 
Augsburg College, Minneapolis, and Northwestern Lutheran Seminary, called to be 
pastor by Immanuel, Bailey’s Harbor, Wisconsin. | 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 

4. Alvin Errol Jenkins, a member of St. John’s adbbeiti Church, Great Falls, Mon- 
tana, a graduate of College of Great Falls (no degree), Northwestern Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary, called to be pastor of Faith Lutheran, Walters, Minnesota. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 

5. Howard Ellis Knox, member of First Lutheran Church, Sheboygan, Wisconsin, 
graduate of University of Wisconsin, and Northwestern Lutheran Seminary. Called 
by Christ Lutheran Church, Lancaster, Wisconsin. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 

6. Charles Lloyd Koester, member of Epiphany Church, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, graduate of St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota, and North- 
western Lutheran Theological Seminary, called to be pastor of Mt. Olive Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Mukwondgo, Wisconsin. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 
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7. Dewaine Kenneth Kolbo, a member of Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
graduate of the University of Minnesota and Northwestern Lutheran Theological 
S sinaty called to be pastor by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Spring Park, 
Minnesota. 

' The committee recommends that he be ordained. 


8. Karl Frederick Langrock, a member of the Christ Lutheran Church, Cannes | 


Hills, Illinois, graduate of the. University of Iowa and Chicago Lutheran Theological 


Seminary, called to be assistant pastor of Lake Park Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, 


Wisconsin. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 

9. Charles Warren Luhn, a member of Atonement Lethecan Church, Racine, Wis- 
consin, graduate of Augsburg College, Minneapolis, and the Northwestern Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, called to be assistant pastor by Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Appleton, Wisconsin. | 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 


10. Jarvie Lee Mattes, a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, Reoleten, rad- 


uate of Lawrence College, Appleton, Wisconsin, and Northwestern Lutheran Semi- 
nary, called by Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church, La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

The cominittee recommends that he be ordained. 

11. Janis Vilhelms Mednis, member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, and a graduate 
of State Teachers College in Latvia and one year in Hamma Divinity School in Ohio, 
graduate of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained upon the receipt and acceptance 
of a call within a year. 

12. James Andor Nelson, a member of Aecueuions: Beloit, Wisconsin, graduate of 
Gustavus Adolphus; graduate of Northwestern or = called to be 
pastor of Calvary Church, Antigo, Wisconsin. | 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. | 

13. Kenneth Lester Nerenz, a member of Gloria Dei, Denver, Colorado, graduate 
of Hamline University and Northwestern Lutheran Seminary, called to be . iate 


_ Pastor by Richfield Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minn. 


The committee recommends that he be ordained. 

14. Marlo Deane Petersen, a member of St. Paul’s tL wtheradl Church, Postville, 
lowa, graduate of Augsburg College, Minneapolis, and Northwestern Lutheran Theo- 
— Seminary, called to be assistant pastor by St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Post- 
ville, Iowa. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 

15. Donald Frank Riechers, a member of First English, Platteville, Wisconsin, grad- 
uate of Carthage College and Northwestern Theological ae called to United 
States Air Force Reserve Chaplaincy, by the English Evangelical utheran Synod of 
the Northwest. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 


16. Karl August Schmidt, a member of St. John’s Lutheran Chrerch: Fargo, North 


Dakota, graduate of North Dakota State College and Northwestern Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary, called to be Mission Organizer in Missoula, Montana. 
‘The committee recommends that he be ordained. 


17. Ellsworth Dean Skow, a member of Nativity Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, 


Wisconsin, graduate of Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio, and Northwestern 
Theological Seminary, called to be Assistant pastor of St. Luke’s, ee Wis- 
consin. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 

18. Melvin Eugene Snodgrass, member of Calvary Lutheran Church, Minines olis, 
Minnesota, graduate of Augsburg, Minneapolis, and of Northwestern Lutheran mi- 
nary. 
The committee recommends that he be ordained upon the receipt and acceptance 
of a call within a year. 

19. Arnold Berton Stilwell, Jr., member of Lake of the Isles, Minneapolis, Minn., 
graduate of Macalester College and Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary, called 
to United States Air Force Reserve Chaplaincy, by the English Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of the Northwest. | 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 

20. Donald Benjamin West, a member of English Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

The committee recommends that, ace the completion of his ‘dian we and 
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from the Seminary; and upon the receipt and 


a of a call within a year, he be ordained. 
Rev. Merle Franke comes with a letter of transfer feoch the Caribbean Synod, 


oine by the Northwest Synod to be a mission oe 


The committee recommends that he be received. 
| ‘submited. 


(Signed) A. A. ZINCK, Chairman 


On motion the report was received and considered ad seriatim. Each ~ 
item of the report was on separate motion adopted. On motion the 
report as a whole was adopted. | ; 


The President announced the appointment of the 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


Credentials 
The Reverend Rohert E. Fellows | The Reverend Richard A. Gaensien 
The Reverend Paul Dumke 
Nominations 
The Reverend A. G. Streich : The Reverend F. J. Clark 
The Reverend T. S. Rees Mr. Henry Bergerson 
| Mr. Roy Thompson 
| Elections—Treasurer 
The Reverend J. E. Dehaan The Reverend Lester Stine 
The Reverend C. J. Clement | Mrs. Howard Rice 
Elections—Board Members | 
The Reverend Marvin Moll The Reverend David Wasgatt — 
The Reverend Bruce Kloese | Mr. G. T. Johnson 
Excuses 
The Reverend Geo. Overdier | The Reverend Paul Kaatrud 
| The Reverend Wayne Wickoren 
President's Report 
The Reverend J. D. Bartsch The Reverend A. N. Campbell 
The Reverend Frank Heglund M. Beaumont 
The Reverend G. H. Gerberding Mr. G. M. Mikkelson 
| | Mr. Louis Domres 
Resolutions 
The Reverend Merle Franke The Reverend F. A. Berg 
The Reverend G. O. Lindemann Mr. Al Stauss 
The Reverend F. A. Marks Le Mr. Otto Lundstrom 
| Minutes 
The Reverend Robt. Girod | | The Reverend Robt. Weeden 
The Reverend David Archie Mr. M. H. Kirkeby 
Travel Expenses 
The Reverend H. W. Gruhn The Reverend LeRoy Futscher _ 
| The Reverend L. Franke 
| Publicity 
The Reverend E. L. Hasselquist The Reverend M. G. Evenson 


Mr. Clark Dobbins 


Pastor Amos Streich presented the report of thé Committee on Nomi- 
nations for members of the Stewardship Committee, for members of 
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the Board of Directors of Northwestern Seminary, for members of the 


Parish Education Committee, and for members of the Board of Directors 
of Carthage College. After additional nominations had been made from 
the floor the nominations were closed and the list of nominees was 


referred to the Committee on Election of Board Members. 


_ Dr. Bishop called Vice President Rees to the chair while he presented 
the 
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


“How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts;:’’ The 65th convention of 


the Synod will be held in one of the new “‘tabernacles’’ of the Lord of Hosts. This 


fact points to the large number of churches, parsonages, and parish houses, built, occu- 


| pied, and rapidly paid for during the last years. These number at least 34 new church 


buildings, 56 new parsonages, 20 parish houses, and 15 major improvements in 


existing buildings. And the end is not yet. Projected major building operations re- — 


ported include 16 churches with estimated cost of $2,505,000; and 13 parish houses 


at estimated cost of $1,065,000. This does not include missions now under organi- 


zation. 


These are the buildings where the Church meets. Here is the setting for the gracious — 


gospel, and the life continuing sacraments. This is ‘‘Bethel,’’ the House of God; and 

with Jacob we acknowledge that ““This is the gate of heaven.’’ How amiable are they! 

And how useful to the Church. 
Time was when Billings, Montana. was just one-half the distance to the western 


boundary of the Synod of the Northwest. That was when Puget Sound was the 


westernmost. border. The formation of the Pacific Synod in 1901 changed this, and 
gave rise to the impression that Montana is the “‘far West.’’ It seems appropriate that 
the 65th annual convention should be held in the westernmost part of Synod, as a recog- 
nition of the importance of the work in this area, and in recognition of the success 
that has attended the efforts of the faithful pastors and people. With the erection of 
the new First Lutheran Church a building large enough to entertain the convention is 


available. Synod met in Fargo in 1941, the 50th anniversary convention. Not since 
_ then has a convention been held in the Western Conference. 


First Lutheran, Billings, was organized in 1920 during a period of Home Mission 
expansion. Missionaries W. A. Zundel and C. W. Seville did the earliest gathering 
and organizing. As has been the experience with many congregations, First Lutheran 
looks back upon years of struggle and hardship. Pastors labored faithfully. People 
clung to the church. By ‘“‘patient continuance in well doing’’ under the blessing of 


God, First Church has prospered in numbers, stability, and housing. Pastorates of 


Stoffel, Cloninger, Baumgaertner, and especially’ the two pastorates of Shannon are 
best known to present members of Symod. Pastor Shannon is a typical enthusiast for 
the salubrious climate and conditions in Montana. He, his family, and his congrega- 


tion along with Bethlehem, sister church, the Rev. Robert Bartels, Pastor, will give the 


65th convention a hearty welcome. _ : 


The Staff | 


Dr. George B. McCreary has completed four years in the office of Stewardship Secre- 
tary. The Rev. C. B. Lund is in his second year as Parish Education Secretary. -Secre- 


tarial help comes from Miss Irene Blakely in the president's office, Mrs. Gerald Peterson _ 


in the Stewardship office, and Miss LaDonna Martin in the Parish Education office. 
The members of the staff have had the harmonious direction and cooperation of the 


_ Executive Committee of the Synod. These men look upon their work with loving 


_ concern, are faithful in attendance at meetings, accept responsibility readily and per- 


form their duties with diligence. 


Carthage College | | 
Appearing in the Report of Carthage College is the resolution of its Board of Directors 
concerned with the relocation of the College. This is the reply of the Board of 
Directors of Carthage College to the action of the Synod of the Northwest, 1954 
Minutes, page 46, “that the Board of Trustees of Carthage College be requested to 
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study the feasibility of the teliscbtion of Carthage College and report to the Committee 
by March 1, 1955.’’ The Committee here mentioned is the College Committee of 
the Synod of the Northwest authorized and instructed by. the 1954 convention. _ 


Evangelism 


The 1954 convention of the ULCA designated 1956 and 1957 for especial emphasis! 
in Evangelism effort. The plan is being put into operation by the Board of Social 
Missions and contemplates an Evangelism effort in every congregation of the ULCA. 
; . A representative of the board will present the program to Synod. It is to be expected 
. that the Northwest should be ready for this special effort; by reason of having had 
two general Evangelism Conferences on its territory; Minneapolis in 1951, and Mil- 
waukee in 1955. The Milwaukee Conference enlisted wide interest and participation by 

our Wisconsin Churches and had many of our pastors for its leaders. 


Salaries 


Out of 118 returns increase in salary is reported by 57 for 1955. Where the salary 

is $4,000 or more per annum, increases were reported by 36; and no increase by 25, 

_ Where the salary is less than $4,000 per annum, increases were reported by 21 and no 

_- increase by 36. Every increase was justified. The misfortune is that so many pastors 
in the lower salary bracket get bypassed when salary increases are made. 


U LCA Amendments 


oer ft : The Toronto Convention of the United Lutheran Church in America produced many 

To ae amendments to be submitted to the synods for action. Copies of the amendments were 
sent ‘to the pastors in April with the request that they be studied by pastor and lay 

_ delegate previous to the convention. It is to be hoped that Synod will take time to 

{ consider the issues in every instance. The proposed amendments derive from the report 
‘. | of the special Commission on Organization of the U.L.C.A. 


Chaplains 


Men on active duty. as Chaplains to the military are: The Rev. John Roth, in 

: France; The Rev. Frank Vavrin, in Korea; the Rev. George Moeller in Pacific; the 

- Rev. Jerome Vavrin, in the States. The Rev. Wilbur Currens performs full time chap- 
laincy service for Minnesota Lutheran Welfare Society; the Rev. Finn Hansen for 

: Wisconsin Lutheran Welfare Society; the Rev. Archie Campbell part time at Veterans — 
‘ Hospital, Fargo, N. D.; the Rev. C. R. Defenderfer part time, Waltham, Mass. 


Stewardship 


Total general benevolence in 1954 rose to $684,425; an increase oe $96,281. We 
have reason to be continually thankful that God has enabled our people to increase 
in “This Grace Also.’’ There is satisfaction in knowing that whereas the United 
Lutheran Church expected $355,471.00 from the Northwest in 1954, by your gifts 
we were able to send $403,243.00. This is good training in view of the need to 
produce a minimum of $462,167 for the ULCA in 1956. A basic principle in steward- 
ship must always follow the pattern of Jacob’s vow, Genesis 28:22: ‘Of all that 
i shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto Thee.’’ The portion is our 

oice! 


ULCA 


Dr. G. Elson Ruff, Editor of The Lutheran will represent the United L stheail 
Church in America at the 65th convention of Synod. He will speak at the Tuesday 
evening banquet in addition to the two presentations for the U.L.C.A. 


Blections 


The office of Themasie for a term of three years. 

Members of the Board of Directors of Northwestern Seminary, two clergy and two lay. 

Members of the Board of Directors of Carthage College, two. 

._ By action ot the 1954 convention, Synod will elect members of the Stewardship 
and Parish Education Committees. 
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Official Contact 


During the year the president has had contact with 68 cosamantions of Synod 


through 49 sermons, meetings of six congregations, meetings with thirty church councils, 


' § dedications, 4 installations, 2 ordinations, numerous anniversaries and other normal 


church festivities. He fulfilled the constitutional requirement of attendance at the meet- 
ings of the Conferences. He taught at the North Dakota and the Montana Bible Camps, 
a week each; delivered 8 addresses, 14 lectures, attended 22 committee meetings. He 


has served on the following: ULCA Committee on Church Architecture; Minnesota 


Regional Home Missions Committee; Board of Directors of Northwestern Seminary; 
Board of Directors of Carthage College. He has been present at the meetings of the 
Synodical Stewardship Committee and Parish Education Committee; attended the 


- conference of ULCA presidents in Dayton, Ohio; the iit Conference, and 


meeting of Synodical Home Mission leaders. 


ITEMS THAT AFFECT THE ROLL, REGISTER AND DIRECTORY 
THE SYNOD” 


Deaths 
The Rev. C. Alton Piel, D.D., pastor at Reformation, Milwaukee, on June 1, 1954. 


Funeral, June 4, 1954, at Church of the Reformation, Milwaukee, the Rev. Paul E. 


3ishop, D.D., the Rev. Amos G. Streich and the Rev. Robert B. Anderson participating. 

The Rev. Wylock J. E. Scott, missionary to British Guiana on June 17, 1954. 
Funeral, June 29, 1954, at Church of the Reformation, Milwaukee, the Rev. I. R. 
Kraemer and the Rev. Paul E. Bishop, D.D.., participating. 


Dismissals to Other Synods : 


' The Rev. Ralph Loges to the Illinois Synod, June 1, 1954. 

- The Rev. John Spann to the E.L.C., July 10, 1954, 
The Rev. C. H. Zeidler, to the Synod. of the Central States, August 18, 1954. 
The Rev. Henry Moyer to the Synod of the Central States, September 9, 1954. 
The Rev. Elmer Oleson to the Canada Synod, October 14, 1954. 
The Rev. Raymond Sevold to the Western Canada Synod, October 26, 1954. 
The Rev. Stanley B. Andersen to the Augustana Lutheran Church, January 7, 1955. 
The Rev. David R. Gerberding to the Ohio Synod, January 10, 1955. 
1a a H. Waldschmidt to the Synod of the Pacific Southwest, February 

33 

The Rev. Harold E. Berg to the New Jersey Synod, February 24, 1955. 
The Rev. Michael D. Furney to the Rocky Mountain Synod, April 26, 1955. 
The Rev. Paul W. Clement to the Iowa Synod, May 13, 1955. | 


Deposit of Ordination Certificate 


The Rev. Marlyn Lucht having entered secular work, deposited his ordination cer- 
tificate with the president of Synod, October 27, 1954. 


Resignations 
The Rev. John Spann from the Zumbrota-Goodhue Parish, effective May 31, 1954. 
The Rev. M. D. Furney from Calvary, Cahill, effective June 1, 1954. Ye = 


The Rev. Ralph Loges from St. John’s, Lakeville, effective June 15, 1954. 


The Rev. Warren Z. Host from Assistant, St. Paul’s, Neenah, effective July 25, 1954. 


The Rev. George E. Dressler from St. Mark’s, Waukesha, effective August 1, 1954. 

The Rev. C. H. Zeidler from Trinity, Appleton, effective September 1, 1954. 

The Rev. Arnold Moede from Hope, Minneapolis, effective September 1, 1954. 

The Rev. Wm. S. Dion from Bethel, Muskego, effective September 15, 1954. 

The Rev. A. R. Tingley from Resurrection, Green Bay, effective October 17, 1954. 
Pe ag Rev. Marlyn B. Lucht from Immanuel, Baileys Harbor, effective October 31, 


1954, 


aan Rev. C. J. Clement from Assistant, Pentecost, Milwaukee, effective October 31, 


The Rev. Robert L. Bartsch from Bethany, Wisconsin Dells, effective October 31, 
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Bruce Kloese from Assistant, St. Matthew’ s, Wauwatosa, effective Novem- 
r 1954. 

The Rev. David Samuelson from Assistant, Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis, effective 
November 30, 1954. 

The Rev. John H. Schulz from Atonement, Minneapolis, effective December 1, 


1954. 
The Rev. D. R. Gerberding from Martin Luther, Milwaukee, effective January 1, 


2955. 

The Rev. I. B. Kindem from St. Mark's, Fargo, effective January 1, 1955. 
The Rev. Stanley B. Andersen from St. John’s, Duluth, effective January i, 1955, 

a Rev. P. H. Waldschmidt from Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis, effective February l, 

The Rev. Lloyd Zaudtke from Trinity, Long Lake, effective March 1, 1955. 

‘The Rev. Chas. L. Barber from the Lancaster Parish, effective March 15, 1955. 
The Rev. G. F. Genszler from St. James’, Marinette, effective March 15, 1955. 
The Rev. Paul W. Clement from Mt. Olive, Mukwonago, effective March 6, 1955. 
The Rev. Marvin R. Moll from Trinity, Lindstrom, effective June 1, 1955. | 
The Rev. S. J. Sigurgeirson from Faith, Walters, effective March 31, 1955. 
The Rev. C. F. Burmeister from St. John's, Elkhorn, effective May 15, 1955. 


Calls 


The Rev. Geo. E. Dressler to Salem, Albert Lea, effective pees 1, 1954. 

The Rev. James L. Wilch to St. Mark’s, Waukesha, effective August 1, 1954. 

The Rev. Arnold Moede to Liberia at call of the Board of Foreign Missions, effective 
September 1, 1954. | 

The Rev. Wm. S. Dion to Hope, Minneapolis, effective September 15, 1954. 
Pears — A. R. Tingley to St. Paul’s, Neenah, as associate pastor, effective October 

The Rev. Robert L. Bartsch to be Synodical Missionary, effective October 31, 1954. 

The Rev. C. J. Clement to be synodical missionary, effective October 31, 1954. 

The Rev. Bruce Kloese to Resurrection, Green Bay, effective November 7, 1954. 

The Rev. John H. Schulz to Bethany, Wisconsin Dells, effective December 1, 1954. 

The Rev. I. B. Kindem to Trinity, Appleton, effective January 1, 1955. 

The Rev. Gordon Lindemann to St. Andrew’s, Minneapolis, effective May 15, 1954. 

The Rev. Lloyd Zaudtke to St. Mark's, Fargo, effective March 1, 1955. 

The Rev. Chas. L. Barber to Martin Luther, Milwaukee, effective March 15, 1955. 

The Rev. S. J. Sigurgeirson to St. John’s, Duluth, effective April 1, 1955. 

‘The Rev. C. F. Burmeister to St. James’, Marinette, effective May 15, 1955. 


| Installations | 
The Rev. Robert Weeden, Swanburg-Crosslake Parish, May 30, 1954. ae Dr. J. 
Dressler. 
The Rev. Donald L. Gustafson, Assistant, St. Mark’s, Fargo, June 13, 1954, by 
Dr. J. J. 


The Rev. David W. Roth, Assistant, Redeemer, Milwaukee, June 20, 1954, by 


Dr. A. A. Zinck. 
The Rev. Richard Flaa, Bethel, Poynotte, June 27, 1954, by Pastors D. H. Shelhart 


and R. L. Bartsch. 
The Rev. David P. Wasgatt, Jr, St. John’ s, Dresden, June 27, 1954, by the Rev. 


I. B. Kindem. 

The Rev. Gordon Lindemann, St. Andrew's, Minneapolis, June 27, 1954, by Dr. 
W. P. Christy, assisted by Dr. A. C. M. Ahlen. 

The Rev. David H. Samuelson, Assistant, Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis, July 11, (1954, 
by the Rev. P. H. Waldschmidt. 

The Rev. James L. Wilch, St. Mark’s, Waukesha, August 15, 1954, by the Rev. 


A. G. Streich. 
The Rev. Paul Dumke, Redeemer, Zumbrota, and St. Luke’s, Goodhue, August 


22, 1954, by Dr. J. J. Raun. 
The Rev. Hilbert Johnson, St, John’s, Lakeville, siittssai >, 1954, by Dr. Paul 


E. Bishop. 
The David Archie, Edina, September 12, 1994, by Dr. Paul E. 


Bishop. 
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The Rev. Geo. E. Dressler, Salem, Albert Lea, September 12, 1954, by Dr. J. H. 
Dressler, assisted by the Rev. G. H. Gerberding. 

The Rev. Wm. S. Dion at Hope, Minneapolis, September 26, 1954, by the Rev. 
Merle Franke. 
The Rev. A. R. Tingley, Associate, St. Paul’s, Neenah, October 24, 1954, by the 
Rev. S. H. Roth, assisted by the Rev. F. C. Heglund. 

The Rev. Dar Vriesman, Assistant, Reformation, Milwaukee, October 24, 1954, 
by the Rev. Robert Anderson. 


The Rev. Bruce G. Kloese, Resurrection, Green Bay, November 21, 1954, by the — 


Rev. A. G. Streich and the Rev. Wm, Niebling. 
The Rev. I. B. Kindem, Trinity, Appleton, January 9, 1955, by Dr. Paul E. 
_ Bishop. | 

The Rev. J. H. Schulz, Bethany, Wisconsin Dells, January 23, 1955, = Dr. Paul 
E. Bishop. 

The her Lloyd Zaudtke, St. Mark’s, Fargo, April 17, 1955, by Dr. Geo. B: 
| McCreary 


The tas. ‘Chas. L. Barber, Martin Luther, Milwaukee, April 17, 1955, by the Rev. — 


Norman B. Nelson. 
The Rev. D. N. Jensen, Bethel, Muskego, April 24, 1955, by Dr. P. W.. Roth. 
The Rev. S. J. Sigurgeirson, St. John’s, Duluth, April 24, 1955, by Dr. W. P. 


Christy. 
Ordinations 


David P. Wasgatt, upon receipt and acceptance of a call to St. John’s Church, 
Dresden, N. D., was ordained in Trinity Church, Long Lake, Minn., June 6, 1954, 
by the Rev. Theodore S. Rees, assisted by the Rev. Lloyd Zaudtke and Dr. Bryce W. 
Shoemaker. 

Paul Dumke, upon receipt and acceptance of a call to the Zumbrota-Goodhue Parish, 
was ordained in Reformation Church, Milwaukee, June 13, 1954, by the Rev. A. G. 
Streich, assisted by the Rev. Robert Anderson and the Rev. David Roth. 

John Schumell, upon receipt and acceptance of a call to be mission organizer in the 
Sunrise Park area, St. Paul, was ordained in First Church, West Allis, June 13, 1954, 
by the Rev. M: A. Haker, assisted by the Rev. I. R. Kraemer and the Rev. J. W. 
Jacobson. | | 

Bryce W. Shoemaker, Ph.D., upon receipt and acceptance of a call to be assistant 
pastor at Lake of the Isles Church, Minneapolis, was ordained in Lake of the Isles 
Church, June 13, 1954, by Dr. A. C. M. Ahlen, assisted by the Rev. Otto Proehl, 
Ph.D., the Rev. Jos. L. Knutson, D.D., and the Rev. Louis E. Ulrich. 


Harold E. Berg, upon receipt and acceptance of a call as organizing missionary in 


New Jersey for the Board of American Missions, was ordained in Atonement Church, 
Beloit, Wis., June 20, 1954, by the Rev. Harold Gruhn, assisted by the Rev. F. A. 
Berg, Dr. J. H. Dressler and Dr. C. C. Roth. 

David H. Samuelson, upon receipt and acceptance of a call to be assistant pastor at 
Mt. Carmel Church, Minneapolis, was ordained in Mt. Carmel Church, July 11, 1954, 
by the Rev. P. H. Waldschmidt, assisted by Dr. P. H. Roth. 

David E. Archie, Jr., upon receipt and acceptance of a call to Calvary Church, 
Cahill, Minneapolis, was ordained in St. Paul’s Church, Waterloo, August 1, 1954, 
by the Rev. A. G. Streich, assisted by the Rev. David Roth, the Rev. C. J. Clement 
and the Rev. LeRoy Futscher. 

James L. Wilch, upon receipt and acceptance of a call to St. Mark’s Church, 
Waukesha, was ordained in Trinity Church, Appleton, August 8, 1954, by the Rev. 
C. H. Zeidler, assisted by the Rev. A. A. Troge. 

Dar W. Vriesman,. upon receipt and acceptance of a call to be assistant pastor at 
Reformation Church, Milwaukee, was ordained in Bay Shore Church, Milwaukee, 
August 22, 1954, by Dr. Paul E. Bishop, assisted by the Rev. L. T. Riley. 

Hilbert M. Johnson, upon receipt and acceptance of a call to St. John’s Church, 
ew, Minn., was ordained in that church September 5, 1954, by Dr. Paul E. 

Heaney E. Moyer, upon receipt and acceptance of a call to Zion Church, Hanover, 
Kansas, was ordained in Cross of Christ Church, Minneapolis, September 5, 1954, 
by Prof. W. H. Cooper, assisted by the Rev. M. W. Gerberding. | 

Raymond H. Sevold, upon receipt and acceptance of a call to First United Church, 
Flin Flon, Manitoba, was ordained in Holy Communion Church, Minneapolis, October 
17, 1954, by the Rev. J. C. Primley, assisted by Dr. A. C. M. Ahlen. 
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Congregation Dropped from Roll 
Trinity, Marshfield, transferred to the A.L.C., January 18, 1955. 


Pastors Not Under Call 


Awes, the Rev. Leif, Minneapolis, Minn., with the United Temperance Movement. 
Defenderfer, the Rev. C. R., Institutional Chaplain, Waltham, Mass. 
Forell, Dr. Geo. W.., professor. 
Heide, the Rev. Robt. S., since 1953, Kenosha, Wis., temporary ~~ for A.E.L..C.. 
Racine, Wis. 
Host, the Rev. Warren Z. .. since 1954, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Nicholas, the Rev. Eden, since April 1, 1954, Springfield, III. 
Ramsey, the Rev. Jos. M., since 1940, editor ministers’ magazine. 
Samuelson, The Rev. David, since November, 1954, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Stump, the Rev. Jos., since 1951, serving with Youth for Christ. 
Wagner, the Rev. Karlton W., since November, 1953, Chicago, IIl.. 


Deaconesses 


Holy Communion, Racine—Sister Vernetta Kunkel. 
Redeemer, Milwaukee—-Sister Bertha Zellmann. 
Reformation, Milwaukee—Sister Frieda Buerger. 

St. Luke’s, Waukesha—Sister Elaine Dunlap. 


Vacancies 


Trinity, Lindstrom, since February 
Trinity, Long Lake, since March 1, 1955. 
St. John’s, Elkhorn, since May 15, 1955. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Ministers 
The Rev. Merle Franke with a letter of transfer from the Carribbean Synod. 


Congregations 


Cross of Glory, Pinewood, St. Paul, organized February 27, 1955, with 176 
charter members and 408 baptized members by Missionary John Metzker. 

Good Shepherd, La Crosse, organized March 20, 1955, with 125 charter members 
and 269 baptized members by Missionary D. H. Shelhart. 

Good Shepherd, Spring Park, Minn., organized April 3, 1955, with 196 confirmed 


and 339 baptized members by Missionary Merle Franke. 


St. Stephen, Sunrise Park, St. Paul, organized April 10, 1955, with 139 confirmed 


and 249 baptized members by Missionary John Schumell. 


Faith, Walworth, Wis., organized May 1, 1955, with 130 confirmed and a. 
baptized members by Missionary James Clement. 


Luther Jacobson, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to re pastor of 
Immanuel Church, Baileys Harbor, Wis. 

Robert Jacobson, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be pastor of 
Atonement Church, Minneapolis. 

Alvin Jenkins, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be pastor of 
Faith Church, Walters, Minn. 

Howard Knox, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be pastor of the 
Lancaster Parish. 

Charles Koester, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be pastor of 
Mt. Olive Church, Mukwonago, Wisconsin. 

Dewaine Kolbo, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Eaeenery: called to be pastor of 


_ Good Shepherd Church, Spring Park, Minnesota. 


Karl Langrock, 1955 graduate of Chicago Lutheran Seminary, called by Lake Park 
Church, Milwaukee, to be assistant pastor. 
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Charles Luhn, 195.5 graduate of Northwestern Sieteaes called by Trinity Church, : 


Appleton, Wisconsin, to be assistant pastor. 

Jarvie Mattes, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be pastor of 
7 Good Shepherd Church, Spring Park, Minnesota. 

James Nelson, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be pastor of 
Calvary Church, Antigo, Wisconsin. 

Kenneth Nerenz, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called by Richfield 
Church, Minneapolis, to be assistant pastor. 
_ Marlo Petersen, 1955 graduate of Northwestern ‘Seminary, called by St. Paul’s 
Church, Postville, lowa, to be assistant pastor. : 

Donald Riechers, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called by Synod to be 

a chaplain in the United States Air Force Reserve. 
‘ Karl Schmidt, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, _ ale by Synod to be 
mission organizer in Missoula, Montana. 


Dean Skow, 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called by St. Luke’s Church, - 


Waukesha, Wisconsin, to be assistant pastor. 
+ Arnold Stilwell, Jr., 1955 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called by Synod to 
be a chaplain in the United States Air Force Reserve. 


IMPROVEMENTS AND EVENTS 


' Alden, Grace: New hot water heating system, $4,000.00. ie 
Appleton, Our Saviour’s: Dedication of house-chapel, May 9, 1954, $16,000.00. 
Beloit, Atonement: 50th anniversary, May 1, 1955. Purchased property for 

parish house, $12,000.00. 

Billings, Bethlehem: Built new parsonage, $17,500.00. 

Billings, First: Dedication of new church and parish house, September 19, 1954. 
tae 000.00. 35th anniversary, dedication of art glass windows in nave, May 22, 
195 

Cedarburg, Advent: 50th anniversary, May 23, 1954. Dedication of new pews 
and new chancel furniture, $7,250.00. New sidewalk in front of church. New oil 
beating unit in parsonage. 

Columbus, St. James’: New pews purchased, $900.00. 

Darlington, Grace: Parsonage purchased, $10,000.00. 

Deephaven, Grace: Parish Education building dedicated January 23, 1955, 
$65,000.00. | | 
-. Fond du Lac, Our Saviour’s: Youth center purchased, $11,500.00. 

Grand Forks, St. Mark’s: 45th anniversary of congregation, November 13, 1955. 

_Horicon, Zion: Dedication of rebuilt church, November 28, 1954. 

Jefferson, St. Mark’s: Parsonage renovated, improved, $1,500.00. 

Kenosha, Grace: Rebuilding program, $80,000.00. 

Lakeville, St. John’s: 40th anniversary and dedication first unit new parish gress 
October 3, 1954. Cost of first unit, $18,000.00. 

Marshall, Holy Trinity: Church building improved, $2,200.00. 

- Menasha, St. Timothy: 10th anniversity, March 13, 1955. | 

_ ‘Menominee, Emanuel: 24th anniversary membership in U.L.C.A.; 4th anniver- 
sary worshipping in new building, February 20, 1955. | 


Milwaukee, Epiphany: 50th anniversary observed May 6, 1955. New stained glass 


window above altar, approx. $6,000.00. 
_ Milwaukee, Redemption: Dedication new church, Petweety 20, 1955, $77,000.00. 


Milwaukee, Resurrection: Sister Ruth Hilger consecrated as a deaconess, September 


19, 1954. 
Milwaukee, St. Peter's: Dedication, basement addition, September 26, 1954, 
$42,000.00, | 
_- Minneapolis, Calvary: Built new parsonage, $18,000.00. 
Minneapolis, Epiphany: Numerous building improvements, $2,000.00. | 
ry ag Faith, Lilac Way: Dedication of parsonage, December 26, 1954, 
00.00 
_ Minneapolis, Holy Trinity: Dedication Bartsch Memorial Parish House, May 2 3 
1954, $485,000.00, 50th anniversary of congregation, January 30, 1955. 
Minneapolis, Lake of Isles: Dedicated new organ, December 5, 1954. 
Minneapolis, Hope: Purchased site for future building, $11,000.00. 
- Minneapolis, Mt. Carmel: 10th anniversary pastorate P. H. Waldschmidt and dedi- 
cation of new church building, $185,000.00. Parsonage penne $23,000.00. 
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Minneapolis, Redeemer: 45th anniversary, June 6, 1954. Natural gas heating 
installed, October 1, 1954, $2,000.00. 

Minneapolis, St. Mark’s: New parsonage dedicated, October 3, 1954, $22,000.00. 

Minot, Mt. Olivet: New church building dedicated March 13, 1955, $45,000. 00. 


_ Second anniversary of congregation. 


Mound, St. John’s: Fellowship hall completely renovated, $4, 500.00. 

Neenah, St. Paul's: Contracts let to rebuild and expand church and school facilities, 
$240,000.00. 

North St. Paul, St. Mark’s: 25th anniversary of ordination of pastor. 

Oshkosh, St. John’s: Groundbreaking for new parish hall, August 15, 1954, 


$235,000.00. 


os Denke St. John’s: Stained glass windows and carpeting dedicated July 4, 1954, 

Racine, Atonement: Dedication new parish hall, Mygatts Corners, November 28, 
1954, $111,000.00. 

St. Louis Park, Cross of Christ: Groundbreaking first unit S. S. Chapel, December 
26, 1954. Cornerstone laid February 13, 1955, $38,000.00. 

St. Louis Park, Prince of Peace: Sixth anniversary, mortgage —, and ground- 
breaking for new church, March 20, 1955, $173,000.00. 

St. Louis Park, Wooddale: 25th anniversary, December 1, 1954. 

Paul, Mounds View: Completion and dedication new parsonage, April 17, 1955, 
$14,500.00. 

St. Paul, Reformation: New recreational rooms and youth center, May, 1954, 
$1,500.00. Church nave redecorated, floors sanded and refinished, new aisle rugs, 
January, 1955, $3,000.00. 

Sheboygan, First United: 20th anniversary of organization, November 8, 1954. 

Tabor, Holy Trinity: Lighted memorial cross dedicated, October 10, 1954. 

Two Rivers, Calvary: Parsonage rebuilt, $12,500.00. Additional lot and house 
purchased to double ground area, $9,500.00. 

_ Waterloo, St. Paul's; Basement remodeled, $1, 500. 00. 

Winona, Faith: Church sanctuary and adjoining rooms painted. Parsonage singeg 
$3,000.00. Additions to chancel furnishing, $800.00. 

Wisconson Dells, Bethany: Burned parsonage mortgage, $2,500.00. 


Invitation for 1956 Convention . 


July, 1954: Invitation of St. Matthew's, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, by resolution — 


at its annual congregational meeting. 
April, 1955: Invitation of Pentecost, Milwaukee. 


Growth 


One of the many important purposes of banding a group of congregations in a Synod 
is ‘to maintain and extend the Kingdom of God by the pure preaching of the Word 
and the right administration of the Sacrament.’ Growth in the number of those who 
are being added to the Church is a test of our faithfulness in preaching, a test of our 
constancy in witnessing, and a test of the efficiency of our group work. 

Increases in membership are reported. Total baptized membership rose 6,284 to 
121,002. Confirmed increased 3,597 to 79,712. Communing increased 3,566 to 
67,292. Reason for special gratitude is the percentage of communicants, namely, 84.43 
increased from 83.67. | 


Conclusion 


This report began with an expression of gratitude to God for the many Taber- 
nacles that House the Church. It concludes with the prayer that our Blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who loved the Church and gave Himself for it, will continually sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, and present it to Himself, a 
glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but holy and without 


submitted, 


(Signed) PAUL E. BISHOP 


On motion the report was referred to the Committee on President's 
Report. The president resumed the chair. 
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General Fund Assets: 


1955 
Mr. W. O. Helwig presented the 
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TREASURER'S REPORT WITH AUDIT 


ASSETS 


(Including Unsegregated Assets) 


Cash in bank__- 
United States Savings Bonds.. 


Advances for travel expenses_____. 
Accounts receivable 
Due from Congregations: 

Notes receivable - . | .. $26,611.61 


Mortgages receivable. ---- 6,925.00 


Mortgage receivable—Individual 
Synod equipment___. 


Synod Real Estate: | | 
Elmwood Parsonage $17,316.05 
Oaklawn Parsonage 24,008.92 
Appleton, Wis. (Wisconsin Ave.).. 13,800.00 
St. Stephen, Monona Village. 14,852.50 
Mt. Olivet, Minot, N. Dak. : 13,498.14 
Good Shepherd, Spring Park, Minn. 4,000.00 
Montfort, Wisconsin .- 2,221.00 


Cross of Glory, Pinewood, Minn. — 17,274.80. 


Resurrection, St. Cloud. 
St. John’s, 7,189.19 


Total Synod real estate 


Total general fund and unsegregated assets__ 
Deduct—Unsegregated assets of other funds 


$ 13,034.26 


15,558.22 


400.00 
58.83 


33,536.61 
3,500.00 


5,675.80 


121,660.60 


$193,424.32 
14,950.88 


Total general fund - assets 


Central Conference Lot Fund Assets: 


Undivided interest in general fund assets (above). 


Home Mission Sponsors Fund Assets: 


Undivided interest in general fund assets (above) 


Student Aid Fund Assets: 


Common stock—Froedtert Grain & Malting Cm... 


Investment Share Account—First Federal Savings — 


and Loan Association, Milwaukee, Wisconsin__.__. 


Undivided interest in general fund assets (above) cane 


Undivided interest in general fund assets (above) 


$ 13,295.20 


500.00 
2,084.51 


Wisconsin Conference Women’s Mi issionary Society Fund Assets: 


Stewardshi, p Committee F und—-Department of Devotional Booklets— 


Assets: 
Net assets 


Total assets 


$178,473.44 
1,063.33 


11,750.40 


15,879.71 


52.64 


15,919.46 


$223,138.98 
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22 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JANUARY 1/4, 


Billings 


1955 


LIABILITIES, CONGREGATION EQUITIES AND FUND BALANCES 


General Fund Liabilities: 


Land Contract Payable: 
E. L. Theby—Appleton property __...___. $ 10,893.43 
Mortgage Payable: | 
Lutheran Brotherhood (Oaklawn Parsonage) 10,372.51 


‘Total general fund liabilities 


Congregation Equities: 
Our Saviour's, Appleton (offset to note receivable of $3,322.66) __. 


General Fund Balance: 
Unappropriated—Represented by cash, government 
bonds and short term receivables - | $ 14,100.43 


Invested in Synod real estate, loans and equipment _ 141,504.50 


Total general fund balance.____. 


$ 21,265.94 


1,602.57 


155,604.93 


Total general fund liabilities, congregation equities and fund © 


Central Conference Lot Fund: 


Home Mission Sponsors Fund: 


Student Aid Funds: | 
August Rademacher fund balances...» | 500.00 

Total student aid fund balances 

Wisconsin Conference Women’s Missionary Society Fund: | 

Fund balance | 


Stewardship Committee Fund—Department of Devotional Booklets: 
Fund balance - 


Total liabilities, congregation equities and fund balances _....._..._. 


$178,473.44 
1,063.33 


11,750.40 


15,879.71 
52.64 


15,919.46 


$223,138.98 


4 
| 
4 
3 : 
> 
“ 4 
= 
a 
a 
$ 
3 
. 
& 
a 
= oe 


1955 
| ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 
General Fund 


Balance, January 16, 1954. $109,945.35 
Additions: | 
Transfer from reserve for debt retirement for debts | | 
liquidated during year_____. $ 5,838.87 
Synod convention delegites travel unexpended. 250.63 
Interest from Northwestern Lutheran Theological Sem- 
393.53 
Increase in redemption value of United States Govern- 
ment bonds 308.66 
Current budget appropriations used to purchase synod 
real estate and equipment. 24,426.13 
- Current budget appropriations under expended for ex- 
penses and synod property. _.. «14,441.76 
45,659.58 
General fund balances, January 14, 1955 . $155,604.93 
Reserve for Debt Retirement 
16, 1954.0 None 
Additions: 
General appropriations... $14,372.94 
Less—Amount used to purchase new ‘synod property __. 8,534.07 5,838.87 
| $ 5,838.87 
Debts liquidated during year__..___. 5,838.87 
Balance January 14, None 
Reserve for 1954 United Church Convention 
Balance, January 16. 1954—From 1953 Budget... ; $1,049.07 
Additions: 
Appropriations from 1954 budget... $973.25 
Transfer in excess of budget appropriation..____________ 954.93 - 1,928.18 
$2,977.25 
Deductions: 
Per diem allowance to delegates... 
Balance, January 14, None 
Home Missions Sponsors’ Fund 
Balance, January 16, 1994... $12,125.92 
Add Contributions: | | 
Deductions: 
Mt. Olivet, Minot, N. $2,000.00 
Mt. Olivet, Minot, N. Dak.—Repairs___.........-.-.---..---.. 53.39 
Cross of Christ, St. Louis Park—Financial Campaign . 
105.00 
St. Stephen, White Bear, Minn.—books and chairs... 373.83 
Cross of Glory, Pinewood, Minn.—books and chairs 733.72 
Good Shepherd, Spring Park, Minn.—books and chairs 554.62 
Good Shepherd, LaCrosse, Wis.—chairs 171.00 3,891.26 
Balance, January 14, 1955.00 $11,750.40 
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Central Conference Lot rund 
Balance, January 16, change 


Hugo O. P. Franke Student Aid Fund 
Balance, January 16, 1954——No change ; 


“August Rademacher Student Aid Fund 


| 1953 grant for aid to students in Synod’s Liberal Arts College if estab- 


lished 


Wisconsin Conference 
: Women's Missionary Society Fund 
Balance, January 16, 1954 


Additions: 
Wisconsin Conference Women’s Missionary Society 


‘Billings 


$ 1,063.33 


$15,379.7] 


$ 500.00 


$ 3208) 
900.00 


$ 1,220.91. 


Sub-total 
Deductions: 
Good Shepherd, LaCrosse, Wisconsin: | 
Chairs $672.00 
Hymanals 
Oil Heater 275.00 1,168.27 
Balance, January 14, 1955 | $ 52.64 
Stewardship Committee Fund 
: Department of Devotional Booklets 
Balance, January 16, 1954... iis $13,502.01 
Additions: 
Net income of Devotional Booklet i ceastnaene for 1954 2,417.45 
$15,919.46 


Balance, January 14, 1955 
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REPORT OF THE AUDITOR 


March 26, 1955 
English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest: 


Gentlemen: 


‘We have examined the accounting records of your Treasurer, Mr. Walter oN Helwig, 
for the year 1954 and submit herewith our report as listed in the table of | ‘contents. 


Included in this report are all the cash transactions of January 16, 1954, to January ~ 


14, 1955, to record all contributions from Synod congregations and all disbursements 
applicable to 1954, 

Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards 
and accordingly included such tests of accounting records and such other auditing pro- 
cedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 

In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheet and statement of changes in fund 
balances present fairly the financial position of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of the Northwest at January 14, 1955, in conformity with generally accepted account- 
ing principles applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


REILLY, PENNER &% BENTON 
Certified Public Accountants. 


On motion, the report of the auditors was adopted, this action carry- 
ing with it the acceptance of the report of the Treasurer. 
The convention proceeded to balloting for the election of a treasurer. 


Pastor S. J. Sigurgeirson presented the 


REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


The brief summaries of the Synod’s activities in the accompanying tables show 
steady progress in every field of endeavor, and several substantial increases over and 
above last year's figures. 

The steady increase in communing membership from year to year (5.59% in 1954), 

- points to a basically solid growth. The Sunday School enrolment continues at a normal 
rate of increase, 6.6%, represented by 1,861 children added to the rolls in 1954. 
Although there was a marked increase in property value, the percentage of property in- 
debtedness decreased from 20. 04% in 1953 to 12.20% in 1954. The statistics also 
show substantial increases in the Total Current, Total Congregational Expense, and 
Jrerbhsese General Fund, with an increase in Total Receipts of more than one-third of 
a million 

: Table Number Two shows noteworthy gains in commeibediatis on a Per Member 
asis. 

It may be well to point out now that All Parochial Reports must be in by the First 
of March to make it possible soe the Statistician to finish his work on time. 


Respectfully submitted, 
SKULI J. SIGURGEIRSON, 


Statistician. 
TABLE I Percent, 
| 1953 Base 
ITEM 1954 1953 [Increase Increase 
Baptized (lh 121,002 114,718 6,284 5.47 
Confirmed | 79.712 76,115 4.72 
. Sunday School Enrollment. 30,014 28,153 1,861 6.61 
Value $17,317,353. 315,895,722 $1,421 8.94 
perty Indebtedness ...... 3,259,906 2,904,377 355,529 12.20 
1,847,951 1,655,101 192,850 11.65 
Total Unusual _ 1,627,068 1,595,084 31,984 2.00 
Total Congregational Exp. 3,475,019 3,250,185 224,834 6.91 
Benevolence General Fund. 675,575 587,594 87,981... 14.97. 
Special Benevolence (Other) 288,464 282,416 6,048 2.14 
Total Benevolence 870,010 94,029 10.80 


Total Receipts .. 4420,195 318,863 7.74 
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| Percentage 
Difference 1953 Basis 
| 1954 1953 1954 minus 1953 Increase 
Benevolence General Fund: | | | | 
Per Conf. Member . § 8.47 +$ .75 9.7] 
Per Comm. Member __.....__. 10.04 9.22 + .82 8.89 
Other Benevolence: | 
Pec Cont. Member .......... 3.62 .09 —2.42 
Per Comm. Member 4.28 4.43 — .15 —}.38 
‘Total Benevolence: 
Per Conf. Member 12.09 11.42 + 67 5.86 
Per Comm. Member... 13.65. + .67 4.90 
Congregational Expense: | 
Pee Coat. Member ................ 43.59 42.65 +  .94 2.20 
Per Comm. Member _.. se 50.98 + .66 1.29 
Total All Receipts: | | . 
55.69 54.08 + 1.61 2.98 
Per Comm. Member .... 65.96 64.63 > 1.33 2.05 


On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor Harold T. Rasmussen presented the 


REPORT OF THE NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN - 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


By the Grace of God another successful year has been completed by our Seminary. 

Since September, 1954, 74 students, coming from 20 different colleges and univer- 
sities, have been enrolled in our school. Fifty-four are married. Twenty are single. 
Thirty-six came from the congregations of our Northwest Synod. Of the twenty-four 
that graduate this year, fifteen are members of congregations of our synod. Our alumni 
now number 375 men who-serve in thirty different States of the Union, five provinces 
of Canada, each one of our foreign fields and in two European countries. Six are 
chaplains in the Armed Forces of our country. Sixteen have gone to their eternal reward. 
We have on file eighteen accepted applications for the Junior class of next September. 

The faculty has approved and now recommends to the Board that the following 


men be granted the degree of Bachelor of Divinity: Jack Clark, Donald Himmelman 


Luther Jacobson, Howard Knox, Charles Koester, Dewaine Kolbo, Donald Love 
Charles Luhn, Jarvie Mattes, Janis Mednis, Paul Moeller, James Nelson, Kennett 
Nerenz, Marlo Petersen, Donald Riechers, William Rizer, Karl Schmidt, Ellsworth 
Skow, Melvin Snodgrass, Arnold Stilwell, Arne Markland. The following are to be 
granted a Diploma of Theology: Robert Jacobson, Alvin Jenkins, Donald West. Moses 
Date is to be granted a Certificate of Attendance. 

Our Seminary Choir completed another successful tour of some of our Churches in 
Iowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota. The men were graciously received and entertained. 
Much credit is due Richard Hamlin, the student director, for his ability in interpreta- 
tion and for his leadership in inspiring the members to faithful practice and brilliant 
performance. The Rev. Clarence Lund traveled with the choir and presented the cause 
of the ministry and the seminary. 

In addition to the regular work of teaching and administration, the members of 
the faculty have been engaged in the activity of the Synod and the Church, preaching, 
presenting the cause of the Seminary, men for the ministry, life service, serving on 


special boards and committees. Our Bulletins have carried the reports of our activities. 


A well attended and inspiring Convocation was held February 1, 2 and 3, at the 


Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church, the Rev. Louis Ulrich, pastor. The details of this 


convocation have appeared in both Synodical and Seminary Bulletins. It is worth 
noting that one of the lecturers, the Rev. Jerald Brauer, one of our graduates of ten 
years ago, has rec@ntly been elected to the deanship of the Federated Theological Faculty 
of the Divinity School of the University of Chicago. 

The Seminary is grateful for the bequest of the late Muhlenberg Keller Knauff, M.D.. 


= who donated his home on Summit Avenue, St. Paul, and the residue of his estate to 
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the Seminary. The house has been sold for $14,500.00. Dr. Knauff will be remem- 
bered not only for his gift, but also for his valuable counsel during the period of his 
membership on our Seminary Board of Directors. Dr. Knauff was both a relative 
‘of the Haupts and a descendant of the patriarch, Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. 

The library has been moved to the J. K. Jensen Hall next door. The latest and 
most efficient in stack shelving has been installed and ample space is now provided for 
reading, reference and study rooms. Our efficient librarian, Mrs. Quiers, has been 
honored by the Library Association of Theological Schools by serving on important 


commissions. We hope that the notation on the library may be removed during the 
year by the AATS. 


The Committee of the Board, snmakesed to consider the matter of calling additional 


professors to our faculty, has met several times and will have recommendations to 
present. 


The faculty recommends that Professor Bryce Shoemaker, Ph.D., be granted . the 


status of full Professor with the salary of that rank. 


The faculty is grateful to the Board for its faithful and understanding leadership. | 


To our Lord we offer our heartfelt gratitude for the abundance of His blessings 
during the year and for the opportunity to serve. 


For the Faculty, 
(Signed) JONAS H. DRESSLER, President 


Pastor Rasmussen also presented the 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF 
NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 


At the meeting of the Board of Directors held hie Lai 1955, the Rev. David 
Belgum, Ph.D., was extended a call to become Associate Professor in the Department 
of Practical Theology beginning September 1, 1955. The call has been accepted. 
Pastor Belgum graduated from Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary in 1946. 
His Ph.D. is from Boston University where he studied Psychology of Religion and 
Pastoral Care. He has been teaching at Wittenberg College and Hamma Divinity 


~$§chool since 1953. 
The request of the Seminary Alumni Association and the Twin City Lutheran 


Pastor’s Association (ULCA) to release Dr. P. H. Roth from teaching duties in — 


order that he might write a history of the Synod was looked upon with favor but 
action was deferred at the request of Dr. Roth who indicated that he would be glad 
to consider the assignment following the 1955+56 school year. 

The resignation of Dr. John W. Rilling, Instructor in Homiletics, was accepted 
— regret. A vote of thanks was extended to him for his contribution in this 

e 

The first teaching fellowship in the history of the Seminary was awarded to 
Jack L. Clark of the class of 1955. He will teach part time during the 1955-56 
school year while he continues his studies at the University of Minnesota. 

Through the sponsorship of Dr. Raun, the Seminary Board is looking forward 
to the arrival of a refugee family with a view to engaging the head of the family as 
a full-time maintenance man for the seminary baneuat 

The Board notes the completion of the term of Mrs. Leona A. Gochnauer as 
president of the Women’s Auxiliary of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary 
with sincere appreciation for her splendid leadership in this organization which has 
come to mean so much to our school. 

Approval was given by the Board to install muted amber glass windows in the 
— when sufficient funds are available through gifts and memorials to make this 
possible. 


The Board of Directors wishes to commend the faculty for its faithful services 
during another fruitful year in the life of our Seminary and calls upon the Synod 


to continue its support in prayers, men and offerings for the work of the Lord in 
training pastors for His church. 
For the Board, | 


(Signed) H. T. RASMUSSEN, President 
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Pastor Rasmussen then called upon Dr. J. H. Dressler, president of 
the seminary, to address the convention. Dr. Dressler in turn called upon 
the members of the faculty, each of whom addressed the convention. 


Billings 


Pastor Rasmussen called upon Mr. W. O. Helwig to present the 
REPORT OF TREASURER OF THE NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN | 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
For the Year Ending July 31, 1954 


Assets 
General Fund: 
Cash S$: 1,997 54 
Interest and dividends receivable 237.50 
Due from other funds 30,782.73 


Total general fund assets_. 


Endowment Funds: 
Bonds | 30.895.60 . 
Land Contracts 40,904.57 | 
Life insurance 5,000.00 
Mortgages 41,221.07 
Stocks : | 146,489.32 


Total : securities $284,310.56 
~ Real estate and equipment—Net 114,303.63 


Total endowment fund assets 


Educational Plant Funds: Bae | 
Real estate (at cost) sii $144,811.91 


Equipment (net book value) 37,511.59 


Total educational plant fund assets____.__.____. 


Total Assets (excluding inter-fund receivables) - 


| Liabilities and Fund Balances 
General Fund: 


Notes payable | $ 30,000.00 
Accounts payable 3 870.72 


Total general fund liabilities and surplus. 


Endowment Funds: | | | 
Due to general fund__ | et $ 26,431.16 
Fund requirements 372,383.03 


Total adowment funds, liabilities and requirements 


Due to general fund S: 4,351.57 
Fund requirements 177,971.93 


Total educational plant fund liabilities and fund requirements_____. 


Total liabilities and fund requirements. (eliminating, inter-fund 
liabilities) 


$ 32,417.77 


398,814.19 


$582,772.73 


92.417 .77 


398,814.19 


182,323.50 


$582,772.73 
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‘CONDENSED INCOME STATEMENT AND BUDGET COMPARISON 
For the Fiscal Year Ended July 31, 1954 


General Fund 


I ncome: 


Endowment Securities: 
Interest 

Dividends 
Total income from en- 
dowment securities_. 


Contributions: 
Synod 


$. 4,983.50 


10,587.71 


—Actual 


Christian Higher Educa- | 


tion Year Appeal cam- 


paign 
Other sources 


Total contributions ____ 


Building | 


Miscellaneous 
Total income 


Transfers: 
Student aid—To Synod__.. 


~ Income available for Sem- 
imary operation 


Operating Expenses: 
Instructional : 


Professors’ and 
tors’ salaries 


instruc- 


$70,863.49 


3,607.12 
601.08 


Library and _  organist’s 


salary 
Pensions 
Publications 
Library supplies and ex- 
pense - 
Total instructional ex- 
penses 


Plant and Endowment Real 
Estate: 
Building manager 
Building expenses... 
Depreciation 


Total plant and en- 
dowment real estate 
expense 


Administrative and General: 


President's travel allow- 


ance 
Office supplies and ex- 
pense 
Social security tax ex- 

pense 
Treasurer's office expense 
Interest 
Unclassified 

tive 


administra- 


$37,068.74 
4,825.50 
480.00 
1,550.18 


628.46 


$44,552.88 


$ 480.00 
20,059.80 
4,404.33 


$24,944.13 


$ 412.64 


379.93 


123.32 
800.43 
842.42 


3,001.41 


Under 
(over) 
Budget - Budget 
$ 4,500.00 ($ 483.50) 
10,300.00 ( _287.71) 
15,571.21 $14,800.00 ($ 771.21) 
$62,724.50 ( 8,138.99) 
( 3,607.12) 
1,000.00 398.92 
75,071.69 $63,724.50 ($11,347.19) 
7,369.00 6,833.00 ( 536.00) 
2.18 ( 2.18) 
$98,014.08 $85,357.50 ($12,656.58) 
1,277.50 1,277.50 
$96,736.58 $84,080.00 ($12,656.58) 
$41,100.00 $ 4,031.26 
4,850.00 24.50 
480.00 : 
1,200.00 ( 350.18) 
150.00 ( 478.46) 
$47,780.00 $ 3,227.12 
600.00 $ 120.00 
26,000.00 5,940.20 
4,500.00 _ 95.67. 
$31,100.00 $ 6,155.87 
$ 400.00 ($ 12.64) 
500.00 120.07 
100.00 ( 23.32) 
{ 1,200.00 ( 442.85) 
3,000.00 .... }4)) 
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Total administrative and | 
general expenses $ 5,560.15 m4 $ 5,200.00 ($ 360. 15) 
Total operating expenses $75,057.16 $84,080.00 $ 9, 022. 


Excess of income over expense from 
current operations before appro- | : | 
priations of $26,782.54 to other 7 | 


wah in General Fund Surplus 
August |, 1953, to July 31, 1954 


General fund surplus, August 1, 1953— 


x Per previous audit report $ 6,650.17 

Saati of income over expenses for fiscal year ended July 31, 1954 _. 21,679.42 

Deduct: 


Transfer of Christian Higher Education Year Appeal 
Contributions in Accordance with Board of Direc- 
tors’ Resolutions May 12, 1949: 

. To Plant Fund: 
Additional library books purchased from 1949 — 
~ to 1951 authorized from Cheya funds and 
tis year........... ......... $ 3,607.12 

Gain on redemption of $4,000.00 Greater Winnipeg 

Water District bonds for year ended July 31, 1953, 
now transferred to endowment fund 175.42 
Appropriation to plant fund for purchase of library 


building known as J. K. Jensen Hall (original cost | : 
before improvements, $33,000.00)... 23,000.00 : 
Total deductions from general fund surplus ...............-.. 26,782.54 


General fund surplus, July 31, 1954__. $1,547.05 


AUDITOR'S REPORT 


To the Board of Directors 
Northwestern Lutheran Seminary 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Gentlemen: 


We have examined the ae sheet of Northwestern eae Theological Seminary 


as of July 31, 1954, and the related statements of income, surplus and fund balances 


for the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with generally accept- 
ed auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records 
and such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 

In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheet and statements of income, surplus 
ar.d fund balances present fairly the financial position of Northwestern Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary at July 31, 1954, and the results of its operations for the year then 
ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles applied on the basis 


consistent with that of the preceding year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


REILLY, PENNER & BENTON (signed) 
Certified Public Accountants 


On motion the report of the auditors was adopted, this action carty- 
ing with it the acceptance of the report of the treasurer. On motion 
the report as a whole was adopted. 

Pastor John Dehaan reported for the Committee on Election of a 
Treasurer that Mr. Walter O. Helwig had received 155 of 165 votes 
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cast. The president thereupon declared him re-elected treasurer for a 
three-year term. 

By common consent the Report of the Executive Committee was 
made a special order of business immediately following the presentation 
on Evangelism by the Board of Social Missions on Wednesday morn- 
ing, May 25. | 
Mest meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. with prayer by Pastor Arne 

artin. 


TUESDAY EVENING BANQUET 


NORTHERN HOTEL, BILLINGS, MONTANA 
May 24, 1955, 6:30 p.m. | 


The Laymen’s Banquet was held on Tuesday evening, May 24, at the Northern 


Hotel, Billings. The Rev. John P. Shannon, pastor of First Lutheran Church, was 
toastmaster. Dr. G. Elson Ruff, editor of The Lutheran magazine, was the speaker. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSION 
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BILLINGS, sf ala 
May 25, 1955, 8:30 a.m. 


The Rev. David Roth conducted the Matins Service. The Rev. Wm. H. 


D.D., preached the sermon, using Isaiah 46:9 as his text. 

President Bishop called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m. 

Secretary Lundquist read greetings received from the New Jersey Since ‘the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania, the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Montana, and the 
President of the Women’s Missionary Society of the Wisconsin Conference. 


The President noted the presence of Dr. Harold H. Lentz, President of Carthage 


College, and the Rev. Ralph Norman of the Lutheran Welfare Society of Montana, 
and greeted them. | 

Pastor Robert Girod reported for the Committee. on Minutes that mimeographed 
copies of Tuesday's sessions had been distributed. On motion the minutes were 
adopted. 


Pastor Paul Graf, representing the Administrative Committee of the 1956- | 


church-wide Evangelism program under the Board of Social Missions, presented the 
Program to the convention. He then introduced the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need in this hour of opportunity for a massive, dynamic 
witness to our Saviour Jesus Christ among the millions of unchurched and inactive church 
members; and 

WHEREAS, The United Lutheran Church in America has been veanthded in recent years 
that “evangelism is the first thing, the central thing, and the last thing in the life of the 
Christian church”; and 

WHEREAS, the 1954 convention of the United Lutheran Church in America coda 


cally adopted a plan for a program of intensive church-wide evangelism outlined by its Board 


of Social Missions as “a matter of special emphasis” throughout the whole church _during 
the years 1956-1957; and 
WHEREAS, the success of such a program requires the active cooperation of the constituent 
synods of the United Lutheran Church in America and of their congregations, together 
with all their resources; therefore be it 
RESOLVED, that the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest 
1. PLEDGE its constant and sustained support to the Evangelism Program of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. | 
- INSTRUCT the Stewardship Committee to cooperate as helpfully as possible with the 
church-wide administration of this program. 
. as 9 UPON its congregations and pastors to make Evangelism a heightened activity in 
their lives. 
- VIEW the Evangelism Program as the beginning of an on-going and ever-strengthening 
witness to the Christian Gospel by the United Lutheran Church. 


On motion the foregoing resolution was adopted. 
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40 Billings 
Secretary Lundquist presented the 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Your Executive Committee held four regular meetings during the year, as uired 
by the Constitution of Synod: On August 23 and December 6, 1954, and on Febru- 
ary 21 and May 23, 1955. 

In addition, it held a special meeting on June 4, 1954, to carry out the resolution 
of Synod (1954 Minutes, page 46) concerning the appointment of a committee to 
plan for the establishment of a liberal arts college in or near the state of Wisconsin or, 
alternatively, for the relocation of Carthage College to a place in or near Wisconsin. 
At that meeting, such a committee was appointed, with the following personnel: Mr. 
Walter O. Helwig, St. Matthew's, Wauwatosa; Mr. Clarence E. Larson, St. John’s, 


_ Minneapolis; Mr. A. K. Paeschke, Redeemer, Milwaukee; Mr. Melvin C. Teske, Res- 


urrection, Milwaukee; Mr. Karl O. Werwath, Lake Park, Milwaukee; and pastors 


Paul L. Roth, Clemens H. Zeidler, Ingolf B. Kindem, Theodore S. Rees, and Amos G. 


Streich. (At the August 23 meeting, Pastor Arno D. Martin was appointed to take 


' the place of Pastor Clemens H. Zeidler, who was unable to serve.) 


At the regular meetings of the Executive Committee, in addition to the usual routine 
matters which occupied its attention, your committee took the following actions: 


August 23, 1954: 


Approved payment of sustenance at the rate of $150 per month for the use of the 
synodical office building at 2310 Stevens Avenue, Minneapolis, to the owner, North- 
western Lutheran Theological Seminary; 

Purchased five lots for Cross of Glory Church, Pinewood, Minnesota, and author- 
ized the erection of a house-chapel thereon; _ 

Called the Rev. Robert L. Bartsch as synodical missionary to serve in the Milwaukee 
area; 

Authorined the calling of a qualified man to organize a new congregation at Wal- 
worth, Wisconsin (the Rev. C. James Clement was subsequently called) ; 

Approved the request of the Minnesota Luther League to extend an invitation to the 
Luther League of America to hold its 1957 convention in Minnesota. 


December 6, 1954: 
Authorized the employment of secretarial help for the parish education and steward- 


ship offices; 


Authorized the calling of two qualified men to develop new congregations in Kalis- 
pell and Missoula, Montana, effective June 1, 1955; 

Accepted with regret the resignation of Pastor Ingolf Kindem from the presidency 
of the Western Conference and membership on this committee, by reason of his accept- 
ing a call to a Wisconsin Conference congregation. His place on this committee was 
taken by Pastor Forrest J. Clark of Livingston, Montana, effective January 1, 1955; 

Requested the president to advise the Wisconsin Brotherhood that its home missions 
funds should be administered through synodical channels; 

Purchased a site of 5.1 acres for the new Good Shepherd congregation at Spring 


Park, Minnesota. 


February 21, 1955: 


Authorized a loan of not to exceed $2,500 to assist the new Good Shepherd mission 
at LaCrosse, Wisconsin, with the financing of its house-chapel; 

Denied requests from the stewardship committee and the parish education commit- 
tee to have certain of their members attend certain conferences at Synod expense; _ 

Approved the arrangement whereby the parish education secretary, at the request of 
the Board of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary, will teach music at the 
seminary for two hours weekly during the spring quarter of 1955; — 

Terminated financial assistance to retired Pastor Carl Eckhoff effective June 30, 1955; 

Appointed a committee, in response to a memorial from Central Conference, to study 
the need for a home or homes for the aged; 

Authorized a temporary short-term loan to assist the new St. Stephen's Church, 
Sunrise Park, Minnesota, in the purchase of a site for future building; 

Released Trinity Lutheran Church, Marshfield, Wisconsin, frotn the Synod in order 
to permit the congregation to merge with St. Matthew's Lutheran Church (ALC) of 
the same city, effective 6; 1955... 
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May 23, 1955: 


These actions will appear in a supplemental report. 

Phang NDATIONS: Your Committee brings to this convention three recommenda- 

as follows: 

(1) HOUSING FOR SYNODICAL STAFF: The United Lutheran Church in America, 
through its executive board, has adopted an official procedure covering the matter of assisting 
staff members to obtain housing, whereby the ULCA will guarantee a— on second 
mortgage to a qualified lending a wag up to $5,000.00, with payment of 1% monthly on 
So ee applied first as interest and the balance upon the 
princi 

In line with the foregoing procedure of ‘the ULCA, the executive committee took action 
at its December 6, 1954, meeting as follows: “The committee RECOMMENDS to the Synod 
the adoption of the procedure established by the Executive Board of the United Lutheran 
Church in America for assistance to staff members in obtaining housing, but limiting the 
rigp - acl guaranteed to $4,000.00, and establishing repayment at no less than one-half of 
1% monthly 

(2) ORDINATION SERVICES: Because of the expense involved in transporting all of the 
candidates to Billings and because the families of many candidates would be unable to wit- 
ness the ordination, the executive committee at its February 21, 1955, meeting authorized 
_the president to canvass the pastors of Synod in behalf of the following recommendation: 
“The Executive Committee RECOMMENDS to the convention of Synod that the president 
he authorized to arrange services of ordination as needed in addition to the service of ordina- 
tion during the convention of Synod.” 

(3) CONVENTION TRAVEL ALLOWANCE: At its ‘February 21, 1955, meeting, the 
executive committee adopted the following recommendation: 

“The Executive Committee RECOMMENDS to the convention of Synod that, for the 1955 
convention, travel expense be allowed on the same basis as currently in use by the United 
Lutheran Church in America, namely, railroad clergy rates for pastors, and regular railroad 
rates for laymen. Regardless of his mode of travel, the amount granted a delegate .will in 
no case exceed the amount which would have been expended by him in making the round 
trip from his home to Billings by train, plus overnight Pullman reservations cost (at roomette 
rate) when train travel requires the same.” 

Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, ‘Secretary 


On motion, Recocamendaiita No. 1 was adopted. 
On motion, Recommendation No. 2, amended as follows, was 
adopted: ‘““Ihe Executive Committee recommends to the convention of 


Synod that the president be authorized to arrange services of ordination . 


as needed in addition to the service of ordination during the 64 th artnual 
convention of Synod.”’ 
On motion, Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 


Secretary Lundquist also presented the 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Your Executive Committee held a regular meeting on May 23, 1955, at which 
time it adopted the following resolutions, which are hereby recommended to this 
convention: 


(1) Sector Plan for Stewardship: “‘We concur in the recommendation of the 


Stewardship Committee that synod invite the Stewardship Office of the United Lu- 
rr iesnagam in America to conduct the so-called Sector Plan in our synod in 


(2) Central Conference Lot Fund: ‘‘We recommend to the synod that the bal- . 


ance of $1,063.33 in the Central Conference Lot Fund be transferred, on the treas- 
urer’s books, to the Home Missions Sponsors Fund.” 


(3) Budget for 1955: ‘‘We recommend to the synod the adoption of the budget — 


for 1955 as prepared by the Budget Committee.”’ 


(4) Division of Student Service: On hand from the Division of Student Service, 


National Lutheran Council, is detailed information covering the financing of pro- 
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posed student centers on the territory of the Northwest Synod. In brief, financing 
contemplates a total outlay of $1,750,000 of which the first $1,000,000 is to be 
contributed through the N.L.C. by its member bodies and the balance, $750,000, 
is to be secured from the constituent units of N.L.C. bodies on the territories where 
buildings will be secured. Financing is to be shared in proportion to the constituent 
membership on the nage yoo The Synod of the Northwest is asked to provide help 
as follows: | 
Total ULCA 


S Cost Share Amount 
Minnesota—Duluth—Student Center... ...... $ 23,000 6.2% $ £611.14 
Minnesota—Minneapolis—Student Center .°*.... 287,500 6.2% 7,639.29 
Minnesota—St. Paul—Student Center .......... 161,000 6.2% 4,278.00 
Montana—Bozeman—-Student Center...... 64% 630.86 
North Dakota—Fargo—Student Center......... 145,000 3.0% 1,864.28 
North Dakota—Grand Forks—Student Center.... 175,000 3.0% = 2,250.00 
North Dakota—Minot—Student Center......... (27,500 3.0% 353.56 
Wisconsin—Madison—Parsonage ............. 21,000 19.6% 1,764.00 
South Dakota—Brookings—Student Center 33,000 42.43 

$750,000 $19,433.56 


‘‘We recommend to the synod that it approve the expendiiures as indicated above 
for the Division of Student Service, and that $6,500 of synodical current funds be 
designated for student capital funds in each of the years 1956, 1957, and 1958 to 
cover the total of $19,433.56 asked of our synod.”’ 


(5) Calls to Ministers for Special Service: Pursuant to the action of the U.L. C. A. 


at its 1954 convention, we recommend to the synod the following resolutions per- 


taining to issuance of calls to ministers for special service: | 

| “Resolved that the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest 
adopt and make effective insofar as they apply to this synod the following actions 
adopted by the United Lutheran Church at its 1954 convention: 

(a) That the ministerial rolls of U.L.C.A. synods should consist only of those 
serving under a call or its equivalent, those retired by reason of age or physical 

-imcapacity, and, with the approval of the synod, those who are awaiting a 
call to a new field of labor; . 

(b) That this new policy should not affect the standing ‘of any minister, not now 
in distinctly secular employment, on the ministerial roll of a synod as long 
as he remains in his present position or employment; 

(c) That ministers of constituent synods of the U.L.C.A. whose present ositions 
or employment come within categories enumerated in the foregoing document 
(1954 Bulletin, pp. 559- 560) be encouraged to make this uniform pian 
Operative in their cases at an early date by voluntary conformity with it in 
cooperation with the proper officers or official groups of the U.L.C.A. and/or 
their synod; 

(d) That a regularly elected or appointed board of a synod or a group of synods 

_ should be recognized as a proper authority to issue a call when authorized 
by its synod or group of synods to do so; and 

(e) That whenever the U.L.C.A. or a synod is indicated as ae deeper source 
of a call, the Church-at-large or a synod, as the case may be; may either 
act at its convention or delegate its executive board or other executive group 
to act for it for this pape 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, Secretary 

May 23, 1955 


On motion, Recolumendation No. | in the supplemental report was 
deferred until the time of the presentation of the Stewardship Com- 
mittee’s report 

On motion, Recommendation No. 2 was sleneed: 

On motion, Recommendation No. 3 was deferred until the time of 
the report of the Budget Committee. : 
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On motion, Recommendation No. 4 was adopted. 
On motion, Recommendation No.. 5, amended as follows, was 
adopted: 


“Resolved that the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Neils eat adopt 
and make effective the following resolutions: 
Section (a) : Adopted as it appears in the report, but striking the words, ‘or 
its equivalent.’ | 
Sections (b), (c), (d), ond (e): Adopted as printed in the report. 


The following was adopted as an additional section (f): ‘“That these resolutions 


— shall take precedence over previous actions of the Synod.’ ”’ 


aa 


Pastor Robert Anderson presented the report of the 


COMMITTEE ON YOUTH AND CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 


_ The Parish Education Committee has endeavored to assist, guide and augment the 


work of the Parish Education Secretary. It has met three times during the year at 


Synod headquarters. The work of this committee has gone steadily forward in the 
past year reaching more people with our cause than ever before, making progress in all 
the various angles of our work. We continually offer prayers of. Thanksgiving to 
Almighty God that He has blessed us so abundantly in sending to us our efficient and 
capable secretary and that the whole cause of Parish Education in the Northwest Synod 
has been greatly strengthened. 


We note the following accomplishments: The adding to the staff of a full-time 


_ office secretary, Miss LaDonna Martin, the reaching of more than one-third of the 


Synod’s congregations by Pastor Lund presenting the cause of Parish Education, the 
promotion for Fall of 1955 Schools for Christian Workers in Milwaukee and Min- 
neapolis, arrangement of an itinerary for Pastor Wahl of the Board of Parish Educa- 
tion for Evaluation Surveys in the spring of 1955, continuation of coordination of 
the auxiliary organizations of the three conferences, promotion of the King Arthur 
prog ogram for youth in the Synod, study and evaluation by Dr. A. C. M. Ahlen of the 

eekday Church School series, survey conducted of all Sunday Schools to determine 
the materials currently used in our churches, Visual Aid library in conjunc- 
tion with the Stewardship Office. 


Our work covers such a wide area and in so many different departments of Church 
life that we oftentimes feel completely frustrated at trying to meet all the needs of our 
Churches. We are conscious of a very grave danger in our committee trying to spread 
itself too thin and seeking to accomplish too much in too many fields and doing nothing 
well. For that reason there may be elements of Parish Education that we don't appear 
to be even considering or touching upon. We call upon your patience and invite your 
vlan apc with the hope and promise that eventually we will reach that particular 
phase | 


Concerning the work of the Board of Parish Education of the U.L.C.A. we pass 
on to you information on their activities. Reorganization is under way on the staff 


following the recommendations of the Unified Study. It will now begin to function 


through three standing committees (instead of the two formerly) : Field Work, De- 


partmental Work and Editorial Work. The first of a series of filmstrips on catechetical | 


work has been prepared in cooperation with the Board of Publication under the gen- 
eral title: The Gateway Series. Others are to follow. The educational features of the 
Children’s Program have received wide use. ‘‘Let’s Go!” with Stewart, the Steward, 
is distributed by more than 2,400 congregations and over 300,000 children. Materials 
for all twelve grades of the weekday church school have been completed. The first kin- 
dergarten course in the series will be ready for use in the fall of 1955. The Christian 
Growth Series is being revised. Changes will appear in the materials for the Beginner 
and Intermediate years of October of this year. The 1954 series of vacation church 
_ School texts was used by more than 215,000 persons. A new series on the theme, 
“Jesus Lives,’’ has been prepared for 1955. 

As has been our custom we present the annual reports of the auxiliary organizations 
of our respective Conferences: | 
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WISCONSIN LAKE CAMP 
Charles A. Puls, President 


In the period of 1946 to 1951 churches and schools of the ihicomates Conferene 
and those of the Wartburg Synod in Wisconsin gave $57,316.00. | 


In 1952 $ 2,926.93 
In 1953 4'050.00 
In 1954 5'866.72 
Total . | __. $70,159.99 


The debt of $19,400.00 is being amortized by annual contributions by cong rega- 
tions and Sunday Schools. We must pay off $1,280.00 a year. Some of us are ex- 
pecting that this may be liquidated earlier than the seven years heretofore planned. 
Some 1,700 campers were on our grounds in 1954. A fine staff was gathered to teach 
and manage. The schedule for camps in 1955 has been adopted and is already in the 
hands of our pastors. 

More important than the ownership and management of a camp by our Conference 
is the fact we feel the camping program is a great asset to our young people. | 

The young people learn to live together away from home and to assume responsi- 


bilities for themselves such as they are not required to do at home. To a positive 


atmosphere of Christian living, these young people are introduced for a week. Many 
have at home no table prayers, no devotional thoughts. Camp initiates such things. | 

The familiar face of Rev. Garrett Genszler will be missed among us. He was a mem- 
ber of the Pine Lake Board and its treasurer for more than fifteen years and last year 


was our President. Our entire camp family joins us in a hearty thank you to 


faithful servant of the Lord. 
LUTHERAN LAKE CAMP—CENTRAL CONFERENCE 


Carl Carlson, President 


610 campers were enrolled in the camps held on our grounds in 1954. This was 
a gain of 110 over the previous year. property on Green Lake, Chisago City, © 
Minnesota, is valued at $56,000.00. Camp schedules have been set for 1955. Plans 
have been made to improve the recreational facilities, particularly on the waterfront. 
A full-time lifeguard was on the job in 1954 and we plan for the same protection and — 
instruction for 1955. Rev. William Williams is the chairman of curriculum. Funds 
are being asked for a new chapel and necessary improvements to the dining hall, kitchen 
and recreation building. After the experiences of many years of camping, we are ready 
to welcome the new camp family of 1955. 


MONTANA CAMP BOARD 
Rev. Ralph Sandgren, Dean 


The Montana Summer Bible Camp was held at Clydehurst on the Boulder. This 
was a family camp as usual and all of the pastors of Western Conference B, plus Pastor 
Clarence Lund and Dr. Paul Bishop, comprised the staff. About 125 campers filled the 
camp to capacity. The schedule is ready for the coming year—July 24-30. King’s 
Hill re 2 Niehaut, Montana, will be the new setting. 


NORTH DAKOTA CAMP 


Rev. Archie Campbell 


125 campers en joyed Western Conference ‘‘A’’ camp at Detroit Lakes, ‘Misecsstl 
in July. Pastors of the conference together with Dr. Paul Bishop, Rev. Clarence Lund 


served the staff with the Rev. Steve Guttormsson, camp director. The camp in 1955 


will be held at Camp Emmaus at Menagha, Minnesota. The 1955 Schedule is ready 
for August 7-14. | 


MINNESOTA LUTHER LEAGUE 
Wendell Jacobson, President 


Beane churches are represented by 1,150 members in, the Bileniaete’ Luther 


League. A Christian: Vocations Rally was held at Faith, St. Paul—+450 attending. 


similar one at Mt. Carmel, as eae has sivendy been held in 1955. Two hundred 
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attended the League Camp Rally at Richfield Church, Minneapolis. A successful post- 
high retreat was held last June at our Lake Camp. Our Executive Committee has been 
busy in deputation programs throughout the conference and presented ‘‘Confirmation 
Candles’ as a religious play to campers throughout the summer. The annual conven- 
tion was held at Mission Farms, Medicine Lake. An officers workshop was held at 
Wooddale Church, Minneapolis. Advisors, pastors and Seminary students were invited 
‘to the leadership training school in September, Holy Communion, Minneapolis. 
‘Winter camp was held at Loretto, Minnesota. Nineteen of our churches were visited 
by Luther League of America — vaners, and twenty churches have requested their 
appearance in 1955. The Luther League of Minnesota paid 100% of that which was 
expected to the Luther League of America for its mission budget and its current 


expenses. ‘“Ihe Minnesota League is progressing in the work of Christ; we have a 


longer way to go before we will be the strong working arm of the church we ought 
to 


MONTANA YOUTH RALLY 
Rev. Forrest Clark, Chairman 
The Montana Youth Rally featured the presentation of the Parish Education 


Secretary and other presentations of its own pastors and was held at Livingston, 


Montana in October. Seventy-five young people attended and all of the churches of 


Montana were represented. The group is not fully organized, but voted to request a 


_ similar Rally for 1955 and elected Rev. Eugene Hasselquist the new Chairman. 


NORTH DAKOTA LUTHER LEAGUE 


Dale Leathers, President 
The second annual Luther League Convention of North Dakota was held at 


Lansford and Glenburn, North Dakota. The constitution was studied and steps were 


taken to revise. The Parish Education Secretary presented the banquet address. Officers 
elected for the following year included Dale Leathers, President; Rev. Marlin Evenson, 
Advisor. 


WISCONSIN SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Rev. Frank Berg, President 
The 1954 Convention was held at Marinette, Wisconsin. Special speakers included 


Dr. Carl Ahlen, Rev. O. A. Geiseman and the Rev. Clarence Lund. Group discussions 


were led by Sister Vernetta Kunkel, Sister Dorothy Goff, Miss Effie Froehlich and Mr. 
Albert Pugner. Officers elected include President, Frank Berg: Vice President, Franklin 
C. Heglund; Secretary, Mrs. Juanita Benson; Treasurer, Mr. Walter Zuelke. The 
next Convention will be held at Grace Church Kenosha, Wisconsin, September 15 
and 16. The theme will be ‘‘Lord Teach Me.’’ A teachers’ institute is in preparation 
for July 20-23 at Pine Lake. ‘The dean is Pastor Milton Haker. Among the teachers 
—Pastor Clarence B. Lund on “The Direction of Choirs’’ and Pastor H. T. Rasmussen 
on ‘Stewardship in the Church School. | 


WISCONSIN LUTHER LEAGUE 
| Richard Skow, President 


The year of 1954 proved to be a very successful period for the Luther League of 
Wiscoasi. Gains were made in nearly every field. 

The year’s activities began with a Luther League Training Camp at Pine Lake 
' Bible Camp in August. The camp was a relatively new venture in Luther League 
work although it had been planned for almost two years. Over one hundred and 
twenty Leaguers, representing many churches in Wisconsin, attended the camp. Because 
the reports received concerning the camp were highly encouraging, it is hoped that the 
camp program will be continued in the future. 

The Luther League Convention was held at St. Timothy’s Church in Menasha. 
Over three hundred Leaguers attended the Convention, which was held during the 


latter part of August and the first of September. It was one of the most successful 


conventions in Luther League history. 
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During the business meeting a new constitution, which had been needed for many 
years, was approved. The election of officers for the coming year was held with the 
following results: 3 


Richard Skow | President 
Barbara _ Irion ....... Vice-President 
Jeannette Fenske in Secretary 
- James McClurg i x | ‘Treasurer 
Marg Segurson : - Secretary at Large 


The financial status of the Luther League of Wisconsin greatly increased also, We 
managed to go over the top this year on our national requirements and still keep a 


_ good budget at home. Our Mission project also increased. 


During the Thanksgiving vacation, almost all of the Executive Committee attended 


- the President’s Conference at Wittenberg College in Springfield, Ohio. The Conference 


proved educational and worthwhile to all who attended. 


MINNESOTA SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Rev. Louis E. Ulrich, President 


The Sunday School Association of Central Conference held its annual workshop- 
convention and business meeting last September 1 8th at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Minneapolis. The workshop consisted of actual demonstrations of worship and 
class Sessions in all departments using the children of the Holy Trinity Sunday School. 
Sessions for general superintendents, a chapel hour and lunch were also included in the 
agenda, as well as displays by sient Audio Visual Aid Company and Farnham 
Stationery and Office Supply Company. Between 75 and 80 people attended. 

At the business meeting the following officers were elected or re-elected: 


Rev. Louis Ulrich—President 
Rev. Milo Gerberding—-V ice-President 
Mrs. Doris Crusell—Recording Secretary 
Mrs. I. Lindberg—Statistical Secretary 
Kenneth Johnson—Treasurer 
Bob Erickson—-Camp Board Representative 


The treasurer reported a balance of $72.21. The most important piece of business | 
transacted was a vote to enlarge the Executive Board by the addition of a representative 
from each church who has been an active participant in the Association. The most 
encouraging note of the year, in so far as the Sunday School Association is concerned, 
is that there is a definite desire nct only to keep the Association going, but to make 


‘something worthwhile out of it. A response for representatives to enlarge the Executive 


Board was received from 27 churches. 
The second annual Leadership Retreat at the Green Lake Camp was held August 27 


and 28. It was attended by 55 people. Pastor Louis Ulrich was Dean, Reverend 


William Williams gave the inspirational talk on Friday evening, Dr. John Rilling 
spoke on hymns for Sunday School children, Reverend Trevor Sandness spoke on 
the history of the ULCA and other Lutheran Synods. Dr. Bryce Shoemaker gave a 


chronological study of Jesus’ ministry. 
oa ROBERT B. ANDERSON, President 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor Clarence Lund presented the 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF PARISH 
EDUCATION 


The Parish Education Secretary begs leave to report that the year 1954 has been 
a tremendously full and active one for him. ‘The first months of orientation quickly 
passed into activity planned, mostly out of the requests of the men of Synod. In all 
of the appeals which we have read, we have noted the serious call for assistance and 
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the recurring promise of cooperation. This has stirred in us the feeling that the Lord 
Himself. was attempting again to put new life into all things concerning the education 
field of our parishes. We have been most happy with this constant promise of our 
Lord to be with us and to guide us all, pastors and people, that those who name the 
name of Christ should, through the forces of Parish Education, be brought to a 
fuller understanding of Him, His eternal grace and the workings of the Kingdom of 
God among us. 

We acknowledge, therefore, with thankful hearts this grace of our God which 
enables us to work effectively with our churches. 

We west with gratitude the great assistance and love displayed by our 
Parish Education Committee, whose names are elsewhere in this report; we acknowledge 
the sustaining encouragement of the Presidents of Synod and of the conferences; and 
that of our Stewardship Secretary, as well as all the pastors with whom we have 
worked in the first year of our tenure. The following are the on that we would 
mention in this report. 


|. Administration 


1. Our Committee has divided itself into portfolios of responsibility as follows: 
Administration with Chairman, Robert Anderson, in charge. 

2. Literature is referred to Professor Carl Ahlen for study, research and report. 

3. Enlistment, records and Missionary education are the responsibilities of Pastor 
George Dressler. 

4. Leadership through Synod’ s auxiliaries anid books are in the charge of Pastor 
Edward Wicklund. 

5. Children’s work, including Sunday, Weekday and Vacation Schools, is in 
charge of Sister Elaine Dunlap. 

6. Youth and Life Service—Pastor Robert Bartels. 

7. Adult Work—Pastor Donald Gustafson. 

8. The Audio-Visual Aids department is with Mr. Ervin LaSage, while Pe film 
depot remains with the es Secretary, Dr. Geo. accetarrs 


on Adult Work 


Adult work falls into seven classes and we are concerned with all of them. 


_ 1. The family adjustment and education field. More than anything else it is this 
field that we have stressed in 1954. 

2. Night School for lay people. Our Committee has laid plans for an attempt to 
mee the Seminary by way of extension courses in two areas, October and November, 

3. Couple clubs. Beginning frequently as a social affair, many of our couples are 
now intent upon broadening the scope of their activity to include a program of real 
Parish Education, including Family Relationships. . 

4. The Mid- Week Bible Hour. We believe in a revival of the old-fashioned 
Bible Hour in mid-week for parents and adults while the children and the youth of 
the church engage in a weekly club program. 

5. We urge the education program of such groups as the Women’s Missionary 
Society and the Brotherhood on more of the lay people of our church. 

6. Older people become lonely, too. The church must, therefore, remember the 
Harvest Years and the Golden Age groups and be on the alert to provide programs, 
educational and social, as the need arises. 

7. P.T.A. When parents and teachers and scholars do join together occasionally, 
the adults, no doubt, profit from the sharing of more Parish Education of the type their 
children experience. | 


“Wil, Audio-Visual 


Our Committee has so far not been in a ong to bide the many fine educational 
audio-visual aids in the Synodical Film Depot. We have made a beginning, however, 
by placing the newly issued Youth and dership Kit and also the Children and 
the Church Kit prepared by our Board in collaboration with other Boards of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. These filmstrips will be available shortly after the 
transferring of them into separate slides has been done. We are indebted to Mr. Ervin 
Reinhard and the staff of Luther Memorial Church, Madison, for their consent to do 


this work. 
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IV. Luther League 


We have met with the Executive Committee and the Conventions of all four Luther 
League groups of the fotr conferences, even though the fourth one in Montana has no 
formal organization. The leadership in these groups has been outstanding and the 
pastoral advisors are to be commended for their kind of leadership, which seems to 
major in the development of youth leadership. The Luther League of America hag 
joined with the youth division of the NCCC USA after having moved the acceptance 
of doctrinal and representative principles. Those young people of our churches who 
find it possible should attend the Luther League of America Convention, August 15-20, 
We urge the wider use of ‘“‘Luther Life’’ magazine, a singularly fine journal of topics 
and inspiration, highly acclaimed and valued by all youth groups in America. 


V. Sunday Schools 


We will soon have the one million boys and girls in our . schools that we prayed 
for in years past. We thank God for the new buildings that some of us have erected, 
for the increase in teacher training and the more efficient means of education developed 
—all of which will make it possible for us to care for the one million with God's 
help. Replies to a questionnaire bring out the fact that % of our churches no longer 
use an official course of the United Lutheran Church in their teaching. Some of these 
do not use a Lutheran course of any description. We suggest that our pastors move 
their schools to a proper view of that which our constitutions hold—namely that we 
shall teach those things officially approved by the Lutheran Church. The Christian 
Growth course is under revision by the Board of Parish Education and we urge the 
part of patience to each of our schools in its behalf. About 1,121 copies of the Parish 
School magazine are being received by our schools. We urge wider adoption of this 
magazine for our use. | 


VI. Vacation Schools 


This is possibly the year when the total enrollment of Vacation Schools in the 
ULCA will go over 223,000. “‘Jesus Lives’’ is the theme of the new Vacation 
School text prepared by the Board of Parish Education and deals with the Post- 
Ascension Christ. We urge examination and full use of this material in our schools. 


Vil. Weekday Schools 


Seventeen churches report Weekday Schools among us with an average of twenty-nine 
per school. We urge a rethinking of this Weekday School Seeape and possible 
adoption by each of our churches. 


Vill. Children's Program 


But four schools report the adoption of the Children’s teal Program of. the 
Board. Again, we urge a rethinking and possible adoption of the er. 


IX. The King Arthur Boys' Club 


The King Arthur Boys’ Club Program has been adopted in six churches and we 
urge consideration of it by those churches interested in holding a part of the 80% 
loss of boys to our church membership. A special issue of heomanues Corda’’ contains 
full plans for the club. 


X. Camps 


The camp program is among the most successful of the things we do in our territory. 
2,660 campers attended the conference camps in 1954. A five-year program of curri- 
culum prepared by the Parish Education Secretary has been adopted by our Com- 
mittee and by the four Camp Boards of Synod. The Parish cducation Secretary spent 
six weeks teaching at camps and visiting as many others. 


XI. Books 
A Worker's Library list has been prepared by Pastor Wicklund and dis Secestsill 


and approved by the Committee. Additional copies may be had from the office. 


XIl. Board of Parish Education of the U.L.C.A. 


The Board of Parish Education of the U.L.C.A. has been on our territory three 
times in the persons of Miss Catherine Juram, Pastor George Ammon and Pastor 
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William Wahl (May, 1955). Besides the invaluable conferences of 1954, from 
which we greatly benefited, these visits by the Board people have been greatly appre- 


ciated by us all 


XIII. Carthage 


We have promoted Carthage College on our territory by means oe reports and the 
familiar style letters that we mailed to the youth of our church. We have also repre- 
sented our Seminary and our Synod on the campus, in the recruitment program for 
‘Sons for the Ministry’’ and the Seminary. 


XIV. The Call 


“The Call’’ has been mailed, without date line, to nearly 1,500 young people of 
the Synod several times during the year. We thank those who have contributed to 
the editorial work. | 


XV. The Sower 


‘‘The Sower’’ has been: mailed to 1,200 Salen and sonchione:t in local Parish Educa- 
tion work. 


XVI. The Parish Education Letter 


‘“The Parish Education Letter’’ is an occasional letter, without date fine, which we 
have mailed for the sake of information to our pastors and the leaders whose names 
they report for our mailing list. In addition, we have furnished articles regularly to 
the Synodical Bulletin, Luther Life and Wisconsin: s ‘‘Associations.”* 


XVII. Evaluation 


Evaluation comes to us in our Parish Education programs when even our churches 
request it from the Parish Education Secretary. It comes particularly to us in May, 
1955, through the Board Representative, Rev. William Wahl. Twelve churches have 


availed themselves of his services. 


XVIII. Missions 


At the invitation of the Synod’s Committee of Foreign Missions we attended its 
meeting in mid-winter. Chief items in the report of Dr. Paul Graf were mimeographed — 
and sent one copy each to missions secretaries of our Luther Leagues. We are pleased 
with the promotion and response of our Sunday Schools to the Epiphany Appeal. We 
suggest that the missionary recruitment subject be considered regularly alongside the 
“Sons for the Ministry’’ appeal. The forming of new missions on our territory brings 
to our attention the increasing possibility of mission work, all of which should be 
relayed to the children and the adults of our churches. | | 


XIX. Field Work 


The Parish Education Secretary appeared in <foxtee -six of our churches in 1954 in 
varying kinds of programs, addresses, etc., directed to different groups as requested. He 
appeared at six camps, the four Luther League Conventions, one Sunday School 
Association Convention and through the spring tour with Miss Juram, made available 
to all of Synod’ s churches at least one meeting on Parish Education. 


XX. The Use of Hymns 


The singing of hymns at summer camps brought to our attention a ood in the 
way of hymn-sings and the general memorizing of hymns in schools and other groups. 
~ We intend to pursue this subject further in the days ahead when the new hymn book 
_ makes its appearance. 


Leadership Training 


Requests for programs for leadership training which have come to us, show us that 
much is yet to be desired. It is to this end that we have recommended the ‘‘Faith and 
Action’’ and other leadership courses. It is hoped that Sunday School groups, Luther 
Leagues, the King Arthur Boys’ Leadership Training, as well as the Night School wil’ 
be used to their fullest extent to train leaders for many types of church work. 
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XXII. Sons for the Ministry 


The Parish Education Secretary, along with the Committee on Seite for the 
Ministry, has vigorously promoted the “Sons for the Ministry’’ emphasis requested 
by Synod a year ago. The work has taken the form of: 1. Literature for the family, 
for the boys, the pastors and leaders, including also items in the Call and the Sower 
and the Synodical Bulletin. 2. The Parish Education Secretary traveled with the 
Seminary Choir into fourteen congregations with this appeal. 3. An exchange of 
pulpits has been arranged with Pastor Martin, Pastor Bartels and Dr. L. V. Downing 
responsible in the three conferences. 4. Retreats for boys have been scheduled in two 
conferences with Pastor Martin and Pastor Merle Franke the deans. 5. Vocations 
Rallies included in the several Luther League Conventions were addressed by the Parish 
Education Secretary 

It is our opinion that the subject of ‘‘Sons for the Ministry’’ should have special 
attention for many years to come. Not necessarily with a major campaign as in 1955, 
but always alongside the other things we promote in the Synod all the time. 


XXIII. Relationship to the Seminary 


The Parish Education Secretary has several times presented Christian Education and 
youth work both on normal class time and at special reson arranged with students — 
of Northwestern Seminary. | 


XXIV. Catechism 


The Parish Education Secretary is thankful for the sutellene of using a whole 
evening at the meeting of Central Conference to present the general subject of Parish 
Education. Members of the Committee assisted in the general discussion. One of the 
results of this discussion, together with the conclusions gathered from a questionnaire, 
show there is a wide variety of catechetical materials being used on the territory. We 
hope to find something definite in this field to point the way that pastors seem to 
seek in studying the catechetical program and in cutting down the mortality among 
youth church members. . 


XXV. Vocations Questionnaire 


With Duain Vierow, Vocations Secretary of the Minnesota Luther League, we have 
gathered the following conclusions about Luther Leaguers. Of 300 replies; 195 
attend Church School, 81 as teachers, 32 as helpers; 155 sing in church choirs; 26 
are acolytes; 276 claim to be active Luther Leaguers; 91 read the Bible daily ; 100 
have family devotions at home; 78 are interested in full-time Christian service, of 
whom 22 are considering the ministry and 22 parish work. To conclude: this is a 
remarkable indication of strength among our youth and we urge any program upon 
our people that will produce such results in our lives. 


The Unified Study ERSTE and edited by the Board of Parish Education of the 
U.L.C.A. will presently be published and distributed. It will emphasize further that 
Parish Education is a vast subject including all age groups and influencing, through 
many means, materials and methods the enthusiasm and general acquaintance that 
leads to fuller acceptance of our Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. We invoke the further 
aid of Almighty God and the continuing love of our brethren to the end that our 
department of Parish Education approach adequacy in the days ahead. 


Respectully yours in Christ, 
CLARENCE B. LUND 


On motion the report was adopted. 

Pastor Ralph Norman addressed the convention on behalf of Lu- 
theran Welfare work. 

Dr. G. Elson Ruff presented the work of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. 
_ ‘The meeting adjourned at a2 20 p.m. with prayer By eleetor Gordon 
Lindemann. 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BILLINGS, MONTANA 
May 25, 1955, 2:00 p.m. | 


A memorial service was held to honor the memories of the Rev. C. A. Piel, D.D., — 


and the Rev. W. J. E. Scott, who had entered into life eternal during the past year. 


Pastor Webster H. Clement was liturgist. The Rev. G. C. Koehler delivered the address 
in tribute to Dr. Piel. The Rev. I. R. Kraemer delivered the address in tribute to © 


Pastor Scott. | 
_ Following the memorial service Dr. Bishop called the convention to order. 


Secretary Lundquist presented the 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


Two important facts undergird the reality of life in twentieth century America. 
One is the rising importance of education. Because of the educational system in 
America, we are living in a day when advanced schooling is provided not for the 
favored minority alone, but for the overwhelming majority of our fellow citizens. 
Education has opened the way for the technological advances which have carried 
society so far in the first half of this century. Education will continue to develop young 
minds and provide scientific equipment with which the achievements, so awesome to 
date, will be further enlarged and multiplied. Education is the tool which is pro- 
viding a more abundant life in increased production of our farms and factories. 

Closely related to this truth however, is the second fact. As any generation we 
face grave moral issues and an imperative demand for growth in character. From 
every hand, thoughtful leaders are repeating the cry: ‘‘Give us moral character or we 
die.”” The answer to the elimination of war in international misunderstandings, as 
- well as the answer to a society within our own nation which can live at peace and 

good will, is to be found only in the development of a people of moral strength and 
Godly virtues. : 

Christian Colleges stand at the crossroads of decision and action which will deter- 
mine the character of the next century of American life. For we have a glorious 
opportunity to educate young minds under Christian ideals and influence, and to turn 
the tide toward victory in a great day of decision. When the perspective of history is 
available it will clearly be shown that through the products of colleges such as 
Carthage, America has chosen rightly in the hour of great decision. It is difficult to 
conceive of a more important task than that of Christian Higher Education in our 
day. Our primary task is two fold: to be sure that our college is true to its distinctive 
and extraordinary function as a Christian institution, and that its. academic standards 
4 hm In this way our Church College fulfills its responsibility in the stewardship 
of life. i 

Although we are aware that Carthage College is not one of the truly great liberal 
arts colleges of America, we can nevertheless note that it is a very good college and 
take pride in its present academic standing, particularly in the forward steps which 
have been taken in the current year. Our faculty is now one of the few faculties in 
American colleges which can boast that no one teaches without a masters degree or its 
equivalent and that almost fifty per cent have attained their doctorate. Forty-six 
per cent of our faculty have earned doctoral degrees. One-fourth of the students 
admitted to our freshmen class last September had graduated from high school in the 
upper ten per cent of their class. Of our honor students of last year 36 were eligible 
to return because they had not graduated. All did return with the exception of only 
three, and those three are accounted for through marriage, the Army, and transfer to a 
graduate school in accordance with plans held from the beginning of college work. 
This amounts to a unanimous endorsement of our college by our straight A students, 
for all of them saw fit to return to our campus to complete their education rather 
than deciding that we were wanting in laboratory or classroom and that a better 
education was available elsewhere. The matter of accreditation by all of the worthy 
accrediting groups is well known. Members of our faculty are producing printed 
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a works, and as budget expansion is sind we are hopeful that it will include in the 
a next few years some small sums to encourage and assist our faculty in bringing to 
: production the works of their fine minds. 

| It was encouraging to find the College’s enrollment increasing by five per cent this 

last fall. While Carthage still failed to attain the figure of four hundred, for which 
| we have been striving for several years, we finally came within ten of it where we 
ia: can easily reach the desired goal this coming year. 

: From the United States Office of Education facts have been received in regard to 
enrollment which we ought to keep before us as trustees. It is a known fact that 
enrollment in colleges of our country will continue to rise annually until 1970 at 
which time the increase will be approximately seventy per cent over that of 1952. 
However, we cannot assume that the enrollment of Carthage College will therefore 
increase by seventy per cent. Statistics now show that two types of schools lead all 
others in increased enrollment: These are junior colleges and teacher education colleges. 
‘The rapid expansion of junior colleges is an indication that young people are attending 
a school closer to home, enrolling in an institution within their own community. As 

4 | larger numbers of students matriculate in colleges and the larger percentage of our 
a population takes advantage of the opportunity of securing a higher education, the 
a @ | distances of travel to such schools are being shortened. The most significant state- 
a sf that can be made in regard to enrollment, however, is to call attention to the 

trend toward education on the campuses of state owned institutions where tuition 
costs are low. At one time the preponderant majority of students enrolled at private 
colleges. Gradually this changed to the situation where approximately half of the 
graduates of our college in recent times were from colleges such as Carthage, in the 
liberal arts tradition, while the other half came from our campuses of state institutions. 
The last two years, however, have witnessed the great swing towards the state campuses. 
+e In the fall of 1952 the tax supported institutions enrolled 7.5% more students than 

.@ the private colleges and universities. In 1953 this figure doubled amounting to 15%. 

a 4 However the contrast is even greater in the case of students entering college for the 
first time. In 1952 the number of such students enrolling in public institutions 
exceeded those in private by 35%. In 1953 the excess had increased to the very large 
figure of 43%. In view of these facts it is clear that the small liberal arts colleges 
which are going to experience a growth anywhere near the predicted 70% for all 
a colleges will be those who are favored by location and offer the proper curriculum 
1 to meet the demands of the incoming students. 

. a In the area of finance there is much to encourage us. The last fiscal year ending 
July 31 was one in which the college operated in the black with a surplus of approxi- 
mately $29,000. This has been possible through efficient and economical financial 
policies. It has been made possible also because the faculty has accepted salaries con- 
7 | siderably below what they would be paid elsewhere. The administration continues to 

3 hold in abeyance a great many educational programs which would benefit the college 
a but would require funds to put them in operation. 
| There have been increases in gifts received by our institution from four sources: 
1. The church. 2. The Alumni. 3. Gifts from individuals and from individual 
a congregations who gave over and above apportionment. 4. The contributions received 
| 7 from industry through the Associated Colleges of Illinois. 

a ) This last item is becoming increasingly encouraging. Each year that the Associated 
Colleges of Illinois continue their united efforts to contact industry the gifts received 
from corporations rises rapidly, both as to number and amount. It is not being 
too optimistic to predict that within the next year or two we ought to be receiving 


a from ten to fifteen thousand dollars annually from this source. After 244 years of 
a | operation the following receipts are reported by the Chicago office of Associated 7 
Colleges: 
aa £992. — ; $ 10, 280 


At its meeting in February of this year the Carthage College Board of Trustees 
passed the following resolution: 


but is delaying further action until the Carthage College Board expresses its opinion whether 


answer by March 1, 1955, and 
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— previous surveys aie pointed up the weaknesses of the Carthage College loca- 
tion, an 

Whereas, the facts appear to show that during the years ahead Carthage College could 
better serve the churches of its constituent synods by being located in Northern Illinois, near 
the center of church membership, and in a city with adequate transportation and student self- 
help opportunities. | 

Therefore this special committee recommends to the ‘Board of Trustees at Carthage Col 
lege that it approve relocation to Northern Illinois under the following conditions: 


1. Enough money (probably five million dollars) be secured from any or all of the fol- 
lowing sources 
a. Sale of present campus and property. 
b. Financial aid from community in which it is relocated. 
c. Gifts from constituent synods. 
d. Gifts from individual benefactors, alumni, etc. 
ce. and from other sources. 
2. These qualifications must be completed within fous 3 years of final approval of reloca- 
tion by the synods at their next annual convention. 


To make possible a college of 800 student capacity (600 resident and 200 commuting 
students) with no more than 20% beginning indebtedness. 

And that the Illinois, Northwest, Wartburg, and Iowa synods be asked to approve at their 
respective 1955 conventions this proposed action under the conditions above outlined, thereby 
giving full authority to the Board of Trustees at Carthage — to proceed with the reloca- 
tion, subject to the restrictions heretofore stated.” 


It is the hope of the Board that the Northwest Synod will: give unanimous 
approval to this action. Prayerful consideration of this important subject has led 
to the conclusion that the relocation of Carthage would eliminate the greatest, single 
impediment to the College’s increase in size and strength. Lack of local population, 
absence of industry, scarcity of transportation facilities, and distance from the center 
_ of the College’s constituency are factors which have caused the question of the College's 
relocation to be raised for eighty of its eighty-five years of existence. It is the hope of 
the Board that a College of tremendously increased strength and prestige will emerge 
through a removal of Carthage College to the best possible location. Synodical approval 
is necessary in order to learn whether it is possible for the College to sell its present 
property and secure the necessary funds for moving. 

_ Hearty appreciation is expressed to the Northwest Synod for the support, financial 
and otherwise, which it is constantly displaying toward its College. Without this, 
especially in the degree to which it has been evident within the Northwest Synod in 
recent years, the College would today be in a state of serious crisis. The encouraging 
interest and counsel of President Bishop, and the help of the great majority of pastors 
and congregations of Synod, have been of inestimable help. Plans for the future are 
all based on the goal of a Church College which will be thoroughly Christian in 
character, strong financially, and academically sound—faithfully serving the Church 
and its youth in a stewardship of life and in the highest traditions of Christian 
Higher Education. 

Respectfully submitted, 


HAROLD H. LENTZ, President 
Carthage College 


iF 
oF 
$2 
43 
? 
> 
4 
tr 
ii 
i 
ve 
& 
| 
~ 
bs 
: 
4 
2 | 
3 
j 
j , 
q ; 
= 
q > 
ae 
#3 
{ 
‘ 
j 
4 4 
; 
4 
4 
: 
a 4 
i 
4 is 
& 
a} 
¥ 
¥ 
he 


. Endowment and Other Non-Expendable Funds___ 


Billings 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL REPORT 


July 31, 1954 
Assets 
Current Fund: | 
Cash $ 5,624.23 
Inventories 47,281.49 
Other 6,202.85 
Due from Plant Fund 91,713.49 
Student Loans: 
Cash $ 4,225.18 
Student Notes 3,335.41 


Plant Funds 


Total Assets | 

Liabilities 

Current Fund: | | 

Accounts Payable va $ 16,965.85 
Deposit Accounts 3,766.95 
Bank Loans | | 25,000.00 
Accruals i 16,640.24 
Due to Other Funds 31,174.88 
Deferred Income | : 3,960.00 
Wartburg Synod Schol. 2,000.00 
Mortgage Loan Payable____.. 170,000.00 
Reserve for Hosp’n. | 3 8,400.29 
Current Fund Deficit __ 118,539.29. 
Student Accounts Cr. 269.96 


Student Loan Funds 
End. and Other Non- Funds 


$ 160,658.48 


7,560.59 


827,477.73 
1,380,249.74 


$2,375,946.54 


$ 160,658.48 


7,560.59 
827,477.73 


Plant Fund: 
Accounts Payable $ 8,152.88 — 
Due to Current Fund__- | 91,713.49 
Chapel Music Hall 405,756.75 
Library Building Fund 1,798.42 
Reyer Play Field 36,327.35 2 
Net Investment in Plant 649,489.31  $1,380,249.74 
Total Liabilities $2,375,946.54 
- STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSE 
Income 
. Educational and General: 
Net Student Income $146,099.41 
Endowment Fund Income 31,786.53 
Board of Education : 9,000.00 
Illinois Synod 555,093.43 
Iowa Synod | 15,204.55 
Wartburg Synod 10,168.63 
Northwest Synod 36,412.00 
Century Club 1,600.00 
Other Gifts 9,821.88 $315,186.43 
Auxiliary Enterprises and Activities 237,304.08 
Other Revenues | 6,489.39 
Total Income $558,979.90 
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Expenses A 
1. Educational and General: | 
General and Administrative | 93,765.57 
Instructional 144,155.56 
Library 15,111.01 | | 
Operations and Maintenance Physical Plant... 57,901.54 $310,933.68 
2. Auxilary Enterprises $206,670.46 
3. Other Non Educational___ 12,468.66 
“Total Expenditures $530,072.80 
Excess of Income | $ 28,907.10 


On motion the report was adopted. 
Dr. Harold Lentz, President of Carthage College, addressed the con- 
vention. 


Pastor Paul L. Roth presented the 


REPORT OF THE COLLEGE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 


In accordance with he dual function given to this Committee by the last conven- 
tion of Synod, we have proceeded with the planning for (1) the establishment of a 

Lutheran College of Liberal Arts in the State of Wisconsin, and (2) any proposal for 
the re-location of Carthage College in or near the State of Wisconsin. 

Dividing into four subcommittees, charged with the consideration of Site, Finance, 
Curriculum, and Liaison with Carthage College, we have pursued these various 
aspects of our commission, meeting periodically for reports and decisions. A prelim- 
inary study of conceivable sites has been made, possibilities for financial support have 
been explored, and broad outlines of organization and curriculum have been examined 
under the guidance and direction of Dr. Gould Wickey, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Higher Education. 

Due to the course of events, however, most of the Committee’s time has been 
consumed with the possibilities of number 2 (proposals for the re-location of 
Carthage College). Meetings have been held with the Board of Carthage College 
and the officials of other Synods supporting Carthage. We feel that these joint meetings 
and the work of our Committee have had considerable bearing on the decision reached 
by the Board of Trustees of Carthage College, in its ‘meeting on February 4, 1955, 
to re-locate Carthage College subject to certain stipulated conditions. The resolution 
passed by the trustees of Coithans College on the stated date has been distributed to 
the pastors of our synod; however, we feel it wise to incorporate the complete text 
in our report at this point. Following is the Resolution passed by the Board of 
Trustees of Carthage College on Pebewary 4, 1955: 


Resolution 


Whereas, the Northwest Synod is considering the organization of a college in 
Wisconsin, but is delaying further action until the Carthage College Board expresses 
_its opinion whether it is possible and feasible to re-locate Carthage College in or near 
Wisconsin and desires an answer by March I, 1955, and | 

Whereas previous surveys have pointed up the weaknesses of the Carthage College 
location, and 

Whereas the facts appear to show that during the years ahead Carthage College 
could better serve the churches of its constituent synods by being located in Northern 
Illinois, near the center of church membership, and in a city with adequate trans- 
portation and student self-help opportunities, 

Therefore, this special committee recommends to the Board of Teasens at Carthage 
College that it approve relocation to Northern Illinois under the following conditions: 
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1. Enough money (probably five million dollars) be secured from any or all 
of the following sources: 
a. Sale of present campus and property. 
b. Financial aid from community in which it is re-located. 
c. Gifts from constituent synods. 
_d. Gifts from individual benefactors, alumni, etc. 


e. And from other sources. 

2. These qualifications must be completed within four years of final approval of 
relocation by the synods at their next annual convention. 

To make possible a college of 800 student capacity (600 resident and 200 


commuting students) with no more than 20% beginning indebtedness. 

And that the Illinois, Northwest. Wart>urg, and Iowa synods be asked to approve 
at their respective 1955 conventions this proposed action under the conditions above 
outlined, thereby giving full authority to the Board of Trustees at Carthage College 
- to proceed with the relocation, subject to the restrictions heretofore stated. 


Following are the recommendations of your College Planning Committee: 


1. Concurring in the basic proposal of the above quoted resolution, i.c., to obtain the ap- 
proval of the four supporting synods for the relocation of Carthage College, this Com- 
mittee recommends adoption of the resolution by the convention with the following inter- 
pretation: 


(a) That to re-locate (quote) “in Northern Illinois, near the center of church member- 
bership, and in a city with adequate transportation and student self-help opportuni- 
ties” can only mean the extreme northeastern section of Illinois; and although the 
legal representative of the Carthage Board advises that moving the college across the 
state line would be fraught with legal encumbrances, we feel the possibility of mov- 
ing into the southeastern section of Wisconsin should not be precluded; 

(b) That-the size of the student body and proportion of commuting students should not 
be limited by the statement of the resolution. _ 

2. If this effort to secure approval for the relocation of Carthage College does not materialize, 
the Committee recommends that the first part of the original commission to this Com- 
mittee be continued, to-wit, “, + + plan for the establishment of a Lutheran College of 


Liberal Arts in . . . the State of Wisconsin . . .” 


Respectfully submitted,. 


; | PAUL L. ROTH, Chairman 
| | College Planning Committee 


On motion, Section (a) of Recommendation No. | of the Commit- 
tee’s report was amended so as to delete the words, ‘‘can only mean,’ 
and to substitute therefor the words, “should include careful consider- 
ation Of 

On motion, Recommendation No. 1, as amended, was adopted. 

On motion, Recommendation No. 2 was tabled. 

On motion, the report as a whole, as amended, was adopted. 


Mr. W. oO. Helwig presented the 
REPORT OF BUDGET COMMITTEE 


Based on an anticipated Budget of $740,000, we respectfully recommend: 
1. That the following distribution of oe receipts for the General Benevolence be 
made for the year 1955: 


| | Percentage 
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Uniee® Lutteran Charch in America... ... 59.2% 
100.0% 

2. That Inner Missions be divided as follows: | 
Lutheran Welfare Society—Minnesota ............ 27.0% 
Lutheran Welfare Society—North Dakota........................ 4.0% 
100.0% 

3. That University Student Work be divided as follows: : 
North Dakota Agricultural College.................. er 10.0% 
100.0% 


Respectfully submitted, 


BUDGET COMMITTEE 


(Signed) W . HELWIG, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 


By common consent it was agreed that, if that part of the inner missions budget 
designated for Nachusa Children’s Home and/or Tabitha Home should not be requested 
by these institutions, the treasurer be authorized to divide such funds among the 


four Lutheran Welfare Societies on our territory in the proportion indicated in the 


budget. 


On motion, Mr. Helwig was given a rising vote of thanks in appre- 
ciation for his excellent services as treasurer. 

On motion, the consideration of the amendments to the Constitution 
of the U. L. C. A. was made a special order of business at 9:15 A.M., 
Thursday morning, May 26. 

In order to permit the conferences to meet, the meeting was ad journed 
at 4:05 P.M., with prayer by the Rev. Merle G. Franke. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE 
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BILLINGS, MONTANA 
: May 25, 1955, 8:00 p.m. 


The Service of Ordination was held on Wednesday evening at 8 o’cleck in First 
Lutheran Church. The liturgists for The Service were Vice Presidents Forrest J. Clark, 
Amos G. Streich, and Theodore S. Rees. Pastor L. Glenn Cloninger preached the 
sermon, using as his text, Matthew 28:18-20. Pastor George L. Lundquist, secretary 
> Synod, presented the candidates for ordination to the president of Synod, Dr. Paul 

Rikon who ordained them. Pastor Lundquist administered the Sacrament of 
Hots Communion to the ordinands. 

Those ordained were Luther H. Jacobson. Alvin E. Jenkins, Dewaine K. Kolbo, 
Charles W. Luhn, Donald F. Riechers, and Karl A. Schmidt. ; 

In addition to the president and secretary of Synod, those who Ee Hamel in 
the laying on of hands were Pastors Harvey C. Seebach, Eugene Hasselquist, 
Paul L Graf, D.D., Jerome Miller, R. R. Doering, and Carl A. | 
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THURSDAY MORNING SESSION 


FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BILLINGS, MONTANA 
May 26, 1955, 8:30 a.m. 


The Rev. Robert Weeden conducted the Matins service. The Rev. Robert Bartels. 
preached the sermon, using as his texts, Matthew 10:39 and John 12:24. 

_ The President called the convention to order at 9:20 a.m. | 

Pastor Marvin Moll reported for the Committee on Elections that the following 
had received a majority of the votes cast: 


For the Stewardship Committee: 
Term to expire in 1956: The Rev. William ne 
The Rev. G. William Genszler 
Mr. Martin Beaumont 
Mr. John Jouno 


Term to expire in 1957: The Rev. Franklin Heglund 
3 Mr. Paul Holcomb 
Mr. Norman Nelson 


Term to expire in 1958: The Rev. Paul Graf, D.D. 
Mr. Elmer Scheuermann 


For the Board of Directors of Northwestezn Lutheran Theological Seminary: 
Term to expire in 1958: The Rev. I. B. Kindem 
The Rev. A. A. Zinck, D.D. 
Mr. Arthur L. Grede 


For the Youth and Christian Education Committee: 
Term to expire in 1958: The Rev. Paul L. Roth 


For the Board of Trustees of Carthage College: 
Term to expire in 1959: The Rev. Theodore S. Rees 


The president thereupon declared these men elected. The convention proceeded 
~ with further balloting. 

Pastor Robert Girod reported for the C ganialetes on Minutes that mimeographed 
TT. Wednesday's sessions had been distributed. On motion, the minutes were 
adopt 

Secretary Lundquist resented the proposed amendments to the constitution of the 
United Lutheran Church | in America for ratification. On motion, action on them was 
until the 1956 convention, 


Dr. Paul L. Graf presented the 
REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


The Stewardship Committee has met four times during the year. 


_ The Committee has continued to try to keep before our people ways of putting their 
Christian faith into action. It has concerned itself with aiding and promoting the 
winning of men to Christ through Evangelism and the Stewardship of money. 


Evangelism 


The Committee aided in the promotion of the Milwaukee Conference in Seite’ 
and cooperated in every possible way. We wrote Church Councils urging them to send 
their Pastors. 

“Know Your Church,” a pamphlet for parish visitation, was titel: 

In the workshops the on-going parish evangelism program was stressed. 

We look forward to the gigantic effort on the part of our ULCA in 1956-57 in the 
field of evangelism as approved by the Toronto Convention. We include a*recommen- 
dation in this report that we have the program in our Synod in 1957. 
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Comparative Giving | 
—General Benevolence—— —Lutheran World Action— 


Increase Year Increase 
$425,056.87 $78,508.73 
457,982.99 $32,926.12 1951 79,392.43 $ 883.70 
526,981.86 68,998.87 82,176.79 | 2,784.36 
588,144.31 61,162.45. 82,517.78 340.99 
684,425.78 96,281.47 «84,415.76 1,897.98 


Lutheran World Action | 


_ Beside the gifts of money given to Lutheran World pea as listed above, our he | 
have cooperated in the used clothing drives and in resettlement. : 
Bh. — for Lutheran World Action is $2,962,000 in 1955 or 14% higher 
than in bs 

New films available to aid in the promotion of Lutheran World Action include two f 
full-color, sound films, ‘‘Song of Sumatra,’’ 40 minutes, and “Outpost in the Andes,”’ : 
33 minutes; a special children’s filmstrip in color, ‘“The Travelin’ -Man"; also film-— 
strips, ‘“The Uprooted,”’ “‘Refugees Our Brothers,’’ and ‘‘Inside Indonesia.”’ 


Literature 


New printed materials were confined this year to the 55,000 booklets for Loyalty 7. 
_ Sunday and a reprint of ‘‘Know Your Church.”’ 
It is planned to print another booklet for use on Loyalty Sunday of this year. | ta 
The Committee continued the practice of publishing the monthly Stewardship Letter. _ if 
The Committee issues the Synodical Bulletin thirteen times a year. Dr. McCreary oa 
acts as the editor. A recent survey conducted by the Stewardship Committee indicates i 4 
_ the Bulletin is well received. The greatest demand for ii change was the request | 
or more news. 


The Lutheran. | 


As of March 21 there were 7,088 vdbaciitiiia to The Lutheran. A year ago, 6,969. ‘4 
Our Synod is fifth in the Synods of the U.L.C.A. in the number of subscribers. ae 


Audio-Visual Aids 


A filmstrip for Sunday Schools to dechonitinns wane happens to our see was 
prepared by Dr. Paul Wetzler and Dr. George McCreary. Over one hundred of these 
have been requested by our schools and given to them without cha 

We are in the process of making an up-to-date set of the slides, “My Church and I,”” 
which we furnished several years ago. | Ea 

The audio-visual library of our Synod continues to grow.in size and in usefulness. | ne 
The library: is under the direction of the Stewardship Secretary. ? 


Seminary Convocation 


The Stewardship Committee cooperated with the committee from Northwestern 
Seminary in conducting the annual convocation by supplying a speaker in the practical — 
field, the Stewardship Secretary of the ULCA, Dr. Henry Endress. Dr. Elson Ruff has 
been scheduled for 1956. 

The Committee paid from its budget the travel expenses of our Pastors to the Con- 
vocation. 


Workshops 


Numerous workshops 1 were held in 1955 so that more councilmen might participate. 
Twelve workshops were held in Minnesota and Wisconsin late in April and early May. 
Several will be held in the Western Conference immediately after ‘Synod. 


Honored Helwig 


When Synod Treasurer Walter Helwig was elected President of the Lutheran Lay- | 4 
men’s Movement for Stewardship of the United Lutheran Church, the Stewardship = 
Committee acted as hosts to the members of the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement in the ' 
Sadeet rg area and honored Mr. Helwig. Speakers of the evening included Synod : 

resident 


ishop, Synodical Stewardship Secretary McCreary, Lutheran Laymen’s Move- 
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ment Executive Director Henry Endress, Church Extension Secretary Bowman, and 
Mr. Helwig. 


Lutheran Laymen's Movement 


One of the objectives of the Stewardship Committee for 1955 is to have at least one 
man from every congregation of the Synod of the Northwest a member of the Lutheran 
Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship of the United Lutheran Church. This layman's 
group underwrites the total cost oF the Stewardship Department of the U.L.C.A. 


Family Altar 


_ The Committee, cognizant of the fact that our worship of God is a most important 
part of our Stewardship, continues the publishing of the daily devotional booklet, ‘“The 
Word in Season,’’ under the editorship of Dr. Jonas Dressler. A complete report on 
this project appears after this report. | 


Every Member Visitation 


It is quite generally accepted among persons responsible for church fund raising that 
_ there is no substitute for the Every Member Visitation. Our Synod has for several years 
been using a variety of methods to secure annual pledges for the work of the church. 
The Stewardship Committee believes that it is essential that we should have a very 
complete and highly organized Every Member Visitation in our parishes in 1956. We 
are convinced that we should take advantage of the sector plan of the United Lutheran 
Church Stewardship Department in éarrying out this visitation. 


Fund Counselor 


_ More and more churches are taking advantage of the services of wistibiicant com- 
panies in the matter of capital fund campaigns. In a sense these commercial companies 
are becoming our Stewardship ‘“‘theologians.’’ We believe it is time for our Synod to 
engage a man in this field under the direction of our Synod where we can safeguard our 
stewardship theology and philosophy. 

Our United Lutheran Church has recently added a second man in ‘this area. They 
_ will add additional personnel as soon as they can be found. 


Rich Blessings 


Our Lord has indeed blessed His Chasth and causes it to move forward in spite of 
our feeble efforts. As responsible stewards of the Almighty God we must ever bring 
the Means of Grace to people. The practical programs offered by this Committee have 
this objective in mind. We must have promotion and programs to demonstrate to our- 
selves and others how to put His Word into practice. As we practice the Christian 
religion we strengthen our faith and grow in grace. As we practice the Christian re- 
ligion we win others through our personal efforts and gifts because of the power of the 
Holy Spirit working in and through us. Christian waited is a result of faith and a 
means of strengthening faith. 


We Would Recommend: : 


1. That we make Stewardship the theme of our 1956 synodical convention, promoting the 


sector plan. 
2. That we invite the Stewardship Office of the United Lutheran Church in America to 


conduct this sector plan in the Synod of the Northwest in 1956. | 
_ 3. That we make Evangelism the theme of our 1957 Synodical Convention, promoting 
the Evangelism program of the United Lutheran Church. 

4. That we inform the Board of Social Missions of the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 


ica that we desire them to conduct the Evangelism Program adopted by the Toronto Conven- 
tion on the territory of the Northwest Synod in 1957. 
5. That we authorize the Executive Committee of the Northwest Synod to engage a full 


time fund counselor. 
6. That we urge every congregation in Synod to try to secure at least one member for the 


Lutheran Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship of the U.L.C.A. 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL L. GRAF, Chairman 


On motion, Recchamendaxion No. 1 was adopted. ~ 
On motion, Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
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- On motion, Recommendation No. 1 of the Supplementary Report of 
the Executive Committee, relative to the Sector Plan for Stewardship, 
was adopted. 


On separate motions, Recommendations No. 3, 4, 5, and 6 were 


adopted. 


The Reseet of the Stewardship Committee also inclyded the follow- 


ing: 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE, SYNOD OF THE 
NORTHWEST 


Department of the Devotional Booklets 
"THE WORD IN SEASON" 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


March 11, 1955 


Stewardship Committee, Synod of the Northwest 
Department of Devotional Booklets, ‘“The Word in Season”’ 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Gentlemen: 


I have examined the balance sheet of the Devotional Booklet Department as of Decem- 
ber 31, 1954, and the statements of income and surplus for the year then ended. The 
examination Was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards applic- 
able in the circumstances, and it included such tests of the accounting records and other 
supporting evidence and such other procedures as were considered necessary. 

- In my opinion, the accompanying balance sheet and related statements of income and 
surplus present fairly the position of the Booklet Department at December 31, 1954, 
and the results of its operations for the year, in conformity with generally accepted 
paoeaty principles applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) R. A. STRAND, C.P.A. 
4213 Toledo Avenue 
St. Louis Park 
Minneapolis 16, Minnesota 


The sumbie of booklets published in 1953 and 1954 is shown below together with 


the quantities resold to Augsburg Publishing House for their own account. 


1953 1954 
| Sales to Sales to 
| Published Augsburg Published Augsburg 
4. Lent ees 480,560 92,390 473,200 65,040 
,2. Post Easter - 400,000 75,840 377,000 46,920 
4. Autumn 395,000 T4471 370,000. 48,820 
5. Advent | : 395,000 61,580 | 375,000 47,350 
Total. | 2, 2,479,840 434,377 2,345,200 295,108 


The decrease in the number of booklets published of 134,640 is attributable to the 
decrease in booklets purchased by Augsburg Publishing House for their own use. Augs- 
burg started publishing their own booklet during the year. 

Selling price of the booklets was increased from $3.00 to $3.50 per hundred starting 
with the Epiphany issue. Prices to Canadian Churches from $3.25 to $3.75, United 
Lutheran Publication House (approximately 30,000), from $2.10 to $2.50, Book- 
shops from $2.50 to $3.00 and Single Subscriptions from 45¢ to 50¢ per six issues. 
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$20,926.07 
$ 646.28 


$ 1,018.04 


$22,590.39 


$ 6,670.93 


$15,919.46 


62 
BALANCE SHEET 
As of December 31, 1954 
Assets 
Current Assets: | 
Cash in Bank $11,033.67 
Accounts Receivable—Booklets 9,912.40 
Inventories: | 
Postage Stamps __.... $ 387.16 
Wrapping Supplies 259.12 
Fixed Assets: | 
Office Furniture and Equipment. 1,541.02 
Less Reserve for Depreciation : ae 522.98 
Total Assets 
Liabilities 
Current Liabilities : | 
Prepaid Single Subscriptions oibcinsic $ 747.50 
Augsburg Publishing House ; | 5,646.73. 
Net Worth Account: 
Balance January S13 5024i1 


CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
For the Year 1954 


$22,590.39. 


$ 1,943.69 


$69,074.18 


Balance—December 31, | 

Sales—Booklets Direct $61,499.48 
Sales—Booklets—Augsburg Publishing ‘House 851.64 
Sales—Stamps and Wrapping Supplies | 699.61 
Checks Redeposited and Premium on Canadian Checks _ 23.45 

Disbursements: 
Publishing Costs _ | | | $37,397.94 
Postage and Meter Expense _ 5,845.47 
Wrapping Labor __ 5,043.90 
Office Salaries _. | 8,830.80 
Wrapping Supplies 805.91 
Office Supplies and Expenses S 342.06 
Office Equipment... ___- | 402.85 
Bank Charges 38.32 
Auditing | 50.00 
Editing : 300.00 
Refunds and Checks Returned é 26.25 
Advertising | 60.00 
Gifts ‘ 70.00 
Withholding Tax 228.10: 


$71,017.87 


$60,004.20 


Balance on Hand December 31, 1954 


H. A. BURMEISTER 
J. H 


$11,013.67 


. DRESSLER 


Fis 
{ 2 
7-3-2 
¥ 
‘3 
= 
& 
| 
$ 
i 
igs 
by 
4 
i, 
, 
4 
+ 
x 
§ 
og 
. 
x 
4 
= 
; 4 
f 
= 
s 
Bek 
cs 
4 
3 4 
% 
| 
= 
» 
5 
5 
€ 
i = 
= 
~ 
4 
$ a 
4 
¢ 


1955 63 


On motion, the report as a whole was adopted. 


It was moved and carried that voting on the third ballot for any of the positions 
not yet filled, be limited to the two nominees for each office having the highest number 
of votes short of election on the second ballot. 

Pastor Marvin Moll reported for the Committee on Elections that there was no 
election on the second ballot. The convention proceeded to cast the third ballot. 


Dr. George B. McCreary presented the 
REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP SECRETARY 


Between May 1, 1954, and May 1, 1955, your Stewardship Secretary traveled about 


60,000 miles by train, car and airplane, and carried on his ministry in the following 


manner: 


Editing the Synodical Bulletin which now runs 51,000 copies a week. 

Served as a member of The United Lutheran Church’s Organizational Commission, 
and as chairman of one of its four committees. 

Preached 44 sermons in congregations of Synod and spoke in 26 Sunday Schools. 
a Taught classes in Stewardship and Evangelism in Northwestern Lutheran Theological 

minary. 

Served as a member of the synodical Budget Committee. 

Served as a member of the seminary board. 

Taught in the Board of American Missions school at Clear Lake, California. 
oe the production details of the Stickman filmstrip written by Dr. Paul L. 

etzler 

Produced materials for Synod’s Loyalty Sunday ee: in which 129 congrega- 
tions took part. 

Taught in the Sitenssote Bible camp for one week. 

Delivered 17 addresses. 

Took part in two retreats for laymen. 

Administered the Lord’s Supper at four services. 

Attended Western, Central and Wisconsin conferences. 

Attended Wisconsin and Central pre-Lenten retreats. ) 

Conducted 15 Stewardship workshops. : 

Attended the 19th biennial convention of The United Lutheran Church in Toronto 
as a delegate. 

Took part in four lay Evangelism visitations. 

Spoke at two anniversary services. 

Served as a member of the ULCA Board of Social Missions. 

Attended 97 meetings. 

Attended the Evangelism Conference in Milwaukee, and served as host pastor at 


_ Martin Luther Church, Milwaukee. 


Helped promote The Lutheran in the Northwest Synod. 
Traveled to promote Lutheran World Action. 
Served on the seminary convocation committee. 


Respectfully 
(Signed) GEORGE B. McCREARY 


On motion the report was adopted, and Pastor McCreary was given 
a rising vote of thanks for his services as Stewardship Secretary during 


the past year. 


Secretary Lundquist presented the 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY ON CONFERENCES 


The Western Conference met on September 28, 1954, at St. John’s Church, Great 
Falls, Montana. It has no memorials to present to synod. | 
_ The Wisconsin Conference met on September 20 and 21, 1954, at Trinity Church, 
Kenosha, Wisconsin. At that meeting it adopted the following resolution: ‘“‘Resolved 
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that the Wisconsin Conference petition the Executive Committee of Synod to see if 
date of Spring Convention of Synod can be changed to 30 or 60 days later.”’ 

The foregoing resolution was considered by the Executive Committee at its December 
6/1954, meeting, with a decision to leave the dates of convention as previously deter- 
mined, May 24 to 26, 1955. 

The Central Conference met on September 14 and 15, 1954, at First Church, Can- 
non Falls, Minnesota. It met again in special session on February 15, 1955, at Prince 
of Peace Church, St. Louis Park, wtmnesote. At that meeting, it adopted the following 
resolution : 

‘Resolved that the Synod appoint a representative committee of clergy and laymen 
to study and make recommendations for the establishment of a Home or Homes for 
the Aged in the territory within the Synod's jurisdiction at such place or places as the 


needs require; 
‘‘And be it further resolved that we respectfully request that the Executive Commit- 


_tee of Synod prepare preliminary studies relative to this matter, such studies to be ready 
for presentation when the Central Conference memorial on this matter is brought before 
the 1955 convention of Synod.”’ 

The foregoing resolutions were considered by the Executive Committee at its meet- 
ing on February 21, 1955, and a committee was appointed to study the matter and 
to bring its recommendations to the May 23 meeting of the Executive Committee. The 
committee consists of Mr. Theodore Stump, chairman, and Judge Ronold Drechsler, 
both members of the Executive Committee; and the Rev. Robert Kugler, pastor of 


Mound’s View Church, St. Paul. 
Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, Secretary 
April 5, 1955 


He announced the following elections at the Conference meetings on 

May 25: 

Central Conference—-Mr. Elmer H. Scheuerman was elected to be lay 
representative on the Executive Committee of Synod for a two- -year 
term. 

Western Conference-—President, The Rev. Forrest J. Clark, 

Vice President, The Rev. Marlin G. Evenson 
Secretary- Treasurer, The Rev. Eugene L. Hasselquist 


Wisconsin Conference—Judge Ronald Drechsler was re-elected as lay 
representative on the Executive Committee of Synod; 
Pastor R. R. Doering was elected to the Board of Directors of 


~Nachusa Children’ s Home. 


As a to his report, Pastor the fol- 
lowing: 


CONSENSUS OF OPINIONS EXPRESSED BY MEMBERS 
OF COMMITTEES FOR HOMES FOR THE AGED 


|. Location. 


Ideally, a Home for the Aged should be located near a hospital and within 
walking distance of a church, branch postoffice, barber and beauty shops and 
stores. There also should be sufficient grounds large enough to permit sitting in 
the sun and to putter around in a garden. These conditions could be met in any 
major city or in a suburb of our larger cities near a shopping center. 


2. Single or Multiple Story Building. 
From the point of view of the Old Folks, a single story building is most desirable; 
however in our Northern Climate, a 2 o: 3 story. building has considerable ad- 
vantages primarily in heating and upkeep. Construction casts arc lower in a 
multiple story building. We believe this pceint could best be settled by the Build- 
ing Committee of the particular area to be served, in conjunction with their architect. 
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3. How to Obtain Competent Management and Staff. 


Competent management can be recruited from our own Synod but must be trained. 
Also an experienced Lutheran group, an operating agency, will manage these 
homes under a lease arrangzment under such conditions and express stipulations as 
Synod may designzte. Under proper management they will be self-supporting. 


4. How Shall These Homes be Financed. 


‘The money to construct these Homes for the Aged can come from either a Synod- 
wide Appeal or from a campaign within the churches of our Synod in the area 
which the Home would logically serve. While this committee feels that this is 
a matter for Synod to decide, they lean toward an Area Appeal rather than a 
Synod-wide Appeal. 


5. What Guests Shall be Admitted. 


We feel that there can be no restrictions because of race, color or creed. However, 
we feel that Lutherans should be given preference and that being a Lutheran In- 
stitution, Lutherans will be naturally attracted to it. 


6. Legal Aspects. | | | / 
It will be necessary to incorporate each Home for the Aged located outside the 


State of Minnesota, in the state in which it is located. This is necessary to make 
gifts to it deductible from federal income and estate taxes and exempt from local 


taxation. 
| (Signed) T. E. STUMP, Chairman 


On motion this report was accepted as information for distribution 
to the convention. 
On motion the report as a whole was adopted. 


Pastor Webster Clement presented 


THE REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST 


During this past year one of Synod’s clergymen and one of her missionaries in British 
Guiana have been called to their Home Above. A Memorial Service will be held in their 
honor at one of the afternoon sessions of Pygons The obituaries of these two beloved 


pastors follow: 
The Rev. Chases Alton Piel, D.D. 


The Rev. Dr. Charles Alton Piel was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on Febru- 
ary 2, 1890. He graduated from Thiel College, Greenville, Pennsylvania, in 1919, 
after having served in the United States Navy during World War I. He was a mem- 
ber of Northwestern. Lutheran Theological Seminary’s second graduating class in 1922. 
3. Rev. Mr. Piel received the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Carthage 
College. 

Dr. Piel served the parishes of St. James’, Minneapolis, and St. John’ s, Duluth, Nine 
nesota; Trinity, Carthage, Illinois: St. John’ s, Elkhorn, and then Reformation, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. He became pastor of Reformation in February, 1939, and served 
that congregation until his death on June 1, 1954. 

During the years that Dr. and Mrs. Piel were at Reformation Church the congrega- 
tion grew from 2,000 to 2,500 baptized members. Another noted achievement of his 

pastorate there was the cancellation of the entire debt. 
| It was during Dr. Piel’s student days at Thiel College that he was one of the found- 
ers of the Brotherhood Sadhe Aleph, a Hebrew letter organization devoted to encourag- 
ing young men to enter the Christian ministry. Many have been those who have been 
inspired to enter the ministry through the kindly leadership of Pastor Piel. To quote 
one of them: “‘All during my lifetime Dr. Piel has been one of those mountains of 
inspiration whose grandeur has increased with the passing of the years.’ 

Dr. Piel is survived by his faithful wife, formerly Marjorie Bacher, whose whole 
life has been one of active devotion and service in the Church. 

Dr. Piel was buried in Milwaukee, June 4. The Rev. Dr. Paul E. Bishop, president 
of the — of the Northwest, preached the bears sermon on the text of Philip- 
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pians 1 :21——‘‘For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.’’ The Rev. Amos G. Streich, 
president of the Wisconsin Conference of Synod, and the Rev. Robert B. Anderson, — 
Dr. Piel’s Associate pastor at Reformation, assisted with the service. 


The Rev. Wylock J. E. Scott 


The Rev. Wylock J. E. Scott, one of the beloved missionaries of the United ee 
Church in America, and a clergy member of the Synod of the Northwest, passed away 
at his post of duty in British Guiana on June 17, 1954. He died in Georgetown, 
British Guiana, just as he was about to leave on a well earned furlough, at the early 
age of 45 years. 

Pastor Scott was born in- Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1908 and graduated from the 
Milwaukee School of Engineering in 1926. After several years service with the Bell 
Telephone Company he entered Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary and was 
graduated and ordained in 1945. He was pastor of the Holdingford parish in Minne- 
sota, from 1945 to 1947, and of Calvary Lutheran Church, Two Rivers, Wisconsin, 
from 1947 to 1951. In 1951 he was commissioned as a missionary to British Guiana. 
He participated there in the thorough reorganization of the Church and establishment 
of the Lutheran Press and bookstore. 

Pastor Scott is survived by his faithful wife and helpmeet, Mrs. Viola Scott; by two 
daughters, Ivy S. and Judith N., and one son, Michael Brian. Mrs. Scott has endeared 
herself to millions by her interesting and helpful articles as a staff writer of ‘‘The 
Lutheran” and as a contributor to the bulletins of the Synod of the Northwest. She 
has also _sent most timely monthly messages to the congregations of Synod. 

Funeral services were held on June 23 in Ebenezer Church, New Amsterdam, and 
Calvary Church, Georgetown, British Guiana; and in the Church of the Reformation, 
Milwaukee, on June 29. The Rev. Dr. Paul E. Bishop, president of the Synod of the 
Northwest, the Rev. Dr. Herman Gilbert of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, and the Rev. I. R. Kraemer, pastor of Resurrec- 
tion Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, participated in the service. The Rev. Wylock J. E. 
Scott was buried in Milwaukee. | | ae 

Respectfully submitted, 


WEBSTER H. CLEMENT, 
On motion the report was } adopted. 


Secretary Lundquist presented the 


REPORT OF THE HISTORIAN 


| All materials of historical significance concerning the work of our Synod and its 


parishes which have been received during the year have been duly filed. Pastors are 
urged to send copies of programs of historical observances in their parishes to the his- 
torian for his file. Statistical blanks are periodically sent to new pastors and congrega- 
tions of the Synod that our files may be complete. 


Ordination Anniversaries 


Completing twenty-five years in the ordained ministry during 1955 are Christian 
T. Breest, pastor of St. Peter’s, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Dr. John W. Rilling, pastor 
of St. John’s, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

‘Dr. Paul E. Bishop, president of our Synod, and Dr. James J. Raun, professor in 
our seminary, celebrate their thirty-fifth anniversary of ordination this year. 

Those who observe their fortieth anniversary of ordination this year are Dr. R. H. 
Gerberding, executive secretary of the Board of American Missions, and Leif H. Awes, 
no parish. 

Dr. W. H. Gable, pastor of Holy Trinity, Tabor, Minnesota, celebrates his fiftieth 
anniversary of ordination this year. | 

The historian recommends that congratulations be conveyed to these brethren and 
that these anniversaries be observed appropriately by their respective congregations and 
by the Synod. 

Congregational Anniversaries 


Holy Trinity Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota: Holy Trinity Church, Superior, 
Wisconsin: Redeemer Church, Zumbrota, Minnesota; First English Church, Winni- 
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peg, Canada; Atonement Church, Beloit, Wisconsin; and Epiphany Church, Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin, celebrate their fiftieth anniversary of organization this year. 
The historian recommends that these anniversaries be observed appropriately by the 
respective congregations and by the Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 


PAUL L. ROTH, Historian 


On motion the report was adopted, with the understanding that the 
recommendation therein pertaining to the observance of Dr. Wm. H. 
Gable’s fiftieth anniversary of ordination be made a special order of 
business at 11: 05 


Secretary Lundquist presented the 


REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 


In connection with the opening of the new Synodical offices at 2310 Stevens Ave., 
Minneapolis, the archives of the Synod have been moved from the depository in Passa- 
vant Hall, the Seminary administration building, to the office of the President of Synod. 


? 


Additional archives belonging to the Seminary are being placed in the new Seminary — 


Library in J. K. Jensen Hall, 116 East 22nd St., Minneapolis. Since the present 
archivist of Synod is, also chairman of the faculty committee of the Seminary Library, 
he has been acting as archivist for the Seminary also, in an ex officio capacity. There is 
some practical value in the same individual serving in this dual capacity. | 

The following items have been received since May, 1954, and up to March ya F 
1955, for the Synodical archives: 

1. The archives of the Minnesota State Luther League. 


Z. ba: financial records of the Central Conference of the Women’s Missionary 
ociety. 
3. Dedication services for the Education Buildings of Holy Trinity Church, Min- 
neapolis, and of Grace Lutheran Church, Deephaven. 
4. A printed copy of the minutes of the 1900 meeting of the Synod of the North- 
Mts received from the Rev. John P. Petersen, Archives Committee of the Illinois 
ynod. 
5. Papers and records forwarded by the Rev. Harold Gruhn in connection with his 
relinquishing of the office of Secretary of Synod. 
It is of general interest to note here that the original diary of Dr. William A. Passa- 
vant from his student days at Gettysburg Seminary (1841) is in the Seminary archives. 
While this is quoted briefly in Dr. G. H. Gerberding’s biography of Passavant, the 
whole diary is of sufficient interest and brevity that its publication might serve the 
Synod in connection with the coming seventieth anniversary; or a fuller use might be 
made of portions thereof not heretofore published. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM H. COOPER, Archivist 


On motion the report was adopted. 


Dr. Paul a Wetzler presented the 
REPORT OF THE TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY 


' The railroads serving our territory have kindly and freely granted all annual and 
trip asses for which requests have been made. 
e recommend that Synod gratefully acknowledge these courtesies and that the Syn- 
odical Secretary advise the railroads of this action. 


submitted, | 
PAUL LUTHER WETZLER 


On motion the report was adopted. 
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68 | Billings 
Secretary Lundquist presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 


The Constitution of Synod has been reprinted, with all revisions to date, and has 
been distributed to every pastor and congregation in Synod. 
In accordance with the directive given by the last convention (1954 Miautes, page 
47), your Committee has reviewed the model constitution for congregations of Synod, 


‘and will present its recommendations in writing at the time this report is brought be- 


fore the convention of Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, Chairman 
March 28, 1955 | 


He also presented the 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 


Your Committee recommends the adoption of the following amendmerts to the 
model constitution and by-laws for congregations of the synod: , 


‘i That Article II, Section 1, of the constitution, be amended to read as follows: 
‘“This congregation is and shall remain a member of the English Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of the Northwest, a constituent synod of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, unless dismissed “te it to another Lutheran synod or Lutheran 


church body. 
2. Thm Aissicke III, Section 1 B, be amended by deletion of the words ‘Renewal 


of Faith.” 

3. That Article Ill, Section 2, be amended by deletion of the words, ‘‘avoiding all 
evil and cultivating all good habits.’’ 

4. That Article IJI, Section 3, be amended to read as follows: ‘‘Adu!lt Members 

| shall be subject to annual classification by the Church Council a3 Communing 
or Inactive members. Communing members are those who have. received the 

Holy Communion at os once within the year and, in the judgment of the 

Pastor and the Church Council, have reasonably fulfilled: the dutics defined in 

Article II, Section 2. Such Communing members shall be defined as ‘‘members 

in good stand.ng.”’ Inactive members are those who have failed to measure u 

to the requireme nts for Communing Membership. Such Inactive members shall 

be defined as ‘“‘members not in good stznding.”’ 

5. That Article IV Section 2, be amended by deleting the words ‘official ‘Pastor's 
Call Blank’ adopted by’”’ and substituting therefor the words “official form of 
Pastor’s Call approved by’’. | 

6. That Article IV, Section 4, be amended by deletion of the word ‘‘ex-officio’’. 

7. That Article IV, Section 5, be amended by deleting the second sentence thereof 
and substituting therefor the following sentence: ‘“The amount of his salary, 
the times of payment, and other allowances incident to his ministry shall be 
specified in the Call.’’ 

8. That Article IV, Section 6, be amended by deleting the word ‘“‘keep’’ and sub- 

 gstituting therefor the words “‘be responsible for keeping.’’ 

9. That Article V, Section 5, be amended to read as follows: ‘‘“The Council shall 
each year classify all ‘Confirmed’ Members of the congregation as Communing 
or Inactive members on the basis of the requirements set forth in Article III, 
7 3. It shall make every effort to restore the inactive members to good 

standing.’ 

10. That Article V, Section 6, be deleted. | 

11. That Article V, Section 7, be re-numbered Section 6 and be amended to read 
as follows: ““The Council shall not sell or encumber the real estate of the con- 
gregation unless authority is given at a congregational meeting. Nor shall it, 
without authority from the congregation, incur any financial obligation exceed- 
ing one-tenth of the amount of the tota’ offerings received by the congregation 
in the preceding financial year.’’ 

12. “Fit icle V, Section 8, be p-numbered Section 7. 


EQ 

if 
i 
rs 
3 
“4 

rt 
j 
x 
72 
4 
it 
if 
| 
+ 
} 
3 
= 
4 
~ 
= 

7 

| 

Z 
4 
>. 
3 

= 

2 

> 4 

64 

i : 
= 

> 
> 

:4 
2 

€ 
4 

a 
3 

= 
4 
& 
ae 

=z 
= 
4 a 

Sig 
ae 
a 
& 

a 

: 
; 

RS 4 

j * A 
a 
= 5 

2 

4 
é 
3 
as 

Ve a 
q 
“4 
a 


1955 | 


13. That Article VI, Section 6, be amended by deleting the words “congregational 
treasurer’’ and substituting therefor the words ‘‘proper treasurers.’ 

14. That Article VII, Section 2, be amended by deleting that portion thereof which 
begins with the words “failure to fulfill’’ and concludes with the iast word of 

section. 

15. That Article VII, Section 3, be amended by deleting the word ‘‘inflicted’” and 
substituting therefor the word ‘imposed.’ 

16. That Article VIII, Section 3, be amended to read as follows: “In case of a 
pastoral vacancy, the vice-president shall call congregational meetings as ma 
be necessary; Or a meeting may be called by the President of the Synod to whic 
the congregation belongs upon the written request of ten communing members.”’ 

17. That Article LX, Section be amended to read as follows: ‘‘The congregation 
shall always maintain a Church School, and such other schools for religious 
instruction as may be ordered and approved by the church council. in which 
the Bible, the Small Catechism, and Church School lesson and service books 
authorized by the Synod to which this congregation belongs, shall be the means 
of instruction.’ 

18. That Article JX, Section 2, and Section 3, be amended by deieting the words 

“Sunday School’’ and substituting therefor the words ‘‘Church School”’ in both 
the sections named. 

19. That Section I, Item 3, of the By-Laws, be ré-numbered Item 4. | 

20. That the following be added as Section I, Item 3, of the By-Laws: ‘‘At the 

| annual meeting, provision shall be made for election of delegates to the con- 
ventions of the onference and the Synod, whose expenses shall be paid by the 
congregation.’ 

21. That Section II, Item 3, be amended by deleting the words ‘‘number of twice’’ 
and —, therefor the words ‘‘number of not more than. twice.”’ | 

22. That Section II, Item 4, be amended to read as follows: ‘““The Council shall 

| meet regularly once each month. Special meetings may be called by the pastor 
on = Own initiative, and must be called if requested by three members of' the 
council.”’ 

23. That Section III, Item 4, be amended by deleting the first sentence thereof and 
substituting therefor the following sentence: ‘There shall be a Finance Com- 
mittee of which the congregational treasurer, the benevolence treasurer, and the 
financial secretary shall be members ¢x-officio.”’ 

24. That Section IV, Item 6, be amended by deleting the words ‘‘Bible school’’ 
and substituting therefor the words ‘‘Church school, other schools.’’ 

25. That Section 1V, Item 8, be amended by deleting the words ‘‘Membership and 
Evangelism’’ and substituting therefor the words “‘Membership, Welfare and 
Evangelism.’’ 

Respectfully submitted, 


9, 1955 GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, Chairman 


On motion, action on the recommendations in the supplementary 
report was deferred until the 1956 convention. 
On motion, the report of the Committee on Constitution, without 


the supplemental report, was adopted. 


_ Pastor Ralph Sandgren presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXHIBITS. 


_ The committee has solicited the congregations of Synod and the various boards, de- 

partments, and offices of the church for materials to display. Colleges and seminaries 
of the United Lutheran Church have been asked for materials. The committee has 
worked with the pastor and members of the host church in arranging space for the dis- 
plays. The committee wishes to thank Pastor John Shannon and the members of First 
English Lutheran Church, Billings, for their help and cooperation. 


Respectfully submitted, | 
(Signed) RALPH C. SANDGREN, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 
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Pastor Harold Gruhn spisdibcubel the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRAVEL EXPENSE 


Your committee on travel expense reports that traveling and other allowed ex- 
penses of pastors and lay delegates have been ascertained, examined and referred to the 
treasurer of Synod for equalization. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HAROLD W. GRUHN, C hairman 


~On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor Merle G. Franke the 


. BE IT RESOLVE 


REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 


BE IT RESOLVED that we express our devout thanks to Almighty God fot 
His constant guidance and wisdom prevailing with us throughout this conven- 
tion, and for His blessings upon us as we work toward the accomplishment of 
His will and pu 

BE IT RESOLVED that we express our sincere gratitude to First Lutheran 
Church of Billings and its pastor, the Rev. John Shannon, and Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church of Billings and its pastor, the Rev. Robert A. Bartels, and 
all the members of both congregations who so graciously provided the warm 
and cordial hospitality for the pastors, delegates and visitors at this convention 
of Synod, and whose considerate and careful planning for the convention made 
ossible an efficient and pleasant completion of the convention program. 

E IT RESOLVED that our sincere gratitude be expressed to Dr. Paul E. 
Bishop for his spiritual guidance and careful steering of the convention, and to 
the other officers and committees who made such adequate preparations for the 
convention, and to the pastors who conducted the devotional services and brought | 
their KS messages to the convention. | 
BE IT RESOLVED that our thanks be expressed to the officers and staff of 
Synod, to the members of the various standing committees and bcards of the 
Synod in the faithful performance of their duties, without whose devoted labors 
of love much of the fruit of the Synod’s work would not be realized. 

BE IT RESOLVED that we express our appreciation to the members of syn- 
odical boards and committees for their consecrated service and valuable work 
and who are this year retiring from such boards or committees. 
BE IT RESOLVED that we e —_ our deep gratitude for the interest and 
guidance of Dr. G. Elson Ruff, official representative of the ULCA to this con- 
vention, and for his lucid interpretation of the work of our United Lutheran 
Church in America. 
BE IT RESOLVED that our thanks be given to Dr. Harold H. Lentz, presi- 
dent of Carthage College for his forthright presentation of the needs and possi- 
bilities of Carthage College, and for his continuing efforts in strengthening the 
ties between College and our Synod. 

that this Synod reaffirms its whole-hearted support of 
the program of Carthage College in her God-given task to provide a ristian — 
education for the young people of the Lutheran Church. 


ABE IT RESOLVED that the Synod express by a rising vote its grateful 


9. 
ee acknowledgment and congratulations to the Rev. William H. Gable for his 


10. 


fifty years of devoted service in the ministry of the Church of our Lord Jesus 

rist. 
WHEREAS our Synod, in order to ccntinue its present growth in proclaiming 
the Word of God, must produce from its congregations an ever increasing sup- 
ply of young men for the ministry, anc 

WHEREAS one excellent step towards this end has been instituted in the 

“Sons for the Ministry’’ appeal, 

THEREFORE BE IT ESOLVED that continuing emphasis be given by 
our Synod in 1955 to the ‘Sons for the Ministry’’ appeal. ; 
WHEREAS the subject of Lutheran unity has for many years weighed heavily 
upon our hearts in order that the testimony of our beloved Church may be made 
more effective throughout our nation, : 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we recognize with deep apprecia- 
tion the willingness of other Lutheran bodies to discuss with the United Lu- 
theran Church in America the possibility of effecting a merger, and that we will 
strive in our local congregations and in the Synod | as a whole to cooperate in 

. every way towards this end. 
12. BE IT RESOLVED that we express our thanks to Almighty God for His 


abundant blessings upon our home missions enterprise, which resulted in the 


establishment of six new synodical congregations in the year 1955. and that 


we pray His continued blessing upon our future efforts in this field. 
13. BE IT RESOLVED that we recognize the faithful and devoted service of all 
_ our laymen of Synod, and that in thi: regard we offer by a — "F vote our 
appreciation that one of our outstanding laymen, Mr. Walter O. Helwig, has 


been honored with the presidency of the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement for 


Stewardship of the United Lutheran Church in America. 


Respectfully submitted. 
MERLE G. FRANKE, Chairman = 


On motion, the report was considered ad seriatim. 


On motion, Item 1 was adopted with a rising vote, and the conven- 


tion paused for a prayer of thanksgiving. 

On separate motions, Items 2, 3, 4, * 6, 7, 8; 9, +10, ‘Ii, 12, and 
13 were adopted. 

On motion the report as a whole was adopted. 


At this time the convention paused to give special recognition to Dr. Wm. H. 
Gable. Pastor George Overdier reviewed Dr. Gable’s years of service, particularly 
~ work among the Indians at eg Boy, Montana, and presented him with a purse, 

rye of members of the Synod. Pastor Trevor Sandness presented a gift in’ behalf 
” the Seminary Alumni Association. Dr. and Mrs. Gable both expressed their ap- 
preciation, 

Pastor Marvin Moll reported for the Committee on Elections that the following 
persons had received a majority of the votes cast on the third ballot: 


_ STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


Term expiring 1957 
The Rev. Frederick Ludwig 


Terms expiring 1958 
The Rev. Merle G. Franke and Mr. Carl A. Carlson 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Term expiring 1958 
Mr. Henry Lohof 


YOUTH AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


Terms expiring 1958 
The Rev. George Gerberding and the Rev. M. A. Haker 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


‘Term expiring 1959 
The Rev. Merle G. Franke 


The president thereupon declared these men duly elected. 

The time for special order having arrived, Dr. Bishop introduced the representatives 
of the auxiliaries. 

Mrs. L. Glenn Cloninger addressed the convention in behalf of the Women's Mis- 
sionary Society of the Synod of the Northwest. 

Mrs. John P. Shannon addressed the convention in behalf of the Women’s Auxiliary 
of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary. 


Dr. G. Elson Ruff addressed the convention in behalf of the Boards of the United 
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Lutheran Church in America. A rising vote of thanks was given to Dr. Ruff for his 


presentations to the convention. 
The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m., with prayer by Pastor John Shannon. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BILLINGS, MONTANA 
May 26, 1955, 1:30 p.m. 


The Rev. Howard Rice conducted the devotional service. 
- The Secretary read greetings from the Wartburg, Texas-Louisiana, Maryland and 


Illinois Synods. 


Maxis presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENTS 
FOR THE MINISTRY | 


Certain words of St. Paul to the Romans are especially relevant to the work of this 
committee. They are written in the 10th Chapter of Romans, beginning at the 13th 
verse. ‘‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then 
shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?”’ 

Each generation must listen to voices of desperation and voices that are baffled and 
tormented by the assault of doubt. What makes the call to serve Jesus Christ as a 
preacher of God's word so urgent, so critical, is the fact that human hearts, crushed 
with perplexities and in the shadows of despair are crying out wildly, “IS THERE 

NY WORD FROM THE LORD?” Men who face the disintegrating blast of 
uclear power are not calling for our pet views, polished essays, opinions, arguments, 
or human advice, they are crying, ‘Is there any word from the Lord?” 

The very disillusionment of our day is the material of our hope in Jesus Christ. 

We dare not approach young men with voices that deplore the deadness of this age, 


or groan about the thankless, uphill task of the Christian ministry and the lack of 


response. The call of Jesus Christ for bold and fearless men must be given to the world 
today. Some will be scared, some will find an excuse, some will be offended, some will 
try to compromise, but some will be led by the Holy Spirit, leave all, and follow Him. 
These are the men we seek. Let us ask God to make us willing instruments in bringing 
this sacred challenge to our young men. 

Your committee, in an effort to carry out the directive of the Synod, has: 

1. Held five ‘meetings during the past year. 

2. Effected, in so far as possible, an exchange of pulpits among our churches on 
April 24th, 1955, asking the pastors to present the work of the Christian ministry. 

3. Set up plans for two week-end retreats, inviting boys of the congregations for 
Bible study, prayer, and the opportunity to discuss full-time Christian service. 

4. Reviewed applications for student aid, and made the following grants for the 


1954-55 school year: 


John Peterson... __..$200 Donald Schneider $150 
Carol . 150 K. Seehawer _.. 
Richard Demlow George Thronson 200. 
Lawrence Ruegg ae _ 200 Merton Luebke . £00 
Robert Jacobson Carl Ipsen. 250 
Donald West. { 250 Luther Jacobson | 150 
Lois Stormfeltz 200 David Kopplin __.- io 150 
M. Snodgrass 150 Robert Jacobson____ 
Keith Beaver | 150 Richard Hamlin 200 
Frederick Reinke 150 


Respectfully submitted, 
ARNO D. MARTIN, Chairman 
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Paces Robert Bartels introduced the following resolution: 


“Be it resolved that the Committee on Students for the Ministry lead the Synod in iii 
Good Shepherd Sunday ‘Sons for the Ministry’ Appeal in 1956.” 


On motion the resolution was adopted as an amendment to the fore- 
going report. 

Pastor Bartels tainted that the Executive Committee be empowered 
to allocate $1,500.00 to the Committee on Students for the Ministry 
to carry out the promotion of the Sons for the Ministry Appeal in 
1956. The motion was carried. 

On motion the report as amended was adopted. 


Secretary Lundquist presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN 
STUDENTS IN NON-LUTHERAN INSTITUTIONS 
OF HIGHER LEARNING 


Reports from Pastors who are charged with the responsibility of ministering to the 
spiritual welfare of students enrolled in non-Lutheran schools indicate that the high level 
of efficiency which has prevailed in former years has been maintained... 

Pastor Frank Berg of Atonement, Beloit, reports: ‘“There is an active group of 
Lutheran students on the campus of Beloit College. Pastor Roy Morrod of Faith 
Church, South Beloit, is the Advisor. The group meets twice each month during the 
college year to discuss topics which pertain to the Christian life. . . . A good num- 
ber of students attend services. The faculty cooperates very well.”’ 

Pastor H. N. Stoffel of Holy Trinity, LaCrosse, says of his group and ministry. 
“Our L.S.A. has been very active this year. The attendance has gone up as high as 
sixty. . . . The group meets every other Sunday and has an excellent program.”’ 

From Our Saviour’s, Appleton, Pastor J. C. Jackson writes: ‘‘We have a very 
active group in our L.S.A. . . . One member attended the Ashram last summer and 
we hope to have more this year. The largest single group in the freshman class this 
year was Lutheran. We meet every other Sunday at 5:00 p.m. and the meeting lasts 
and one-half hours.”’ 

Dr. Harvey Uber and Pastor F. Ludwig of Lake Park, Milwaukee, are doing an out- 
standing piece of work with the Lutheran students of Wisconsin State College, Mil- 
waukee. Many Synodical Conference students participate in the program, and the whole 
program has the support of the whole Lutheran constituency in the area. A rich pro- 
gram of study and recreation is worked out by the group, and the group assumes re- 
sponsibility for administering the program.” 

At Wisconsin State College, Platteville, and the Wisconsin Institute of Technology, 
approximately 120 Lutheran students are enrolled. Students are active in all areas of 
ase work, and the student response at special services during Lent has been especially 
gratifying. 

That portion of the future leadership of our churches, mine by students in non-— 
Lutheran institutions of higher learning, seems to be in competent hands, and, short*of 
a Christian College on the territory, all that can be done for the spiritual growth, guid- 
ance, and development of student Christian life, is being done. 


Respectfully submitted, 
R. R. DOERING, Chairman 


and the following supplement thereto: 


“Our Lutheran churches in Montana cooperate inter-synodically to nao a 
campus worker at the University at Missoula, Montana, and we share a worker with 
other Protestants on the campus at Bozeman, Montana, the Lutheran group meeting 
at Hope Lutheran Church. At Eastern Montana College of Education at "Billings. a 
group meets at First Lutheran Church, and at the University branch in Havre the 
group meets at the E.L.C. church in Havre. 
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Billings 


“Our work is spread through five branches of the University. Our numbers and 
financial resources are small and therefore our program has not been as active as we — 


would like, but it is being improved year by year. 
_ R. R. DOERING, Chairman.”’ 


| vd - On motion, the report as supplemented was adopted. 


The President called upon Vice President Forrest J. Clark to take 
the chair while he presented the 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL BOARD 
OF HOME MISSIONS 


The Staff 
Three pastors are designated as Synodical Missionaries in the operation of Home 
_ Missions. They are the Reverend D. H. Shelhart who comes to this convention with his 
ai 19th congregation; the Reverend Merle Franke who began serving in this capacity in _ 
nh July of 1954; and the Reverend Robert L. Bartsch whose organizing ministry began | 
i | on November 1, 1954. 

- During the past year three other pastors, designated as Mission Organizers, helped 
toward the exceptional number of congregations organized and applying for admission 
to Synod. These men are the Reverend John Metzker who organized Cross of Glory | 
al Church, Pinewood area, Ramsey County, Minnesota, on February 27, 1955; the Rev- 

ig erend John Schumell, organizer of St. Stephen’s Church, Sunrise Park, Ramsey County, 
Minnesota, on April 10, 1955; and the Reverend C. J. ‘Clement who organized Faith 
Church, Walworth, Wisconsin, on May Ist, 1955. 
AD The Executive Committee of the Synod is the operating board for Home Missions. 
heat 2 The Reverend D. H. Shelhart is the missionary in charge of survey and he will present 
\ | ia a separate report. The president of Synod administers the program as Superintendent of 
_ Home Missions. Each conference has a committee on Home Missions. The president of 
the conference is the chairman; and the lay member of the Executive Committee and 
ai the president of Synod are the other members in each case. 
at Synod has representation on NLC Regional Committees for sliserioe of fields as 

| ollows: 

| | ia Madison: ‘The Reverend A. G. Streich. The Reverend A. A. Zinck, D.D. 
ia Minnesota: Dr. L. V. Downing. The Rev. Paul E. Bishop. 
ag Fargo: The Reverend William H. Gable, D.D. The Reverend Marlin Evenson. 
fi Montana: The Reverend John Shannon. The Reverend John Dehaan. 
South Dakota: The Reverend Howard Rice. 


Self Support 

2 Last year five of our missions assumed full responsibility for their pastors’ salaries. 
This year we can report but one, Mt. Zion, Wauwatosa, the Reverend James Bartsch, 
Pastor. Mt. Zion was organized in 1946. James Bartsch has been the only pastor. 
A year ago the membership had reached the impressive total of 413 confirmed. The 
first church is extremely crowded, and plans are being hurried to finance and build the 
church. 
at New Missions Organized 

Cross of Glory, Pinewood, Ramsey County, Minnesota, February 27, 1955, by the 
Reverend John Metzker. There were 176 charter confirmed and 408 baptized mem- 
bers. There being no place available to hold services, Synod bought property 487 x 188 
at a cost of $3,000.00 and erected a House-Chapel at a cost of $16,000. The Board 
cl of American Missions has made proposals whereby the new congregation may take 
ag title and assume financial responsibility. 
we Good Shepherd, LaCrosse, Wisconsin, March 20, 1955, by the dean of organizers. 
ay the Reverend D. H. Shelhart. There were 125 charter confirmed and 269 baptized 
if - members. Credit and deep thanks are due to Holy Trinity Church, LaCrosse, and its 
pastor, the Reverend Harold N. Stoffel, for this new congregation. The need was dis- 
covered by them. The site for the church was donated by them. The financing of the 
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House-Chapel was arranged by them. One-third of the charter membership came from 
Holy Trinity with the benediction of the congregation and the pastor. 

Good Shepherd, Spring Park, Minnesota, April 3, 1955, by the Reverend Merle 
Franke. Work was begun in July, 1954. Services have been held in the local school. 
There were 196 confirmed and 339 baptized charter members. A church site ideally 
iocated has been bought by Synod and is being held for the congregation. It consists of 
five acres. St. John’s Church, Mound, Minnesota, the Reverend Carl N. Fagerlin, has 
been the mothering congregation. The need for the new church and a large number of 
charter members come from St. John’s. A special service of dismissal and benediction 
was held at St. John’s on March 27th for its members who are among the charter 
people at Good Shepherd. 

St. Stephen's, Sunrise Park, Ramsey County, Minnesota, April 10, 1955, by the 
Reverend John Schumell. Work was begun in J uly. Services have been held in the local 
school, and mark this—up to the day of organization it has been necessary to hold 
both Church and Sunday School and vacate the building before 10:00 a.m. There 
were 139 confirmed and 249 baptized members. A suitable property is under considera- 
tion for the church. The response and cooperation of the people of the community have 
been excellent. 


Faith, Walworth, Wisconsin, May 1, 1955, by the Reverend C. J. Clement. Work 


was begun on November 1, 1954, and services are being held in the Legion Hall. There 
were ( ) confirmed and (_ ) baptized charter members. Walworth and neighboring 
Fontana in the Lake Geneva area have long been under the practiced eye of Shelhart, and 
Missionary Clement’s successful work has confirmed the judgment. 

Holy Trinity, West Allis, Wisconsin. The Reverend Robert L. Bartsch began hold- 
ing services on March 6 with an attendance of 97. A tractor salesroom is used tempo- 
rarily. A house-chapel should be in use by convention time. The organization of the 


congregation will be completed during the summer and it is recommended that Synod . 


anticipate the application of this congregation and accept it subject to review of the 
Executive Committee. This is to make it possible for the congregation to qualify for 
salary aid from the Board of American Missions. 


‘The conscientious work of the Synodical Missionaries and of the Mission Organizers _ 


is hereby acknowledged with deep thanks. The work of D. H. Shelhart in charge of 
Survey and Fields has been especially fruitful in discovering and developing new areas. 


Mission Buildings 
Appleton, Wisconsin, Our Saviour’s, worships in a house-chapel dedicated in 1954; 
cost $16,000. 
Billings, Montana, Bethlehem, new parsonage built and occupied; cost $17,500. 
Deephaven, Minnesota, Grace, parish house; cost $65,000. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Redemption, new church; cost $77,000. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, Calvary, new parsonage; cost $18,000. 
Minot, N. D., Mt. Olivet, new-church; cost $45,000. ) 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota, Cross of Christ, new church; cost $38, one. 
St. Paul’s, Mounds View, new parsonage; cost $14,500. 
- Two Rivers, Wisconsin. Calvary, parsonage remodeled; cost $12,500. 


Church Extension 


The Board,of American Missions kindly provides an annual listing of congregations 


having Church Extension Loans. Forty congregations are on that list, for a total of 
over $600,000. This is evidence of the cooperation of the Board and its concern for 
the development of adequate housing programs for our churches. Every relation with 
the Board of American Missions has been on a basis of mutual respect and responsibility. 


Appleton, Wis., Our Saviour’s. Organized 1952. Jerome Jackson, pastor since May, 
1953. Relocated and house- chapel built and occupied in 1954. Membership: Con- 
firmed 90, up 12. Communing 79, up 21. 

Baraboo, Wis., St. Paul’s. Organized 1953. Alan Henderson, pastor since June I, 
1953. Hope to begin construction of first unit this year. Membership: Confirmed 153, 
up 43. Communing 153, up 51. 

Billings, Montana, Bethlehem. Organized 1949. Robert Bartels, pastor since Feb- 
tuary, 1950. New parsonage built in 54. Excellent living quarters. Membership: 
Confirmed 197, up 33. Communing 183, up 27. : 
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Butte, Montana, United Lutheran. Organized 1941. Robert Fellows, pastor since 
1953. Membership: Confirmed 139, up 24. Communing 126, up 13. 

Calhoun Road, Wisconsin, Reformation. Organized 1942. Richard Gaenslen, pas- 
tor since December, 1950. House-chapel now marked by 14-foot illuminated Cross, 
suggestion of Department of Church Extension. Eager to get started on church struc- 
ture. Membership: Confirmed a 2, up 7. Communing 113, up 10. 

Columbus, Montana, St. Ja Mission Status 1952. Ralph Sandgren, pastor since 


June 1, 1953. Parsonage will be secured this year. Membership: Confirmed 161, up 


20. Communing 118. up 44. 
Deephaven, Minnesota, Grace. irciatiaed 1947. George Gerberding, pastor since 
1953. Educational unit built and occupied in 1954. Membership: Confirmed 427, 


up 53. Communing 365, up 30. 


Durham, Wisconsin, Bethlehem. Mission Status 1949. George Crist, pastor since 
June, 1950. Membership: Confirmed 140, up 4. Communing 133, up 3. | 
Fargo, North Dakota, St. John’s. Organized 1947. Archie Campbell, pastor since 


August, 1951. Conducts branch Sunday School with average attendance of 50 in 


Southwest Fargo. New church should be ready for construction this year. Membership : 
Confirmed 280, up 41. Communing 195, up 13. 

Green Bay, Wisconsin, Resurrection. Organized 1941. Bruce Kloese, pastor since 
November, 1954. Need parsonage. Membership: Confirmed 244, up 50. Commun- 
ing 209, up 43. : 

Lancaster, Burton, Montfort, Wisconsin. Vacant since March 15, 1955. Combined 
membership: Confirmed 231, up 24. Communing 170, up 20. 

Long Lake, Minnesota, Trinity. Mission status since 1948. Vacant since February, 
1955. Membership: Confirmed 281, up 31. Communing 245, up 13. 

Madison, Monona Village, Wisconsin, St. Stephen's. Organized 1953. Waldemar 
H. Nelson, pastor since June, 1953. In financial preparation for first church unit. Mem- 
bership: Confirmed 218, up 51. Communing 183, up 30. 

Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, Holy Cross. Organized 1952. John Gerberding, pas- 
tor since August, 1952. Construction of first unit to begin this summer. Membership: 
Confirmed 189, up 32. Communing 175, up 35. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Gethsémane. Organized 1948. Victor K. Wrigley, pastor 
since 1948. Membership: Confirmed 400, up 44. Communing 386, up 39. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Martin Luther. Organized 1950. Charles Barber, pastor 
since March 15, 1955. Membership: Confirmed 232, up 40. Communing 222, up 40. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Redemption. Organized 1949. Norman B. Nelson, pastor 
since 1949. First unit dedicated February, 1955. Membership: Confirmed 300, up 55. 


-_Communing 264, up 55. 


Minneapolis, Minnesota, Atonement. Organized 1951. Vacant since November 1, 
1954. Robert Jacobson called, subject to ordination. Membership: Confirmed 175, 
up 38. Communing 130, up 39. 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, Calvary. Selon status 1951. David Archie, pastor since 
June, 1954. Parsonage built and occupied 1954. Membership: Confirmed 169. Com- 
muning 142. | | 

Minneapolis, Wisneekec. Hope. Mission status 1950. William Dion, pastor since 


September 15, 1954. In financial campaign for new church. Membership: Confirmed 


266, up 33. Communing 262, up 33. 

Minot, North Dakota, Mt. Olivet. Organized 1953. Lloyd Franke, organizing mis- 
sionary and first pastor. New church dedicated March, 1955. Membership: Confirmed 
80, up 11. Communing 70, up 1, On dedication Sunday, 28 members were received, 
bringing the total confirmed membership to 108. 

Mukwonago, Wisconsin, Mt. Olive. Mission status 1950. Vacant since March 6, 


1955. Temporary barracks built and used for Sunday School and social needs in 1954. 


Membership: Confirmed 329, up 56. Communing 256, up 45. 

Muskego, Wisconsin, Bethel. Organized 1951. D. N. Jensen, pastor since March, 
170, Need a church building. Membership: Confirmed 230, up 59. Communing 
] up 22. 

Polar-Pearson, Wisconsin. Mission status 1952. Robert Girod, pastor since Febru- 
ary, 1953. Membership: Confirmed 189, up 21. Communing 181, up 27. 

Poynette, Wisconsin, Bethel. Organized 1954. Richard Flaa, pastor since June, 


1954. Want to build parsonage in 1955. Membership: aaa 200, up 20. Com- 


muning 172. 

St. Louis Park, Minnesota, Cross of Christ. Organized 1952. Milo Gerberding, 
pastor since June, 1953. New chapel ready for dedication before Synod convention. 
Membership: Confirmed 63, up 6. Communing 53. | 
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St. Louts Park, Minnesota, Prince of Peace. Organized 1949. George Lundquist, 
pastor since 1949. Groundbreaking for new church was held on March 20. Comple- 
tion promised by Fall. Membership: Confirmed 386, up 74. Communing 369, up 95. 
_ St. Paul, Minnesota, Mounds View. Mission status 1950. Robert Kugler, pastor 
since 1951. New parsonage built and occupied late 1954. Membership: Confirmed 
185, up 10. Communing 150, up 1. 

St. Paul, Minnesota, Our Redeemer. Organized 1952. Lester Stine, pastor since 
Sune, 1953. Financial and architectural preparation for first unit being made. Member- 
ship: Confirmed 187, up 82. Communing 184, up 85. | 

South Beloit, Illinois, Faith. Organized 1942. Roy Morrod, pastor since 1953. 
a % for new church. Membership: Confirmed 307, up 31. Communing 
up 22. 

Two Rivers, Wisconsin, Calvary. Organized 1944. Frederick Marks, pastor since 
1951. Remodeled parsonage at cost of $10,000 and bought adjacent property for ex- 
sg Final salary aid. Membership: Confirmed 261, up 23. Communing 251, 
u | 

Calais Wisconsin, St. Mark's. Organized 1949. James Wilch, pastor since 
September, 1954. Membership: Confirmed 222, up 12. Communing 197, down 2. 


Synodical Missions 


Swanburg-Cross Lake, Minnesota. Robert Weeden, pastor since Jane, 1954. Mem- 
bership, Swanburg: Confirmed 117, down 17. Communing 74, down 9. Cross Lake: 
Confirmed 126, up 5. Communing 72, up 4. Has assumed $300 increase in salary. 

Savage, Minnesota, St. James. David Engdahl, supply pastor. Membership: Con- 
firmed 101, up 23. Communing 88, up 10. 

_ Tabor, Minnesota, Trinity. Dr. W. H. Gable, pastor. Membership: Confirmed 


127, up 3. Communing | 26, up 11. 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL E. BISHOP, Superintendent 


4 
EES 
ts 
reas 
§ 
é 
3 
ais 
- 
. 
4 


“” 
bo 
= 


78 


SSSSSASH 


a 


SSSss 

onooo 

Oo 


00°000'9 


$ 
aourleg 


ST 

qomy) 

TT pus 

00°SL6'8 ymyy) 

00°000°9T yomyy Pig 

00°000°SZ qomygy pus 

00°009°S qomyy sT 

00°009°8 

00°008'T yomy) 

00°S06 qomyy pig 

-00°SL0 yomyy puzg 

T yomyy 

00°00F 6 yomyy) pig 

00°000'8 yomyy 

00°00T S$ yomyy wsT 

00°SZE ST pus 

00°0S0'S qomyy sT 

00°0SL 

00°0ST qomyy 

00°0S9 

00°OFS 

00°SZF'T Pig 

00°0SZ°S Pug 

IF 

Z qomyy 

00°000 ¢ qomyy puz 

00°S9L yomyy Wp 

00°000 yomyy pig 

00°000 9T Pus 

00°SGPF'T 

00°0SZ'S 

00°00S esnoH Pus 

00°OST'% esnoyy ‘GD 3ST 

L89 T puv sT 

00°00¢ S 

00°000‘S yomyy pig 

00°000°8 yomyy puz 

puz 

00°000 

00°000°G “YD 230N 

00°000'8 “YD 

00°000°9 

00°008°S $ OT ‘YD ST 
MIN Ayradoig 

§S61 ‘yl HOUVW dO SV 


SNVO1 NOISN3LX3 HOWNHD 


‘eourmousyy ‘jonuvurgy 


"SIMA 
"SIM 


‘SIMA 


SIMA ‘Avg 
‘SIMA ‘UOSUPPY 
‘d ‘N ‘08787 ‘uyof ‘35 

‘SIM ‘weyepeg 
“uur ‘uyof 3 


‘SIM 
‘yuoW ‘onng “qINT 
‘WOW 
‘wed ‘suyof "2S 
‘SIM “OOquIeg ‘s[neg 


‘SIM “‘smoraeg moO 


| 
4 i 
ig 
i 
| 
Hi 


1955 


eee 


“ 


rt © 1 © 


oo 

FOADOOOAL 


BOS 


00,69 


Or 


NCD) © 


Oooo 


S 


ssssssssssssssss 


IS-91-F 

OS-§ -L ‘3g ‘eoveg jo 

S-LI-IT 

SS-TI-S . ‘ 

IS-9I-L | ‘SIM 


IS-OI-L | ‘SIMA 
SS-ZI-S ‘SIM “PATIO 
¥S-SZ-Z "SIM “uostpeyy 


vS-61-8 ‘d ‘'N “PATIO ‘IW 


‘uur ‘syodvouuryy ‘adoxy 


-L Syodvouuryy ‘AeA, 


VS-9I-L ‘SIM ‘uonduapey 


= 
Meo 
885 
| 
coonco INO cooo 4 
CO ri © CORB GO 1 DD 
ANAC 


Billings 


‘ey? 34} juapisaid ou 


Sem ez] ‘WoIUaAUO? ay) Aq pajdope se ay} pue 
aie Splay se UOISSIW 0} 24} paaow doysig 


‘paadope sem UD 


18s 00°SZF' TOTS 


- 


wort 

Aes 


i) © 


0S°LE0°S 
OS LEY 


S6S$ 
0S'L80°S 09-3 -I -I 
OS LEP. “Spnf -I OS-08-TT 
00°00S‘TT yomyy OS-I -F ‘SIM “UOIZ 
00°000'2 ‘sie Pag -I GS-8 -OT 
00°000‘9T yomyy pig OL-I ZS-T1-8 
00°000‘TT puz QL-T ZS-8 -S SIM “3S 
yoy pig PLS -T 
puz -I ‘SIMA ‘SIOATY OM] ‘aero 
00°0S3 ST -O1 -OT 


 Apodoig 


} 
if 
| | 
if 
mt oe 
‘ | 
| Ss 
| 
| wo 
ZS 
AF 
fs | 
@ 
if 
| 
Et 
4 


1955 81 
Pastor Dwight H. Shelhart presented the 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL MISSIONARY IN 
CHARGE OF SURVEY 


During the past synodical year your missionary in charge of survey, as in years past, 
_ has endeavored to comply with the direction of the Synod regarding the office. He has 
endeavored to do the work of survey in addition to the regular task of organizing a 
new home mission congregation. This year he has organized his 19th congregation. 

In the organization of Good Shepherd English Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin, he would call attention to the support of this new work given 
by the English Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity of LaCrosse. The 
pastor of this established congregation not only referred the new field to the missionary 
in charge of survey but he and his congregation acted to ask the Synod to undertake 
the work and they have aided the mission and contributed much to its beginning efforts. — 
We believe this action is worthy of note and should be called to the attention of other 
pastors and congregations of Synod that they might follow this example. 

As we look at the number of new congregations being admitted to Synod at this con- 
vention your missionary has some satisfaction in knowing that all these fields that have 
produced new congregations were discovered, cleared, studied and surveyed through this 
office. We believe there are more fields to be discovered and we again urge pastors to be 
on the lookout for such opportunities and to refer them to this office so that they may 
be compared to other fields and studied in the perspective of all our opportunities. 

As we entered the present synodical year, fields allocated to the Synod of the North- 
west by the National Lutheran Council Regional Committees were as follows: 


Seven in Wisconsin 
Nine in Minnesota 
Three in North Dakota 
Six in Montana 


In Wisconsin three fields have been entered this synodical year as follows: 


LaCrosse 
Walworth-Fontana 
Oklahoma-National, Milwaukee 


No fields have been surrendered in Wisconsin. We have been granted one more field in 
Wisconsin and at this writing we have our application before the Regional Committee 
for three more fields for regular occupancy and one more for “‘Anticipated Occupancy.”’ 
If we are granted the fields requested we will have eight fields in Wisconsin awaiting 
further study and possible development besides the ‘‘Anticipated Occupancy’”’ allocation. — 
In Minnesota three fields have been entered this synodical year as follows: 


_ Spring Park, Navarre, Island Park 
Sunrise Park. St. Paul 
Pinewood, St. Paul 


No fields have been surrendered in Minnesota. One other field has been allocated to us. 
At this writing seven rue in Minnesota still await further study and possible develop- 
ment. 

In North Dakota no fields have been entered and no fields have been surrendered dur- 
ing this synodical year so at this writing three allocations are standing. | 
In Montana no fields have been entered or surrendered so there are six stlocations 

standing in that state. 

‘To sum up: Six fields have been some this synodical year. Two additional fields 
have been allocated tq us. We have an application before the Regional Committee for 

three more fields for regular occupancy and one on an ‘‘Anticipated Occupancy’’ basis. 

So as it stands to date, twenty-one fields allocated to us await further study and possible 

development with three more that have been requested for regular occupancy and one 

for ‘‘Anticipated Occupancy.” 

Your missionary is continually on the lookout for possible and more urgent home 
mission opportunities. To this end he will make scouting surveys in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin in the summer months immediately ahead and will make and direct the 
-house- “ul -house surveys of fields already allocated to us as time and opportunity pre-— 
sent them. 


q 


Respectfully submitted, 
D. H. SHELHART 
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On motion the report was adopted with a rising vote of thanks. 


Secretary Lundquist moved the adoption of Recommendation No. 3 
in the Supplemental Report of the Executive Committee, relative to the 


1955 budget. Ihe motion was carried. 
He then moved the adoption of the Report of the Executive Com- 


mittee as amended. Ihe motion was carried. 


Dr. A. O. Frank presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION 


WITH THE BOARD OF PENSIONS 


Your committee submits as information the following names and addresses of pen- 
sioners from the Synod: \ | 


The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
‘The 
The 
‘The 


The 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Retired Ministers 


William F. Christy, D.D., 1967 Kenwood Parkway, Minneapolis, Minn. : 
John F. Fedders, D.D., Box 279, Maitland, Florida. 

George C. Koehler, 928 Walnut Street, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 

A. P. Lee, 1398 Grantham Street, St. Paul 8, Minnesota. | 
Edwin F. Marker, 1329 41st Street, Orlando, Florida. 

C. C. Roth, D.D., 1422 Sixth Street, Beloit, Wisconsin. 

P. W. Roth, D.D., 2625 North 2nd Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
C. A. Kipps, Route 2, Waupaca, Wisconsin. 


Disabled Minister Receiving Emergency Assistance 
Carl H. Eckhoff 


Widows 


. Carrie W. Bartsch, 3444 Edmund Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minsesots. 
. Rosa Cooper, 1909-A East Beverly Road, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

. Henrietta Graf, 5113 West 40th Street, puaacapolis, Minnesota. 

. Mildred Haferman, Lindstrom, Minnesota. 

. Bernice W. Ihlenfeld, Fargo, North Dakota. | 

. Ruth Meck, Baker Hall, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. © 
. C. Alton Piel, 1135 West Atkinson, Apt. 5, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
. Myra Reed, 960 19th Street N. E., Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

. H. E. Reinhart, 822 East 5th Street, Duluth, Minnesota. 

. Viola Scott, 2105 First Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

. Viola Sorenson, Grand Forks, North Dakota. | 
. Amelia Wackernagel, 3145 40th Ave. S., Minneapolis, Mininssots. 

. August Gruhn, 2031 S. Leyton Blvd., Milwaukee 15, Wisconsin. 


Ruth Stump, 18 Holly Road, Levittown, Pennsylvania. 


The Pension Office advises all pastors to study the recent Social Sevariey bani which | 
include pastors on an optional basis. 


Pastors who desire to be included under Social 


Security must indicate the same with the Social Security Office before March of 1956. 
Your committee makes no recommendation. 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. O. FRANK, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. : 
Dr. Paul Wetzler moved that greetings from the Synod convention 


be sent to Pastor Carl Eckhoff, Mr. J. K. Jensen, and to the retired 


ministers of Synod. The motion was carried. @ 
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Pastor Harold Stoffel presented the : 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


‘‘Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.-. . . If one member 
suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice ea (I Cor. 
12:26-27.) Our Northwest Synod has congregations in Minnesota, Montana, North 
Dakota and Wisconsin—one congregation in Michigan and one in Illinois. Our So- 
cial Missions report must include all the National Lutheran Council Churches in 
this territory. Pastor Gjenvick, Executive Director of the Lutheran Welfare Society 
of Wisconsin, writes in his annual report for 1954: “Within the fellowship of these 
_ National Lutheran Council congregations, the Word of God and the Sacraments are > 
shared. Through these means, the love and life of God’s Son comes to live in the 
hearts and lives of His people. These congregations have one supreme purpose— 
evangelism—sharing the Gospel. Sharing takes two directions: Inward—to save and 
sanctify the individual congregation members. Outward—to win disciples for Christ 
from the unchurched community. Lutheran Welfare is the creation of the Church 
to fulfill its evangelical purpose. Through using the specialized service tools of social 
work and chaplaincy, the Church aims to win and sanctify people for Christ. ‘The 
Church is the master; Lutheran Welfare is the servant.’ 

The Welfare Societies of Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota, and Wisconsin reported 
1,458 children received temporary care during 1954. Three hundred and sixteen chil- 
dren were placed for adoption and 748 unmarried mothers were given counsel and help. 
Many thousands of calls were made by chaplains and parish pastors in general hospitals, 
TB sanitoriums, houses of correction, etc. The Lutheran Welfare Society of Wisconsin 
alone reports 28,937 people visited in 100 institutions by 5 full-time, 5 part-time, and 
40 volunteer chaplains. These four mentioned societies are performing a yeoman service 
in their respective states and their combined budgets total more than a million, dollars. 
More children could be cared for, more unmarried mothers helped, more calls ‘made in 
various institutions if the funds were forthcoming from our National Lutheran 
- Council churches in the territory. 

Congratulations to Pastor L. O. Gjerde and staff of the Minnesota Organization! | 

They are celebrating their 50th anniversary this year. In January, Pastor C. 
a Bachmann, Ph.D., became director of chaplains in the Welfare Society of 

is 

Respectfully submitted, 


FINN H. HANSEN 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Dr. Paul L. Graf presented the 
REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 


The Foreign Missions Committee has attesspeed to keep our Synod informed about 
the foreign mission enterprise of the Church and the need for prayers, personnel, and 
money. 

Through letters and speeches information has been given. Attention has been called 
to new publications and audio-visual helps. We have aided churches in programs and 
displays. Arrangements have been made for a display at this meeting of Synod. 


Personnel: 


The Pastors of Synod were requested to preach a sermon concerning the need of 


dedicated and capable persons for our mission fields. Personal confrontation of 
individuals with the need was urged upon our Pastors. 

As of January 1, 1955, our U.L.C.A. missionary family was: male, 102; female, — 
62; wives of missionaries, 84; total, 254. ‘The Board called and appointed 21 
missionaries during 1954. The Board is seeking 25 more missionaries during 1955. 
Seven were called at the February meeting of the Board. 

The goal of the Board and the Women’s Missionary Society is to recruit and prepare 
men and women for overseas service over a longer period of time. To this end the 
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Board is in the process of establishing a school for the training of missionary per- 


sonnel. This has been a long time need. 


None of this year’s graduates of Northwestern Seminary have been called as 
missionaries though one will likely be called after serving as an assistant pastor in 


our Synod for a year. 


At this time we have seven pastors from our Synod serving in foreign fields: India, 
Robert M. Law and Wilbur E. Wicklund; Malaya, Douglas E. Erickson: Liberia, 
Paul L. Lewis, Arnold Moede, and John W. Anderson; Argentina, Ronald Zaudtke. 

A number of our Seminary graduates not members of our Synod are also serving in 
various fields. 

It is with deep sorrow that we record the passing from this life of The Rev. 
Wylock J. Scott. Literally he poured out his life in serving his God in British Guiana. 

Dr. Edwin Moll, a secretary of the Board on loan to the Lutheran World Federation, 
is now returning to the United States. He will spend half his time working for our 
Board and half for the National Lutheran Council. 

Gerald Goldenne is loaned by our Board to the Lutheran World Federation to serve 
as an educational missionary in Tanganyika and Lydia Reich in Jerusalem. 


Financial Support: 

The committee has solicited our churches for special support over and above regular 
benevolent giving. At the present time this special support is as follows: 

Argentina: (Toward Ronald Zaudtke) Trinity, Lindstrom, $300; Holy Trinity. 
Minneapolis, $600: St. Luke's, Oxboro, $300; Salem, Minneapolis, $300; St. 
John’s, Mound, $300; Faith, St. Paul, $300; Our Redeemer, St. Paul, $300: 
St. Paul’s, Waterloo, $300: Mt. Zion, Wauwatosa, $600: First, West Allis, $300. 

India: (Toward Robert Law) St. Paul's, Neenah, $600; Prince of Peace, St. 
Louis Park, $600; Faith, Winona, $300: St. Mark’s, Minneapolis, $300; Gethse- 
mane, Milwaukee. $300: Martin Luther, Milwaukee, $300; Trinity, Fort Atkinson, 
$300; Reformation, St. Paul, $300; Bethany, Wisconsin Dells, $300; Holy Com- 
munion, Racine, $300. 

(Toward Wilbur E.- Wicklund) Richfield, Minneapolis, $600; Luther Memorial, 
Madison, $300. 

(Toward Myrtle Onsrud) Redeemer, Milwaukee, $1,800. 

Japan: (Toward L. L’Heureux) St. Paul's, Red Wing, $600: St. Andrew's, 
Minneapolis, $300; Grace, Deephaven, $300; Salem, Albert Lea, $300: St. Mark's, 
Fargo, $300. 

Liberia: (Toward Paul L. Lewis) Luther Memorial, Madison. $300; Holy 

rinity, St. Paul, $300. 

(Toward Louis T. Bowers) Trinity, Appleton, $600. | 

(Toward Arnold Moede) Salem, Albert Lea, $300: Walter Helwig ae George 
Tews, $300; Reformation, Milwaukee, $600; Incarnation, Milwaukee, $300; Mt. 
Carmel, ‘Minneapolis, $300; St. John’s, Minneapolis, $300; Salem, Minneapolis, 
$300; St. John’s, Mound, $300; Wooddale, St. Louis Park, $300; St. James, 
Marinette, $300; Grace, Kenosha, $300. . 

(Toward John Anderson) Holy Trinity, La-Crosse, $300; Mound’'s View, St. 
Paul, $300; Trinity, Kenosha, $300; St. Luke's, Waukesha, $600. 

Malaya: (Toward Douglas Erickson) Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, $1,200; 
Redeemer, Livingston, $300; St. Mark's, Grand Forks, $300. 

Unassigned: Atonement, Beloit, $300; Holy Communion, Racine, $300, First, 
Platteville, $300. | 

Parish Abroad Support: Elkhorn, Wisconsin, St. John’s, $50; Fargo, St. Mark’s, 
$200; Milwaukee, Lake Park, $200;. Milwaukee, Pentecost, $360: Reformation, 
Milwaukee, $225; Resurrection, Milwaukee, $50: St. Peter's, Milwaukee, $110: 
Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, Mr. and Mrs. Scheuerman, $100; Holy Trinity, Minne- 
apolis, $200; Salem, Minneapolis, $400; St. John’s Oshkosh, $50; St. Paul's, 
Red Wing, $200; Reformation, St. Paul, $150: St. Luke’s, Waukesha, $50: St. 
Matthew's, Wauwatosa, $100; West Bend, Trinity, $50. 

Protege Support: Trinity, Appleton, $25; St. James’, Columbus, $50: Holy 
Trinity, La Crosse, $45; Redeemer, Milwaukee, $25; Nativity, Milwaukee, $120; 
Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, $50; Holy Communion, Racine, $50: MHoly~- Trinity. 
Superior, $10. | 


The Epiphany Appeal: ae 


A total of $80,252 net has a made available for the chapels and churches in 
Japan and India as a result of the 1954 Epiphany Appeal. This means that the goal 
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of $60,000 was exceeded by more than $20,000. The Northwest Synod contributed 
$5,894.40 to this total. 
In Japan three churches are nearing completion and a fourth is reported to be in 
_ the starting stage. There may be sufficient funds to begin a fifth church now that 
more than $40,000 has become available to Japan. 
In India, Dr. Wood writes, ‘‘We allocated funds for the completion of 117 chapels 
and the funds have been distributed and in some instances plans are being made for 
the dedication of these churches at Christmas, 1954."" 
The request for materials for the 1955 Epiphany Appeal is most gratifying. Our 
committee rejoices that more and more congregations and Sunday Schools are responding 


this appeal. 
The 1956 Epiphany emphasis will be on the new and — work in Malaya. 


Audio-Visual Aids: | 

“Jungle River Parish,’’ ‘‘Sharing the Gospel in Rural India,’’ “‘Seethamma’s Day,” 
are 35 mm. film strips and ‘Visit to Vellore” is a 20-minute color sound film recently 
added to our Synod library. 
“Tie the Face of Jeopardy’ is a new 30; minute, sound, color, 16 mm. film to be 
released this summer on missionary work in Malaya. Although it has been produced 
jointly with other Protestant groups of the NCCCUSA by Broadcasting and Films, 
our own George Frock and Pastor Daniel Chu of the U.L.C.A. Mission in Malaya, 
play leading and important roles. Iwo color film strips will be prepared on the new 
work in Malaya and Hongkong. 

A color film strip on all fields is scheduled for release on October 1, 1955. 

A new World Mission Map, 50” x 72”, with U.L.C.A. fields marked, is now 


available from the Board of Foreign Missions. 


General Information: 
The baptized membership of the Churches on the seven fields is 263, 971, ah increase 
of 2,655 during 1954. 


| 1953. 1954 
China - Hong. 23 | 51 


In Argentina: 

_ Progress is reported on the construction of the seminary building in Buenos Aires. 
Luther League of America funds and the 1952 Epiphany offerings have been supple- 
mented to carry through this large and important project. Inasmuch as this Lutheran 
seminary will offer theological training for all of Latin America, the Lutheran World 
Federation has voted financial support. Theological instruction began in a dwelling 


April 1, 1955, with seven students. 
Several new points of worship have been opened in the interior with marked success. 


The Church's Bible Camp continues to stimulate our youth to consider full-time service 
in the Church. 


In British Guiana: 

Two students for the ministry are now enrolled in a college in Puerto Ricd. Ochers 
have been recommended for educational preparation for the ministry to begin this fall. 
Still other students have been approved for study outside of the Colony. 

Eleven churches and chapels are now in the process of completion as a direct result 


of the 1953 Epiphany offerings. _ 
Construction will begin this summer on the first unit for the new high school at 


Skeldon. The first costs will be paid from Luther League contributions of a few yours 
ago. 


In China-Hong Kong: 

Missionary Paul Mackensen’s parents had the first and only letter from him in 
October, 1954, saying that he was well. He has been imprisoned in China since March, 
1952. Efforts toward developing congregations and more leaders in Hong Kong are 


bearing much fruit. 
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In India: 

Visas have been denied to four of our missionaries. The latest refusal was for the 
return of a woman missionary who served one term. However, three visas for return- 
ing missionaries have been granted by mid-March, 1955. : 

The Andhra Church has elected a new president, the Rev. G. Devasahayam, who 
studied at the Philadelphia Seminary in 1953-54. The Rev. Dr. A. N. Gopal, who 
had been president but was ineligible for re-election, will be the first Indian president of 


_Luthergiri Seminary. He will study in the U.S.A. for a year before taking up his new 


duties. 
By the end of 1954, Epiphany offerings had aided in the completion of approxi- 


mately 125 village chapels. It is expected that 1955 offerings will help in completing 


additional 150 chapels. 


‘ Because of Pastor Wicklund’s illness he will return to the United States about June, 
1955. All of us regret greatly that our brother had to suffer this disease. We rejoice 


‘that he is making very satisfactory progress toward good health. 


In Japan: 

ors are at work in Japan looking forward to forming one Lutheran Church 
in Japan 

The Lutheran Hour radio program in which our Church gecticipates and for which 
the president of the seminary, Dr. Kishi, writes material, is most successful. The semi- 
nary has 50 students. Thirteen were graduated in March. 

A new Japanese hymnal has been introduced in all congregations. Dr. Kishi and | 
Pastor Aoyoma have translated Dr. Roland Bainton’s book, ‘‘Here I Stand,’’ with a 
view to reaching high school graduates and above. 

Miss Helen M. Shirk, former Japan missionary and more recently a staff member of 
the Board, has returned to Japan to supervise kindergarten work there. 


In Liberia: 


One hundred students are currently enrolled in the high school ind Lutheran Train- 
ing Institute, the largest group in the history of the school. Courses preparing Chris- 
tian workers and students for the ministry have been opened this year, the first in a 
number of years. 

By mid-summer, five missionary linguists will be working in the Kpelle and Loma 
languages. One of the Liberian Lutheran pastors, the Rev. Byron Traub, now heads 
the Government literacy program. Literacy and evangelism are becoming most closely 
integrated in the Church's program. 

An eighth grade school under Lutheran auspices for the Kpelle-speaking area is in 
the planning and early building stages. A similar school for the Loma community has 


been completed at Zorzor. 


In Malaya: 


Five new chapels are planned to meet the challenge of the new village work. To 
— the needs in elementary education, a school installation is planned for Petaling 
aya 
Five missionaries from America, three from Germany and three from China, as well 
as four other Chinese workers, are now serving in Malaya. Dispensary work has begun. 
Dr. Paul P. Anspach, staff secretary for this work, will return to the States in May. 
Therefore, the administrative council for our mission in Malaya has been organized and 
our Pastor Douglas Erickson was elected chairman, © | 


Women's Missionary Society: 


The Women’s Missionary Society seeks out and supports all single women mission- 
aries and provides more than twenty per cent of the funds required to carry on the 


work of overseas missions. | 
Our Synodical Committee and the Board of Foreign Missions of the United Lutheran 


Church in America acknowledge the fine support of our Pastors and people. We pray 
God that all of us might have our zeal for bringing all His children to Him increased 


and quickened. 
Respectfully submitted, 


PAUL IX. GRAF, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 
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The President weil that Vice President Theodore S. Rees take 
the chair while Pastor James Bartsch presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT 


We give thanks to Almighty God for the devoted leadership of our president, Dr. 
Bishop, which is evidenced in the continued progress of our Synod and in the physical 
and spiritual developments of local congregations. 

We note with gratitude the major building operations completed and projected by 
many congregations of Synod. 

May we be mindful that these buildings are not ends in themselves but mere tools 
by which individual souls may be brought into a living relationship with their Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We concur with the president in his expression of gratitude for the increase in the 
percentage of communing members, which ought to spur us on to an even greater 
increase in the coming year. 

We recognize with gratitude to Almighty God, that six congregations are or will 
be received into the Synod by action of this Convention, representing © one of the 
largest ingathering of souls at any one time. 


We submit the recommendations arising from facts submitted in the president's 
report: 


Be it 


(1) That in spite of the president’s concern for the low income of many pastors, many 
of these congregations have not made adequate increases in their pastor’s salaries: 
therefore we recommend that the Executive Committee make special effort to counsel 


with such congregations. 


(2) That the president investigate the status of each pastor on the roll of Synod not 
under call and bring to the next convention of Synod recommendations for action— 
in accordance with the resolutions passed at this convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES D. BARTSCH, Chairman 


On motion, Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 

On motion, Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. | 

On motion, the report as a whole was adopted. ; 
The president resumed the chair. 


Pastor Eugene Hasselquist presented the 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE: 


Information covering the Synod’s 65th Annual Convention was given in advance 
to the papers in Montana, and in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Photographs were arranged 
for the high-lights of the convention. We continued to telephone additional informa- 
tion during the convention to the local papers as well as to the Star and Tribune of 
_ Minneapolis. We have also been in contact with the Associated Press in Denver. 

We wish to express our appreciation to Mr. William Beasley of the Billings Gazzett, 
and Mr. Willmar Thorkelson of the Minneapolis Star and Tribune for their splendid 
news coverage. 

submitted, 


_ EUGENE L. HASSELQUIST, 


~ On motion the report was adopted. 
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Pastor George Overdier presented the . 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


The committee reports the following named persons have presented excuses: 


CLERGY: 


Excused from all sessions: 
All retired pastors, overseas missionaries and chaplains with armed forces who are in 


active service. 


Frederick R. Ludwig | P. Opem 
John F. Fedders | Wilbur Currens 
Arthur R. Tingley Garrett Genszler 
Milo W. Gerberding Robert Schmidt 
H. C. Rex | C. W. Hornburg 
R. H. Gerberding C. A. Puls 

John Zeltin | Leif H. Awes 

H. H. W. Egler : | John Simonds 


George W. Forell 


Excused from some sessions: 


Wayne Wickoren | B. J. Stecker 
Wesley Gallup | 


LAY DELEGATE 


Excused from all sessions: 
William Poenichen 


No excuses have been received from following pastors: 


Charles Burmeister Roy Morrod 

C. R. Defenderfer Herbert Motz-kus 

Janis H. Dzirnis Eden Nicholas 

Paul Feustel | Olin Nordsletten 

R. W. Groth Joseph Ramsey : 
Warren Host David Samuelson 

Emerson Jury Joseph Stump 

Henry B. Kleinert Karlton Wagner 

Edwin Moll Warren Zemlick . 


REV. GEORGE OVERDIER, Chairman 
REV. PAUL KAATRUD 
REV. WAYNE WICKOREN 


On motion the report was adopted. 


The Secretary presented the 


REPORT OF DELEGATES TO ULCA 


- The 1954 convention of the United Lutheran Church in America was characterized 
by several “‘unusuals.’"” One was the place of meeting, Toronto, Canada. President 
Fry's comment, “‘It’s the first time we've been invited!’’ was adequate answer to any 
surprise implied in the thought that the ULCA had not met in Canada before. An- 
other “‘unusual’’ was the appearance of Bishop Eivind Berggrav, former primate of the 
Church of Norway, as the preacher at the Service of Holy Communion. A third ‘‘un- 
usual’’ was the report of the Commission on Organizational Structure and the large 
amount of time devoted to its consideration. An outstanding ‘‘unusual’’ was the special 
celebration arranged for delegates and visitors for Sunday. All delegates and visitors who 
desired to go were transported to Kitchener, entertained in the homes of Canadian Lu- 
therans on the day of their National Thanksgiving, took part in the great assembly of 
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8,000 wlio listened to Dr. Stoughton and to Dr. Empie, and in the evening got a 
glimpse of the “‘new look’’ in Luther League activities. 


Actions of the Convention included: 


1. Fifteen amendments to the Constitution of the United ae Church in 
America. They grow out of the report of the Commission on Organizational 
Structure; and are being presented to the Synods for action. — 


2. Received the new Synod of the Central States which had been formed by the 
merger of the Kansas, Nebraska and Midwest Synods, and whose first president 
is the Reverend C. H. Zeidler, called to that office from the pastorate at Trinity 
Church, Appleton, Wisconsin. 


3. Established 1956 and 1957 for a concerted, church-wide, special effort in Evan- 
gelism and budgeted a half million dollars to see that it is done. 


4. Adopted uniform procedures to be followed with respect to ‘‘the call, ordina- 
tion, and retention of men on the ministerial roll.”’ 


5. Established a Department of weaiig. to be under the direction of the Executive 
Board. 


6. Adopted a budget calling for seven and a half million dollars in 1956 and seven 
and two-thirds million dollars in 1957. 


The Convention heard the first report from its new work in Malaya. The 1952 
Convention had authorized the Board of Foreign Missions to begin work. Synod of 
the Northwest has a special interest because one of the first missionaries to be called 
was its own Douglas Erickson. 

Led by R. H. Gerberding, Executive Secretary, the Board of American Missions again 
pleaded for sufficient funds to meet the opportunities in Home Missions. The Board 
believes the Church will produce the needed funds eee increase in regular benevolent 
giving. 

The convention was told to expect the new hymnal to be ready in late 1955. This 
new church book is being prepared cooperatively by the churches of the National Lu- 
theran Council. 

The convention heard the first reading of a ‘‘Statement on Corporate Communion,”’ 
the same being a re-study of a statement adopted in 1940. The Commission was in- 
structed to continue its study and report in 1956. 

Northwest Synod was honored when Dr. A. A. Zinck, pastor of Redeemer Church, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was chosen to preach at the Thanksgiving Service of the con- 
vention. 

Many of the recommdadesiins of the Commission on Organizational Structure did 
_ not come before the convention, and consideration of them must wait for 1956 when 
the Church will meet in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, at the invitation of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod. 

Synod was represented by its full complement of delegates; among Gus Mr. J. K. 
Jensen, who has been delegate to every ULCA convention, and Mr. J. W. Jouno, who 
has missed but one. Roll Call of the convention showed 330 clerical delegates with all 
present ; and 329 lay delegates, one absent. 

Elections brought Dr. Geo. B. McCreary to the Board of Social Missions; Dr. J. 
Martin Klotsche to the Board of Parish Education; Dr. Paul L. Wetzler to the Board 
of Higher Education; and Mr. Walter O. Helwig to the presidency of the Lutheran 
Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship. 

Respectfully 


| PAUL E. BISHOP 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor Harold Stoffel submitted the following proposed amendments to the Con- 
stitution of Synod, in writing, and with the required number of signatures: | 


sop, That Anticle IV, Section 3(d), third paragraph, second sentence be amended to read as 
ows: 
‘He may be ordained at the annual meeting of Synod by the. ministerial officers of 
the Synod with such ministerial assistants as the president may select, or the candidate 
shall be given the privilege of ordination by making special request to be ordained in 
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a place acceptable to the ministerial officers of Synod by such ministerial assistants as 
the president may select.’ . 
“That Article VII be amended by the addition of the following as Section 4: 
‘No board or committee member shall serve more than two consecutive terms.’ ” 


These proposed amendments were received as information, to be acted upon at the 


next convention. 


Pastor Robert Anderson introduced the following resolution on behalf of the © 
Committee on Youth and Christian Education: 


“Be it resolved that beginning with the meeting of Synod in 1956: | 
(1) The Parish Education Committee shall consist of six clerical members and three lay 


members. 


(3) Of those clected cach year there shall be one elected from each of the three confer 
ences of the Synod. 
(4) The rotation shall be in this wise: 
In 1956 the layman shall be from the Central Conference, 
in 1957 shall be from the Wisconsin Conference, and 
in 1958 shall be from the Western Conference.” 


‘Pastor William Downey moved to strike Items 3 and 4 from the foregoing resolu- 
tion. The motion was carried. 

- On motion the resolution as amended was adopted. 

Pastor Downey moved that the President of Synod appoint a special committee 
to review the elective procedures of our Synod and report with recommendations 
at the next meeting of Synod. The motion was carried. 

Pastor Robert Bartsch moved that a rising vote of thanks be given to the Secretary 
of Synod and the secretary to the President. The motion was carried. 

Pastor Robert Fellows introduced the following resolution: 


“Be it resolved that the of Directors of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Semi- 
nary be authorized to issue ar calls to qualified unordained men to teach, and preach — 
the Word, and administer the Sacraments.” 


Dr. Paul Graf moved that the jivesing resolution be tabled. The motion was 


carried. 
The President announced that invitations for the 1956 convention “ta been received 


from St. Matthew's Church, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, and from Pentecost Church, Mil- 


waukee, Wisconsin. By show of hands the convention voted to accept the invitation 
of St. Matthew’s Church. 

Pastor G. William Genszler moved to reconsider the foregoing action with respect 
to the place of the next convention, inasmuch as St. Matthew’s Church had been 
host to the special meeting of Synod on October 22, 1953. The motion was carried. 


_ The convention thereupon voted to accept the invitation of Pentecost Church. 


Pastor William Niebling extended an oral invitation to the Synod to hold its 
1957 convention in St. Matthew's Church, Wauwatosa. The Secretary announced 
that a written invitation was on hand from Fox Point Church, Milwaukee to hold 
the 1957 convention there. | 

By common consent the President was granted the privilege of appointing the 
standing committees at a later date. 

‘a It rR moved, seconded and carried that the 1956 convention begin on ‘Tuesday. 
ay 

The Secretary distributed mimeographed c ges of the minutes of the Wednesday 
evening and Thursday morning sessions, and made certain corrections therein. On 
motion the minutes were adopted. 

The Secretary read the minutes of the Thursday afternoon session. On motion the 
minutes were adopted. 

The President announced that the prayer of thanksgiving called for in Resolution 
No. 12 of the Report of the Resolutions Committee would be embodied in the 
closing service. 

The President formally closed the 65th annual convention of the English Evan- — 
nor Lutheran Synod of the Northwest at 4:00 p.m., one to the prescribed 
order. 
Respectfully 


GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, Secretary 
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1955. 9] 
EQUALIZATION OF DELEGATES’ CONVENTION EXPENSE 


Amount 
Amount Due Amount 
Appor- Congre- Due 

Congregation | ee Clergy Lay Total tioned gation Synod 
$ 65.20 $ 86.67 $151.87 $166.40 $ 14.53 
Appleton, Our Saviours ........ 112 .82 20.02 92.80 
Appleton, Trinity ............ 135.00 135.00 401 .96 266 .96 
Bailey’s Harbor, Immanuel .. 46.95 128.19 175.14 61.36 
POUL 88 .59 118 .90 207 .49 28 .60 
Beaver Dam. &t. John ......:. 88 .60 Cv 18.26 
Billings, Bethiehem .........-; 7.00 7.00 14.00 28.64 
Bloomington, St. Luke ........ 78.14 89.81 167 .95 145.08 
Calhoun, Reformation ........ 83 .63 29 .90 53.73 
Caution Firat 71.71 91.37 163 .08 104 .52 
Cedarburg, Advent ........... 99.15 129.46 228 .61 98 .28 
Deephaven, Grace 15.00 105.00 120.00 97 .24 
Dresden, St. John ......... 55.35 34.32 21.03 
Bethichem 91.01 35.36 55.65 .....- 
Ft. Atkinson, Trinity ..... 15.00 125.00 140.00 23 .02 
Grand Forks, St. Mark......... 15.00 82.69 97 .69 94.64 a... sees 
Greet Pause, St. 38.00 38 .00 76.00 75.40 
Green Bay, Resurrection ...... 97.30 50.44 
Hales Corners, Whitnall Pk. .. 173.16 173.16 

La Crosse, Good Shepherd ....  ...... 112. 25 
La Crosse, Holy Trinity ...... 74 

Livingston, Redeemer ........ 19.40 20.77 40.17 6.37 

Mahtomedi, St. Andrew ...... 15.00 102.81 117.81 89.70 
Marinette, St. James .......... 130.00 130.00 121.68 
Marshall, Holy Trinity ........ 38 .22 12.29 
Medicine Lake, Mt. Olivet .... 5.26 9.56 . 

Menasha, St. Timothy .........-. 85.03 116.13 201.16 (1.90 
Menominee, Emanuel: ..... 94.00 64.94 158 .94 110.76 
Menomonee Falls, Holy Cross 15.00 125.00 140.00 40.82 ee eee 
Milwaukee | 

Gethsemane ...... 88.23 113.81 202 .04 92.56 
90.44 114.80 205 .24 144.46 
Nativity 91.01 116.59 207 . 60 144.56 63.04 
Pentecost se 91.01 116.61 207 . 62 299 . 52 91.90 
15.00 130.00 145.00 63.70 
Reformation ‘wht 183.80 see eee 183.80 392 .86 *ee © 209 .06 


are 
‘ 

#.. 
om 

7 

& 

a 

‘ 


iz 
N 

ig 


92 Billings 
Amount 
Amount Due Amount 
| Appor- Congre- Due 
Congregation Clergy Lay Total tioned gation Synod 
So. Side Redeemer .......... 70.82 96.41 167 .23 93 .86 GSE" 
Washington Park ............ 15.00 1380.34 145.34 
Mineral Point, Hope .......... 7.35 71.05 78.40 46.80 
Minneapolis | 
Atonement ....... 47.56 56.86 104.42 35 . 62 
Holy Communion ........... 71.00 71.00 142.00 84.24 
Redeemer 77.10 86.54 163 . 64 64.90 
74.95 96 . 62 171.57 400.66 229 .09 
Monona Village, St. Stephen 87.60 112.24 199 84 43 .42 
Mukwonago, Mt. Olive ........ 71.65 70.98 
Muskego, Bethel ............... 92.99 92.99 44.46 
No. Bt. Paul; St. Mark ........ 78 .53 100.53 179.06 150.02 
15.00 113.02 128 .02 16.28 
Pinewood, Cross of Christ ...... 15.00 99.81 
Piattevilie, Wirst .....<+.... 15.00 125.00 140.00 80.48 
Racine, Atonement ............ 884.76 176.66 
Racine, Holy Communion ...... 182.14 240.76 422 .90 149 .88 
Red Wing, St. Paul .......... | 135.90 
St. Louis Park : 
. Pau 
Spring Pk., Good Shepherd .... __........ 88.22. 88 .22 
Waterloo, St. Paul ............ 63 .49 93 .34 
Waukesha, St. Luke .......... | 84.52 110.10 194.62 Py 
Waukesha, St. Mark .......... 91.90 114.81 206.71 54.60 152.11 vans 
Wauwatosa 
de cade 84.52 110.10 194 .62 309 .40 114.78 
White Bear, St. Stephen ...... 72.15 94.15 
15.00 120 .00 135.00 58 .50 
Wisconsin Dells, Bethany .... 15.00 125.00 140.00 T10 .24 
Zumbrota, Redeemer ....... Sis 41.91 32.97 
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THE WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


of the 
ENGLISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 


“ANNUAL REPORT 


During the past year, the women of Northwest Synod have been deeply grateful 
for the opportunity to serve God through the Women’s Missionary Society. With 
enthusiasm and zeal, they have carried out their theme ‘““ITo Make His Way Known 
Through Evangelism.”’ 

Almost a thousand new members and eleven new societies were added to the 
organization in 1954. This seven per cent increase in membership makes Northwest 
_ Synod rank fifth in size in the nation. Although 7,723° women are members, we are 
still challenged by the 19,000 potential women in Synod who are not in the great 
work of winning others for Christ. 

The educational and spiritual development of the women of the church has always 
been one of the primary functions of the organization. Besides the monthly ‘‘church 
centered”’ programs at regular meetings, almost 4,000 members have studied special 
mission fields. This year ‘“The City’’ with the many problems facing the growing 
and changing city churches was the home theme. With ‘India, Pakistan and Ceylon’”’ 
as the foreign theme, many were awakened to the new and difficult problems with 
which our mission churches are confronted in these countries. To aid in our study, ° 
about $1,000 worth of literature was purchased and 20,715 pieces of frée literature . 
were distributed. 

In order to increase the spiritual lives of our women, emphasis has been placed 
on the much untouched power through prayer. More than 4,000 women attended | 
the World Day of Prayer and the Special Week of Prayer. Northwest Synod rejoices 
that the National organization in its official magazine, Lutheran Woman’s Work, 
now presents the Prayer Calendar which was conceived and used in our Synod for 
the past few years. The use of daily devotions, family altars, and prayer groups are 
being encouraged. 

Summer camps for women and Spring Rallies have proven to be grass root methods 
to stimulate the interest and information about the work of the Church. 

Since our fiscal year closed in June, the financial and statistical orts are for 
1954. The total receipts were $48,308.03. This is an increase of $4,289.62. 
$20,840 was given through special Thank Offering. $2,753 represents gifts of Life 
Memberships. $3,000 is allocated for Rocky Boy Indian Mission. 1,325 Boxes, with 
a value of about $15,000, were sent for Special Gifts for relief and welfare work. 

Northwest Synod Women’s Missionary Society has again assumed the full support 
of Mrs. James Miller, missionary to Liberia, Africa. This year she will be on furlough 
in the United States and we eagerly look forward to her presence at the fall con- 
vention. 

On October 1-5, 1955, the National Triennial Convention of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society will be held in Cleveland, Ohio. This meeting will represent 117,000 
members whose budget is $875,000. All monies are channeled through the regular 
Boards of the United Lutheran Church. At this meeting, Northwest Synod will have 
26 official delegates. We are happy and proud to be ably represented on the National 
level by Mrs. M. F. Rheingans as National Treasurer, Mrs. F. R. Ludwig as General 
Executive Board Member, and Mrs. C. W. Fagerlin as member of the National Educa- 
tion Division. 

We are deeply grateful to all the pastors who have given active support and 
encouragement to the entire program of the Women’s Missionary Society. We have 
also appreciated the liberal space allotted us in the Synodical Bulletin. 

May God continue to bless and use this Auxiliary of the Church for the advance- 
ment of His Kingdom. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. WM. S. CHANDLER 


President Women’s Missionary Society 
Synod of the Northwest 
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94 | Billings 
Annual WMS Receipts 1953-1954 | 
| Central West A West B. Wisc. Total 
Monthly $ 3,616.79 $ 398.51 $ 261.45 $ 7,197.54 $11,474.29 . 
Thank Offering ........ veh cus 5,797.31 990.91 582.76. 13,469.70 20,840.68 
Life Memberships ........... 1,380.00 310.00 130.00 1,893.00 3,713.00 
225.00 30.00 45.00 165.00 465.00 
Patron and Protege......... 1,747.50 140.00 90.00 2,033.75. 4,011.25 
93.90 20.00 45.00 263.71 «422.61 
Home Mission Pledge ....... 750.00 750.00 
Mies. . 2,142.28 110.00 54.61 1,858.59 3,165.43 
Bare Miller 19.50 26.00 52.00 


STATISTICAL REPORT 


The Statistical Report of the Women’s Missionary Society of the Siiiad of the 
Northwest for the year ending June 30, 1955. 
175 Societies in 135 Congregations. 
‘Total Membership—9 ,09 3 
Personnel—Homemakers—-8, 109 
Business and Professional Women—86 1 
Students—1 23 
1,370 new members received during the year sail 7 new societies organized. 
ee Study Records show the following study classes including at least four hours 
of study: 
71 Home Mission Study groups with 1,553 persons attending. 
78 Foreign Mission Study groups with 1, 635 p ersons attending. 
Book Review or Group Discussion groups of less hee four hours include. 
78 Home Mission groups with 1,226 persons attending. 
95 Foreign Mission groups with 1,42 persons attending. 
281 persons completed the Reading Course. 
Literature purchased amounted to $1,169.26; 32,359 pieces of free hebetens dis- 


tributed. 
93 societies observed the Week of Prayer and Self- Denial with 276 meetings and 


3,204 persons attending. 

1,893 persons from 122 societies attended World Day of Prayer meetings. 

There were 3,030 subscriptions to Lutheran Woman’s Work with 16 societies on 
Magazine Honor Roll (a subscription list equal to the membership). 

103 societies held Public Thank Offering Services and 102 societies deported in- 


creased Thank Offering. 
60 societies are now using the Unified Plan of Organization (Women of the Church 


or one woman’s society in the congregation). 
132 societies planned meetings for non-members and 144 groups personally invited 
non-members to meetings. 


Through the Special Aids Department: 
327 boxes were sent to Home Missions—value $3,856. 27. 


304 boxes were sent to Foreign Missions—value $1,914.29. 

986 boxes were reported sent to Lutheran World Relief—value $5,545. 00. 
162 boxes were sent to Lutheran Welfare—value $1,948.09. 

101 boxes were sent to other Special Aids—value $746.00. 


Daily Devotional material used by 3,913 members. 
With 27,028 women over 18 years of age in our congregations and 15 congrega- 
tions without Women’s Missionary Societies may we not grow weary in well doing, 


but meet the challenge before us by ‘‘Making His Way Known.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
| Mrs. EMMETT J. ERICKSON 
Statistical Secretary 
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CLERICAL REGISTER 


Names and Addresses Telephone Conference 


| Ahien, A. C. M., Ph.D., 3900 16th Ave. S., Minneapolis 7, Minn.. ............ Li. 7693—Central 
Anderson, Edgar A., 223 E. Maple St., Beaver Dam, Wis............... Turner 5-3396—Wisconsin 
Anderson, John W., 115 Sherman Ave., Hartford 5, Conn..................... PO Cea ay Central 
Anderson, Robert B., 2863 N. Grant Bivd., Hi, 4-3493—-Wiscons n 
Archie, David, 5700 W. 70th St., Minneapolis 10, Minn............. See ks We. 9-5197——Central 
Awes, Leif H., 4534 Wentworth Ave., Minneapolis 9, Minn... 
Barber, Charles L., 554 N. 107th St., Milwaukee 13, Wis.......0 ©.................. Wisconsin 
Bartels, Robert A., 1008 St. John, Billings. Mont. . 6-6427——Western 
Bartsch, James D., 2243 N. 118th Se., Web Gt. 3-7630—Wisconsin 
Bartsch, Robert L., 5676 N. 33rd St., Milwaukee 9, Wis. ......... Wisconsin 
Bishop, Paul E., D.D., 2310 Stevens Ave., Minneapolis 4; Mine. ..... ....: . Ge. 8301—Wieconsin 
Brockhaus, Karl W., 320 W. Center St., Cedarburg, Wis. ............ ove ey ss 2215—Wisconsin 
Burmeister, Chas. F., 1402 Main St., Marinette, Wisconsin 
Christy. W. P., D.D., 1967 Kenwood Pkwy., Minneapolis 5, Minn............ Ae Ke. 9106—Central 
Clark, J.. 126 S. 6th St., Livingston, Mont........... : 602R——Western 
Clement, Webster H., 707 W. Howard St., Winona, Minn... ..... 4089—-Central 
L. Glenn, 322 Carroll St., Waukesha, Wis. 7651—Wisconsin 
Cooper, Wm. H., 2806 W. Lake of the Isles Blvd., Li. 7693——Central 
Crist, Geo. P., Rte. 2, Box 164G, Hales Corners, Wis........... _.. Hales Corners 51325—Wisconsin 
_Currens, Wilbur C., 4100 Toledo Ave. S.. St. Louis Park, Nain. Wa. 6-3552—Central 
Day, Edward A., 2050 Stanford Ave., St. Paul 5, Minn... .. Em. 3150——Central 
Dehaan, John E., Rocky Boy Rte., Box Elder, Western 
Dion, Wm. S., 5825 27th Ave. S., Minneapolis 17, Minn. .............. -... Pa, 2-9450—Central 
Doering, R. R., 233 Bayley Ave., Platteville, Wis... 7787——Wisconsin 


Downey, Wm. B.. 7448 N. Santa Monica Blvd., Milwaukee 11, Wis. .... Flagstone 2-8309-——Wisconsin | 


Dressler, Jonas H., D.D., 2201 Humboldt Ave. S., Minneapolis 5, Minna. Li, 7693—Centrat 
Dumke, Paul F., 610 W. 5th St., Zembrota. 293—Central 
37R1—Wisconsin 
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Names and Addresses Telephone Conference 
Eckhoff, Carl H., Good Samaritan Home, Mason Clty, Central 
Egler, Harvey H. W., 229 Garfield St., Winnipeg, . 74 3143——Central 
Engdahl, David E., 5152 27th Ave. S.. Minneapolis 6, Minn........... Be ae Pa. 4-6843-——Central 
Erickson, Douglas E., 312 Semenyih, New Village, Selangor Dist., Malaya...... _. Western 
Fedders, John F., D.D., 1000 S. Lake Sybelia Dr., Maitland, Fla..................00000 Wisconsin 
Fellows, Robt. E., 303 W. Broadway, Butte, Mont.......... 4 2-2042—Western 
Feustel, Paul E., 311 Walnut St., Horicon, Wis. 5-206 8-——Wisconsin 
Flaa, Richard M., Box 392, Poynette, Wis... .... .3402—Wisconsin 
Forell, Geo. W., Th.D., 213 Riverview, Iowa City. Central 
Frank, Alfred O., D.D., 1024 Laurel Ave., St. Paul 4, Minn, .............., Ca. 5-4141—Central 
W., 832 Sth &t., Minot, 40-297—Western 
Franke, Merle G.. 3825 25th Ave. S., Minneapolis 6, Mina. ee ar _. Pa, 9-6490—Central 
Futscher, LeRoy B., 173 Washington St., Waterloo, Wis................ 65—Wisconsin 
Gable, Wm. H., D.D., Rte. Ange, ‘Warren 484-R2—Western 
Gaenslen, Richard A., 920 S. Georges Ave., Milwaukee 14, Wi... 2-8875-—Wisconsin | 
Gallup, Wesley, 4627 N. Larkin St., Milwaukee, Co. 4-1617—Wisconsin 
Gensates, Gaesett F.. 4331 EB. Beyn Mawr Reé., . Wisconsin 
Gerberding, Geo. H., Rte. 3, Box 267, Wayzata, Minn........00........ Greenwood 7-2746—Central 
Gerberding, John H., Rte. 2, Box A, Menomonee Falls, Wis......... rye 0253—Wisconsin 
Gerberding, Milo Wm., 2562 Westview Terr., St. Louis Park, Minn. .......... Or. 5-8694—Central 
Gerberding, R. H., D.D., 231 Madison Ave., New York 16, 2-3410—Central 
Girod, Robt. W., Polar, Wis... Antigo 3-9206—Wisconsin 
Graf, Paul L., D.D., 2730 E. 31st St., Minneapolis 6, Minn Pa. 9-835 8—Central 
Grant, Chas. L., D.D., 610 Aurora Ave., St. Paul 3, Minn. ee Ca. 6-3025—Central 
Groth, R. W., 122 10th Ave. N., West Bend, Wis........ 1581——Wisconsin 
Gruhn, Harold W., 2000 S. Layton Blvd., Milwaukee 15, We. 3-9 141——Wisconsin 
Gustafson, Donald, 666 4th Ave. N., Fargo, N. 8395—Western 
Haker, Milton A., 1530 S. 74th St., Milwaukee 14, Wis................... Gr. 4-4664—Wisconsin 
Hansen, Finn H., 119 E. Washington Ave., Madison, Wis..........  6-1714—Wisconsin 
Hansen, Rodney V., 728 W. 4th St., Red Wing, Minn........ 9131—-Central 
L.. 317 L3th St... Falls, Meet... 2-4785—Western 
Heglund, Franklin C., 625 School Court, Menasha, 2-7373—Wisconsin 
Henderson, Alan J.. 720 6th St., Baraboo, Wis. . 1804——Wisconsin 


Hornburg, Chas. W., Box 61, Hales Corners, Wis.. Hales Corners 5-1169—Wisconsia 
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Names and Addresses 
Host, Warren Z., 1618 W. Hadley St., Milwaukee 6, Wis 


Hurst, Kenneth A., S.T.M., D.D., 2000 Carmel Ave., Racine, Wis....... 2-4757—Wisconsin 
Jackson, Jerome C., 1512 N. Meade St., Appleton, Wis...................0--5- 4-6396—Wiscoasin. 
_ Jacobson, J. Woodrow, 2423 N. 71st St.. Kenosha, Wis...................55. 01 2-2603—Wisconsin 


Jensen, Dorrance N., Rte. 1, Box 902, Muskego, 
Kaatrud, Paul G., Luther Hill Parish House, Racine, Wis... .. . 2-4757—Wisconsin 
Kindem, Ingolf B., 209 S. Allen St., Appleton, Wis... 3-6242—Wisconsin 
Kipps, C. A., United Lutheran Camp, Pine Lake Rte., Waupaca, Wis............+5, 831-F5——Wisconsin 
Kloese, Bruce G., 136 N. Antoinette St., Green He. 7-1460—Wisconsin 
Knox, Howard, 131 S, Tyler, Wisconsin 
Koehler, Geo. C., 928 Walnut St., Eau Claire, Wis................ | 
Koester, Chas., 211 Henry St., Mukwonago, Wis................. 
Kolbo, Dewaine, Box 151, Spring Patk, Minn................... Central 
Kraemer, I. R., 2612 W. Auer Ave., Milwaukee 6, Wis., Hi. 4-6055—Wisconsin 
Kugler, Robert F., 4675 Hodgson Rd., St. Paul 13, Minn........ Ses Iv. 4-1891—Central 
Langrock, Karl, 2647 N. Stowell Ave., Milwaukee 11, Wis... Wisconsin 


Lindemann, Gordon O., 3114 W. 49th St., Minneapolis 10, Minn......... seers Wa, 2-0215—Central 
Ludwig, Frederick R., 2101 E. Newberry Bivd., Milwaukee 11, Wis........... Wo. 2-6200—Wisconsin 


Malin, A. W.. 2921 Wricht Ave., Recine, Wis................... 
Marker, Edwin F.. 1329 41st St.. Orlando, Fla............... ee ee . .Central 


| Marks, Frederick A., 1921 Adams St., Two Rivers, Wis......... ia |, .2-2031—Wisconsin 
j Marlatte, J. F., D.D., 419 Newton Ave. N., Minneapolis 5, Minn................. At. 1608—Central 
“Martin, Arno D., 400 N. 73rd St., Milwaukee 13, Wis.............00.000055 Gr. 6-1853—Wisconsin 
Mattes, Jarvie, 3124 S. 27th St., La Crosse, Wis......... . Wisconsin 
; | McCreary, Geo. B., D.D., 2310 Stevens Ave., Minneapolis 4, Minn......:...... _, .Ge. 8301—Central 


Billings 
Jacobson, Robert, 2701 Harriet Ave. S., Minneapolis 6, Minn.......... Central 
Lewis, Paul L., American Lutheran Mission, Monrovia, Liberia, Africa... 
: Lund, Clarence B., 2310 Stevens Ave., Minneapolis 4, Minn.....................Ge. 8301—Central 
; Lundquist, Geo. L., 3045 Texas Ave., St< Louis Park, Minn.................,.We. 8-7043—Central 
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Names and Addresses Telephone Conference 
Metzker, John G., 5472 Adams St., New Miia. Su. 4-2528—Central 
Midland, Arthur B., 5511 W. Lloyd St., Milwaukee 8, Wis..................Gr. 6-3189-—Wisconsin 

Milles, 1326 Deane Divd., Wie... 3-6537—Wisconsin 
Moede, Arnold P., Lutheran Mission, Monrovia, Liberia, Africa....... Central 

_ Moeller, Geo., Chaplain (Maj.), OMR Box 173, APO 334, c/o P.M., San Francisco, Calif....... Central 
Moerke, E. L., 1510 W. Keefe Ave., Milwaukee 6, .Fr. 2-1600—Wisconsin 

_ Moll, Edwin, D.D., 231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y................ Lex. 2-3410—Wisconsin 
Moll, Marvin R., Stacy, Central 
Morrod, Roy, 825 Roscoe Ave., South Beloit, Ill...................... Dunkirk 9-1824—Wisconsin 
Motz-kus, Herbert J., 710 5th St., Jefferson, Wis............ 131W—Wisconsin 
Myers, Déaoven Cannon Palle, Mina... 

Nelson, Norman B., 10815 W. Fiebrantz Ave., Milwaukee 16, Wis................. ete Wisconsin - 
Neloon, Waldemar H., 805 Greenway Re., Madioon 4; Ch. 4-9305—Wisconsin 
Nerenz, Kenneth L., 18 W. 60th St., Minneapolis 19, Minn........ va pa ce. Lo. 1312—Central 
Neuhardt, Emil, 5229 44th Ave. S., Minneapolis 6, Mb ose ... Pa, 9-5962—Central 
Niebling, Wm., 1720 N. 75th St., Wauwatosa 13, Wis................25- Spring 4-0442—Wisconsin | 
Nordsletten, Olin S., 308 Barrie St., Ft. Atkinson, Wis... ... 564—Wisconsin 
Paul F., 5113 W. 40th St., St. Louis Park 16, Minn. Wa. 6-3435—Central 
Opem, P. Frederick, 50 E. Loos St., Hartford, Wis... 107 1—Wisconsin | 
Oslund, Carl E., 1723 2nd Ave. N., Grand Forks, N. D........ 4-9149—Western 
Peterson, Harold E., 1625 W. Old Shakopee Rd., Minneapolis 20, Minn........ ., So. 1-9625—Central 
Primley, James W., 3145 40th Ave. S., Minneapolis 6, or Se Se Pa. 9-2836—Central 
Puls, Chas. A., D.D., 1025 University Ave., 5-653 8—Wisconsin 
Rabe, Erling W., 34 Melvin St., Oshkosh, St. 241—Wisconsin 
Ramsey, Jos. M., 62 S. Grove St., East Aurora, N. Wisconsin 
Rasmussen, H. T., D.D., 5837 2nd Ave. S., Minneapolis 19, Minn................ Lo, 1312—Central 
Raun, James J., Ph.D., 2220 Vincent Ave. N., Minneapolis 11, Sian... ge ee Li. 7693—Central 
Rees, Theodore S., 1407 Margaret St. N. E., St. Paul 9, Minn.......... se kaee. Vi. 7-3205—Central 
Hanon 520 Gacheld Ave, Wie 5829—Wisconsin 
Riechers, Donald, Chaplain, U. S. Air Force.......... Wisconsin 
Rilling, John W., S.T.M., D.D., 14 EB. 49th St., Minneapolis 9, Minn.............Gi. 1701—Central 
Riley, Loyal T., 4768 N. Cumberland Bivd., Milwaukee 11, Wis............ .. .Bd. 2-6436—Wisconsin 
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_/ Names and Addresses - Telephone Conference 
Roth, David W., 1905 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee 3, Wis... ... We. 3-9141—Wisconsin 


Roth, John D., Chaplain (Major), Sta. Com. Det. 7831, Army Unit TFOD, APO 4} ee 


Roth, Paul H.. D.D., 2827 Girard Ave. N., Minneapolis 11, Minn............... Li. 7693—Central 
Roth. Péal W., D.D., 2625 N. 2nd St.. Milwaukee 12, Wis.............. Co, 4-1617—Wisconsin 
Roth, Samuel H., 111 W. North Water St.. Neenah, Wis........................2-9591—Wisconsin 
1803 N. E. Fillmore, Minneapolis 18, 1172—Central 
Sandness, Trevor, 4744 15th Ave. S., Minneapolis 7, Minn... ...... Lo, 1543—Central 
Schmidt, Karl, 936 S. 6th St. W., Missoula, Western 
Schmidt, Robert C., 702 Dewitt, ‘Portage, 1037-—Wisconsin 
Schnorr, Clarence G., 2812 14th Mich. . 343 1—Wisconsin 
Schulz. John H., 523 Cedar St., Wisconsin Dells, Wis........... .4501—Wisconsin 
Schumell, John H., 419 Stewart, White Bear, ... .Garden 9-0597——Central 
Seebach, Harvey C., 5526 Rockford Rd., Rebbinsdale 22, Minn................. Or. 7-6879—Central 
 Shelbart, Dwight H., 12514 Cherry Ave., Oshkosh, Stanley 5358—Wisconsin 
Shoemaker, W., Ph.D., 2023 Stevens Ave., Minneapolis 4, Minn.......... 7693—-Central 
Sigurgeirson, S. J., 2307 E. Superior St., Duluth Ra. 4-3711—Central 
Stecker, B. J., 33 E. 9th St., Fond du Lac, Wis... 2831—Wisconsin 
Stine, Lester L., 1455 E. Larpenteur, St. Paul 6, Minn... . Wis 9-9574—Central 
Stoffel, Harold N., 209 S. We... .2-5686—Wisconsin 
Streich, Amos G., 3013 N. 53rd St.. Milwaukee 10, Wis... Hi. 5-2696—Wisconsin 
Teske, Myron M., 4828 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 9, Minn...............-...+. Gi. 1701—Central 
Tingley, Arthur R., 200 N. Commercial St., Neenah, Wis......... .2-9591—Wisconsin 
Vavrie, ©.. Ceplain, €2nd Aicborne Div.. Ft. Brags. N. C..........- Wisconsin 


Vavrin, Jerome J., Chaplain Hdgtrs 10th Inf. Div., c/o Division Chaplain, Fr. Riley, Kansas. . . Wisconsin 
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Names and Addresses - Telephone Conference 
Vriesman, Dar., 2201 N. 35th St., Milwaukee 8, Hi. 4-3493—Wisconsin | 
Wertzler, Paul L., D.D., 610 W. 28th St.. Minneapolis 8, Minn. .......... oo . Re. 6101—Central 
Wicklund, Edward R., 934 Mahtomedi Ave., Mahtomedi, Minn........... ....Garden 6-3380—Central 
‘Wicklund, Wilbur E., $.T.M., 4663 Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis 7, Minn. ..... ....... Wisconsin 
‘Wickoren, Wayne H., 2730 E. 31st St, Minneapolis 6, Mina. Pa. 9-8358—Central 
Wilch, Janes, 339 Delafield, Waukesha, Wis............ 8213—Wisconsin 
Williams, William W., 3414 Xerxes Ave. N., Minneapolis 11, Mina. .......... .. Ch, 8624—Central 
Wrigley, Victor K., 1313 S. Wilson Ave., Milwaukee 14, Wis.......... a Su. 2-8701—Wisconsin 
Zaudtke, Lloyd, 1104 N. 5th St. Fargo, N. D.......... 8395—-Western 
Zaudtke, Ronald, Rodriguez 329, Tandil F.C.S., Argentina........... Central 
Zeltin, John, 455 Charles St., St. Paul, Mine. 5-7525—Central 
Zemlick, Warren F., 2865 S. 51st St., Milwaukee 15, Evergreen 3-3254——Wisconsin 
Zinck, A. A., D.D., $.T.D., 2101 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee 3, Wis.......We. 3-9141—Wisconsin 
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HOW YOUR BENEVOLENCE OFFERINGS 
ARE PUT TO WORK IN CHRIST'S KINGDOM 


“This budget is based on an expectancy of $820,000 through the — (ced) 
| of the envelopes in 1956. 


59% through United Lutheran Church in America 
Calendar ot Causes 
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TRINITY CHURCH, APPLETON, WISCONSIN 
MAY 21-23, 1957 
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Minutes of the 


ANNUAL CONVENTION 


English Evangelical Lutheran 


PENTECOST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5226 West Burleigh Street 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN | 


‘THE REV. AMOS G. STREICH 
Pastor Loci 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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Six persons interested in the establishment of a Lutheran Church 
on the northwest. side of Milwaukee, met in the E. Liederbach Meat 
Market on May 19, 1924, and with the help of the late Rev. Wm. C. 
Stump, Field Missionary, organized Pentecost Lutheran Church. The 
late Rev. Nels K. Feddersen assumed charge as the first called Pastor on 
May 1, 1926. The cornerstone of the first unit of the Church was 
laid in 1928 at N. 53rd and W. Burleigh Street. On October 26, 1952, 


a $212,000 addition, comprising an Educational unit and an ‘enlarged 


Church edifice, was dedicated. The congregation has. enjoyed a steady 
growth throughout the years of its existence and its members are a 
benevolent minded group of people. The Rev. A. G. Streich will com- 
plete 25 years of service to the congregation on July 1, 1956. 
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The Rev. Paul H. Roth, D.D. completed 50 years of 
service in the Gospel Ministry this year, and retired from 
his labors as Professor of History at Northwestern Lu- 
theran Theological Seminary. | 
. He was honored at a testimonial dinner of the Seminary 
Alumni Association on the Monday evening preceding the 
66th annual convention. 

Dr. Roth also preached the sermon at the Service of 
Ordination on Wednesday evening, May 16, 1956. His 
sermon is printed on the pages following. 


The Stewardship of the Mysteries | 


“Let a man 0 account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the. 
mysteries of God’’ (I Corinthians 4:1). 


The background and context of these words are familiar. It is that tendency which 
Paul rebukes, constant in the history of the Church, to worship and praise the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is God over all, blessed forevermore. It was a malady 
of the Greek commonwealths that they were always splitting up into bigoted factions, 
idolizing leaders. 

So, in the Corinthian Church, one said I follow Peter; another, I belong to Paul, 
I belong to Apollos; I belong to Christ. It has often been so among ministers, and 
theologians have tended to read and follow and obsequiously obey some theologian, 
some resounding voice of the time, even more than the Lord. 

When I was a young man in the ministry Albrecht Ritschl was the oracle. And 
since then school has “oe school, usually in this country following 20 years aft 
of some German oracle. And what is more it has always been so; there were theological 
rationalists before and after Arianism, and mystics, allegorists, existentialists, form- 
critics, demythologizers and double-talkers, before and after Gnosticism, and will be, 
for the pride of intellect is always with us and always will be. There is nothing so 
naive as intellectual pride which is constantly convincing itself that it has brought 
the thoughts of the Almighty within its own intellectual grasp. Now men say I am 
of Barth, I am of Brunner, I am of Tillich, I am of Niebuhr. Theologian St. Paul 
says he was not crucified for us, and no one was baptized into his name. Scholasticism 
never ceases, but the present one will go on to its own predestined end, to give way 
~ its turn to another phantasm in the endless phantasmagoria of the men who really 

now. 
- §t. Paul says, let a man so account of us not as inspired geniuses, mighty minds 
towering above the poor clods who walk by faith, or little popes of whom there 
have been so many in the Lutheran Church, but as ministers, that is, as slaves of 
Christ, and not owners, but stewards of God’s mysteries. A steward is a trusted man- 
ager and dispenser giving out wisely what is not his own, and that’s what we are. 

There is an old story, coming from long before Christ, of a Greek rhapsodist. 
Rhapsodists used to go about chanting the poems of Homer, which was a sort of 
Bible to the Greeks, to the tones of a harp. Dull as that music seems to us now, it 
shook the hearts of the men who heard it then. They were charmed and entranced 
by it. This was an art men travelled over greater Greece and Greece to perform. There 
was one such young man who had been praised by partial friends for his apparent 
talents, and who was inspired to achieve great place among the bards of his time. And 
so he went into the great auditorium where the masters were accustomed to perform. 
- But when he got there and beheld the great reaches of the hall, and heard how feebly 

his strains rang in that great space, fled from the stage in dismay, his unwarranted 
ambitions forever stilled. He found out to his lasting knowledge that he could never 
take his sags among the masters of the art. 
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It’s a little old story, but there is something universal about it. Into that experi- 
ence everyone of us: must enter. No matter what our desires and ambitions are on 
preaching, theology, art, or any department of human endeavor we shall always find 
some men so far above us that we could never hope to take our place among them. 


_ And they in their turn will be saddened and cast down when they look at those ever- 


lasting, eternal ideals of beauty and good and wisdom that tower high above mortal 
oe When we have come to that point we shall be humble, and our salvation will 
gin. 

We are the stewards, says Paul, of the mysteries of God, not the little things, not 
the details we often think so much of. I think one of the awfulest evidences of orig- 
inal sin is the way in which people can degrade the great religion of Jesus Christ into 
a whole complex of religious fussiness. Lurid examples we see in the righteousness of 
the scribes and Pharisees and in the medieval Church; and how we must thank Luther 
who with his great doctrines taken out of Holy Writ brushed the whole apparatus 
aside so that we are no longer slaves to all sort of punctilios, not stewards of little 
things. Stewards of tremendous things, priest and layman alike. There are no lay- 
men, I use the word only for convenience. Everyone of you here and we who are 
ministers too, are put into this world solely to be stewards of God’s terrific, tremen- — 
dous, deep, precious secrets of revelation and grace. o 

When we think of the kind of things that are put into our hands to dispense, it 
must overawe any man. The secret of God’s being, the great God who is transcendent 
and at the same time immanent. The great God, who is so far from us that no one 
can see Him or touch Him, is yet the same God who contradicts Calvin’ $s saying, 
and does make the finite capacious of the infinite. 

The wonderful mystery of the rule of God in this world, the omnipotent! When 
His Word went out the world sprang into being. He made it, and it is His. And 
while He could with one word obliterate this world and destroy all sin and sorrow 
and suffering in it, and all human beings, He chooses instead of making us automatons 
who praise Him day and night, to make us men, to fight and struggle and agonize. 
That mystery. He chooses to make His Gospel and His will a conflict in this world, 


- which involves humiliation and fear and trouble and shame and defeat, and asks us 


to believe that all the accumulated corruption and evil in this world are going to be 


_ Overcome one day not by arms or by force or by power, but by the might of love. 


That mystery! 

The ineffable grace o of God in love and that act of His in His Son, sending us 
not some prodigy from the sky, sending us a little babe in a: manger, the Word made 
flesh! Translating what we can understand of His Will into language we can under- 
stand, into flesh and blood given us in a sin-writ vocabulary and yet penetrating to 
our hearts and able to change men’s minds and souls! 

To St. Paul the mystery of God meant some great dealing of God long hidden 
but which in God's time sprang to knowledge so that all men might know Him. 
God’s gracious will was not to pick favorites of some little nation, but to open His 
arms wide to the whole race that He had created. That’s a great thing too. God is 


- mo respecter of persons. The great democracy of sin! The great brotherhood of believ- 


ers! The wonderful Person of Christ, that mystery we are stewards of! God and man, 
who can explain it? Who can understand it? Not some weak compromise between God 
and man, not some third creature like a centaur, or half-god and half man, but, as 
we teach even the little children that tremendous thing in the Catechism, true-God, 
true-man, man to the fullest power, God to the fullest power, a blazing paradox that 
no man can take into His mind, yet standing at the very center, the riddle, the torch 
and the wonder and the foundation of our whole holy religion. | 
The terrific mystery of the Cross! God sighing, God hungering, God agonizing, 
God crying out in terrible pain, God bearing the sins of the world, which we think | 
He would only punish. The terrible mystery of sin, the mystery of original sin that 
we think that we don’t commit, but the sin that goes down to the bottom where all 
men are one, and that pollutes us all, and that it racks the very soul of God to 
deliver us from. And the wonderful transfiguring mystery of the new man in Christ 
Jesus, that you and I can come to hate what we loved, and love what we hated. 
That we can actually and literally have a new light in the mind and a new love 
in the heart, and a new bent and direction to the will, that we can become new — 
creatures, that we can become so changed that the only figure for it is a new birth. 
Brethren, these are the ineffable mysteries we are to guard and dispense. What a trust, 


what a commission is that! 
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Do you think that you are capable of making these things live, transmitting 
them so that men when they see you and hear your words, and behold your acts, 
and see your character, will think of the wonder of what God has done for you, and 
what God is and what He can do for all men through you. 

It’s enough to make any man tremble and shrink and I can honestly say that 
_ every time I preach I feel it. Who am I? And what am I? that I can bring these things 
home to the souls of men, not to dim, not to obscure, not to degrade this trust, but 
to show it forth clear-cut and true in its beauty, in its ineffable wonder, its truth. 

As Luther has said in his magnificent, audacious, concrete way, we're all to be 
little Christs, that when we go about among men we are to see in every needy man, 
in every poor little child, even in every hopeless depraved specimen, everyone, the 
pleading face of Christ. And we are so to comport ourselves and so to give forth 
this life that they will all see in us the face of Christ Himself. | 

Well, it’s enough to make any man tremble and falter. But what an honor and a 
glory! We can spoil it, we can mangle it, we can maim the Word of God. The 
Word of God is the only real power in the world. When it has free course, it can 
do anything. But it doesn’t have free course when it comes through petty, inhibited, 
selfish, prideful personalities. 

But, thank God we are not left alone. The blessed Spirit is our constant leader, 
guide, advocate and stay, and through Him that which is impossible has become 
possible. And I am encouraged by these words of Paul when he says that it is required 
of stewards that they be faithful. There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
God does not ask of us the brain or the experience of Paul, or the audacity of Peter, 
or the eloquence of Apollos. He asks that we be faithful. 

We may not be eloquent preachers, we may not be skillful administrators, we may 
not be great ecclesiastical statesmen, we may not have much personal charm. But one 
thing we can all do, we can love, and without that love all the most brilliant gifts 
God has bestowed amount to absolutely nothing. We can be faithful. The longer I 
live, the more I have come to distrust mere brilliance, the man of ingenious para- 
doxes and striking sayings, of literary allusiveness, the man who is all the time trying 
to tranfix you with wonder and carry you on the wings of his eloquence. I don’t 
care for him. 

Give me the man who is faithful, reliable, whom we can count on, who in humble 
trust in God tries to do His will through the power given him; He is the true stew- 
ard. He is no little person, he is made in God’s image, the Son of God ennobled him 
beyond words by giving His life for Him, and to him is the ineffable gift of being 
the steward and dispenser of the mysteries of God. 

And so now we are sending you out as ordained men to people who have called 
you to have them in your spiritual care. They are your stewardship. As stewards you © 
are responsible for ministering to them the Word of God. 

The steward, as faithful, must dispense what has been given him to dispense, not 

something else. It is not the doubts, speculations, criticism, the bright thoughts that 
have come to you during the week and your view of them. It is not entertainment 
we are driving at. It is the Word of God we dispense—the Word of repentance, faith, 
life and salvation—triumphant love. 
When we consult an M.D. we want the right diagnosis and the right medicine. 
That he has pleasing manners and personal charm is not relevant. This is a serious 
business. We want no pleasant nostrum to deaden and beguile, no so-called positive 
thinking or peace of mind such as is peddled today. It’s not aspirin we're giving out, — 
it’s salvation. 

You are ordained ministers of the Lutheran Church. You have a noble ancestry 
to which the whole world is in debt. The Confessions of our Church express the 
age-tried experience of the Church. They are based on and express the Word. You have — 
studied them and made them your own. They state the message you are to disburse 
as stewards. 

If ever doubts arise, and after time and prayer they do not disappear, you may 
change your allegiance. There is no ban, inquisition or fiery stake. From these under 
God Martin Luther delivered us. But so long as you are Lutheran ministers you will 
in plain common honesty preach according to the Confessions you have accepted 
and under which you are ordained. They are not shackles but liberators. 

And you will find scope in them for all your gifts of mind, heart and soul. For 
all the breadth of God's revelation is there, and heights and depths that transcend all 
human reach. | 

It is not often that one at the end of a half century in the ministry has oppor- 
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tunity to speak to young man just beginning. My heart goes out to you. A thou- 
sand memories of my own beginning rise in memory; the hopes and fears, the trepida- 
tions and triumphs; all the temptations of youth and ambition. The world, the flesh 


_ and the devil assail you as they do other men. It has pleased God to make His Gospel 
a conflict in this world. Not only with the evil without, but the evil within one’s 


own soul. St. Paul felt it. Luther felt it. You will feel it. 

And there is no word of man to help you. But there is a Word. And that is why 
you have entered the ministry. And what does God say? He says, Lo, I am with you. 

- And, my young brethren, that is enough. God is in all this welter of sin, con- 
fusion and decay of this terrible age. That’s what faith means, to believe this; and 
that’s something that lies far beyond our feeble definitions. God is with us. No pang 
of men so sharp that He doesn’t feel a sharper; no utter loneliness of soul that He 
has not surpassed in solitary bitterness; no burden so heavy that He hasn't taken 
upon Him a heavier one; no atrocity borne so base and brutal that He has not sur- 
passed it with the endless and bottomless atrocity of the Cross. 

Now, tell me what more can we ask of God than that He is enduring with us? 
What more can we ask of love? Yes, and what more for hope of victory? 

No matter then what is or what will be for the moment. He is on our side. 

Praise be to God who giveth us the victory, St. Paul could cry. If God be for us, 


who can be against us? And so now at the end let us commend ourselves again to 


Him, to God reconciled through Jesus Christ our Lord; and you, my brethren, as — 


you go to serve your people as stewards of the lifegiving mysteries of God. 
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DIRECTORY OF SYNOD 
| President 
The Reverend Paul E. Bishop, D.D., 2310 Stevens Aveane, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 
Secretary 
The Reverend George 3045 Texas Avenue, 26, Minn. 
| Treasurer 
Mr. W. O. Helwig, 2544 North 30th Street, Milwaukee 10, Wis. 
| Stewardship Secretary 
The Reverend George B. McCreary, D.D., 2310 Stevens Avenue, Diiicinacs 4, Minn. 
Parish Education Secretary 


The Reverend Clarence B. Lund, 2310 Stevens Avenue, Minampolis 4, Minn. 


Synodical Missionaries 
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CONFERENCEES 
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Wis. 
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Western 
President: The Reverend F. J. Clark, 126 S. Sixth Street, Livingston, Mont. 
Vice President: The Reverend Lloyd Zaudtke, 1104 N. 5th Street, Fargo, N. D. 
Secretary: The Reverend Eugene Hasselquist, 317 13th Street, Great Falls, Mont. 
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The presidents of the Conferences. 
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_ Judge Ronold Drechsler, 2828 N. 73rd Street, Milwaukee 10, Wis. 
Mr. Theodore Livingston, Mont. 
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The Reverend A. A. Zinck, D.D., Chairman The Reverend J.P. Shannon 
The Reverend J. W. Rilling, D.D. The Reverend B. J. Stecker 
; The Reverend J. F. Marlatte, D.D. 
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Constitution 


The Reverend F. A. Marks, Chairman The Reverend K. W. Brockhaus 
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Budget 
The Reverend G. B. McCreary, D.D. 


Mr. Theodore Stump The Reverend H. T. Rasmussen, D.D. 


Statistician 
The Reverend Skuli Sigurgeirson 
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_ The Reverend Paul L. Roth 


Necrologist | 
The Reverend W. H. Clement 
Archivist 
The Reverend W. H. Cooper 
Liturgical 


The Reverend Robert Girod, Chilis: The Reverend Brace G. Kloes 
The Reverend L. L. Stine : 


Exhibit 


The Reverend James ‘Walch. Chairman | The Reverend Charles Lubn 
| The Reverend David Roth 


Social Missions 


The Reverend Fine Hansen, Chairman The Reverend Robert F. Kugler 


The Reverend Carl Oslund - The Reverend Wilbur C. Currens 
7 | Mr. Stanton Olson 


Foreign Missions 


The Reverend L. G. Cloninger, Chairman The Reverend W. E. Wicklund 
The Reverend Lloyd Zaudtke Mrs. W. S. Chandler 
: Mrs. Carl Fagerlin 


- Students in Non-Lutheran Schools 
The Reverend R. R. Doering, Chairman The Reverend Jerome C. Jackson 


The Reverend Louis E. Ulrich The Reverend E. A. a 
Students for the Ministry __ 
The Reverend —_ Mints Chairman The Reverend C. F. Burmeister 


The Reverend C. B. Lund © ~The Reverend Robert Jacobson 
| Mr. Carl J. Gustafson 


Ministerial Pensions 


C. J. Clement. Chairman ‘The Reverend D. A. Myers. 


The Reverend A. B. Midland 


Transportation Secretary 
The Reverend P. L. Wetzler, D.D. 


Student Secretary for Census 
Martin Crusell 
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MINUTES 
of the Sixty-Sixth Annual Convention — 


The sixty-sixth annual convention of the English Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synod of the Northwest was held in Pentecost English Lutheran 
Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the Rev. Amos G. Streich, pastor, be- 
ginning with the service of Holy Communion on Tuesday morning, 
May 15, 1956, at 9:30 o'clock. A 


President Paul E. Bishop preached the sermon, “The Significance of 
Stewardship,’ using Psalm 100 as his text. 


The Rev. George L. Lundquist conducted the confessional service. 
‘The Rev. Amos G. Streich, the Rev. Theodore S. Rees, the Rev. Forrest 
J. Clark, and the Rev. C. James Clement assisted with the service of 


the Holy Communion. 


President Bishop formally opened the convention according to the 
prescribed order at 11:15 a.m. 


The Rev. Amos G. Streich, pastor of the host church, extended his 
and the congregation's greetings. 


The President recognized visitors and declared that they would be 
given a voice, should they so desire. 


Secretary Lundquist read letters and telegrams of greeting from the 
: | Pacific Synod, the Sy of West Virginia and the Rev. J. E. Fedders, 
_ _ D.D., retired. On m6tion the secretary was instructed to send fraternal 
| greetings to sister synods who are meeting simultaneously. 


Pastor Karlton W. Wagner sieeaiel the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


Your committee on Credentials reports that 115 lay delegates are present and have 
been registered and that 146 pastors have registered their attendance at this convention. 


These figures indicate that a quorum is present. 


Rethictfully submitted, 
(Signed) KARLTON W. WAGNER, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 


- 


af 
4 
ot 
% | 
ties 
* 
> 
2 
= 
tr 
vty} 
‘ 
aq 
| 
| 
AB 
4 
veg 
| 
= 
a 
Is 
te ~ 
Sots 
AS 


ice. 


Gaenslen, Richard A. 


ROLL OF SYNOD 
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Anderson, John W.* ............ . .(1954]1954] | Missionary, Liberia 
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Barber, Charles 90066660060 468068 in Setzer 
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| 
Bishop, Paul E., D.D. ...........}1920)1931l|Walter O. Helwig 
Breest, Christian T. .............-+|1930)1930/Mrs. Irving G. Fackler 
Brockhaus, Karl W. ............-|1941/1941/J. C. Schroeder 
Campbell, Archie N.* ....... 
Clark, Forrest J. 


eee 


Clement, Welter Kenneth Mehaffey 
Cloninger, L. Glenn ...... «+ Hamm 

Currens, Wilbur C. ....... 194211954] 

Day, Edward A, 1952/1952) Ferd Erickson 

Dion, Wm. S. IMLIDTWilliam Hall 

Dressler, Jonas H., D.D. .........)1916)191 
ses 1954/1954 . Julius Ebe** 
Dzirnis, John A. ..... .|1939]1951| 

1928/1941 
Erickson, B.% 1945/1945 

Fedders, John F., D.D.* 1911'1912 

Frank, Alfred O., D.D. ..........|1923|1946iClarence E. Eklund 

Franke, Merle G. .......s.. [1948] 1 Smith 

Furney, Michael D. ohn Rausch 
Gable, William H., D.D. ........|1905|/1905iMrs. Wm. H. Gable 


.|1945)1945 

Gallup, Wesley 1952 Arvid Lillquist 
G. Wik. Willard Schueffner 
Gerberding, Geo. H. .............|1944/1944/E. R. Berstrom 


Gerberding, John H. ...........-| 1948/1948 
Gerberding, Milo W. ............|1953/1953|]Frank B. Cliff 
Gerberding, R. H., D.D.* 1915/1922 
Girod, Robert Ww. 1944/1944/Walter Kruse 
Graf, Paul L., D.D. ............-|/1940)1940|Mrs. Martin Crusell 
Grant, Chas. L., D.D.** ..........{/1914)/1914)A. W. Kochsick 
Gruhn, Harold | 
Gustafson, Donald** ..... ee Still** 
Haker, ++ A. Merrill 


Hansen, Rodney V. ...........+.-|1945/1945/Ivan Johnson 


 Hasselquist, Eugene Feiden 


Heglund, Franklin C. Urban 


Hurst, Kenneth A., D.D.*.. Lelio E. Roberts 
Jackson, Jerome C. ............../1951/1951/Donald Boyd 


Reformation, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Calvary, Edina, Minn. 

United Temp. Movement 
Martin Luther, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Bethichem, Billings, Mont. 

Mt. Zion, Wauwatosa, Wis. 
King of Glory, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Faith, South Beloit, Ill. 


_|Prof., Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Atonement, Beloit, Wis. 
President and Treasurer of Synod 
St. Peter’s, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Advent, Cedarburg, Wis. 

St. James, Marinette, Wis. 

St. John’s, Fargo, N. D. 

Holy Trinity, St. Paul, Minn. 
|Retired, Minneapolis, Minn. 
\Redeemer, Livingston, Mont. 


_|Faith, Walworth, Wis. 


Faith, Winona, Minn. 

St. Luke’s, Waukesha, Wis. 

Prof., Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Luth. Welfare Soc. of Minn. 
Ascension, St. Paul 

Rocky Boy Indian Mission 

Hope, Minneapolis, Minn. 

First, Platteville, Wis. 
Mt. Olivet, Minot, N. D. 
Fox Point, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Salem, Albert Lea, Minn. 

Prof., Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Zumbrota-Goodhue, Minn. 
Bagley-Cassville, Wis. — 

Disabled 

First English, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Pie 
Secular Work 

|Missionary, Malaya 

St. John’s, Mound, Minn. 

Retired, Maitland, Fla. 


|United Luth., Butte, Mont. 


Zion, Horicon, Wis. 

Bethel, Poynette, Wis. 

Reformation, St. Paul, Minn. 
Bethlehem, Durham, Wis. 

St. Paul's, Hopkins, Minn. 

‘Luther Memorial, Madison, Wis. | 
Valley of Peace, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Holy Trinity, Tabor, Minn. 
Reformation, Calhoun, Wis. 
Epiphany, Milwaukee, Wis. 

First United, Sheboygan, Wis. 
Grace, Deephaven, Minn. 

Secular Work | 

Cross of Christ, St. Louis Park, Minn. 
Board of American Missions 
Polar-Pearson, Wis. 

Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, apne. 
Faith, St. Paul, Minn. 

Trinity, West Bend, Wis. 
Redeemer, S. Side, Milwaukee, Wis. 
St. Mark’s, Fargo, N. D. 

First, West Allis, Wis. 

Luth. Welfare Society, Wis. 

St. Paul’s, Red Wing, Minn. 

St. John’s, Great Falls, Mont. 

St. Timothy, Menasha, Wis. 

No Parish, Kenosha, Wis. 3 
St. Paul, Baraboo, Wis. | 

Whitnall Park, Hales Corners, Wis. 


Parish, Milwaukee. Wis. 


Holy Communion, Racine, Wis. 
Calvary, Two Rivers, Wis. 
[Our Saviour, Appleton, Wis. 


*Excused from all sessions. 


**Excused from one or more sessions, 


ikee | 1956 9 
ran | | 
be- 
ng, 
est 
of 
he | —— 
is | 
be 
he 
al 


‘Kalbo, Dewaine 


Lindemann, Gordon 


10 


Milwaukee 


PASTORS 


Ordained Synod 


En 


tered 
DELEGATES 


PARISHES 


Jacobson, J. 


Jacobson, Robert C. 
Jenkins, Alvin E. 
Jensen, Dorrance N. 
Johnson, Hilbert 
Kaatrud, Paul G. 
Kindem, Ingolf B. 
Kipps, C. A. 
Kloese, Bruce G. 
Knox, Howard** ... 
Koehler, George C. . 
Koester, Chas. 


Kraemer, I. R. 
Kugler, Robert F. 
Langrock, Karl 
Law, Robert M.* 
Lee, A. P.* 
Lewis, Paul 


Ludwig, Frederick R.* 
Luhn, Charles ...... 
Lund, Clarence B. 

Lundquist, Geo. L. . 
Malin, A. W. 


Woodrow ... 
Jacobson, Luther H.** . 


Marker, Edwin F.* ....... 


Marks, Frederik A. 


Martin, Arno D. 
Mattes, Jarvie 


ee 


McCreary, Geo. B., D. 
Metzker, John G.** 


D. 


Metaker, John 


Miller, Jerome 
Moede, Arnold P.* 


Moeller, Geo. E.* ..... q sewed 
Moerke, E. L. 

ves 


Motz-kus, Herbert J. 
Myers, Donovan A. 
Nelson, James .. 


Nelson, Waldemar H. 


Nerenz, Kenneth L. 
Neuhardt, Emil 
Niebling, Wm. 


Ohnstad, Michas M. 
Opem, P. Frederick 
Cari .... 
Overdier, Geo. M. . 
Pauling, Chandler F. 
Peterson, Gerald R. 
Peterson, Harold E. 
Peterson, John E. 

Primley, James W. 


eeee ee 


Puls, Charles A., D.D. .. 


Rabe, Erling w. 
Ramsey, Jos. M. 


Rasmussen, Harold T.. 


Raun, James f., Ph.D. 
Reed, R. Bertram 
Rees, Theodore S. 
Reinke, Frederick W. 
Rex, Harrison C. 
Rice, Howard A. 
Riechers, Donald 


Rilling, John W., D.D. . 


1956] 1956 


ee 


1939] 
[1955) 
.]1955 


1955 


1954 
1953 
1945 
1918 
1953 


1921 
1955 
1955 
1928 


1955 
1952 
1911 
194] 


1933 


1939|June Rickard 
1955/Otto Voeks 
1955|Frank Goeson 
1955/Oscar Fethke 
1931|\Wm. Geary 
1954/Roy Kuehn** 
1953|Mrs. Al Stauss 
1945/Orville A. Muenster 
1918) 
1953\Scott Olsen** - 


1955/1955|Kenneth Gausmann 


1945 

1955 

1955 

1928|Mrs. Ervin A. Dupke 
1951|Raymond Lundberg 
1955}Joseph Hoffman 

1952 

1922 

1941 


11949] 1949] August Carlson 


1953 
1955 
1954 
1949 
1953 
1919 
1951 


John Jouno 
S. F. Wilch 


Jess A. March 
O. T. Olson 


Mrs. Harold Steuerwald 
1920/Clifford H. Peterson 
1945iRay Blank 

1955|Rudy Silberschmidt** 
1931 Jack Koval 

1954!Frank Geer** 
1940/Melvin B. Kohorn 


1931]1946lJohn Koran 
I 1950 

1932/1948 

1914/1940 

1942/1942 
1953/1953/Orville Sauer 
1926) 1936ijames P. Sanger 
1952/1952 

1955|1955|john Harper 


195] 
1926 
1942 
11917 


1953\Edward A. Thomis 
1955/Thor Groseth 


1921 Boyd Nelson 
Henry Burmeister 


1953\Harvey Emmer** 
1948iRussell Oliver 
1942/ William Stanke 
1956 


1956 


niel Staab** 
1940'Wm. Poenichen 
1942/B. A. Mosling 
11918 


«11934119341 Dr. L. A. Schoenleben 


.}1920 
. 11936 


984 
1948 


| 1955 


1939 
1956/George Plagman 
J. Berends 


H. Wyss 


1948 


1955 


1930/1946/Fred C. Mueller 
1929|1946|Robert H. Allen 


. 11913}1913 


|1943}1943 


Riley, Loyal T. ..... 

Roth, David W. Hite 

Roth, Paul W., D.D. 


Sandgren, Ralph C. 
Sandness, Trevor 


1953}1 
. .|1947 


11906 


Posthumus 


J. Drajeske 
11947|Carl Gilbert 


oe Kenosha, Wis. 
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Faith, Walters, Minn. 

Bethel, Muskego, Wis. 

St. John’s, Lakeville, Minn. 
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St. Mark’s, Grand Forks, N. D. 

St. John’s, Phillips, Wis. 

St. Mark’s, Minneapolis, Minn. 
\Crosslake-Swanburg, Minn. 

St. Luke’s, Oxboro, Minn. 

Chaplain, Army 

Holy Communion, Minneapolis, Minn. 
lLuther Memorial, Madison, Wis. 

St. John’s, Oshkosh, Wis. 

INo Parish, East Aurora, N. Y. 
Richfield, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Prof., Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn, — 
Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis, Minn. 

St. Mark’s, N. St. Paul, Minn. 

Our Saviour’s, Fond du Lac. Wis. 
St. Peter's, Janesville, Wis. 

St. Matthew's, Madison, Wis. 
Chaplain, Air Force | 

St. John’s, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Bay Shore, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Retired, Beloit, Wis. 

Redeemer, Milwaukee, Wis. 
IChaplain, Army 

|Prof., Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn. 
ITrinity, Kenosha, Wis. 

Retired, Milwaukee, Wis. 

ISt. Paul’s, Neenah, Wis. 

\Mission Organizer, Billings, Mont. 


_|Epiphany, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Parish Education Sec’y., Minneapolis, Minn. 


*Excused from all sessions. 


**Excused from one or more sessions. 
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Entered; 
‘PASTORS _ Ordained Synod DELEGATES . PARISHES 
«++ Karl Schmidt |Prince of Peace, Missoula, Mont. 
Schaphit, 1945/1954/Henry Noble St. John’s, Elkhorn, Wis. 
Schneider, Donald P. ............|1956|1956} 7 Mission Organizer, B.A.M., Sepulveda, Cal. 
Schnorr, Clarence G. 1950)1954/Clarence Vocke Emanuel, Menominee, Mich. 
Schulz, John H. ...........+++++-|1952)1952|Mrs. John H. Schulz Bethany, Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 
| Minneapolis, Minn. | 
| | Dobbins** First, Billings, Mont. 
Shelhart, Dwight H., D.D. ....... 1926|1926/Charles Creuziger** © (Mt. Pleasant, Racine, Wis. | 
| Shoemaker, Bryce W., Ph.D. ....|1954)1954/Ralph Stirratt ‘Lake of Isles, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Sis, 1947|1947|F. Pearson |Holy Trinity, Superior, Wis. 
Skow, Ellsworth D. .............{/1955/1955|Lester Frank St. Luke’s, Waukesha, Wis. 
Snodgrass, Melvin E. 1955/1955 Darlington-Mineral Point, Wis. 
1918/Ervin Lerch Our Saviour’s, Fond du Lac, Wis. 
Stilwell, Arnold B., ‘Jr. «+ |1955] 1955) Chaplain, Air Force 
Stine, Lester I Lester Stine Our Redeemer, St. Paul, Minn. 
Stoffel, Harold N. Solie jHoly Trinity, La Crosse, Wis. 
Sereich, Amos G. Zempel _ }|Pentecost, Milwaukee, Wis. 
linn. Tingley, Arthur R. C. Loehning** Paul’s, Neenah, Wis. 
| 11949) 1949 Student Pastor, Grand Forks, N. D. 
Vavrin, Jerome J.* ..... 1952/1952; Chaplain, Army 
Vriesman, Dar** .......... Korbel Reformation, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Wagner, Karlton W. ...........-|1950/1951|Dr. Henry Twelmeyer [|St. Matthew's, Wauwatosa, Wis. 
Wandersee, Donald F.. ..... «+++-|1956/1956| Walter F. Jordan Waterloo-Marshall, Wis. 
Wasgatt, David P. .........++++-|1954/1954| | St. John’s, Dresden, N. D. 
a Weeden, Robert D. .........+++--|1954)1954|Mrs. Marvin Wright Holy Trinity, West Allis, Wis. 
: West, Donald B. ...........++--+|1956)1956/Albert Nelson Glenburn, Lansford, Eckman, N. D. 
n. ’ Wetzler, Paul L., D.D. ..........}1919}1923/Richard England Salem, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Wicklund, Edward R. .........:... 11917|1917|Mrs. Edw. Wicklund (St. Andrew’s, Mahtomedi, Minn. 
Wicklund, Wilbur E. La Sage iRedemption, Milwaukee, Wis.: 
Wickoren, Wayne H. .........+~-+|1953/1953/Elmer Scheuerman Holy Trinity, Minneapolis 
Wilch, James 1954/1954 Arthur Kant St. Mark's, Waukesha, Wis. 
Williams, William W. ............|/I9S2|/1952)A. E. Priebe St. Mark’s, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Zaudtke, Lloyd** ...........++++++|1948/1948'Charles Bjoland St. Mark’s, Fargo, N. D. 
Zaudtke, Ronald* ..... 11954 1954! Missionary, Argentina 
1945|Robert E. Robertson** j|jJackson Park, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Zinck, A. Aw DiD. 1927 Gerald Miller Redeemer, Milwaukee, Wis. 
: St. John's, Bathgate, N. Dak. 
Miss Patricia Isakson St. James’, Columbus, Mont. 
Holy Trinity, Holdingford, Minn. 
R. Holmquist Trinity, Long Lake, Minn. 
Thad. F. Bellinger - |Gethsemane, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Bethlehem, Portage, Wis. 
St. James’, Savage, Minn. 
St. John’s, Stacy, Minn. Se 


*Excused from all sessions. **Excused from one or more sessions. 
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REPORT OF THE LITURGICAL COMMITTEE 


Your committee reports that the following arrangements for the synodical convention 
were made. 


For Devotional Services: _ 
Tuesday afternoon—The Rev. Robert Jacobson © 
Psalm 46; Isaiah 52:7-10; Hymns 276 and 224 
Wednesday morning—The Rev. James Nelson 
Psalm 47; Matthew 4:18-22: Hymns 259 and 260 
Thursday morning—The Rev. Howard Knox | 
Psalm 72; Mark 13:9-13; Hymns 293 and 383 
Thursday afternoon—The Rev. Charles Koester 
Psalm 96; II Timothy 4:1-5; Hymns 207 and 231 
The Rev. Paul Kaatrud will be organist for the services of Tuesday : afternoon, Wed- 


nesday morning and afternoon. | 
The Rev. Clarence Lund will be organist for the services of Thursday morning 


and afternoon. 


Closing Prayers: 


Tuesday afternoon—The Rev. Harold Gruhn 
Wednesday morning—The Rev. Samuel Roth 
Wednesday afternoon—The Rev. Richard Gaenslen 
Thursday morning—The Rev. Lloyd Zaudtke 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT W. GIROD, chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 
The president presented the printed program and requested that the election of the 


president and the president's report be made a special order immediately following the | 
_ afternoon devotions. On motion the program as printed with this.change was adopted. 


Secretary Lundquist presented the minutes of the special convention, held January 
26, 1956, which, on motion were pepe oo mifiutes are printed at the end 


of this volume, pages 108 to 122.) - 


ae ix. Kraemer presented the 


OF COMMITTEE ON RECEPTION 
-OF CONGREGATIONS 


The Committee on Reception of Congregations begs leave to submit the following 

ort: 
ile: received application for admittance into Synod from Mt. Pleasant Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Racine, Wisconsin. 

This congregation formally came into being on Sunday, April 29, 1956, with 415 © 
charter confirmed members and 667 baptized members. The congregation was formed | 
out of the Mt. Pleasant Branch of Atonement Evangelical Lutheran Church of Racine. 
It was organized under the guidance and direction of Synodical Missionary, the Rev. 
Dwight H. Shelhart. 

This congregation has adopted the model constitution and by-laws for congrega- 
tions as recommended and approved by The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
the Northwest, and we recommend that it be received into the Synod and that its 
representative be seated as delegate of this convention. 

We received application for admittance into Synod from the King of Glory English 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 4550 South 76th Street, Town of Greenfield, Milwaukee | 


County, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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This congregation formally came into being on Salen. April 15, 1956, with 78 
charter confirmed members and 141 baptized members under the direction of Synodical 


_Missionary, the Rev. Robert L. Bartsch. 


This congregation has adopted the model constitution and by-laws toe congrega- 
tions as recommended and approved by The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
the Northwest, and we recommend that it be received into the Synod and that its rep- 
resentative be seated as delegate of this convention. i 

We received application for admittance into Synod from Valley of Peace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Golden Valley, Minnesota. 

This congregation came into being on Sunday hdc 19, 1956, with 98 charter 
confirmed members and 200 baptized members under the direction of Synodical Mis- 
sion Developer, the Rev. Michael D. Furney. 

This congregation in general has adopted the model constitution and by-laws for 
congregations as recommended and approved by The English Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of the Northwest, and we recommend that it be received into the Synod.and 


that its representative be seated as delegate of this convention: 


That Article IV, Of the Pastor, be amended to read as pieitribed in the model 
constitution for congregations recommended by the Synod, and that Section 1, Article 
VI, Of the Officers, be amended to read as prescribed in the by-laws of the model 
constitution for congregations recommended by the Synod. | 

We received application for admittance into Synod from St. “Paul’s Evangelical 


Lutheran Church, Lake Street Extension and Baker Road, Minnetonka Township, 


Minnesota. 
This congregation formally came into being on Sunday, April 22, 1956, with 
92 charter confirmed members and 174 baptized members. under the direction of 


Synodical Missionary, the Rev. Merle G. Franke. 


This congregation has adopted the model constitution aa by-laws for congrega- 
tions as recommended and approved by The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of . 
the Northwest with but one minor change concerning the Church Council meeting 


date. We recommend that it be received into Synod and that its representative be 


seated as delegate of this convention. | 
We received application for admittance into Synod from Prince of Peace Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of Missoula, Montana. 3 
This congregation came into being on Sunday, May 6, 1956, with 56 charter con- 
firmed members and 96 baptized members, under the direction of Synodical Mission 
Developer, Karl A. Schmidt. 
This congregation has adopted the model constitution and by-laws for congrega- 
tions as recommended and approved by Thé English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
the Northwest, and we recommend that it be received into the Synod and that its rep- 


resentative be seated as delegate of this convention. 


We received the following request and information from a group of people being 
gathered by Synodical Mission Developer, the Rev. Howard Rice: 

“At the organization business meeting of people on the east side of Madison, Wis- 
consin, who are interested in establishing a new congregation under the sponsorship 
of the Synod of the Northwest, the meeting being held on May 1, 1956, the follow- 
ing resolutions were adopted: 

‘* ‘Be it resolved that we adopt the Constitution and By-Laws for congregations 


as recommended and approved by the English Evangelical. Lutheran Synod of 2 EY 


Northwest, as presented to this congregation and to be written into the parish register 
of the congregation, choosing and adopting the name of St. Matthew's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Madison, Wisconsin.’ | ‘ 

‘Be it resolved that the organizer of this congregation and the secretary pro tem> 
petition the Committee on Reception of Congregations of the Synod that they present - 
our application for membership as a constituent congregation of the Synod of the 
Northwest at its 1956 convention, requesting that our membership become effective 
on our date of organization, June 17, 1956.’ 

“We enclose a copy of the model constitution as it was adopted by group at the 
meeting on May 1, 1956. 
“Our congregation will come into existence on June 17, 1956, with seventy - -five 


to eighty-five confirmed members and 125 to 135 baptized members. 


“We are grateful to all of the congregations of the synod, because our coming into 
being as a SOREENER is due to the benevolent giving of all of their members. We 


q 
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pray that we may become, in turn, helpful members of the Synod of the Northwest. 
“In our Lord’s Name, | 
ST. MATTHEW’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH > 
OF MADISON, WIS. 
Howard Rice, Mission Developer 
: Kyle Albright, Secretary pro tem.’ 
This group has adopted the model constitution and by-laws for congregations as 
recommended and approved by The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the North- 
west, and we recommend that this group be received into Synod as a congregation im- 


mediately upon the date of its formal organization. 
Respectfully submitted, 


| (Signed) I. R. KRAEMER, Chairman 
(Signed) DWIGHT H. SHELHART | 
(Signed) C. W. FAGERLIN | 


On motions, each of the recommendations in the ‘Teport was 
adopte | 
President Bishop introduced the organizers of these six mission 
congregations and their lay delegates. On motion the privilege of the 
floor was extended to Mr. Richard Schultz, representing the congrega- 
tion in the process of organization at St. Matthew's, Madison. : 
Pastor Paul L. Graf introduced the Rev. ‘Samuel E. Kidd, steward- 


_ ship secretary of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 


Dr. A. A. Zinck requested that Pastor John Shannon present the 
REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 


The committee met at Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary, ony By 
Friday, May 4, 1956, at 9:00 a.m., with the following members present: 


_Zinck, chairman; Rev. John P. Shannon, secretary; Dr. J. F. Marlatte; Dr. J. W. 


Rilling; Rev. B. J. Stecker. The following candidates for ordination and applicants 
for admission into the Synod were interviewed: 

1. Roy. Victor Dorn, member of Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, graduate - (BA) of 
Augsburg College and Northwestern Seminary (BD), called to be pastor by Mount 
Olivet Lutheran Church, Minot, N. D. | 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. , 

2. Carl Lloyd Ipsen, member Holy Communion. Racine, Wisconsin, graduate of 
Carthage College (BA) and Northwestern Seminary (BD), has not received a Call. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained —— the receipt and acceptance 
of a call within a year. 

3. Keith William Beaver, member Pentecost, Milwaeliié;: graduate of Wartburg 
College (BA) and Northwestern Seminary (BD), has not received a Call. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained upon the receipt and acceptance 
of a call within a year. 

4. Chandler Freemont Pauling, member Faith St. Paul, graduate of University of 
Minnesota (BA) and Northwestern Seminary (BD), called to be assistant pastor 
by St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. 


5. Michas Monroe Ohnstad, member Lake of the Isles, Siindatia. graduate of 


Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois (BA), and Northwestern Seminary (BD), 


called to be pastor by the Board of American Missions, to organize a congregation 
at Spryfield, Halifax, Nova Scotia. ft 
The committee recommends that he be ordained. 


6. Frederick William Reinke, member Epiphany, Minneapolis, graduate of Dana 
College (BA) and Northwestern Seminary (BD), has not ng a Call. 
The committee recommends that he be ordained upon the receipt and acceptance 


of a call within a year. 
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John Edward H. Peterson member Salem, Minneapolis, of 


of Minnesota (BA) and Northwestern Seminary (BD), has. not received a Call. 


The committee recommends that he be ordained upon the receipt and acceptance 


of a call within a year. 


8. Gerald Rodney Peterson, member of Hope, Minneapolis, graduate of Gestavus | 


_ Adolphus College (BA) and Northwestern Seminary (Certificate of Graduation), called 
to be pastor by Cross Lake-Swanburg Lutheran Parish, Minnesota. 


‘The committee recommends that he be ordained. | 
9. Donald Paul Schneider. member St. Matthew‘s; Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, grad- 


-yate of Carthage College (BA) and Northwestern Seminary (BD), called to be pastor 


by the Board of American Missions, as a Board Missionary, to serve ‘at Sepulveda, 


California. 
The committee recommends that he be ordained. 


10. Donald Frederick Wandersee, member of St. Petri (ALC) Rtiiecanoule erad- 


uate of Waverly College,.lowa (BA), and Northwestern Seminary (BD) called to be 
pastor by Waterloo-Marshall Lutheran Parish, Wisconsin. 


The committee recommends that he be ordained. 


11. Harold Edward Kolsky, member Holy Trinity, La Crosse, Wisconsia, attended 
Carthage College and Northwestern Seminary, has not received a Call. 
The committee recommends that he complete his Seminary studies and that he be 


- ordained upon the receipt and acceptance of a call within a year. 


12. Donald Benjamin West, member of Redeemer, Minneapolis, attended Uiiocx- 
sity of Minnesota and Augsburg College and will graduate this year from North- 
western Seminary, called to be pastor by Glenburn Lutheran Parish, N. D. 

The committee recommends that he be ordained. i 

13. Michael Dell Furney, called to be pastor by Valley of Peace Lutheran Church, 
Minneapolis, comes with a Letter of Honorable Dismissal from the Rocky Mountain - 


The committee recommends that he be received. 

14. The committee received a request from Victor K. Water that jhe might appear 
before the committee as necessary procedure for reinstatement. A meeting was scheduled . 
at Pentecost, Milwaukee, at 3: 30 p-m., May.14, to meet with Mr. Wrigley, and notice 
sent to him to this effect. 

The Examining Committee met at 3:30 p.m. Monday, May 14 1956. in Pente- 
cost Church, Milwaukee. Committee present: Dr. A. A. Zinck, Chairman; J. F. Mar- 
latte, B. J. Stecker, John W. Rilling, John P. Shannon. 

The Rev. Dr. Walter H. Beck, called to be pastor by Faith Lutheran Church, South 
Beloit, Illinois, comes with a Letter of Honorable Dismissal from the Texas re 

The committee recommends that he be received. 

The committee met again at 1:25 p.m., May 15 at Pentecost. 

The Rev. Robert Bertram Reed, called to be pastor by Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis, 
comes with a Letter of Honorable Dismissal from the Pacific Synod. 

The committee recommends that he be received. | 

Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) A. A. ZINCK 
(Signed) JOHN P. SHANNON 
ce (Signed) B. J. STECKER 
(Signed) W. RILLING 
| | (Signed) J F. MARLATTE 


The President votinteeséd the information that Carl Lloyd Ipsen 
had accepted a.call to Calvary Lutheran Church, Two Rivers, Wiscon- 


sin; that Frederick William Reinke had accepted a call to be assistant 


pastor at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; 
and that John Edward H. Peterson had accepted a call to serve in the 


-chaplaincy of the U.S. Army. 


On separate motions, each of the foregoing recommendations was 


adopted. 
The President introduced those of the candidates for ordination who 


were present at this session. 
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At a later time, the same day, Pastor John P. Shannon presented 
the 


Supplemental Report of the Examining Committee 


In response to a, request from Mr. Victor Wrigley that he be reinstated as a pastor 
of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest, meeting with the Ex- 
amining Committee was held in Pentecost Evangelical Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, 
on May 14, 1956. a 

Mr. Wrigley frankly acknowledged to the committee that during the investigation © 


and trial he had shown a degree of arrogance and had manifested poor judgment for 


which he offered his apologies. He stated further to the committee that during and 
since the controversy there had been growth and development in his Christian faith. 
With this understanding the five charges of deviation from doctrine filed against 


him and sustained by a trial committee and finally confirmed by Synod at the special 


meeting in January, 1956, were reviewed. The Examining Committee observed with 


Satisfaction his reapproach to the Lutheran faith as held by the English Evangelical 


Lutheran Synod of the Northwest and saw evidences of several areas of agreement. 

The committee, however, agrees that all of these differences are not properly and — 
clearly reconciled, notably his views of the objective authority of the Scriptures. the 
virgin birth and the physical resurrection of Christ. It is the hope of the committee 
that further study and consultation may bring this about. 

The ree ahaa therefore recommends that his reinstatement at this time 
be denied, and if~Mr. Wrigley is willing, that another meeting be held in January, 
1957, as he seeks to work his way out of his differences to a clear and unqualified 
confession of the Christian faith as it is set forth in Article II of our constitution. 

And they earnestly urge the pastors of Synod to assist Mr. Wrigley in a friendly 
spirit with prayers and consultations in keeping with the resolution adopted by the 
Synod in January, 1956. (Item 2, page 15, Minutes January 26, R76.) 


On motion the recommendation was adopted. | 
On motion the report as a whole was adopted. | 


_ Pastor Carl Fagerlin celia the 


~REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
To Review Elective Procedures of Synod 


~The Special Committee appointed by the president to review the elective procedures of 
Synod respectfully submits the following report: 

I. We recommend the adoption of the memorial presented to the Synod by the 
Western Conference in October 1955, but amended to read: ‘‘Resolved that inasmuch as 
the rules governing elections adopted by the Synod in 1925 (1925 minutes, page 30) 
are not a part of the constitution of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the 
Northwest, they be changed to read as follows: 

1. The President shall appoint for each convention of Synod: (a) A nomi- 
nating committee composed of the presidents of the conferences and two laymen. 
(b) Election committees as needed. 

2. The nominating committee shall nominate two persons for each place to be 
filled by election, unless otherwise provided by the constitution, ane shall report 
such nominations at the first business session. 

3. After the report of the nominating committee has been padipted addition- 
al nominations may be made from the floor. 

4. As soon as the nominations are closed the elections committee shall prepare 
printed ballots on which the names of the nominees shall appear in alphabetical 
order. An asterisk shall be placed after the name of any nominee who is in office — 
and who is renominated for that office. 

5. The Election Committee shall distribute the ballots to the voting members 
in session before the hour of adjournment of the first afternoon's session. 

6, The election shall be held between the hour of adjournment of the first | 
afternoon s session and 6:00 P.M. The election committee shall prepare ballot 
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boxes as needed, and shall upon presentation of proper credentials accept the ballots 
and deposit them in the ballot boxes. 

7. The election committee shall report at the beginning of the second morning 
session. 

8. If a second election is neces$ary the election committee shall furnish ad- 
ditional ballots from which shall be stricken the names of those already elected. 

9. The second election shall take place during the noon recess of the second 
day of the convention. 

10. The elections committee shall make the necessary arrangements for all 
further balloting. 

11. The nominating committee shall nominate and the Synod shall elect mem- 
bers to the Board of Directors of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary 
and to the Stewardship Committee in such a manner that at least two mem- 
bers from each of the three conferences, one a lay member and one a clerical 
member, shall serve on this Board and on this Committee at all times, and that 
members of the Committee on Youth and Christian Education shall be elected in 
such a manner that at least one member from each of the three conferences shall 
serve on this committee at all times. 

II. We recommend that the foregoing resolution, if sdidiotil. be put into effect — 
in the following manner: That in the case of the Board of Directors of Northwestern 
Lutheran Theological Seminary and of the Stewardship Committee, the 1956 con- 


vention of Synod elect one layman and one clergyman from the Western Conference, 


and one layman and one clergyman at large; and the 1957 convention of Synod elect 
one layman and one clergyman from the Central Conference, and one layman and 
one clergyman. at large; and the 1958 convention of Synod elect one layman and 
one clergyman from the Wisconsin Conference, and one layman and one clergyman at 
large; and follow this procedure in succeeding years. That in the case of the Committee 
on Youth and Christian Education the 1956 convention of the Synod shall elect one ~ 
member from the Western Conference and two members at large; the 1957 convention 
of the Synod elect one member from the Central Conference and two members at large; 
and the 1958 convention of the Synod elect one member from the Wisconsin Con- 
ference and two members at large; and follow this procedure in succeeding years. 


Respectfully submitted, 
C. W. FAGERLIN 


J. W. JACOBSON 
DAVID WASGATT 


At a later session, on Thursday afternoon, the foregoing report was adopted, with 


the understanding that = dates in Item II be changed to read as follows: “1956” be 


changed to read ‘“1957’’; “1957” be to read and be 


changed to read “1959.” 
On motion, Item C of the Report of the Constitution Committee 
was made a special order of business at this point, but action thereon 


was not taken until the Thursday afternoon session. 
The convention adjouened at 12:30 p.m. for lunch. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 


PENTECOST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


May 15, 1956, 2:00 p.m. 


The Rev. Robert C. Jacobson conducted the devotional service. 

The president recognized the presence of Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
President of the United Lutheran Church in America. 

Mr. Leonard Zempel, chairman of the church council of Pentecost 


Church, extended to the convention the greetings of the host congrega- 


tion. 
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Pastor Amos Streich took the chair while Dr. Bishop presented the 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


Psalm 100 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands: serve the Lord 
with gladness, come before his presence with singing. 
Know ye that the Lord he is God; it is he that hath made us and 
not we ourselves: we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with 
praise; be thankful unto him and bless his name. 
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting and his truth 
; endureth to all generations. | 


Our Hosts: Pentecost Evangelical Lutheran Church and its pastor, the Rev. Amos 
G. Streich. Come July 1956 and this partnership, Pentecost and Pastor Streich, will 
celebrate its twenty-fifth anniversary. For it was in July 1931, that Amos G. 
Streich was installed as pastor. 

The congregation had been organized by the late Rev. William Stump in 1924 and 
became a member of the Synod of the Northwest the same year. To complete the 
picture, in the same year the original chapel was dedicated. The late Rev. N. K. Fedder- 
sen was the first regularly called pastor serving from 1926-1930. Thereupon the 
present partnership was effected. Pentecost achievements are manifested in a large mem- 
bership, some 1200 communicants; in a commodious, well-equipped, and attractively 
adequate house of worship; in an envious record of benevolence contributions year 
after year. The esteem and respect in which Pastor Streich is held is demonstrated by his 
election as president of the Wisconsin Conference and serving for seven years. He is an 
honored member of the Executive Committee of Synod and serves on the Madison 
Regional Home Missions Committee. The convention will be happy in the generous 
preparations and warm welcome of our genial hosts. | 


Stewardship Emphasis 


At Billings, Montana, in 1955, Synod voted to ‘‘make Stewardship the theme of our | 
1956 Synodical convention.’ Along with all Scripture we proposed Psalm 100 for — 
instruction, guidance and encouragement in developing the adopted theme. 

Stewardship is a timely and needed emphasis because ‘‘the Lord is good; it is he 
that hath made us and not we ourselves.’’ We are quick to acknowledge his mercy 
which is everlasting, and his truth which endures to all generations. The acknowledge- 
ment of God must always be the spring of true stewardship. 

Stewardship is a timely and needed emphasis. This is evident from shes. We have 
failed to do. a) We failed by some thousands of dollars to contribute our fair share 
to Lutheran World Action in 1955. b) We do not compare favorably with our fellow 
members of the ULCA in total giving as indicated by the following statistics, 1956 
Year Book page 270. ULCA members in all States, Territories, and Provinces con- 
tributed an average of $23.26 for current expenses in 1954. In Minnesota the average — 
was $25.36; Montana, $29.33; North Dakota, $21.66: Wisconsin, $22.56. ULCA 
members contributed an average of $14.09 for Benevolence. In Minnesota the average 
was $13.73; Montana, $14.08; North Dakota, $10.33; Wisconsin, $14.01. , 

Stewardship is a timely and needed emphasis because of the ‘““Open Door’’ which 
the Lord has set before us. From its beginning the Synod of the Northwest has kept 
aware of its unfinished work. This convention will listen to Home Mission possibilities 
that seem to outrun all that ever were seen heretofore. The convention will hear strong 
pleas for men for the ministry. This involves along with recruitment, preparation in 
educational institutions. Carthage College and Northwestern Lutheran Seminary, both 
come with requests for more generous support. Christian Social work is an expanding 
ministry whose limits are set only by our ability and willingness to “‘love our 
neighbors.”’ 

Throughout the convention we will face again and again our responsibility and 
our privilege. Let us determine to ‘‘serve the Lord with gladness’ in this joy-giving 
area of Christian service, a en and rapturous stewardship of all that we are and 
have. 
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Synodical Staff 
The building where synodical staff offices are located is owned by the Northwestern 
Lutheran Theological Seminary and mutually agreeable arrangements cover maintenance 
and upkeep. The building is ample for the three offices of Synod staff: president, 
stewardship secretary and youth and Christian education secretary. In addition there — 
is a good sized conference room, film library and work room, and other needed storage 


space. 
_ Stewardship Secretary, Dr. George B. McCreary and Christian Education Secretary, 


the Rev. C. B. Lund continue in their respective offices. Along with the president they 
are available without charge to all congregations of the Synod. We are highly favored 


of God in the harmony that prevails among the staff members and those who work with 


them: Irene Blakely ¢n the president's office, Julia Peterson in the stewardship office, 
La Donna Martin in the Christian Education office. 


To Do Good . . . Forget Not 


During the past year the members of Synod showed loving concern in a special 
way to Professor William H. Cooper in his illness, and to Mrs. Evenson and her four 
children following the tragic death of husband and father, the Rev. Marlin Evenson. 
To each family a purse of considerable amount was given to help to meet unusual 
expenses. Both families have expressed deep gratitude through the columns of the 
Synodical Bulletin. 


Special Convention 


Minutes of the Special Convention of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of the Northwest held on January 26, 1956, have been distributed to all members. 


Approval of the minutes will be sought early in the regular convention. 


Lutheran World Action 


These are the facts. Congregations and Sunday Schools and auxiliaries and special 
ivers—all of us, failed by some thousands of dollars to give our fair share toward - 
Lutheran World Action in 1955. Our prayer is that the entire Synod may be stirred. 
to greater concern and giving by the presentations to be made by Dr. Edwin Moll and 


others during the convention. 
Salaries 


Congregations have been encouraged to review and if possible to increase the salaries 
of the pastors. Replies from 119 pastors show the average salary on April 1, 1956 to 
be $4,025.00, and the average car allowance to be $448.00. Increases were reported by 
66 pastors in amounts ranging from $126 to $1,200 annually. An increasing number 
of congregations help to pay part or all utility bills. Since most of the pastors who 
did not reply serve in larger congregations it is assumed that the above averages are 


conservative. 
U.L.C.A. Representative 


We are proud to have the Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, President of the United Lutheran 
Church, as the official visitor and representative at our convention. Dr. Fry represents 
the widest relationships of our Synod with all other followers of Christ. Dr. Fry will 
a ci at the banquet on Tuesday evening, and at the sessions on Wednesday and 


U.L.C.A. 


Isn't it time for the Synod of the Northwest to invite the United Lutheran Church 
to meet again on its territory? Milwaukee in 1930, and Minneapolis in 1944, is the 
story up to now. The Lutheran World Federation will meet in Minneapolis in 1957. 
1960 could be a suitable time for the U.L.C.A. to come to Wisconsin. 


Chaplains | 
Synod continues to be represented in this specialized sphere of the Christian ministry 
by a group of capable and consecrated men: The Rev. John D. Roth in France; the 


Rev. George Moeller in New York; the Rev. Frank Vavrin in North Carolina; the 
Rev. Jerome Vavrin in Michigan; the Rev. Arnold Stilwell in Mississippi; and the 


Rev. Donald Riechers in Illinois. 
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Evangelism 


Synod voted to make ‘‘Evangelism’’ the special theme of its 1957 convention. It is 
impossible to keep these special emphases in distinct compartments of time or effort. 
Evangelism is a thing that just ‘“‘runs over’’ into all time and effort in Christ’s church. 
No wonder, then, that in order to carry out the directive of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, namely, that every congregation shall have an ‘‘Evangelism Mission” in 
1956 or 1957, a goodly number of our congregations already have had this program and 
others will in 1956. We are bound to thank God for His rich blessing upon the sincere 
preparation and work that our people are putting into the special evangelism missions. 
The leadership provided by the United Lutheran Church in America is inspiring and 
efficient. The response to responsibility by our own pastors and people has been wonder-__ 
ful to behold. As this program moves along let us pray that it may continue to be 
motivated by a sincere faith in Christ our only Savior, and by a strong desire that all 
men may finally know Him. 

| Elections 

The president of the Synod. Two clerical and two lay members of the Board of 
Directors of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary. Two directors of Carthage 
College; one for a term of four years, and one to complete the term of the Rev. G. F. 
Genszler, resigned. Two clerical and two lay members of the Stewardship Committee. 
Three members of the Committee on Youth and Christian Education. Thirteen clerical 
and fourteen lay delegates to the convention of the United Lutheran Church in Ameri- 
ca. Fourteen clerical and fourteen lay alternate delegates to the convention of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. 


Pastors Not Under Call 


The 1955 convention directed: ‘‘that the president investigate the status of each 
pastor on the roll of Synod not under call and bring to the next convention of Synod 
recommendations for action—in accordance with the resolutions passed at this conven- 
tion.’” The aforementioned resolutions are listed in 1955 minutes, page 42. Briefly, the 
resolutions require that ‘‘the ministerial roll of Synod consist only of those serving 
under a call, those retired by reason of age or physical incapacity, and with the approval 
of the Synod, those who are awaiting a call to a new field of labor. " And ‘‘that this 
new policy shall not affect the standing of any minister, not now in distinctly secular 
employment, on the ministerial roll of Synod as long as he remains in his present 
position or employment.”’ 

Submitted herewith the report as above required: | 

Awes, the Rev.: Leif, Minneapolis, Minn., Clergy Relations Director, The United 


‘Temperance Movement of Minnesota. Status unaffected by resolutions. 


Heide, the Rev. Robert S., temporarily serving as supply pastor of an A. E.L.C. con- 


gregation, Racine, Wisconsin. Awaiting a Call. 


Host, the Rev. Warren Z. Secular work in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. On hand his 
application for a Call. | 

Gerberding, the Rev. John H. Beetles work in Lancaster, Wisconsin, since December 
1, 1955. No recommendation. 

Ramsey, the Rev. Jos. M. Retired. 

Stump, the Rev. Jos. Pastor Emeritus, St. John’s lirhictlad Church, Duluth, Minn. 
iw Evangelist, World Vision Inc. .. Hdqtrs., at Portland, Oregon. No recom- 
mendation 


Official rer 


Tsing the year contact was had with 44 congregations of Synod teonah visits 
at regular and special services with sermons; meetings with church councils (32); and 
> congregational meetings. Directing the Investigating Committee of the Synod, ar- 
ranging and directing the trials of three pastors in the last half of 1955; and duties 
following the trials consume much of the president’s time. By constitutional require- 
ment he attended the meetings of the Conferences. He has served on the U.L.C.A. Com- 
mittee on Church Architecture; the Minnesota Regional Home Missions Committee; 
the Board of Northwestern Lutheran Seminary, the Board of Carthage College. He 


- attended, by invitation, the Evangelism Conference in Chicago; the conference under 


auspices of the Board of Parish Education in Cincinnati; the conference of Synodical 
Presidents in Indianapolis. | 
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1956 - 
{TEMS THAT AFFECT THE ROLL, REGISTER AND 
DIRECTORY OF THE SYNOD 


Death 
The Rev. Marlin G. Evenson, pastor of Trinity, Eckman; Trinity, Glenburn; and 


_ Trinity, Lansford, N. D., on July 16, 1955. Funeral, July 19, 1955, at Salem Lu- 


theran Church, Minneapolis, the Rev. Clarence B. Lund and the Rev. Paul E. Bishop, 
D.D., participating. Memorial services at Glenburn, July 24, 1956 conducted by the 
Rev. C. B. Lund and at Minot, N. D., by the Western Conference, October 1956 con- 
ducted by the Rev. Eugene L. Hasselquist. 


Dismissals to Other Synods 


The Rev. Marlo D. Peterson to the Iowa Synod, June 2, 1955. 

‘The Rev. Henry B. Kleinert to the E.L.C., July 19, 1955. 

— bai C. R. Defenderfer to the New York and New England Synod, Aveta 
23,4 

The Rev. John Zeltin to the Synod of the Pacific Southwest September 21, 1955. 

The Rev. David H. Samuelson to the Central States Synod, October 10, 1955. 

The Rev. Emerson E. Jury to the Central States Synod, October 25, 1955. | 

The Rev. Garrett F. Genszler to the Synod of the Pacific Southwest, January 9, 
1956. | | 

The Rev. LeRoy Futscher to the Synod of the Pacific Southwest, February 6, 1956. 

The Rev. George W. Forell, Ph.D., to the lowa Synod, February 15, 1956. 

The Rev. Norman Nelson to the Pacific Synod, March 29, 1956. 
_ The Rev. Olin Nordsletten to the Pacific Synod, March 29, 1956. 


Deposit of Ordination Certificate : | 


The Rev. Eden Nicholas having entered secular work, deposited his ordination 
certificate with the president of Synod, August 23, 1955. 
- The Rev. George P. Crist, Jr., following suspension at the recommendation of his 
Trial Committee voluntarily surrendered his ordination papers, October 11, 1955. 


Deposed From the Ministerial Office 


George P. Crist, Jr., by action of the Synod, January 26, 1956. 
Victor K. Wrigley by action of the Synod, January 26, 1956. 


» 


Resignations 


The Rev. Henry B. Kleinert as Youth Director at Luther Memorial, Madison, Wis., 
May 31, 1955 to accept a call to the Black Earth-West Middleton Parish of the E.L.C. 
The Rev. C. A. Almer from the Mineral Point-Darlington, Wis. Parish August I, 
1955 to accept a call to Trinity, Lindstrom. 
The Rev. Robert D. Weeden from the Swanburg-Crosslake Parish September 1, 1955 
to accept a call to Holy Trinity, West Allis. 


The Rev. Louis E. Ulrich from Lake of the Isles, Minnsapbtis September 1, 1955 | 


to accept a call as Lutheran Pastor to Students and Executive Director of Lutheran 
Student Foundation at the University of N. D., Grand Forks, N. D. 

The Rev. Norman B. Nelson from Redemption, Milwaukee, September 25, 1955 
to accept a call to Spokane, Washington. 


The Rev. John ZelJtin as Assistant at Faith, St. Paul, September 26, 1955 to ace 


cept a call to Redding, California. 


The Rev. Howard Rice from Grace, Alden, ‘Wiserets October 15, 1955 to accept 


a call to be mission organizer at Madison, Wis., East Side. 
The Rev. Olin Nordsletten from Trinity, Ft. Atkinson, October 17, 1955 to accept 
a call to Prince of Peace, Seattle, Wash. 


The Rev. A. W. Malin from Assistant, Atonement, Racine to Trinity, Ft. Atkinson, 
effective November 6, 1955. 


The Rev. LeRoy Futscher from the Waterloo-Marshall Parish, November 15, 1955 
to accept a call to Berkeley, Calif., as head of tissue service of the Lutheran 
Welfare socety of N. California. 


4 
a 


4 
q 
bid 4 
4 


e 
/ 
| 
- 


: ee" John H. Gerberding from Holy Cross, Menomonee Falls effective December 

The Rev. D. E. Engdahl from St. James, Savane, effective December 31, 1955. 

The Rev. Roy Morrod from Faith, South Beloit, January 8, 1956 to accept a call 
to Grace, Alden, Minn. 

. The Rev. Marvin P. Moll from St. John’s, Stacy, effective February 1, 1956. 

The Rev. Lloyd Franke from Mt. Olivet, Minot to accept a call to Bethlehem, 
Discheene Hills, Wis., effective February 13, 1956. 

The Rev. Frederick Marks from Calvary, Two Rivers, Wis., effective April 5, 1956 
to accept a call to Holy Cross, Menomonee Falls, Wis. 

The Rev. Ralph Sandgren from St. James’, Columbus, Mont., effective April 8, 
1956 to accept a call to be mission organizer in Billings, Mont. 

The Rev. Robert Schmidt from Bethlehem. Portage, effective May 1, 1956 to accept 
a call to St. John’s, Elkhorn, Wis. 


Calls and Installations 


The Rev. Kenneth L. Nerenz installed as associate at Richfield, Minneapolis, June 5, 
1955 by the Rev. W. W. Williams assisted by Prof. W. H. Cooper. 

The Rev. Chas. F. Burmeister installed at St. James’, Marinette, Wis., June 12, 
1955 by the Rev. A. G. Streich, assisted by the Rev. C. GS Schnorr. | 

The Rev. Robert Jacobson installed at Atonement, Minneapolis, June 12, 1955, 
by Dr. P. H. Roth. 

The Rev. Charles Koester installed at Mt. Olive, Mukwonago, Wis., June 12, 
1955, by Dr. Bryce W. Shoemaker. 

The Rev. Howard Knox, installed in the Lancaster, Wis. Parish, June 19, 1955 
by the Rev. W. H. Nelson. 

The Rev. Dewaine Kolbo installed at Good Shepherd, Spring Park, Mina.., June 
19, 1955 by the Rev. W. H. Wickoren. 

The Rev. Charles Lubn ‘installed as Assistant Pastor at Trinity, Appleton, Wis., 
June 26, 1955, by Prof. W. H. Cooper. — 

The Rev. Jarvie Mattes installed at Good Shepherd, La Crosse, June 26, 1955 by 
the Rev. W. H. Wickoren. 

The Rev. Alvin E. Jenkins installed at Faith, Walters, SMine., July 25, 1955 by 
Dr. Paul E. Bishop. : 
The Rev. Luther Jacobson installed at Immanuel, Baileys Harbor, Wis., August i. 

1955 by the Rev. F. R. Ludwig. 

The Rev. C. James Clement installed at Faith, Walworth, Wis., August 14, 1955 
by the Rev. W. H. Clement. 

The Rev. John Metzker installed at Cross of Glory, New Brighton, Minn., August 
14, 1955 by the Rev. Merle Franke. 

The Rev. Karlton W. Wagner called to be assistant pastor at St. Matthew’s, Wauwa- 
tosa, effective August 15, 1955; installed October 9, 1955 by the Rev. A. G. Streich. 

The Rev. Melvin Snodgrass called to the Darlington-Mineral Point, Wis. Parish, 
effective August 14, 1955; installed September 4, 1955 by Dr. George B. McCreary. | 

The Rev. Karl Langrock installed at Lake Park, Milwaukee, Wis., as assistant, Au- 
gust 21, 1955 by Dr. G. B. McCreary. . 

The Rev. Robert D. Weeden to Holy Trinity, West Allis, Wis., effective September | 
11, 1955; installed September 25, 1955 by the Rev. R. L. Bartsch. 

The Rev. R. B. Reed to Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis, effective June 5, 1955: in- 
stalled September 18, 1955 by Dr. J. H. Dressler and Dr. C. L. Grant. 

The Rev. Earl Fritz to Luther Memorial, Madison, as Director of Religious Educa- 
tion and Youth Activities; installed September 25, 1955 by the Rev. C. B. Lund. 

The Rev. C. A. Almer installed at Teinity, Lindstrom, Minn., September 25, 1955 
by the Rev. T. S. Rees. 

The Rev. James Nelson installed at Calvary, Antigo, October 2, 1955 by Dr. 
Bryce W. Shoemaker. 

The Rev. Dean Skow installed as assistant at St. Luke's, Waukesha, Wis., October 
9, 1955 by Dr. Paul E. Bishop. 

The Rev. Louis Ulrich installed as Lutheran Pastor to Students and biiiitie 
Director of Lutheran Student Foundation, University of N. D., Grand Forks, N. D.., 
November 13, 1955 by the Rev. Carl Oslund. a : 
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The Rev. Wilbur E. Wicklund to Redemption, Milwaukee, effective January Ll, 


1956: installed January 15, 1956 by the Rev. E. R. Wicklund. 


The Rev. Lloyd Franke installed at Bethlehem, Durham Hills, Wis., February 26, 


1956 by the Rev. Merle Franke. 


The Rev. Roy Morrod installed at Grace, Alden, Minn., February 26, 1956 by Dr. 
J. H. Dressler assisted by the Rev. Alvin Jenkins. | 
The Rev. Bryce W. Shoemaker, Ph.D., to Lake of the Isles, Minneapolis, effective 


‘May 15, 1956. 


Ordinations 


Upon receipt and acceptance of calls as indicated and under authorization of the — 
Synod as recorded on Page 41, 1955 Minutes, the following men were ordained 
in St. John's Church, Minneapolis, Minn., by your president assisted by the Rev. 


Geo. L. Lundquist: 

- Kenneth Nerenz—Associate Pastor, Richfield, Minneapolis 
Karl Langrock—Assistant Pastor, Lake Park, Milwaukee 
Marlo D. Petersen—Assistant Pastor, St. Paui’s, Postville, Ia. 
Arnold B. Stilwell, Jr.—Chaplain, U. S. Air Force Reserve. 


Upon receipt and acceptance of calls as indicated and under authorization of the 
Synod as recorded on Page 41, 1955 Minutes, the following men were ordained in — 


the Church of the Epiphany, Milwaukee, Wis., by your president assisted by the 
Rev. A. G. Streich and the Rev. Wesley Gallup: 

Robert C. Jacobson—Atonement, Minneapolis 

Howard E. Knox—Lancaster, Wis. Parish _ 
_ Charles L. Koester—Mt. Olive, Mukwonago 

Jarvie L. Mattes—Good Shepherd, La Crosse 

James A. Nelson—-Calvary, Antigo 

E. Dean Skow—Assistant, St. Luke’s, Waukesha 

Upon receipt and acceptance of a call to the Darlington- Mineral Point, Wisconsin 


Parish, Melvin E. Snodgrass was ordained in Calvary Church, Edina, Minn., August 


BS cas by Dr. A. C. M. Ahlen, assisted by Dr. J. J. Raun and the Rev. David 
ie. | | 


Pastors Not Under Call 


Awes, the Rev. Leif, Minneapolis, Minn., with the United Temperance Movement. 

Engdahl, the Rev. D. E., since December 31, 1955. 

Heide, the Rev. Robt. S., since 1953, Kenosha, Wis., temporary supply for A.E.L.C., 
Racine, Wis. | 

Host, the Rev. Warren Z., since 1954, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Ramsey, the Rev. Jos. M., since 1940, retired. 

Stump, the Rev. Jos., since 1951, Missionary Evangelist, World Vision Inc. 


Holy Communion, Racine—Sister Vernetta Kunkel 
Redeemer, Milwaukee—Sister Bertha Zellmann 
Reformation, Milwaukee—-Sister Frieda Buerger 
St. Luke’s, Waukesha—Sister Ruth Hobbs 


| Vacancies 


Glenburn Parish since July 1955. | 

Faith, South Beloit, Ill., since January 1, 1956. | 
Mt. Olivet, Minot, N. D., since February 15, 1956. 
Calvary, Two Rivers, Wis., since April 5, 1956. 

St. James’, Columbus, Mont., since April 8, 1956. 
Bethlehem, Portage, Wis., since May 1, 1956. 

Trinity, Long Lake, Minn .——temporary supply. 
Gethsemane, Milwaukee, Wis., since —s 26, 1956. 
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Milwaukee 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP | 


Ministers 


The Rev. David Belgum, Ph.D., with a letter of transfer from the Ohio Synod. 
The Rev. Earl Fritz with a letter of transfer from the Central States Synod. 

The Rev. Walter H. Beck, with a letter of transfer from the Texas Synod. 

The Rev. Michael D. Furney with a letter of transfer from the Rocky Mountain 


~ 


Synod. 


The Rev. R. B. Reed with a letter of transfer from the Pacific Synod. 


Congregations 


Valley of Peace, Minneapolis, Minn., organized February 19, 1956 with 98 
charter confirmed, 200 baptized members by Mission Organizer M. D. Furney. 

King of Glory, Milwaukee, Wis., organized April 15, 1956 with 78 charter con- 
firmed, 114 baptized members by Mission Organizer R. L. Bartsch. 

St. Paul’s, Minnetonka Township, Minn., organized April 22, 1956 with 92 charter 
confirmed, 174 baptized members by Mission Organizer Merle Franke. 

Mt. Pleasant, Mygatts Corners, Racine, Wis., organized April 29, 1956 with 415 
charter confirmed, 667 baptized members by Missionary D. H. Shelhart. : 

St. Matthew's, Madison, Wis., will be organized June 17, 1956 with 71 charter 


- confirmed, 126 baptized members by Missionary Howard Rice. 


Prince of Peace, Missoula, Mont., organized May 6, 1956 with 56 charter confirmed, 
96 baptized members by Missionary Karl Schmidt. 


Candidates 


Michas Ohbnstad, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called by the Board 
of American Missions to be mission organizer in Nova Scotia. 

Gerald Peterson, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be pastor of 
the Swanburg-Crosslake Parish, Minnesota. 

Donald Schneider, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called by the Board 
of American Missions to be a mission organizer in California. 

Donald Wandersee, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be pastor 
of St. Paul’s Church, Waterloo and Holy Trinity Church, Marshall, Wis. 

Roy Dorn, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to. be pastor of Mt. 


Olivet Church, Minot, North Dakota. 


Carl Ipsen, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, ‘called to be pestor of Cal- 


“ vary Church, Two Rivers, Wisconsin. 


Chandler Pauling, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be assistant 
pastor of St. Mark’s Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. | 
Frederick Reinke, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be assistant 


pastor of Our Saviour’s Church, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 


John Peterson, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be a chaplain 


in the U. S. Army. 


Donald West, 1956 graduate of Northwestern Seminary, called to be pastor of 
the Glenburn- repnaters- Eckman Parish, North Dakota. 


Improvements and Events 


Appleton, Wis., Trinity. The Rev. I. B. Kindem and the Rev. Charles Luhn, pastors. 
Dedication of Parish House, June 3- 5, 1955. Speakers, the Rev. C. H. Zeidler and 
the Rev. A. G. Streich. $150,000.00. 

Baraboo, Wis., St. Paul’s. The Rev. Alan Henderson. First unit chapel-parish hall 
under construction. Ground breaking, October 4, 1955. To cost $65,000.00. 
Pvp Dam, Wis., St. John’s. The Rev. E. A. Anderson. Lighted church sign. 

Beloit, Wis., Atonement. The Rev. Frank A. Berg. Congregation’ s 50th anniversary, 
May 1, 1955. Speakers, Dr. P. H. Roth, Dr. C. C. Roth, the Rev. A. G. Streich and 
President of Synod. 

Cassville, Wis., St. Peter's. The Rev. John Dzirnis. Ground breaking for parish 
house, March 25, 1956. George B. McCreary, D.D., speaker. 

Fond du Lac, Wis., Our Saviour’s. The Rev. B. J. Stecker. Dedication of church | 
house for youth activities. Sept. 11, 1955. Speaker, President of Synod. , 
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: Ft. Atkinson, Wis., Trinity. The Rev. A. W. Malin. Dedication of new parsonage, 

Oct. 2, 1922. President of Synod. 

Green Bay, Wis., Resurrection. The Rev. Bruce Kloese. Purchased and occupied par- 
sonage, June 26, 1955. $14,250.00. Purchased property adjacent to church for ex- 
pansion, Dec. 14, 1955. $8,000.00. 

Hartford, Wis., Redeemer. The Rev. P. Frederick Opem. Dec. 11, 1955, 35th an- 
-niversary of congregation. The Rev. C. B. Lund, speaker. 

Janesville, Wis., St. Peter’s. The Rev. H. C. Rex. Dedicated new church, Jan. 22, 
1956. Speakers, the Rev. W. P. Christy, D.D., the Rev. A. G. Streich, the Rev. M. 
A. Haker. Cost $217,000.00. 

Kenosha, Wis., Grace. The Rev. J. W. Jacobson. Dedicated, remodeled and re- 
furnished church, July 31, 1955. Cost $130,000.00. Speaker, President of Synod. 

_ Lancaster, Wis., Christ. The Rev. Howard E. Knox. 10th anniversary of congrega- 
tion, Nov. 17, 1955. Dr. Jonas Dressler, speaker. 

Madison, Wis., Luther Memorial. The Rev. C. A. Puls, D.D., and the Rev. Earl. 
si" pastors. 15th anniversary of Dr. Puls’ pastorate honored by present of an Olds- 
mobile. 

Menominee, Mich., Emmanuel. The Rev. C. G. Schnorr. 25th anniversary of 
membership in U. rc. A., and 5th of worship in new church, Feb. 19, 1956. The 
Rev. M. A. Haker, speaker. | 

Milwaukee, Wis., Jackson Park. The Rev. Warren Zemlick. Dedicated new church, 
May 1, 1955. Cost $185,000.00. Speakers Pastors H. N. Stoffel. Trevor Sandness, 
, Charles Burmeister .. . Jan. 1, 1956, 10th anniversary of pastorate. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Reformation. The Rev. R. B. Anderson and the Riv: Dar Vries- 
man, pastors. 50th anniversary of the Sunday School, April 14 and 15, 1956, organ- 
ized by Dr. W. K. Frick. Speakers: Ewald Buerger, Earl Guequierre, Paul Dumke—min- 
isterial sons of the congregation—and the Rev. C. B. Lund. 

Neenah, Wis., St. Paul’s. The Rev. S. H. Roth and the Rev. A. R. Tingley, pastors. 
Dedication of remodeled and enlarged church, April 15, 1956. Cost $250,000.00. Dr. 

P. H. Roth and Paul E. Bishop, speakers. 

_ Oshkosh, Wis., St. John’s. The Rev. E. Rabe. Dedication of Wicklund Hall-Parish 
House, Nov. 13, 1955. Cost $235,000.00. Featured speaker, the Rev. E. R. Wicklund. 
Others, A. G. Streich, I. B. Kindem and Paul E. Bishop. 

Poynette, Wis., Bethel. The Rev. Richard M. Flaa. Built and occupied new parsonage, 
Dec. 40. 1955. $12,000.00. 

Sheboygan, Wis., First United. The Rev. G. Wm. Genszler. Bought new church 
site, 2.4 acres, April 18, 1955. Cost $14,002.00. 

South Beloit, Wis., Faith. Bought adjacent property for expansion. House and lot, 
fall of 1955. Cost $7,000.00. 
+06. on Rivers, Wis., Calvary. Installed electronic church bell with clock. Cost $1,- 

Walworth, Wis., Faith. The Rev. C. J. Clement. Bought church site, Nov. 1955, 
son an Cost $5,000. 00. Bought and occupied parsonage Mar. 1, 1956. Cost $12,- 

Waukesha, Wis., St. Luke’s. The Rev. L. Glenn Cloninger and the Rev. Ellsworth 
Skow, pastors. Sister Ruth Hobbs became director of Religious Education, April 1, 
1956. | 
Wauwatosa, Wis., Mt. Zion. The Rev. James D. Bartsch. 10th anniversary of the 
church, April 12, 1956. - 

Butte, Mont., United. The Rev. Robert E. Fellows. Basement room completed and 
used for parish purposes Oct. 9-11, 1955, when entertained Montana group of United 
Lutheran Church Women. Cost of materials, $2,000.00. All volunteer labor. ~— . 

Columbus, Mont., St. James. The Rev. Ralph Sandgren. Bought and occupied par- 
sonage Nov. 1955. Cost $14,000.00. 35th anniversary of St. James, May 22, 1955. 
The Rev. W. H. Clement and Paul E. Bishop, speakers. 

Fargo, N. D., St. John’s. The Rev. Archie Campbell. Ground breaking for new 
- church and 8th anniversary, Oct. 30, 1955. First unit under construction to cost 
$120,000.00. 

Fargo, N. D., St. Mark’s. The Rev. Lloyd Zaudtke and the Rev. Don Gustafson, 
era Bought 3 lots with houses for expansion—parking and parsonage. Cost 

31,000.00. 

Grand Forks, N. D., St. Mark’s. The Rev. Carl E. Oslund. Purchased and occupied 
Parsonage. Nov. 1955. Cost $11,500. af 

Tabor, Mina., eRe Trinity. Dr. W. H. Gable. a celebrated 50th an- 
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niversary of Dr. Gable’s ordination, June 26, 1955. Speakers, the Rev. Carl E. 
Oslund and Paul E. Bishop. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, First English. The Rev. H. H. W. Egler. 50th anniversary 
of the congregation, June 26, 1955. Speaker, the pastor. Dedicated new entrance to 
church. Cost $3,000.00. 

Cannon Falls, Minn., First English. The Rev. Donovan Myers. Dedication of -en- 


larged and remodeled church May 6, 1956. Cost $40,000.00. 
Deephaven, Minn., Grace. The Rev. Geo. H. Gerberding. Dedicated parish education 


building, Jan. 23, 1955. Cost $65,000.00. Speakers: The Rev. John G. Metzker, Dr. 
P. H. Roth, the Rev. W. W. Williams. 

Lindstrom, Minn., Trinity. The Rev. Carl Almer. Built sail occupied new parsonage 
Nov. 20, 1955. Cost $18,000.00. 

Mahtomedi, St. Andrew's. The Rev. E. R. Wicklund. Bought additional property 
for expansion. Cost $4,500.00. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Mt. Olivet of Medicine Lake. Dedicated parish house, April 
24, 1955. Speaker, the Rev. George L. Lundquist. 75th anniversary of the congrega- 
tion, Oct. 30, 1955. Speaker, Paul E. Bishop. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Atonement. The Rev. Robert Jacobson. 5th anniversary, April 


22, 1956. Speaker, the Rev. Rodney Hansen. Built and occupied new parsonage, sum- 


mer 1955. Cost $14,200.00. 
Minneapolis, Minn., Calvary. The Rev. David E. Archie. Church site worth $20,- 


000.00 given to congregation by Stow-Edina Realtors on condition that church be 


erected within reasonable time. 
Minneapolis, Minn., Epiphany. The Rev. Trevor Sandness. 30th anniversary of 


congregation, Oct. 23, 1955. Puciiacat new Wurlitzer organ, $2,100.00. 


Minneapolis, Minn;, Holy Communion. The Rev. James W. Primley. Groundbreak- 
ing for new parish house to cost $85,000.00, April 1, 1956. | 

Minneapolis, Minn., Hope. The Rev. William Dion. Building fund campaign, March 
1955, results, $22, 500. 0 pledged for one year. Additional property bought, $5,- 


000.00. 
Minneapolis, Minn., Lake of the Isles. The Rev. Bryce W. Shoemaker, Ph.D. 20th 


anniversary of the congregation, Jan. 15, 1956. 


Minneapolis, St. Andrew’s. The Rev. Gordon O. Lindemann. Recent Lutheran 
refugees brought together Feb. 4, 1956 at St. Andrew's. Attended by 29 refugees 
and 32 sponsors. 

Minneapolis, Minn., St. John’s. The Rev. John W. Rilling, D.D., and the Rev. 
M. M. Teske, pastors. Completion of parish house and other renovations in church 
building, dedicated Sept. 25, 1955. Cost $180,000.00. Paul E. Bishop, Mr. Clifford 
Hanson, Council President; Mr. Cyrus Rachie, S. S. Superintendent: Arthur Brandt, — 
Chairman of Building Committee, speakers. Reredos, gift of Women’s Society. Cost 
$2,670.00. Dedicated Dec. 18, 1955. 

New Brighton, Minn., Cross of Glory. The Rev. John Metzker. Bought and 
occupied new parsonage Oct. 1955. Cost $10,000.00. | 

St. Louis Park, Minn., Cross of Christ. The Rev. Milo W. Gerberding. New 
church dedicated Oct. 23, 1955. Cost $48,000.00. Dr. J. H. gg ay Dr. a. 
Rasmussen, Paul E. Bishop, speakers. 

St. Louis Park, Prince of Peace. The Rev. George L. Lendenist, New church dedi- 
cated, Nov. 20, 1955. Dr. Jonas Dressler, Paul E. Bishop and Dr. P. H. Roth, speakers. 
Cost $160,000.00. 

St. Paul, Minn., Faith. The Rev. Chas. L. Grant, D.D. Church organ rebuilt, Feb. 
1956. Cost $6. 000.00. 

- Zumbrota, Minn., Redeemer. The Rev. Paul Dumke. 50th anniversary of Redeemer, 
June 19, 1955. Dr. P. H. Roth, the Rev. P. L. Roth and the Rev. P. Frederick Opem, — 


speakers. 
| invitations for 1957 Convention 


On hand are invitations for the 1957 convention as follows: 
Fox Point Lutheran Church, Fox Point, Wisconsin, the Rev. William B. Downey, 


pastor, dated May 26, 1955. 


Trinity Lutheran Church, Appleton, Wisconsin, the Res, Ingolf B. Kindem and the 


Rev. Charles Luhn, pastors, dated January 8, 1956. 
St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, the Rev. Wm. Niebling, | 


pastor, issued orally at the 1955 Convention and confirmed March 26, 1956. 
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The Increase 
Statistician Pastor Sigurgeirson presents detailed statistics in his report. Here we 


express gratitude to God for again having blessed the work in the congregation where- — 


by it is possible to report an increase of 7,206 baptized membership to a total of 
128,208. Confirmed membership increased by 4,236 to bring the total to 83,948. 
Communicant membership increased by 3,941 bringing the total to 71,233. With 


special thanks to our Heavenly Father we report an increase in per cent of those com- 


muning from 84.43% in 1954 to 84.85 % in 1955. 


Conclusion 


“Serve the Lord with gladness!’’ The preparation of this report at the close of a 
second term in office as president of the Synod brings to mind the spirit of rapturous 


service that has been manifested by Synod during these seven years. There has been — 


brotherly-kindness from the pastors; respect and cooperation from councils and con- 
gregations; unity and eagerness in forwarding the work of the Lord. The Lord is 
good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL E. BISHOP 


On motion the report was referred to the Committee on | President’ S 
Report. The President resumed the chair. 


The President announced the appointment of the committee on the election of 
a president. Thereupon the convention proceeded to balloting for the election of a 
resident. 
4 Dr. Paul L. Graf, chairman of the Stewardship Committee, introduced the Rev. 
Samuel E. Kidd, stewardship secretary of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, who ad- 
em the convention on the subject of ‘“The Personal Stewardship of the Christian 

liever.”’ 

On motion the report of the Nominating Committee and the appointment of con- 
vention committees were made special orders of business at this time. 

Pastor Theodore S. Rees presented the report of the Nominating Committee. On 
motion the report was adopted. Additional nominations were made from the floor 
until the nominations were closed by motion duly carried. | 


~The President_announced the appointment of the several 
Convention Committees 


_ 


Credentials 
The Reverend Karlton Wagner | The Reverend Donovan Myers y 
The Reverend Don Gustafson 

Nominations 
The Reverend Theodore S. Rees + Phe Reverend F. J. Clark 
The Reverend A. G. Streich - Mr. Gerald Miller | 

Mr. Melvin Kohorn ii 
Elections—President 
The Reverend Karl W. Brockhaus Mr. Henry Burmeister 
Mr. Clark Dobbins 
| Elections—Boards and Committees 
The Reverend J. W. Jacobson’ Mr. S. F. Wilch 
The Reverend Myron Teske | Mr. Walter Cruse 
Elections —Delegates to ULL.C.A. 

The C. T. Breest Mr. Scott Olson 


The Reverend M. W. Gerberding Mr. John Koran 
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Excuses 
The Reverend Rodney Hansen The Nerenz 
The Reverend David Wasgatt - 
President's Report | 
The Reverend Louis Ulrich | The Rev. Jerome Miller 
The Reverend R. A. Gaenslen | Mr. R. England 
The Rev. H. C. Seebach | | Mr. H. Drajeske 
Resolutions 
The Reverend F. A. Berg The Reverend P. F. ene 
_ The Reverend George Dressler Mr. G. C. Loehning — 
- The Reverend Ralph Sandgren : Mr. L. Zempel 
Minutes 
The Reverend Howard Knox : The Reverend Karl Schmidt 
The Reverend Karl Langrock : | The Reverend Arnold Stilwell 
Travel Expense 
The Reverend Harold Carlson The Reverend James Wilch 
R. Hosheck | 
Publicity. 
The Reverend Wesley Gallup The Reverend Charles Barber 


The Reverend James Bartsch 


Pastor Karl Brockhaus reported the result of the balloting for the 
election of a president, namely that Dr. Paul E. Bishop had received 
206 votes out of a total of 239 votes cast. Thereupon the secretary 
declared him re-elected to a third term as president of the synod. 


Dr. Harold T. Rasmussen presented the : 


REPORT OF THE NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN : 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


By the grace of God another successful year has been completed by our Seminary. 

Since September, 1955, 71 students, coming from 30 different colleges and uni- 
versities, have been enrolled in our school. Forty-one are married. Thirty are single. 
Thirty-four came from the congregations of our Synod of the Northwest. Alumni 
now number 389. 

The faculty has approved and now RABE to the Board the ioticwin men 
as candidates for gradvation and degrees: Harry Baertschi, Keith Beaver, James Christ. 
Roy V. Dorn, Fred C. Greninger, Carl L. Ipsen, Harold E. Kolsky, Michas Ohnstad, 
Chandler F. Pauling, Gerald Peterson, John Peterson, Fred W. Reinke, Donald 
ae "as Donald Wandersee. Five of these men come from congregations of our 

yn 

Our Seminary Choir completed another successful tour of some of our Churches 
in Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Carthage College. The men were graciously 
received and entertained. Much credit is due Richard Hamlin our student director, 
for his ability in interpretation and for his leadership in inspiring the members to 
faithful practice and brilliant performance. The able recruiter of men for the min- 


_ istry, Pastor Clarence B. Lund, traveled with the choir and presented the vocation 


of the ministry. 

Dr. P. H. Roth has cnationsd to write, edit and publish our Seminary Bulletin. 
In it you have read the accounts of the numerous activities of the men on our faculty. 
Dr. Roth is to be commended for his faithful labor in aeoresend through the years 
such an interesting and valuable account of the events of our Seminary, 
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_ Another inspiring Convocation was held January 24, 25, 26, at the Lake of the 
Isles Lutheran Church, Dr. Bryce Shoemaker, pastor. The lecturers were Dr. Ruff, 
Editor of The Lutheran, Dr. Holmer, University of Minnesota, and Dr. Pelikan, 
Divinity School, University of Chicago. | 
‘It is with regret that we note the resignation of Dr. Bryce Shoemaker, Professor 
of New Testament Theology, who has taught so acceptably, served as Registrar and 
2 member of the Library and Property Committees. We are grateful for his faith- 
ful service. | | 
The Rev. David Belgum, Ph.D. has served with great success during his first year 
as Associate Professor in the Practical Department. He has taught Pastoral. Counsel- 
ing, Christian Education, directed field work and internship and has published a 
book in the field of Pastoral Counseling. He will conduct two periods for pastors 
this summer at the Seminary. | 
Mr. Jack L. Clark has served, with fine response from the students, as Fellow in 
the department of Biblical Theology. Mr. Clark has been chosen by the faculty to . 
receive the Lutheran Brotherhood scholarship of $1,000.00 for graduate study. | 
We recommend that Mr. Jack L. Clark be engaged as Fellow for the next school 
year. 
/ We recommend that Pastor Clarence B. Lund be engaged for the coming school 
year to teach the course on Church Music and that compensation be determined. 
It is impossible to measure the debt of gratitude that we, as faculty, Board, 
_ Synod and our Church owe to Dr. P. H. Roth for his thirty-six years of faithful 
and brilliant service to our Seminary. He is the only one remaining of our original 
faculty and his counsel and leadership during these formative years represent an era 
that will always be dear to the hearts of all of us. We acknowledge his passing from 
active teaching with regret, but we are grateful to God that He has given us such 
a man who has helped all of us to live. | : | 
Since my resignation takes effect September 1, 1956, I desire to thank the Board, 
pastors and congregations of our Synod and my colleagues on the faculty for their 
co-operation and loyalty during my period of service. | am grateful for the oppor- 
tunity to have worked with you. | : 
May the Lord continue to bless our Seminary. 


For the Faculty, | | 
JONAS H. DRESSLER, President 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


The Seminary Board carries on much of its work through committees. Standing 
Committees are House and Property, Dr. J. H. Dressler, Chairman; Finance and 
Budget, Walter O. Helwig, Chairman; Admissions, Faculty and two Board mem- 
bers, and Executive the four elected officers. | | 

Special committees at the present time are the Committee on Enlargement of Fac- 
ulty, Pastor H. N. Stoffel, Chairman; the Committee on the Calling of a President, 
Pastor Niebling, Chairman; Committee on Constitution, Pastor Niebling, Chairman; 
and the Committee on Commemoration, Dr. McCreary, Chairman. 

The Committee on Enlargement of the Faculty was constituted in May, 1952. 
It has been meeting regularly for three years gathering information and discussing 
possible candidates for the Faculty to meet present and future needs. The work of 
this committee has been invaluable in that it has helped to eliminate the possibility 
of hasty or ill-considered action in calling men to fill vacancies or to enlarge the staff. 

The recently appointed Committee on Constitution was authorized when it, was _ 
found that the arter and By-Laws of the Seminary needed to be studied and 
brought up to date in the light of current practices and changes that have taken 
place through the years. It is also hoped that this study will bring about some improve- 
ments in the Board’s methods of | 
‘ In September, 1955, Fred C. Mueller concluded 21 years of service as a member 
of the Seminary Board. It would be hard to find a more devoted, conscientious 
churchman than Mr. Mueller. His efficiency as secretary of the Board was well known 
to all who had anything to do with our Seminary. He was always ready to give 
whatever time was needed to carry out the many details of his office. The Board 
expresses its thanks to God for his consecrated labors through all these years. | 

The resignation of Dr. Bryce Shoemaker, professor of New Testament, was received 
in February. He asked to be released from his duties as of May 15, 1956. At a specia’ 
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meeting of ml Board on March 19, Dr. Shoemaker’s resignation was accepted. He 
had tentatively accepted the call of Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church to become its 
pastor. The Board appreciates the contribution Professor Shoemaker has made to the 
Seminary and wishes him God's blessing in his new field of labor. 

Upon recommendation of the Faculty and the Committee on Enlargement of the 
Faculty, Mr. Jack Clark has been asked to continue as a teaching fellow for the 
academic year 1956-57. 

The Board was pleased to authorize a two-week seminar in “(Community bes 


sources for Pastoral Care’’ and a summer course in ‘Clinical Training” 


Minneapolis General Hospital to be directed by Dr. David Belgum. These are both 
heartily commended to the pastors of Synod. 

The Board of Directors solicits your continuing prayers for the uidance of the 
Holy Spirit in the affairs of the Seminary and pleads for the help of all in alerting 
the most promising young men of our parishes to the possibility of God’ s Call to the 
Ministry of the 1. 

Respectfully submitted, 


H. of RASMUSSEN, President of the Board 


REPORT OF TREASURER OF THE NORTHWEST ERN LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL 


General Fund: | : 
Total general fund assets $ 16,751.77 
Endowment Funds: 
5,000.00 
39,945.11 
Real estate and equipment——-Net............... 105,057.01 
Total endowment fund assets............... 406,385.45. 
Educational Plant Funds: 8 

Total educational plant fund assets........ ae 196,710.52 
Total assets (excluding inter-fund receivables) $599,744.44 
| | Liabilities and Fund Balances 

General Fund: 
Due to endowment fund........... 18,565.19 
_ Deferred interest received . ........ 63.75 
"Total general fund liabilities and deficit . $ 16,751.77. 
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Endowment Funds: | | 


Educational Plant Funds: 


Total educational plant fund liabilities and fund | 


Total liabilities and fund requirements (ex- une me 
cluding inter-fund liabilities)........... $599,744.44 


CONDENSED INCOME STATEMENT AND BUDGET COMPARISON 
: For the Fiscal Year Ended August |, 1955 


General Fund 
(Over) 
Income: | or 
Endowment Securities: Actual se Budget Under 
$ 5,399.36 - 5,000.00 ($ 399.36) 
Dividends ....... 10 10,000.00.¢ 112.03) 
Total income from en- 
dowment securities 15,511.39 $15,000.00 ($ 511.39) 
Synod benevolence .. $ 82,112.15 $80,000.00 ($2,112,15) 
CHEYA campaign ... 152.47 
Total contributions 82,264.62 $80,000.00 ($2,264.62) 
Building rentals ..... 8,963.17 $ 8,500.00 ($ 463.17) 
Miscellaneous ....... | 4.00) 
Total income ..... $106,743.18 $103,500.00 ($3,243.18) 
Transfers: 
Student Aid—Synod ...$ 1,091.00 1277.30 186.50 
Boarding club ........ 15.00 . < 15.00) 
Total transfers .... 1,106.00 $ 1,277.50 $ 171.50 
Income available for | te 
- Seminary operation $105,637.18 $102,222.50 ($3,414.68) 
Instructional: | 
Professors and instructors | | 
Library salaries ..... . 5,963.00 5,040.00 923.00) 
Other services ....... 100.00 ( 2,618.00) 
....... 2,144.97 | 1,500.00 ( 644.97) 
Library supplies and 


Total instructional | 


7 


172.41 


Milwaukee 


| l Estate: 


Building manager .... $ 600.00 
....... 4. ... 23,188.80 21,192.50 1,996.30) 
Depreciation ...:...., . 5,938.38 5,000.00 938.38) 


| Total real estate | 


Administrative: 


President’s expense ... $ 300.00 $ 400.00 $ 100.00 
Office supplies ....-... 792.69 : 1,000.00 207.31 
Social security taxes .. 220.55 | 200.00 ( 20.55) 


‘Treasurer's office ..... 948.23 
_ Interest on loans ..... 724.98 1,600.00 ( 304.81) 
560.00) 


Interest on annuities .. 231.60 

Pension contributions. . ( 
Unclassified ......... 4:200:23 3,000.00 ( 1,200.23) 
Total administrative ... _ 7,978.28 $ 6,200.00 ($1,778.28) 


Total operating | | 
$90,977.29 $89,522.50 ($1,454.79) 


oe Excess of income 
over current 


expenses ... $14,659.89 $12,700.00 ($1,959.89) 


Appropriations to Plant Fund: 


Improvements: | 
assavant equipment... $ 834.36 
Gerberding equipment 400.00 
Jensen light fixtures .. 769.58 
Library equipment ..... 8,811.18 


Total fixed additions $10,815.12 $ 9,200.00 ($1,615.12) 


Library books ........ $ 4,652.71 $°3,000.00 ($1,652.71). 
Periodicals and records .. 1,580.18 ~~ 500.00 ( 1,080.18 


Total library books and | | 
periodicals ....... 6,232.89 $ 3,500.00 ($2,732.89) 


Total appropriations | 
to plant fund ... «$17,048.01 $12,700.00 ($4,348.01) 


Excess of current ex- 
pense and appropri- 
ations over current 


— 


REPORT OF THE AUDITOR 


To the Board of Directors 
Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Gentlemen: 


ae We have examined the balance sheet of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary 
pee as of August 1, 1955 and the related statements of income, surplus and fund balances 
for the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with generally 


September 20, 1955 


o 
j 
Bet 
- 
| 
| 
we 
. 
3 
on 
: 
| 
am 
i 
‘ 
4 
: 
| 
~ 
3 


1956 | 33 


accepted auditing standards, il accordingly included such tests of the accounting 
- gecords and such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the circum- 
stances. 

In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheet and statements of income, surplus 
and fund balances present fairly the financial position of Northwestern Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at August 1, 1955, and the results of its operations for the year 
then ended, in conformity with generally accepted ene principles spplied on a 
basis consistent with that of the preceding year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


REILLY, PENNER AND BENTON 
Certified Public Accountants 


Dr. Rasmussen then called upon Dr. Jonas H. ivi president | 
of the Seminary, to ce brie the convention. Other faculty members were 


introduced and spoke briefly. 

On motion the report of the saditors ; in connection with the report 
of the treasurer of the Seminary was adopted. On motion the report 
as a whole was adopted. 


Pastor Arno Martin presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENTS FOR THE MINISTRY 


The Apostle Paul said to Timothy, ‘“Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good 


_ soldier of Jesus Christ’’ (II Timothy 2:3). This must be the spirit in which we 
approach young men who are thinking about the Christian ministry. The call of our 
Lord goes out for men who will respond to a work that brings out the deepest 


resources of a life. The Call of the Lord goes out to men who look forward to taking 


upon themselves a task so big that they can do no other than cry, “Lord, help me!”’ 
are the young men that God would have serve Him. 


Your committee, in an effort to serve the Synod, has: 

1. Held two meetings during the past year. - i | : 

2. Arranged, as far as go ony: an exchange of pulpits among our BEE on 
April 15, 1956, as the pastors to present the work of the Christian 
ministry. 

3. Set up plans for special week-end retreats, inviting boys of the congregations 
for Bible study, prayer, and the opportunity to learn about full-time Christian 
service. 

4. Reviewed applications for student aid, and made the following grants for the 
1955-56 school year: 

Fred Reinke, N: W. Seminary, $150. 00. Carl Ipsen, N. W. Seminary, 
$400.00. Keith Beaver, N. W. Seminary, $200.00. pron Ruegg, N. W. 
Seminary, $250.00. Duain Vierow, Hamline University, $250.00. Harold 


Kolsky, N. W. Seminary, $200.00. Dave Rekdahl, Hamline University, 


$250.00. Gerald Peterson, N. W. Seminary, $100.00. Grant Gilderhus, 
N. W. Seminary, $200.00. James McClurg, Carthage College, = 00. 
Wm. Sorenson, -Concordia $200.00. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ARNO D. MARTIN, Chairman 


As a ies to the report, Pastor Martin moved that Synod 


approve expenditures for this committee in the year 1956 of not to 


exceed $1,000.00 for promotion and other necessary expenses. The 
motion was carried. On motion the report as a whole was adopted. 
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Pastor R. R. Doering presented the — 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN ST UDENTS IN. 
NON-LUTHERAN INSTITUTIONS 


Reports were received from Holy Trinity, La Crosse, First English, Billings, Wis- 
consin State Colleges at Milwaukee and Platteville, and from the Lutheran Student 
Foundation at Madison, Wis. 

At all these points Lutheran Student work is carried on systematically and is eliciting 
satisfactory response. 

Lutheran students in the Milwaukee area meet at Lake Park church with an 
attendance at meetings of between thirty-five and sixy. Dr. Harvey Uber, faculty 
counsellor and group leader, points out that when the University Extension and Wis- 
consin State College merge this year, the combined enrollment in September will be 
an estimated 5,000, and in another year, 7,000. He strongly urges and advises a 
fuil-time student pastor and a student center. 

Pastor Stoffel of La Crosse reports an unusually good year with excellent student 
leadership and good attendances at LSAA, and at services. “‘Several students were 
confirmed during the past year.’ 

First English, Billings, Montana, the Rev. John Shannon, pastor, serves students 
from Rocky Mountain College, Eastern Montana College of Education, Billings 
Business College, and two Nurses’ Training schools. Students from these schools carry 
on an active program at First English, and also participate in the state-wide LSAA. 
Pastor Shannon says, “It is a pleasure to share in this rary Hh to the students.’ 
He expresses thanks to the Regional Secretary, the Rev. Henry Hetland for his help — 

and leadership, and to the Lutheran Brotherhood for sponsoring a workshop for 
student-pastors in the area. 

Response from students at Wisconsin State College and the Wisconsin Institute 
of Technology at Platteville continues to be good. Students participate in Sunday 
pasa and choir work, as well as attend the regular and special services in increasing 
numbers. 

At the University of Wisconsin, the Rev. Glenn Bragstad and stall minister to 2,100 
National Lutheran Council students. The staff has developed a ministry which includes 
teaching courses in religion, Bible study groups, Vesper services, week-end retreats, 

rsonal counseling, and developing young churchmen through student organizations. 

y unanimous action taken February 8, 1956, the Board of Directors of the Wisconsin — 

a Lutheran Student Foundation revised its structure so that the Foundation will become 

responsible for the ministry to students throughout the state wherever there are 
employed staff. The Board of Directors was also enlarged more than three times. 

It is the intent of the state-wide Foundation to assume responsibility for initiating 
a full-time student ministry in Eau Claire and Milwaukee, and to assume the financial 
responsibility for the part-time work now being done at Superior, as well as the 
ministry at the University at Madison. It is hoped that the new work in Eau Claire 
and Milwaukee will be megen, in the fall of 1957. 


‘Respectfully submitted, . 
R. R. DOERING, Chairman 


Pastor Doering also presented the following 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY TO 
STUDENTS IN NON-LUTHERAN INSTITUTIONS 
OF HIGHER LEARNING 


(Supplementary to the report given in the pre-print) 


More than 8,500 Lutheran students, members of National Lutheran Council con- 
gregations are ministered to by the Lutheran Student Foundation of Minnesota at ten 
state and two denominational colleges and universities. 

On January 1, 1956, the Foundation took possession of a residence which will 
be used as a student center for weekday meetings and an apartment as residence for 
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itn counselor on the Duluth campus. It also took possession of. five lots adjacent to 
the new campus as part of the long-range planning program for a new student center. 
It is anticipated that the building on the St. Paul campus will be started this summer 
The Foundation maintains a student center at Moorhead, and will try to provide 


| a counselor at the Mankato State Teachers College beginning in the fall of 1956. 


The counselor at Duluth serves the students at Wisconsin State College at Superior. 
At other points in Minnesota the student work is under the direction of contact pastors 
who voluntarily give of their time in order that this important ministry may not 
be neglected. 

We would close this report as the Directors of the Minnesota Fundation closed their 
report—with thanksgiving to God for faithful pastors, counselors, student leaders, 
professors, and men and women of the Church who make it possible for the Good 


News of Christ to be proclaimed to college men and women. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) R. R. DOERING, Chairman 


He then introduced Pastor Glenn Bragstad who addressed the con- 
vention on student work at the University of Wisconsin. Pastor Louis 
Ulrich reported briefly on student work at the University of North 
Dakota. On motion the report was adopted. 

Dr. Edwin Moll addressed the convention on behalf of Lutheran 
World Action. 

The convention adjourned at 5:30 p.m., after prayer by Pastor 
Harold Gruhn. | 


TUESDAY EVENING BANQUET 
ELKS CLUB, MILWAUKEE, Wine 


May 15, 1956, 6:30 p.m. 
‘The Laymen’s Banquet was held on Tuesday evening, May 15, at 


the Elks Club, Milwaukee. The Rev. Amos G. Streich, pastor of Pente-. 


cost Lutheran Church, was toastmaster. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, presi- 
dent of the United Lutheran Church in America, sponse on the subject, 
‘Four Paradoxes of the Lutheran Church.”’ 


WEDNESDAY SESSION. 


PENTECOST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, MILWAUKEE, were 


May 16, 1956, 8:30 a.m. 


The Rev. James Nelson conducted the Matins Service. The Rev.. 


-. Wm. Genszler preached the sermon, using I Corinthians 15: 12 as 
text. 
President Bishop called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. : 
Secretary Lundquist read greetings from the Wartburg Synod pia 
from the South Wisconsin Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, the latter meeting in convention in Milwaukee this week. 
On motion, the minutes of the previous day's sessions were adopted 
with. certain corrections. | 
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Dr. Paul L. Graf presented the | 
REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


“Serve the Lerd with Gladness’’ is the admonition of the Psalmist. This year 
in our Synodical Convention as we place our emphasis upon Christian Stewardship, 
we use this joyous exhortation as our theme. *’. . . it is He that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves . . . be thankful unto'Him. . For the Lord is good” continues 
that same stewardship hymn. As Christians we readily acknowledge God’s ownership 
ard our stewardship. We must recognize this not only intellectually but practically. 
We must put into effect in daily living this which we know to be God’s truth. Too 
often we piously assent to Christian truths but fail to realize that they are only truths 
to us as we put them into activity. This Committee tries to aid pastors and congrega- 
tions to practice this which we declare. 


Meetings 


During the past year the Stewardship Committee held ‘bre meetings. The ae 
concerned itself with stewardship and evangelism promotion. © 


Evangelism 
An evangelism workshop in cooperation with the Administrative Committee of 
the Lutheran Evangelism Mission of the ULCA was held in Minneapolis on January 


23 for all pastors of Synod. 

Areas were defined for our Synod for the Lathersa Evangelism Mission. : 

The Minneapolis-St. Paul area mission was the first of the missions to be held 
in our Synod. Most of our churches cooperated. All were enthusiastic about the 
mission and the spiritual values derived from it. Certain other missions are in progress, 
although most of our synodical missions will be in 1957. 

The Committee will closely cooperate with the Lutheran Evangelism Mission on 
a year around program, 

Our 1957 Synodical Convention will have Evangelism as its main emphasis. The 


eer hopes at that time to present a continuing program. 


Cate Giving | 
| General Benevolence Lutheran World Action 


Amount — _ Increase Year Amount Increase 
$457,982.99 | $32,926.12 1951 $79,392.43 $ 883.70 
526.981.86 68,998.87 | 952: 82,176.79 2,784.36 
588,144.31 61,162.45 “11953 82,517.78 340.99 
684,425.76 96,281.45. 84,415.76 1,897.98 
746,846.50 62,420.74 1955 84,408.64 —7.12 
Lutheran World Action 


_ For the first time our Synod failed to cule the suggested Saencial nee for L.W.A. 
They expected $89,123 from us. We contributed $84,408 of which only $78,584.95 
was from our congregations. Our 1956 objective is $92,949. Note the increase! Our 
failure in 1955 and the increase for 1956 should serve as a warning that all must 
increase their activity for this cause. Our Christian compassion as well as our gratitude 
to God is reflected in the gifts we give. All of us should pray God earnestly, tell 
the story completely, and give everyone the opportunity to give generously. _ 


Printed Matter 


New printed materials were confined this year to the bodklers for Loyalty Sunday. 
The Committee continued the practice of publishing the monthly stewardship 


letters. 


The Committee issues the Synodical Bulletin thirteen times a year. Dr. McCreary | 


acts as the editor. 
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The Devotions! Booklet is published by the ‘Stewardship Committee. A detailed 
report on this project follows this report. 

We have under consideration a number of new pamphlets for this fall. We will 
certainly produce alone or in cooperation with the nigra Office of the ULCA 
| several pieces for Sunday school. 


The Lutheran 


As of March 21 there were 7,172 subscribers to The Lutheran in our gre: which | 


is 84 more than a year ago. 


Audio-Visual Aids 


A revised set of slides, ‘‘My Church and I,’’ was made available free - charge to. 


all churches who requested them. These were prepared by Dr. Paul Wetzler and Dr. 
George McCreary. 


The audio-visual library with its headquarters in Minneapolis and its branch > 


office in Milwaukee is constantly growing in size and usefulness. The ‘brary is under 
the direction of the Stewardship Secretary. 


Seminary Convocation 

The Stewardship Committee cooperated with ‘ie committee from Northwestern 
Seminary in conducting the Annual Convocation by presenting Dr. G. Elson Ruff, 
the Editor of The Lutheran, for several lectures 


The Stewardship Committee paid from its budget the travel cxpetae of our pastors 


to the Convocation. 


Lutheran Laymen's Movement 


We have been honored as a Synod to have our treasurer, Walter Helwig, serve as 
President of the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement. We had hoped to be able to announce 
that every parish now has a member in the L.L.M. We cannot do this but are grate- 
ful for the increased membership from our Synod. We urge every congregation to 
have at least one man numbered in the membership of this group. This layman’s 
group underwrites the total cost of the Stewardship Office of the ULCA. | 


Fund Counselor 


The Executive Committee of Synod reported an action whereby they were asking 
the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement to call, train, and direct a found counselor for our 
Synod. The L.L.M. agreed to do this but stated that the fund counselor's activity 
would be confined to capital fund campaigns. The Stewardship Committee opposed 
this action on the part of the Executive Committee on the grounds that it was not 
in harmony with the Stewardship Committee’ S presentation to Synod and the sub- 


sequent synodical action. 


The Sector Project | 

_ The major emphasis of our Committee this year is upon the sector project. In 
cooperation with the staff of the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement and Stewardship 
wg i “ ULCA, we have plans now in operation for the Every Member Visitation 
of this fall 

At this date most of the preliminary meetings with pastors and cckshiie for 
councilmen are over. Mr. Chester Myrom from New York, with Dr. McCreary and 
several witnessing pastors, conducted these meetings. 

This summer there will be a two and one-half day school in Minneapolis and 
one, also, in Milwaukee for the detailed training of our pastors in this project. Pastors 
will be the guests of the Synod. We anticipate every congregation’s cooperation in 
the carrying out of the details of the sector project. 


"The Grace System" 


Recognizing that our ‘method of benevolent giving is dependent upon complete 


understanding on the part of pastors and lay people, the Committee at the request — 
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of the Executive Committee of Synod nee written. letters to pastors and secretaries 
of church councils repeating the procedure of the *‘ ‘grace system” and citing actions 
taken at Synod meetings. _ 

Because our Seminary trains our pastors, the Committee arranged a meeting with 
the faculty of the Seminary where we discussed the importance of the Seminary 
properly indoctrinating the students regarding the ‘‘grace system. 

he Committee has requested through the Seminary Board that the board and 
faculty conduct a student seminar on Christian stewardship principles and practices 
with special on the ‘‘grace system." | 


Guests 


- We are pleased to have as special guests at this Synodical Convention the President 

of the ULCA, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, who will speak at the Laymen’s Banquet as 
well as present the work of the ULCA to the Convention; the Rev. Samuel Kidd, 
Stewardship Secretary of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, who will speak twice to 
us; and Dr. Edwin Moll, who will speak on behalf of Lutheran World Action. . 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL L. GRAF, Chairman 


Dr. Graf then introduced Dr. Charles Puls, who addressed the Synod 
on the Sector Project for Stewardship, illustrating his presentation 
with charts. On motion the report was adopted, this action carrying 
with it the adoption of the report of the Department of the Devotional 
Booklets and its audit. : | 


STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE, SYNOD OF 
THE NORTHWEST 


Department of Devotional Booklets 
“THE WORD IN SEASON" 


Minnesota 


March 13, 1956 
aceite Committee, Synod of the Northwest 

Department of Devotional Booklets, ‘“The Word in Season’’ 

Minneapolis, 


Gentlemen: 


I have examined the balance sheet of the Devotional Booklet Department as of 
December 31, 1955, and the statements of income and surplus for the year then ended. 
The examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards 
applicable in the circumstances and it included such tests of the accounting records and 
other supporting evidence and such other procedures as were considered necessary. 

In my opinion, the accompanying balance sheet and related statements of income 
and surplus present fairly the position of the Booklet Department at December 31, 
1955, and * ecg results of its operations for the year, in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting es applied on a basis consistent with that of the preced- 
ing year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) R. A. STRAND, C.P.A. 

4213 Toledo Avenue 

St. Louis Park 

Minneapolis 16, Minnesota 
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| Comparative Operating Statements 
The number of booklets published in 1954 and 1955 is shown below together 


1954 

Sales to 
Published Augsburg 
1. Lee 473,200 65,040 
2 Pom 377,000 46,920 


Published 
463,200 
376,800 
377,300 

374,500 
373,600 
377,800 


2,343,200 


with the quantities resold to Augsburg Publishing House for their own account. 
1955— 


Sales to 
Augsburg 
57,350 
38,720 
31,272 
37,800 
39,600 
36,361. 


241,106 


The selling price of the booklets remained unchanged during the year. The booklets 


are priced as follows: 


United States Churches ............ 


Churches .......... 


United Lutheran Publication House........... 
Augsburg Publishing House ...... 


Bookshops 


BALANCE SHEET 


. $3.50 per hundred 
. $3.75 per hundred 
.$2.50 per hundred 
.$2.40 per hundred 
. $3.00 per hundred 
.$ .50 for 6 issues 


‘Total 


As of December 31, 1955 
Assets 
Current Assets: = 
Accounts Receivable—Booklets ............. ees 9,912.96 $21,671.11 
Inventories: 
Wrapping Supplies ..... 228.92 236.54 
Fixed Assets: 
Less Reserve for Depreciation...... 671.97. 974.05 
| LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities: | 
Augsburg Publishing House Credit....... a (1.34) $ 1,091.16 
Worth Account: | 
Net Profit for the Year......... 8,871.08 
$24,790.54 
Lee co Seeded. ... (3,000.00) $21,790.54 
$22,881.70 
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CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
| For the Year 1955 


Balance-—December 31, 1954.................... $11,013.67 
Sales—Booklets—Augsburg Publishing House... 6,209.04 
Sales—Stamps and Wrapping Supplies............ 745.43 
Checks Redeposited and Premium on Canadian Checks =—s-_:14..75 $75,312.87 
: $86,326.54 
Disbursements: | 
795.08 
Social Security Tax ....... 132.50 | 
Balance on Hand December 31, 1955........... $11,758.15 


H. A. BURMEISTER 
J. H. DRESSLER 


Dr. George B. McCreary presented the 
REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP SECRETARY 


Between May 1, 1955, and May 1, 1956, your Stewardship Secretary traveled 
about 75,000 miles by train, car and airplane, and carried on his ministry in the fol- 
lowing manner: 

Editing the Synodical Bulletin which now runs 53,425 copies. 

Preached 67 sermons in congregations of Synod and spoke in 32 Sunday Schools. 

“: Taught classes in Stewardship and Evangelism in Noein renin Lutheran Theological 
minary. | 

Served as a member of the synodical budget committee. 

Served as a member of the seminary board. 

Handled the production details of the 35mm. stewardship slides which were pro- 
duced for the use of our congregations. 

Produced material for Synod’s Loyalty Sunday program in which 109 of our con- 
gregations took part. 

Conducted courses in 3 camp schools. 

Delivered 26 addresses. 

Attended 73 meetings. 

Administered the Lord’s edes at 6 services. i 

2 babies. | 
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Attended Western, Central and Wisconsin conferences. 
Attended Wisconsin and Central pre-Lenten retreats. . 
Conducted 17 stewardship workshops. 
Conducted 2 lay Evangelism visitations. 
_ Spoke at 3 anniversary services. 
Served as a member of the ULCA Hoard of Social Missions. 
Helped promote ‘The Lutheran’’ in the Synod of the Northwest. 
Visited throughout Synod to promote Lutheran World Action. 
Served on the seminary convocation committee. 
Attended Stewardship conventions in Chicago, St. Louis and Springfield. 
ss Conducted a workshop in the Pacific Synod to help prepare pastors to use Grace 
iving | 
3 Served Holy Cross Church at Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin for 5 weeks. following 
the resignation of Pastor John H. 
Took part in | retreat. 
- Conducted 6 council meetings. 
Participated in 3 youth panels. 
Conducted 5 congregational meetings. 
Served on the Committee of Assignment of Speakers for the 1957 Lutheran World 
Federation Committee in Minneapolis. 


Served St. John’s Church, Elkhorn, Wisconsin, daniag Holy Week, 1956. 


Respectfully 
(Signed) GEORGE B. McCREARY 


On motion the report was adopted. 

Time for the special order having arrived, the President called upon 
the Rev. Samuel Kidd, who addressed the convention on the subject of 

“Corporate Stewardship.”’ 

The president acknowledged the presence of the following visitors: 

The Rev. Luther Theiman, a pastor of the Missouri Synod, and 
the Rev. Merrill E. Boulton, former secretary of the Northwest 5 asa 
and now a member of the [Illinois Synod. | 


Secretary Lundquist presented the 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


- Your Executive Committee held four regular meetings durin “4 the year, as required 
by the Constitution of Synod: On August 22 and November 25, 1955, and on April 
17 and May 14, 1956. 

In addition, it held a special meeting on tienes 25, 1956, on the eve of the 
special convention of Synod, to prepare the agenda and certain resolutions pertaining | 
to the matters to be brought before that special convention. Those resolutions will be 
found in the minutes of the special convention, which have been mailed to every pastor 
and congregation. | 

This report is a summary of actions taken at the August 22 and November 25 
- meetings. Actions taken at the April 17 and May 14 meetings will appear in a sepele: 
mental report. 

At the regular meetings of the Executive Committee, in addition to the usual routine 
‘matters which occupied its attention, your committee took the following actions: 


On August 22, 1955: 


Called the Rev. Howard Rice to organize a oumendien on the east side of Madi- 
Wisconsin; 


: ned Synodical Missionary Robert L. Bartsch to develop the field at Forrest 
Home _ Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 
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aes Synodical Missionary Merle Franke to develop the field at West Hopkins, 


Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
Called the Rev. Michael Furney to organize a congregation in the eastern part of 
Golden Valley, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 


Directed all mission developers to send monthly reports to Synodical Missionary in 


Charge of Survey, Dwight Shelhart, for editing and transmittal to members of this 
committee; 

Granted car allowance of $25 monthly, for one year, to Mt. Olivet congregation, 
Medicine Lake, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 

Authorized Committee No. 2 and Missionary Shelhart to confer with Atonement 
Church, Racine, Wisconsin, with a view to the establishment of the group at Mygatt’ s 
Corners as a separate congregation; 

Adopted the following resolution concerning a fund counsellor: 

“Whereas, the Synod has authorized the executive committee to engage a full-time 
fund counsellor, and 
“Whereas, the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship is a recognized 
agency of the United Lutheran Church in America, and 
“Whereas, one of its functions is the selection, training and supervision of fund 
counsellors, and 
“Whereas the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement, for the sake of uniformity in 
procedure, has offered to cooperate with the synod in such an arrangement, 
““Therefore, be it resolved that the officers of synod be authorized to employ a 
fund counsellor, to be selected, trained. and supervised by the Lutheran Laymen’s 


Movement, to work in this synod exclusively, so long as there is a demand for 


his services.’ 
_ Authorized the treasurer to pay to Mr. George P. Crist, Jr., for the temporary 


support of his family, the sum of $500; 


Instructed Mr. George P. Crist to move from the Bethlehem, Durham, Wisconsin, 


parish by October 1, 1955; 
Directed the Stewardship Committee to inform all congregations of Synod that the 


procedure of combining benevolence, current and building fund in one pledge, alloca- — 


tions from which would be voted by the congregation or the church council, or a 
committee, is contrary to the stewardship principle recommended by the Synod of 
the Northwest; 

Approved the plan submitted by the Lutheran Welfare Society of Minnesota for 
the solicitation of the congregations of our synod in the State of Minnesota in behalf 
of its 50th anniversary financial appeal; 

Called the Rev. Louis Ulrich to be a Lutheran campus pastor at the University of 
North Dakota, Grand Forks; 

i. Authorized the stewardship secretary to purchase 4 prints of the ‘Martin Luther” 
m; 

Authorized the treasurer to pay certain outstanding bills for Cross of Christ Church, 

St. Louis Park, Minnesota, from the Home Missions Sponsors Fund. 


On Nevimber 25, 1955: 


Instructed Synodical Missionary Dwight Shelhart to beni charge of the Mt. Pediat 

section of the congregation of Atonement, Racine, Wisconsin, and to conduct a survey 
to determine the advisability of _ establishing a separate congregation at Mygatt’s 
Corners; 

Authorized the treasurer to Natio up to $55,000 to be used as needed in home 
mission temporary financing; 

Authorized the officers of synod to effect the sale of the property formerly used 
by the congregation of Resurrection Church, St. Cloud, Minnesota, to the St. Cloud 
Public Schools for the sum of $8,000; 

Authorized the officers of synod to issue a call to a - ualified man to devel = 
field and organize a congregation in the northwest section of Billings, Montana. ( 
after, the call was extended to the Rev. Ralph Sandgren, who accepted it.) 


Authorized temporary loans to St. Stephen’s Church, Sunrise Park, Minnesota, for 


the building of a house-chapel; 
Authorized Committee No. 1 to make arrangements for the purchase of property 
= the congregation being organized by Missionary Franke in West Hopkins, Minne- 


eaieeiebd the purchase of a site and the erection of a house-chapel for the con- 
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gregation being organized by Missionary Bartsch at Forrest Home Avenue, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin ; 

Authorized Committee No. 2 to make arrangements for purchase of property and 
erection of a house-charel for the congregation being organized by Pastor Howard 
Rice at East Madison, Wisconsin; 

Resolved that it had no power, under the constitution to appoint a new trial com- 
mittee or to order a new trial in the case of the Rev. John Gerberding (this resolu- 
tion being by way of reply to a certain petition and to a resolution of the Wisconsin 
Conference) ; 

Invited the Rev. Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., to represent the United Lutheran Church 
at the 1956 convention of Synod; 

Authorized the reimbursement of travel expenses (within certain limits) for pastors 
who attend the Evangelism Workshop at Minneapolis on January 23; 

Terminated salary aid to St. John’s Church, Stacy, Minnesota, effective not later 
than April 1, 1956; © 


Authorized the officers to solicit requests for the calling of a special convention 


of Synod on January 26, 1956, for the purpose of dealing specifically with the con- 


gregation of Gethsemane Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and also to act on reports 


of all trial committees; 
Directed the conference officers to counsel with certain congregations which are 
known to be low in salary payments to their pastor. 


Recommendations: 
Your Committee recommends to the Synod.the approval of the following principles 


to be followed in providing temporary financing for Home Mission properties (these 


1955) been adopted by the Executive at its meeting on Novem- 


. That Synod provide meeting places only when it is absolutely necessary ‘in each 


field. 


2. That buildings to be erected be restricted to house-chapel or equivalent with 
Board of American Missions approval. } | 


3. That church sites be acquired after services have been begun. 
_ 4. That parsonages be included only when necessary. 
5. That upon formal organization the congregation wer be sed to satieaes 


_ through the Board of American Missions. 


6. That the property be sold to the congregation upon its written uest, made 
within one year after its organization, at a discount of not to exceed 25 per cent, 
on a sum not to exceed $24,000 invested by the synod in such property; further, 
that congregations now in existence, which already have obtained such assistance from 
ise shall eunechd hereunder if application is made not later than December a, 

Respectfully ‘submitted, 


GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, Secretary 


By common consent the recommendations were considered separately. 
Action was as follows: 
Recommendation No. 1: Amended to read: “That Synod provide a 


meeting place only when it is absolutely necessary in a field.”. On 


motion, adopted as amended. 
Recommendations No. 2 and No. 3: On motion, stricken. 
Recommendations No. 4, No. 5, and No. 6: On separate motions, 


adopted. 
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The Secretary the 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The following supplemental report of the Executive Committee includes a summary 
of actions taken at the regular meetings on April 17 and May 14, s77G, as well 
as certain recommendations deriving therefrom: 


On April 17, 1956: 


Adopted a resolution that the Parish Biecative Committee has the consent of the 
Executive Committee to solicit the Sunday schools of our congregations for $10 per 
year for the next three years, to be used in building and maintaining a lending library 
for audio-visual aids; 

Authorized the purchase of a site and construction of a house-chapel in the North- 
west Billings, Montana, field; | 

Authorized the purchase of a two-acre site for the new Valley of Peace Church in 
Golden Valley, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 

Ratified the actions of Committee No. | in effecting the purchase of a five-acre site 
and erection of a house-chapel for the congregation of St. Paul’s, Hopkins, Minnesota; 

Adopted a resolution that, upon application by the congregation and in view of 
similar loans made to other congregations, Nativity Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
be approved for mission status for the purpose of securing church extension aid: 

Extended a call to John Peterson, Northwestern Seminary 1956 graduate, to serve 
as a chaplain in the United States Army; | 

Granted synodical salary aid to Faith Church, South Beloit, for a gat of four 
years; 

Adopted the following resolution: 

‘““Whereas the National Lutheran Council is arranging a Lutheran World Action 
Study Tour of Europe for a 30-day period in the summer of 1956, at a cost of 


$805; and whereas preference on this tour is given to synodical directors for Lutheran 


World Action; and whereas we believe the whole synod would benefit by having its 
synodical LWA director participate in this study tour, ‘in order to bring back to us 
first-hand information on the work of LWA in Europe; therefore, be it resolved, 


- that we make it possible for stewardship secretary George McCreary :to take this oor 


tour, if he so desires, by underwriting the cost to the extent of $950.” 


On May 1956: 


Received information from the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship, 
that Mr. Harald H. Hendrichsen of First United Lutheran Church, Sheboygan, Wis., 


has been selected to be trained in Christian stewardship procedures of capital fund 


raising for service in the Synod of the Northwest; that he is now being trained and 
will be ready to serve the churches of our Synod early in the fall = 1956; that 
from time to time, however, in the interests of the Synod, the Lutheran Laymen’s 
Movement Fund Raising service, and the further development of the director himself, 
he will be assigned temporarily to other territories and replaced by another experi- 
enced man; that all requests for his services should be sent through the synodical office 
to the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement office in New York, which will handle his 
schedule, etc. 

Received a request from the Department of Worship of the United Lutheran 
Church in bes that a committee of worship be appointed to help introduce 
the new hymnal and service book to the con regations Synod and took action to 
assign this responsibility to the Committee on Youth and Christian Education. 

Your committee recommends to the Synod the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions: 

1. That $6,375.00 of current expense funds in each of the years 1956 and 
1957 be allocated for local expenses of the Lutheran World Federation Assembly in 
Minneapolis in August, 1957. 

2. That the year 1958 be declared and celebrated as Parish Education Year by 
the Synod of the Northwest. 

3. That until the next annual convention of Synod the officers of Synod 
be empowered to borrow not to exceed the sum of $30, 000. 00 over and above the 
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constitutional limitation of $60,000.00 which they are already authorized to borrow 
under Article VI, Section 6, of the constitution, for the purpose of temporary financing 
for home mission development. 

Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, eines 
y On separate motions, the three recommendations were adopted. 


second supplemental report of the Executive Committee. concerning Chiabibidibiee 
Church, Milwaukee, was presented at the Thursday morning session. ) 
Pastor Frederick Marks presented Item A of the Report of the Committee on Con- 
stitution. By common consent each proposed amendment to the constitution of the 
-.United Lutheran Church in America was considered separately. On separate motions, 
each of the following amendments was ratified: Article V, Section 1; Article VII, 
Section 1; Article IX, Section 1: Article IX, Section 2; Article IX, Section 3; Article 
IX, Section 4; Article XI, Section 1; Article XI, Section 2; and Article XI, Section 3. 
: (The rest of the Report of the Committee on Constitution was subsequently acted 
upon at the Thursday afternoon session.) 


A The time for special order having arrived, the president introduced Dr. Franklin — 


Clark Fry, president7of the United Lutheran Church in America, who addressed the 
convention on the work of the church-at-large. 


| The convention adjourned for lunch at 12: 25 p.m., ‘teed prayer 
led by Pastor Samuel Roth. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
PENTECOST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
May 16, 1956, 2:00 p.m. 


Pastor Webster H. Clement conducted a memorial service to honor the memory of 
the Rev. Marlin G. Evenson, who had entered into Life Eternal during the past year. 
Following the memorial service Dr. Bishop called the convention to order. 
| The president called upon Pastor Howard Rice to introduce Mr. A. O. Hanke, 
secretary of the Board of Directors of Carthage College. Mr. Hanke presented an oral 
report from the Board. On motion the report, including the following recommenda- 
tion, was adopted: 

“That the board of trustees of Carthage College, based on the amendment it 
adopted at its mid-winter meeting in Chicago, recommends that the English Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest approve of the inclusion of south- 
east Wisconsin in the area to be surveyed for sites in case relocation of the college 
should prove to be desirable and feasible.’’ 


(After the convention, the following written report was received, and is printed 
herewith as a matter of information. ) 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE CARTHAGE 
COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Board Meeting June 4, 1956. 


hi ‘lait schioel year draws to an end and a backward look is possible, it seems 
to have been a year of several marked characteristics. There has been a considerable 
increase in income from various sources, which has been most heartening, and cer- 
tainly sorely needed in the various places to which this added income has been applied. 
This has been an unusual year in the contributions of alumni to their alumni fund. 
Up until this year, Carthage could only hang its head in shame in reporting the small 
amounts which its alumni contributed each year. We ranked among the lowest in the 
country in this respect. Bringing Pastor Schneider to the office of Executive Secretary 
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of the Alumni Association proved to be a great blessing to the institution. As a 
result of his organizing ability and various other talents, the fund this year will 
probably be close to $9,000. This compares with $1,200 the first year of my 
presidency and a peak of about $3,000 the next two years, when one excludes the 
gift of a non-alumni of $2,000 given two years ago. By reaching up to the $9,000 
level, our fund becomes respectable and puts us in a class where we are not as apt 
to suffer from the practice of some corporations who give only to colleges where 
alumni show proper appreciation for their alma mater in a tangible way by generous 
giving each year. Unfortunately, we are losing Pastor Schneider after this one year 
of helpfulness, but he has laid the ground work on which his successor can well con- 
tinue an effective program of fund raising and development of interest among the 


alumni. 


Contributions to the Century Club rose to a new high during the present adminis- 
tration’s experience by reaching the figure of $2,600. It should not be difficult to 
extend this membership to the point where $5,000 or $6,000 is received annually, but 
it will take the cultivation of many individuals through the help of board members. 

Income from the Associated Colleges of Illinois is increasing steadily also, and this 
office is more optimistic than at any time in the past as to the annual receipts that can 
be realized through this source. Carthage is especially fortunate to be able to partici- 
pate in this program, since we do not have industry in our own community from 
which to solicit large annual gifts. By means of the Associated Colleges of Illinois, 
nearly two hundred industries are contributing to the college, since we share with 
the other 22 colleges in the division of receipts. 

In addition to increasing financial strength the past year gives evidence of continued 
growth in the academic field. It is already common knowledge that two of our pro- 
_fessors have been singled out to receive the highest awards attainable for graduate 
study. Miss Protheroe was the recipient of a Danforth Fellowship, after hundreds 
of others who applied had been eliminated, and Professor Olson received an even 
greater fellowship award, and will be a student at Northwestern University next 
year, to earn his doctorate. 

The area of student relations is always a matter of concern at any college, and 
Carthage is no exception. There has been somewhat of an increase in problem cases 
among our student body this past year. Even so, the general attitude on the campus 
is a very healthy one, and at this point I am inclined to be more optimistic than other- 
wise as to the progress that has been made and prospects for the future. It seems that 
student government was inaugurated before the students were properly trained and 
made ready for it. As a result, we have been paying certain penalties, but next year. 
it is expected that student government will come into its own, and groundwork 
has been laid during the past months, which we believe will help to guarantee a very 
efficient system. 
| Having attended two of the synods to report for Carthage College, it is possible 

to state that on the basis of personal experience, plus information given to me by 
those who represented the college in other two synods, reception was very fine. There 
is a good attitude toward the college on the part of the constituency, and a willing- 
ness in the four synods to support and encourage our program of Christian higher 
education. In the matter of increased financial support, however, the college did not 
come near to meeting expectations. We requested $5,000 annually additional from the 
Illinois Synod, and this additional gift was refused. We asked the Wartburg Synod 
mot to continue lowering the percent of its benevolence budget for Carthage College, 
but to restore us to the original 25 per cent, and this request likewise, was refused. 
with the result that Carthage is now in that synod’s budget for 23 per cent of its 
benevolent allotment. The lowa Synod was asked to increase its appropriation, and 
did so in a figure that does not quite reach $200. A year's effort in the Northwest 
_ Synod resulted in an increase of $10,500. This increase was greatly appreciated, but 
is less than one-third of the amount we not only asked for. but felt we actually 
needed. 

You will recall that the budget submitted in January was based on an anticipated 
deficit of nearly $30,000. The increase from the Northwest Synod reduces this to 
about $20,000. If the enrollment this fall should reach nearly 500, and the drop 
out at the end of the first semester should be small enough that the over-all enroll- 
ment of the year is an average of 475, we can belance our budget. Falling short of 
this figure, we will have to anticipate a deficit, unless we recall that the budget had 
a $10,000 additional payment on debt and we could reduce that payment accordingly. 
Unfortunately, our synods still are not —s the $2 per communing mem - 
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ber, with the exception of the Illinois Synod, which must be reached if the college is — 
to be on a really strong financial foundation. I point the board’s attention to the fact 
that it must have as its continuing program the proper contact with the synods to 


aitain this 2 dollar per communicant goal as a minimum. The near future carries the 


imperative demand tor many additional buildings, as well as to reduce our indebted- 
ness. Furthermore, our endowment is only half what it should be. Though our 


financial situation has markedly improved in the last five years and we are continually 


operating in the black, we are desperately in need of large sums of money. To hold 
our faculty, it will be necessary to increase faculty salaries regularly over the next 
several years. For that reason, | am proposing, after much serious deliberation, that 
a year from this coming September, the tuition rate at Carthage College be increased 
$100 to the figure of $570 per year for tuition and fees. In this connection it should 


‘be interesting to note what the other colleges are doing this coming September when 


our own charge for tuition and fees remains at the $470 level. Thiel College is charg- 
ing $600. Wittenberg is raising $50 to the figure of $650. At Grinnell, it will be 
$750. At Cornell College in lowa, $740. At Coe College, $650. Parsons is raising 
$50 to a total of $400 for tuition, plus $80 for fees. lowa Wesleyan will be charging 
$462 this coming year. Luther College, $500. Wartburg, $460. All colleges are now 
turning toward increased tuition, as one way out of their financial dilemma, and | 
feel that Carthage can well afford to advance this $100 by a year from this coming 
September. This would provide us with approximately $25,000 for additions to the 
faculty and increased faculty salaries, giving us the other $25,000 for other neces- 
sities and debt reduction. The following year we would probably have to assume 
the entire $50,000 increase for additional faculty expansion and continued increase 
in salaries. This would contemplate for the school year 1958-59 a peak salary for a 
Carthage professor of $6,000, with an average salary of about $5,100. This is the 
bare minimum at which we can operate and hope to retain a sound fadulty. 

At a previous board meeting thought was given to normal increases in the charge 
for room rent at the college, but rent in Collegeville, the apartments for married 
students, was not included. We therefore request authority for an increase of $2.50 
per month per apartment in Collegeville, beginning with the next school year. 

This coming fall, there will be an increase of one per cent in the number of young 
people reaching college age. Carthage has been hoping for a 10 per cent increase in 
enrollment. Up until the present time, our applications, both in process and com- 
pleted, have been running at a rate of 10 per cent ahead of the year past. We must 
have this degree of increase in order to meet our budget. The attention of all board 
members is called to the fact that your cooperation in directing good students toward 
Carthage College is a means of considerable help to the institution, not only financially, 
but academically as well. | : 

_ With an increase in tuition, study should be given to our whole scholarship pro- 
gram. It has not looked too well for Carthage College to claim that students must 


_ finish high school in the upper half of their class in order to enroll, and yet at the 


same time we offer every Lutheran who is eligible for enrollment a scholarship for $40 
per semester throughout his college career. At Wittenberg College, ever since their pro- 
gram was inaugurated some 15 years ago, it has been necessary for a student to grad- 
uate in the upper one-third of his high school class in order to qualify for a scholar- 


_ ship as a Lutheran at that college. Discussion has been held with our recruiting staff 


and others, leading us to recommend that at the same time the tuition is raised, the 
following change ought to go into effect. First, that children of Lutheran pastors 
should receive a discount of $285 on the year, or $142.50 per semester. It is believed 
that pastors’ children are key recruiters in bringing others of the graduating class to 
their church college, and we believe that the policy of giving a discount at this point 
is commendable for other reasons also. In addition, it is recommended that the Lu- 


theran scholarship be granted only to those Lutherans who finish high school in the 


upper one-third of their class, and that the grant be $75 per semester the first year, 
$50 per semester in succeeding years; that any semester in which a student fails to main- 
ra that he should not be granted this scholarship award 
for the succeeding semester. Another policy that seems to need revision is that con- 
cerned with the granting high scholarship awards to those who graduate first and 
second in their class, or within the upper 10 per cent. It is recommended that the 


yhigh honor scholarships now amounting to $200 per year, and awarded to the two 
(top students in each high school graduating class be raised to $250. It should be 


noted that in high schools having more than 200 graduating seniors, as many as four 
of these scholarships may be awarded. It is felt that this scholarship should be renew- 
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able, hereafter, only to those students ranking in the upper 10 per cent of their college 
class. Heretofore, it has been necessary to rank first or second to retain the scholarship. 
In regard to what is called the honor scholarship, now amounting to $100 and 
awarded to students who are in the upper 10 per cent of their high school class, 
renewable in succeeding years if they remain in the upper 10 per cent of their college 
class, it is recommended that this award be increased to $150 per year, with the same 
stipulation as is now in effect that they must remain in the upper 10 per cent of their 
college class for this to be renewable. 

_ This has been a good year in the sudden revival of annuities. There is an increasing 
interest in the sale, and as they represent a tremendous potential for the endow- 
ment fund, it is hoped that this interest will not only continue but will be productive 


in the way of additions to the endowment fund. In this regard, however. it should . 


be reported that some minor changes in our annuity rates ought to be made, on the 
basis of figures presented by the actuaries of the association of charities engaged in 
selling annuities. The figures are not on hand at the present moment, but it would be 
well to grant permission to the president and business manager of the college to make 
these changes, when those figures are presented to us. They will, of course, affect 
only the sale of annuities taking place after the new table has been printed. | 

Rather than to take the time in this printed report, I should like to address the 


board for a brief period of time on the matter of adding to our administrative staff 
a person whose primary interest would be fund raising. Having felt for a long time 


that it was foolish for small colleges to have such a member on their staff, my think- 
ing has been completely changed in the last 18 months, and | should like to present 
a plan for the consideration of the board. It is based, however, not upon launching 
a plan so much as finding the key person who can render the job that is required by 


Carthage. 
[n the matter of the board campaign to secure $41,000 for our endowment fund 


- by Commencement time, I am both discouraged and enheartened. The discouragement 


comes from the fact that there seems to have been complete inactivity on the part 
of a number of our board members. The encouragement lies in the fact that the faith- 


ful few, plus others who have added their efforts have produced a considerable sum 


of money. This past year has seen greater additions to our endowment fund than for 
any year in the memory of those long associated with the administration. There will 


be a last minute verbal report on the result of this campaign at the board meeting, 


and it is possible that the sum will be greater than anticipated. At any rate, it will 
be enough that it will represent a fine addition to our endowment fund. Here is one 
of the subjects which must be given primary consideration by our centennial com- 
mittee in order to do everything possible to raise our endowment resources to the 
$2,000,000 figure by 1970. | : | | 

In late spring, a contact was made with the college on the part of the summer | 
theatre group at Spirit Lake, joining Okoboji, in northern Iowa. Final ratification 
of the contract is pending at the moment, but it looks as though the contract will 
be accepted by both parties. This will mean that the Carthage College Dramatics De- 
partment, which has made an outstanding record, will increase the reputation of the 
college by presenting a series of eight plays over a 2-month period of the summer 
before thousands of people, with publicity reaching out over all of the northern part | 
of the state of Iowa, as well as southern Minnesota. _ | | 
The faculty recommends to the board that three honorary degrees be granted at a 
special honors convocation in the fall. This is in line with thoughts which were pre- 
sented at an earlier board meeting. The three presented are as follows: Dr. Ralph 
Dorner is proposed for a Doctor of Science degree. He is a Carthage graduate who 
has distinguished himself in medicine and is a specialist in the field of chest surgery 
and surgery of the heart. His reputation already is such that he has been written up 
in national journals and gives evidence of becoming one of the most distinguished 
alumni the college has ever had. Pastor Amos G. Streich of Milwaukee, Wisconsin is 
proposed for a Doctor of Divinity degree. Pastor of a large and significant congre- 
gation in Milwaukee, he has been active in many church activities, outstanding of | 
which is his presidency of the Wisconsin conference of the Northwest Synod. He has 


been helpful to the college in special ways, including sizable gifts from the special 


benevolences of his congregation. His name was proposed to the faculty committee 
by several sources, attesting to his personal qualities and leadership ability. A third 
individual is being suggested to the faculty in the name of Robert Frost for the Doctor 
of Literature degree. The purpose in awarding him a degiee this fall is his advanced 
age, which makes it seem  & if the degree is to be offered, it should be offered soon. 
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He is now in about his 80th year. Rithert Frost is a former student of Dartmouth, 
Harvard, and Amherst Colleges. He is the distinguished poet, world renowned for 
his writings and is a former professor of English at Amherst College. He has pub- 


lished numerous books, is the winner of many medals, and outstanding awards for — 
his poetry. The faculty further offers the name of Governor Leader of Pennsylvania 


for the Doctor of Laws degree to be granted not this coming fall, but at Commence- 
ment a year from now. The thought is that if the board would approve of this degree, 
he would prove an able Commencement speaker, and should be contacted early. 

_ Tam pleased for the fifth time to welcome you to the campus for our annual June 


board meeting. Your fellowship and many contributions of time and talent are the 
chief cause for the continued advance of Carthage College. Our chief concern always, 
rising above the consideration of the material and financial, or academic, advance of 
_the college, must be the spiritual strength of the institution, and the effectiveness with 


which Carthage College iS promoting the growth of faith among the young people 
in our midst. 
Sincerely: 


(Signed ) i. HAROLD H. LENTZ, President 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF 
CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


As of April 30, 1956 


To the Board of Wisin: 


As of the above date three-fourths of the current fiscal year had nihed. Below we 
have set forth a comparison with the previous year and the budget for the current 
year. This presents a picture of the situation at this time. =i ae 


CURRENT FUND 


~ ‘It will be observed that the estimated deficit at this date is comparable to the estimated 
deficit of the previous year. In the previous year the college: was able to balance the 
budget by the close of the fiscal year. 


BUDGET COMPARISON 


— 


Educational and General 
INCOME | 1954-55 Actual Budget 1955-56 1955-56 Actual 3 
Gifts and Grants ..... 159,555.52 451,623.17 
4,681.43 11,333.28 4,277.24 
| $296,218.56 $348,488.72 $339,312.99 
EXPENSES | 
General and Administrative... ... $ 97,433.89 $ 95,113.76 $ 98,779.29 
Plant and General ...... 2. GZ 56,946.64 66,220.55 
....<........ 9,874.21 35,835.52 18,886.19 
$326,132.61 $348,371.44 $353,442.36 
Net Income—Educ. and Gen.... .—$29,914.05 $ 117.28 —$14,129.37 | 
Surplus of Auxiliary Enterprises. . 12,713.05 25,436.52: 8,341.39 
— $17,201.00 $25,247.80 —$5,787.98 
Aux. Enterprises Equip. ......... | 23,972.26 
| $29,760.24 
Equipment purchases over and 
above similar purchases in 
1954-55. There were for Plant | 
.—$18,983.48 —$17,348.39 
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LOAN FUND | 


Loans to students from the college loan funds have changed very inthe in volume 


from the previous year. 
ENDOWMENT FUND 


Since the mid-year meeting of the Board of Trustees Endowment Fund cash totaling 
$29,833.30 has been invested in U. S. Treasury bills of 91 day maturity. Because of 
the relatively high price of good stocks and a tendency on the part of interest rates to 
strengthen institutional investors have temporarily been purchasing liquid securities 
in order to keep reserve. 

The one Iowa farm is subject to a loan that could not be liquidated except on 
an annual basis without a premium. The sum of $2,880,00 was paid on this loan_ 
March 1, 1956. The expectation is to pay the balance next year. 

Additions to the Endowment Fund since July 31, 1955, total $36,641.94. Of this 
amount, $27,436.44 was gain over the book value of the Texas land and the German 
bonds; $3,000.00 was received from estates; $6,205.50 was gifts to the Endowment 
Fund. Annuities added totaled $1,500.00. | 


PLANT FUND 


The residence east of the Chapel Mildred B. Mitchell Music Hall unexpectedly 
came on the market. Since the location of the lot seemed strategic to the campus the 
committee was contacted and purchase advised. The purchase price was $6,250.00; 
the college assumed taxes in the amount of $52.88 and the cost of the abstract. It 
is the plan to rent the property to faculty members. 

The annual review of insurance to value of buildings and equipment was completed. 
Since replacement costs have advanced from the time of the last review approximately 
five per cent, it is the plan to increase to that extent beginning with the next fiscal 
year August 1, 1956. No unusual repairs or replacements are anticipated to existing 


buildings and equipment. 
An addition to the Pow-Wow was presented to the Board of Trustees at the mid- 


year Board meeting. An addition 28x40 similar in type and construction to the present 

building and equipped in line with the present building would cost in the neighbor- 
hood of $5,000.00. If this building is to be constructed, provision should be made for 
the funds to cover the construction of the same. _ 


ALUMNI FUND 


The p Reee Fund as of April 30, 1956, totaled $13, 314.60. Of this amount, 
$7,291.74 was received this fiscal year to siesmnas 30. This is a fine showing compared 
to any previous period. 
Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) WM. C. KRAUSS, Treasurer 


Pastor Paul L. Roth presented the 


REPORT OF THE COLLEGE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 


By action of the synodical convention of May, 1954, a Committee was appointed 
“to plan for (1) the establishment of a Lutheran College of liberal arts in or near 
the State of Wisconsin and (2) as an alternative any proposal for the relocation of 
Carthage College in or near the Soot of Wisconsin’ . . . and “‘to report at the next 
meeting of Synod, May, 1955, on financial possibilities, site, and any other desirable 
items.’ 

At the synodical convention of May, 1955, the College Planning Committee reported 
the progress of its planning in accordance with its instructions, and recommended to 
the synod for its adoption a resolution by the Board of Trustees of Carthage College 
in which the approval of the four supporting synods was sought for the relocation 
of Carthage College in northern Illinois. The Northwest Synod adopted the resolution, 
also requesting that ‘‘careful consideration’’ be given to the possibility of moving 
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Carthage into southeastern Wisconsin. No further instructions were given to the 
College Planning Committee of our Synod at this time. 

At the request of President Bishop the College Planning Committee combed to 
meet during 1955 and 1956. It has continued a liaison with the Carthage College 
Board in an endeavor to advance the cause of “‘relocation.’’ It has continued to explore 
the possibilities of financial support for such an eventuality. It has continued to investi- 
gate possible sites for a relocated Carthage College. Several promising sites in and 
around the city of Milwaukee are at present being considered. 

Since the last regular convention of the Northwest Synod, the Board of Carthage 
College and its special committees have also been active. Meetings with the leaders 
of various communities have been held to explore the possibilities of relocating Carthage 
in their particular cities. As far as we know, nothing concrete has come out of this. 


Likely avenues for the sale of the present campus have been reviewed, and there is 


nothing new to report on this. A meeting with the Presidents of the four synods 


concerned, held in September, resulted in the acceptance by all of a triangle marked 


by Milwaukee, Rockford, and Chicago as the area to be considered for the relocation. 
After having obtained from a top legal authority the opinion that Carthage could 
be moved to Wisconsin without suffering great financial loss, the Carthage Board voted 
to present a motion to the 1956 conventions of the lowa, Wartburg, and [Illinois 


synods making it possible for Carthage to be moved to southeast Wisconsin if this - 


o should prove most desirable. Previous action of our synod already makes this 
_ possible. 

It is the opinion of this College Planning Committee that the majority of those 
concerned now regard as highly favorable the idea of moving Carthage College into 
southeastern Wisconsin. It is our further opinion that our synod has been confronted 
with a great opportunity in answer to our heartfelt desire for a Lutheran Liberal Arts 
College accessible to our constituency. [The committee feels that the advantage of 
moving an accredited college intact, with faculty and library, etc., as over against 
the monumental task of establishing a completely new school cannot be overempha- 
sized. We feel that the synod should do everything in its power to bring about the 
relocation of Carthage College to the mutual advantage of all those who —— her, 
and all whom she serves. 


In the light of the foregoing, we would recommend: | 
1. That the Executive Committee of Synod be authorized to obtain, by option or 


purchase, a suitable site in southeastern Wisconsin to be used either for a relocated | 


Carthage College or for the establishment of a Lutheran Liberal Arts College to be 
owned and operated by the Synod of the Northwest. 


2. That the Executive Committee be authorized to establish a college fund and to 
arrange at their discretion finances for implementing recommendation No. 1. 


3. That the Executive Committee be authorized to continue, and enlarge if nec- 
essary. the College Planning Committee so as to study further the possibilities of site, 
finances, relocation of Carthage College and any other desirable items, and to report 
to the annual meetings of synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 


PAUL: L. ROTH, Chairman 
College Planning Committee — 


He then called upon Pastor I. B. Kindem, who addressed the con- 
vention in behalf of the recommendations therein. 

On motion, Recommendation No. 1 was amended by inencting the 
words “‘in consultation with the prcper authorities of Carthage Col- 
lege’ after the word ‘“‘authorized”’ so that it reads as follows: 


“That the Executive Committee of Synod be authorized in con- | 


sultation with the proper authorities of Carthage College to obtain, 
by option or purchase, a suitable site in southeastern Wisconsin to be 
used either for a relocated Carthage College, or for the establishment 
of a Lutheran Liberal Arts College to be owned and operated by the 
Synod of the Northwest.” 

On motion, Recommendation No. : as amended, was adopted. 
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On separate motions, Recommendations No. 2 and No. 3. were 


adopted. 
On motion the report as a whole was adopted._ 


Mr. W. O. Helwig presented the 
REPORT OF BUDGET COMMITTEE 


_ Based on an anticipated Baden: of $820, 000, we respectfully recommend: 
1. That the following distribution of the receipts for the General Benevolence be 


made for the year 1956: Percentage 
Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary .................... 11.6 
United Lutheran Church in America .................... 59.0 
| | 100.0 
2. That Inner Missions be divided as follows: 
Lutheran Welfare 
Lutheran Welfare Society—North Dakota................. 4.0 
Lutheran Welfare Society——Wisconsin 
Lutheran Welfare Association—Montana........................ 3.0 
100.0 
3. That University Student Work be divided as follows: z 
40.0 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) REV. GEO. B. MCCREARY 
(Signed) REV. H. T. RASMUSSEN 
(Signed) W. O. HELWIG, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor L. Glenn Cloninger presented the 


REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE 


ZA Lest men should forget that Jesus said, ‘‘Go ye into all the world, and preach © 
the gospel to every creature,’’ the Foreign Mission Recisitines of Synod has laid upon 
the hearts of the pastors and people of Synod the needs of the various fields of the 
United Lutheran Church. 

Twenty-seven men and thirty-four women are urgently needed on the mission 
fields. Not only pastors and teachers are sought, but doctors, nurses, dieticians, a treas- 
urer, music teacher, mechanic, social worker, agriculturalist, and a hospital jduiaiats- 
tor. The appeal for these workers has been published in the Synodical Bulletin. 

The support of the Epiphany Appeal oe $85,000 for special work in Malaya | 
was urged by each member of the committee through articles in the Synodical Bulletin. 
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The committee urged the use of films, film strips, and special literature to bring this 
cause to the attention of our people. 

The 1955 Epiphany Appeal for Chapels in India totaled $ 74, 436 of which 
$6,458.86 was given by the Synod of the Northwest. In 1954 our total was 
$5,894.40. The 1956 statistics are not complete. 

The Phebe Hospital and the Nurses’ training school in Liberia will be the recipients 
of the funds to be gathered in the 1957 Epiphany Appeal. The erection of a 50 to 60 
bed hospital at a centrally located spot in the interior of Liberia is being planned. 

An itinerary for the Rev. Edwin Moll, D.D., of the Board of Foreign Missions, 
arranged for March 26 through April 15, 1956, enabled him to appear before 22 
groups in the Wisconsin Conference 


The Synodical United Lutheran Church Women support Miriam Treon Miller, = 


Liberia—$1800. The Church of the Redeemer, Milwaukee, supports Myrtle Onsrud, 
India—$ 1,800. 


pads: 


Rev. A. Moede (300) 
Rev. L. L’Heureux (300) 


Rev. Louis T. Bowers 


| 


Rev. Louis L’Heureux 
Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin ............ Bas ..... 2.22... ... 300 
Rev. Robert Law 


Grand Forks, North Dakota......... St. Mark's. 300 


Rev. Arnold P. Moede 
Rev. John Anderson 


Lindstrom, Minnesota ......... 300. 


| | Rev. Douglas Erickson 
| Rev. Paul L. Lewis 
Rev. Arnold P. Moede 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin .............. Mr. W. O. Helwig and Mr. Geo. S. 
Rev. Arnold P. Moede 
300 
Rev. Robert Law | 


300 


Rev. Arnold P. Moede 
Rev. Robert Law | 


Rev. Arnold P. Moede | a 


Rev. D. Erickson (1200) 

Rev. R. Zaudtke (600) 
Rev. Arnold P. Moede 


*Missionary has resigned and another is being chosen. 


The following sonarencnes and individuals are supporting missionaries on foreign - 
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54 | Milwaukee 
300 
Rev. L. L’Heureux | 
5 Rev. Ronald L. Zaudtke 
Rev. Arnold P. Moede | 
300 
Rev. Robert Law 
600 
Rev. A. Moede (300) 
Rev. R. Zaudtke (300) 
7 : Rev. A. Moede (300) | 
Rev. R. Zaudtke (300) 
Mound’s View, Minnesota ........... 300 
| Rev. John Anderson 
| Rev. Robert Law 
| Rev. Robert Law | 
Red Wing, Minnesota .............. 600 
| Rev. L. L’Heureux 
| Rev. Robert Law 
300 
Rev. Arnold P. Moede 
Rev. Ronald L. Zaudtke | | | 
300 
Rev. Paul L. Lewis | 
Rev. Ronald L. Zaudtke 
| Rev. Robert Law | 
Rev. John Anderson 
Rev. Ronald L. Zaudtke 
Rev. Ronald L. Zaudtke 
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin .......... gS 300 
Rev. Robert Law | 
Rev. John Anderson 
CO-PARTNER SUPPORT | 
Elkhorn, Wisconsin ................ 50 
Fargo, North Dakota ............. 200 
La Crosse, Wisconsin .............. 45 
120 
Lome Park ....... 200 
360 
200 
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Minneapolis, Minnesota ...... pu Holy Trinity and Mr. and Mrs. 

| Scheuerman ......... 100 
Holy T rimite 250 


Oshkosh, Wisconsin ............... 50 


Racine, Wisconsin... ...... Holy .... 50 
Red Wing, Minnesota ..... 200 


St. Lewis Park, Mimimesota ..... Wooddale—Mrs. Pearl Ahlstrom .. 


Wauwatosa, Wisconsin ........... Matthews 100 
West Bend, Wisconsin .............. 50 


The impressive total in dollars is $20,920. 
We commend these congregations and individuals and urge ockeli to alice a repre- 


_ sentative and support him on the field. 
submitted, 


L. GLENN CLONINGER, Chairman 
LLOYD ZAUDTKE 

MRS. W. S. CHANDLER 

MRS. CARL FAGERLIN 


Pastor Cloninger then called upon Dr. Franklin Clark Fry to address 
the convention on recent developments in our foreign fields. 


On motion the report was adopted. ° 


The meeting was adjourned at 4: 30 p.m., after prayer led by Pastor 
Richard Gaenslen. 


The three conferences then ‘iciihaia separately. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE 
PENTECOST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


16, 1956, 8:00 p.m. 


The Service of Ordination was held on Wednesday evening, uli: 16, 1956, at 
8 o'clock in Pentecost Lutheran Church. Pastor George L. Lundquist, secretary of 
Synod, was the liturgist. The sermon was preached by the Rev. Paul H. Roth, D.D.., 
on the theme, ‘“The Stewardship of the Gospel,’’ using as his text I Corinthians 4:1. 


- The secretary presented the candidates for ordination to the president of Synod, Dr. 
Paul E. Bishop, who ordained them. Pastor Lundquist administered the Sacrament of 


_Holy Communion to the ordinands. 


Those ordained were Roy V. Dorn, Carl L. Ipsen, Michas M. Ohnstad, Chandler 


F. Pauling, Gerald R. Peterson, John E. H. Peterson, Frederick W. Reinke, Donald P. 
Schneider, Donald F. Wandersee, and Donald B. West. 

In addition to the president and secretary of Synod, those who participated in the 
laying on of hands were Pastors J. F. Marlatte, D.D., William Niebling, Harvey W. 
Egler, A. C. M. Ahlen, Ph.D., J. J. Raun, Ph.D., Bryce W. Shoemaker, Ph.D., William 
H. Cooper, and Chaplain Helmut W. Reinke. | | 
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| THURSDAY MORNING SESSION | 
7 on ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
a May 17, 1956, 8:45 a.m. 


The Rev. Howard Knox ee the service. The Rev. G. Wm. Pceatler preached 
the sermon, using as his text Matthew 15:21-28. 

The President called the convention to order at 9:30 a.m. | 

Pastor J. W. Jacobson reported the following elections on the first ballot: 


Stewardship Committee, term expiring 4799 


Pastor William Downey 
Mr. Martin Beaumont 
Mr. Thomas Terry 


Committee on Y outh and Christian Education, term expiring 1959: 


Mrs. Martin Crusell 
Pastor John Shannon 
Miss Kay Sheriff 


Carthage College Board, term expiring 1958: 
Mr. Carl E. Olson 


noes of Directors of Northwestern Lutheran —_— Seminary, term 
The Rev. Paul L. Roth 


The Rev. H. N. Stoffel 
Dr. J. Klotsche 


Pastor C. T. Breest reported on the election of dilewates to the as’ convention 
of the United Lutheran Church in America: 


Clergy Lay 


Jonas H. Dressler, D.D. | | Henry Burmeister ° 
Paul L. Graf, D.D. Judge Ronold Dreschler 
Clarence B. Lund | Walter O. Helwig 
George L. Lundquist _ | _Dr. Joseph Hoffman 
George B. McCreary, D.D. Gerald A. Miller 
Harold T. Rasmussen, D.D. | Miss Jeannette Nielsen 
Amos G. Streich . | Elmer Scheuerman 
A. A. Zinck, D.D. | Theodore Stump 

S. F. Wilch | 


On motion it was resolved that the nominees who are not elected as delegates be 
alternates in the order of the number of votes received on the last ballot on which 
ga appear and recessively on ballots prior to the last until the complement 
is fu | 

The convention proceeded with the second ballot. 

Secretary Lundquist presented the minutes of Wednesday's sessions which were 
adopted as mimeographed. 

President Bishop suggested a special order for the second supplementary report of the 
Executive Committee, for the Constitution Committee's report, the report of the 
8 and the report of the Statistician. By common consent the special order was 
grant 
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1956 
Pastor Robert Anderson wil a oe Report of the 


COMMITTEE ON YOUTH AND CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 


Annual Report to Synod — 1956 


Parish Education is that part of church life which the Holy Spirit uses to fashion 
and preserve the believers of Christ .Jesus. Its importance can never be underestimated. 
An uneducated church is a very tenuous thing, on extremely thin footing with the 
future uncertain. The Church will not be able to withstand against an evil day if 
its members are not rooted and grounded in the faith provided for it by the Holy 
Spirit. An educated congregation will be a strong congregation with a vision of Christ 
that will inspire it to stand even if its pastor should desert the faith. With that in 
: mind the Committee on Youth and Christian Education has undertaken to strengthen 
the ‘‘right arm’’ of the congregations in our Synod by inspiring, educating and in 
general providing more efficient tools to proclaim the saving Gospel of Christ. 

It has been the firm belief of this committee that the work of the Parish Education 
Secretary will bog down very soon if he isn’t fortified by a strong Synodical com- 
mittee. The members of this committee are all appointed responsible portfolios to 
assist the executive secretary to do his work more efficiently. It has met three times 
during the past year in the office of the secretary to project its program; October 4, 5; © 
February 20, and April 30. The committee also serves as a liaison with the Board of |. 
Parish Education, United Lutheran Church in America, and has been in close contact 
with it. On February 20 it was our privilege to meet with Dr. S. White Rhyne, 
executive secretary of the Board of Parish Education. Pastor George Gerberding and 
Dr. Paul E. Bishop also met with the chairmen of Parish Education Committees 
and Synod Presidents of all ULCA Synods together with Board and Staff in January 
of this year, at Cincinnati. The chairman of the committee along with the executive 
_ secretary also represented our committee at the Midwest Regional Conference on Parish 

Education at Maywood Seminary in June of last year. 

The following phases of Parish Education have received the particular attention 
of the committee during the past year. 

1. Study of literature produced by ULCA Board of Parish Education and other 
agencies of the Church. Resolutions were forwarded to the board recommending some 
revisions in Vacation Church School materials; to the Luther League of America 
regarding te publication of an annual handbook to guide leagues; to the Board 
commending them on the excellency of the Weekday Church School materials; to 
Muhlenberg Press relaying the many complaints coming to us regarding materials not 
arriving on time, poor billing, etc. It also made a study of materials being used by 
the congregations of our Synod in its Church Schools and discovered some widespread 
_ use of non-Lutheran materials. While it is not of such proportions to be alarming 

yet it was felt that closer scrutiny of these non-Lutheran materials should be made to 
- see whether our educational program is producing Christians who understand what 
their church believes and teaches. 

2. Promoted adult-level training schools. 

Under the direction of the Committee three schools were held during the year to 
carry out its program in Adult Education. A layman’s school in theology was held 
twice in the Twin City area with remarkable success. Members of the Seminary faculty, 
guest professors and pastors made up the faculty with the expressed purpose of reaching 
laymen who had a desire for deeper knowledge of scriptural truths not ordiriarily 
pore in the congregation. A Leadership Training School was established in the 

ilwaukee area with the purpose of providing further training for Church School 
Workers and Church Councilmen. Attendance was good and the school enthusiastically 
. received. More such schools are being planned for the '56-'57 year with schools being 
planned in other areas of the Synod. : 

3. Promoted a Parish Education Audio: Views! set-up for Synod congregations. It 
is anticipated that this will be expanded and will work in con Jenction with the 
Stewardship Office of the Synod. 

4. Have been in contact with the following Auxiliaries of the Synod in an effort to 
coordinate and assist in an advisory capacity: State Luther Leagues, Conference Sunday 
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5. Arranged for the Board of Parish Education, ULCA, to hold a series of Sunday 
School Workshops in key areas’ throughout the Synod in the fall of 1956 with a 
team consisting of three people from the Board and three people from our Synod. 
The first three weeks of September have been tentatively suggested for this program. 
This will act as a stimulus it is anticipated to self-examine teaching methods and 
materials of our Church Schools. 

6. In arranging for the publication of certain materials which it is believed will be 
helpful to congregations in these—eategories:_Couples’ Clubs and Young People’s 


_ Organizations. Brochures to guide these organizations in program Gnpane is antici- 


pated to be edited by the Executive Secretary. 

7..Family Projects. 

Realizing that too often the church unwittingly splits up family groups by offering 
diversified activities for different members of the family and never together, the Com- 
mittee has studied and is recommending Family Nights in the churches. It is also 

ublishing ““The Advent Family Worship and Projects’’ brochure written by Pastor 
Reba Bartels, and a similar one for the Lenten season. 


The following information has been given our Committee by a comparative study 
conducted by the Board of Parish Education, ULCA and to which we call Synod’s 


‘attention. During the years of. 1950-1954 Northwest Synod congregations showed a 


174% growth in pupils enrolled in Vacation Church Schools, an 8% loss in 
Weekday Schools, a 45.2% growth in pupils enrolled in Sunday Schools, a 42.5% 
growth in the number of catechumens with a 20° gain in the total baptized member- 
ship of Synod. It shows that we are growing rapidly in all phases excepting Weekday 
Church Scheols. This is surprising in view of the very excellent Weekday School 
materials recently produced by our. Board. Certainly this is a phase being neglected 
by and large by our congregations and is an excellent channel through which to reach 
our young folks. It might be added that the figure we have received from the 


parochial reports may not be accurate. If pastors have students enrolled in Weekday 


Schools outside of their congregation they should report them on their parochial 


reports. 


The following recommendation is hereby neiawinedl to Synod for its adoption at 
the 1956 annual convention: 

Out of gratitude to God for 30,000 boys and girls in our Sunday Schools and the 
prospect of further rapid growth in the next few years, for the many new Parish 
Education Buildings being erected in our Synod, for the increasingly effective literature 
and materials, for the growing support and enthusiasms of the summer camping 
program, for an increased interest on the part of the laymen in our congregations in 
the study of Holy Scriptures; 

And whereas Synod has carried on an intensive Evangelism Program in all of its 
congregations and mahy new members have affiliated with our congregations who 
must now be schooled in our Christian faith, be it resolved that the year of 1958 
be designated as Parish Education Year throughout Synod and that Synod authorize 
this committee to carry out a program that will _ Strengthen the hand of Parish 


Education in the Northwest Synod. 


Respectfully yours, 
| ROBERT B. ANDERSON, Chairman 


NORTH DAKOTA CAMP 
Reverend Archie Campbell, Dean 


One hundred ten campers filled the camp grounds at Menagha, Minnesota on 
the 1955 schedule. The camp in 1956 will use the ‘‘Be Strong in the Lord”’ curricu- 


lum of the Parish Education Department of Synod and the camp will be held at the 


same location, Augist 5th through | Ith. 

The camp is adequately staffed with the Reverend Lloyd Zaudtke, Dean and 
Reverend Archie Campbell, Business Manager. A notable contribution continues to 
be made to the lives of the devoted youth that continue to come to us each summer. 

The tragedy of the passing of Reverend Marlin Evenson was noted for us at 


a special memorial service where funds were gathered to purchase copies of Pastor 


Lund’s address and to mail the same throughout the Synod in the form of a memorial 
booklet. This, we are pleased to note, was accomplished. 
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MONTANA CAMP | 
Reverend Ralph Sandgren, Dean 


The camp of 1955 for Western Conference B was held at Kings Hill, Niehaut, 
Montana. One hundred and twenty- -five campers filled the camp. 

‘The camp of 1956 will use the “Be Strong in the Lord” program of the Parish 
Education partment of Synod. It is scheduled for July tnd. 28th at Luccock 
Park, south of Livingston, Montana. Pastor Karl Schmidt will be the Dean and 
Pastor Robert Fellows the Business Manager. 


Negotiations are being made together with the men of the Augustana Synod churches ~ 


to lease government land and to raise funds on ‘Sons for the Ministry’’ Sunday to 
erect buildings for camp purposes on this land. If this attempt is successful, it will 
be the first time that Western Conference B has not had to rent a camp. We look 
forward to this kind of ownership of our own property. 


WISCONSIN LAKE CAMP AT PINE LAKE 
Reverend C. A. Puls, President 


The season of 1955 showed 1,100 registrations of campers and faculty from 
our Wisconsin churches. There were ten weeks of camping with one weekend for the 
men of the church. The 4-H Club and the Y.W.C.A. also used one period each. 
Total assets of the camp are $108,278.40 with liabilities of $16,600.00. From 
1946 to 1952 the churches and the Sunday Schools have given $60,243.00: in 1953 
gifts were $4,050.00; in 1954——$5,866.00; in 1953—$3,447. 00: bringing the 
total from 1946 to 1955 to $73,607.00. 


There was installed at the camp in 1955 a new standby electric light plant. Pastor 


and Mrs. Kipps completed eight years as manager. 1956 plans include the following: 
(1) a $50,000 campaign to clean up the debt, erect a fellowship hall and recreation 
area. Mr. Louis Frank and Reverend Franklin Heglund head this committee; (2) the 
purchase of another cottage, plus two other lots; (3) camp schedule includes a 
similar program to that of last year with the addition of the ‘Sons for the Ministry”’ 


Retreat for boys in early June; (4) the conference added to the Camp Board two 


laymen and a laywoman; (5) new mattresses for all the bunks; (6) the curriculum 
of the Parish Education Committee on ‘‘Be Strong in the Lord’’ is the 1956 program 
with Reverend Robert Anderson, Dean of Schools; and (7) personnel includes this 
year—Property Committee, Reverend William Genszler, Chairman; Mr. Walter 
Dewitz, Treasurer; Reverend D. P. Dovemuehle, Secretary; Miss Sue Goetz, Registrar. 

Reverend C. A. Puls, Chairman of the Camp Board, writes, ‘‘Because pastors have 
Pine Lake in their hearts and have encouraged their congregations to be camp-minded, 
we have had little trouble in getting staff members for the weekly camps, or campers 
(we have had to limit the registration to 125). Even the funds have been forth- 
coming. We have kept the rates down to $15.00, plus 50c for insurance. Though 
we have been advised to increase the rates to $20.00, we will not do it unless we 
must. Our Camp Board gives time and thought to the camp like pastors expect 
Sunday School Superintendents and Councilmen to do. Each of us derives much 
satisfaction from such a personal investment.’ 


LUTHERAN LAKE CAMP— CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
| Carl Carlson, President — . 


A new record of attendance was set in 1955 with a total of 687 campers. There 


_ Were seven weeks of regular camp and four weekends, including a post-high, women’s, 


men's and leadership retreats. | 
Physical improvements were made with the addition of a new infirmary. Kitchen, 


classrooms, faculty lodge and playground were also improved. Plans are being made | 


to build a cabin for the cooks and improve the beach. 

A campaign for funds is under way in which we hope the sum of $25,000 will 
be gathered for the proposed chapel and other buildings. Reverend William Williams 
continues as Chairman of the Curriculum. The program of Parish Education 
nthe ye camps is being used for the second year, the 1956 thefhe being “Be Strong 
in ord. 
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The 1956 schedule has been prepared and the deans for each week assigned. The 
schedule covers the same number of weeks and weekends as 1955 and we welcome 
the opportunity to serve the youth and leaders of our church once more. 

Members of the Board are Pastors Harold Carlson, Merle Franke, Carl Fagerlin, 
William Williams, George Gerberding, Theodore Rees, Clarence Lund, and Mrs. 
George Lundquist, Miss Marlene — Robert ren, I. B. Aasing, and Carl 

Carlson—Chairman. | 


MINNESOTA LUTHER LEAGUE 
Duain Vierow, President 


A | This past year proves that the Minnesota Luther League is showing great promise 
= | jm many fields. The latest statistical count shows our membership is estimated to have 
S creased about 20% and three new leagues organized. Youth workers are ‘realizing 
5 Jaan and more that the youth are the church of tomorrow. 

Ae Attendance at our state-wide events is increasing also. Our largest event in attendance 
& is the Cristian Vocation Rally, held in March. In 1955 there was an attendance of 
over 500. “‘Christ, the Pilot’’ was the convention theme of 1955. Plans have been 
made to have our Convention in 1956 at St. Olaf College in Northfield on August 
Ee 17th 18th and 19th. Some of our other state-wide events are the Officers’ Workshop 
and Leadership training school in the fall; Intermediate Sno-day, and Winter Camp 
ft as in winter and the Intermediate Rally. Each Tuesday evening at the Central Conference | 
Lake Camp the executive committee presented a program entitled ‘All God's Children.” 
Besides these things, the Luther League has helped and participated in many other 
programs. 

Financially in 1955 we came out better than most State or Synodical Leagues, 
but as yet in 1956 we are far behind what we need. All these things, of course, 
are immaterial—for the greatest measurement is our growth in faith and love for 
our God. Indications are that here, too, the Luther Leaguers of Minnesota are growing. 
Like all of God's children, we have a long way to go and pray that in me years to 
come we omen esa in our faith and love. 


WISCONSIN LUTHER LEAGUE | 
Barbara Irion, President 


: The Luther League of Wisconsin year of 1955 began with a workshop for 
he officers in February. Reverend Milton Haker and Kay Sheriff were appointed advisors. 
oh The theme of the 1955 convention was ‘‘Here Am I, Send Me" and many leaguers 
He assembled at Horicon, Wisconsin. 

The Luther League of America took note of the fact that the largest single 
delegation came from Luther Memorial Church in Madison. Four members of the 
Executive Committee attended the Presidents’ and Officers’ Conference in Springfield, 
Ohio. Another Officers’ Workshop was held in December, where a problem clinic 
proved helpful both to advisors and to the officers. | 
tee | On the financial side of the picture the Luther League of Wisconsin has room for 
Hee? improvement. We did not give the amount expected of us to the Luther League of 
, | America. We know that the leaguers, in response to the love of God, will bring 
a brighter future for 1956. | 


MONTANA LUTHER LEAGUE 
Henry Noordzy, President 


The Youth Rallies of the past became the Montana Luther League at we 1955 
Convention in Great Falls. Henry Noordzy, Charlene Speak, Lenore Pfister, Loren 
He _ Gallentine became the first officers. Committees were appointed to study a constitution 
ie and report in the summer and fall of 1956. 
Ee A spring rally is scheduled for Livingston April 22nd. We are determined to 
af sponsor the Luther League of America service project and the Rocky Boy Indian 
ins | Mission in 1956 and 1957. Reverend John Shannon is the Advisor. Your President 
fii attended the Presidents’ Conference in Springfield, Ohio. We used the “Christ, the 
Pilot’’ theme farnighed by the Parish Education Office in 1955. 
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NORTH DAKOTA LUTHER LEAGUE 
Robert Hedger, President 


The 1955 convention of the North Dakota Luther League was held at Killdeer, 
North Dakota, where the League went into the third year of its life. A fine program 
was held and more than one hundred leaguers attended. Reverend Donald Gustafson 
and Reverend Frank Mayer were elected advisors to the League. We look forward to 


another year of support from the constituency and the support by us of the Luther 


League of America program. 
The passing of the Reverend Marlin Evenson, advisor of our League for two 
years, was noted with prayers and thanksgiving for his devoted service to us. 


We were grateful to the Parish Education Office for materials on the “Christ, the | 


Pilot’ theme. 


WISCONSIN SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Reverend Frank Berg, President 


The Association met in convention at Kenosha, Wisconsin with fine attendance 
and a worthwhile program. “Associations” is the regularly published organ of this 

Association and Mr. Albert Pugner is the inspired Editor. 
__ We look forward to the 50th anniversary convention in Reformation Lutheran 
Church, Milwaukee, which is also celebrating the 50th anniversary of its organization. 
Headline Yo we will be Dr.. Clemens H. Zeidler, Mayor Zeidler of Milwaukee and 
Dr. Paul Bishop 

It is hoped that the Association will have a good check to present to the Pine 
Lake Board for a new building at the Camp. Our statistical report shows an enrollment 
of 18,875 children, teachers, and officers. This includes, as usual the wWaatbucg — 
churches of Wisconsin. 


CENTRAL CONFERENCE SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
George H. Gerberding, Acting President = © 
The Central Conference Sunday School Association Workshop and Convention was 


held May 7, 1955 at Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


The attendance of approximately 200 was more than double that at any previous 
convention. 

Outstanding teachers from our own schools put on actual demonstrations of 
techniques and materials for each department of the Sunday School. Enthusiasm ran 
high and expressions of gratitude for the benefits received from the day's program 
indicate the success of the convention. 

_ The Annual Leadership Retreat at the Lutheran Lake Camp was held August 26th 
and 27th with sixty-nine registered. Pastor George Gerberding was Dean. 

The fall workshop was held October 8, 1955 at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
St. Paul with 72 in attendance. The program centered around the use of audio-visual 
materials, including flannel-board, chalk-board, picture study, cut-outs and other 
non-projected materials as well as slides and films. 


These activities were planned by the enlarged executive board authorized by the 


1954 convention. The enlarged executive board includes a representative from each 


of the schools in the conference. The increased response and the improved programs 


indicate the value of the new executive board arrangements. Pastor George,.H. Gerber- 
ding has served as president since Pastor Louis Ulrich moved to North Dakota last 
_ August. The date for elections has been changed to the spring convention by action 
of the executive board. The treasurer reports a balance of $164.89. | 


- Pastor Anderson then called upon Mr. Ervin LaSage, a member of 
the committee, who addressed the convention concerning the proposed 


visual aids library for this eepareenems, On motion the report - was 


adopted, 
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_ Pastor Clarence B. Lund presented the + 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF PARISH EDUCATION 


1955 marked the second complete year of your Secretary of Parish Education in 
the office. Filled with every extreme of Parish Education and all that goes between, 
your Secretary spent what he thinks was a very busy year. We must acknowledge 
that the Lord has been with us in many ways and we must acknowledge further 
that there have been innumerable stirrings in every phase of our subject, both from © 
within (where our numbers are growing) and from without (where the challenges 
of our leaders and constituency, as well as the world, have prodded and moved us 
to greater efforts all along the way). 

. We continue to feel the frustration of the passing of time, which also involves 
the loss of opportunities to serve children and adults because we lacked materials, 
leadership, assistance or zeal of one kind or another. The following resume of our 
activities might well be called the ABC’s of Parish Education and we use this device 
to bring a number of items to the attention of the Synod. : 


A—for Administration: Again our Committee divided itself into portfolios of 
responsibilities. We have an active, interested Committee. We acknowledge the kind, 
efficient administration of our Chairman, the Reverend Robert B. Anderson; and the 
ever considerate leadership of the President of the Synod, Dr. Paul E. Bishop; and 
the kind collaboration of the Stewardship Secretary, Dr. George B. McCreary. 


A—for Adult Work: We have promoted the School of Theology for Laymen in 
the Twin City area, which also we hope to bring to other sections of the Synod; an 
Institute for Leadership Training in the Milwaukee area. Couples’ Clubs, Mid-Week 
Bible Hour, the P.T.A. and clubs for older people have also had much of our 
attention. For Family and Couples’ Clubs, we will shortly have a suggested program 


sane for the coming year. The Reverend George Gerberding is our portfolio Chairman 
here 


A—for Audio-Visuals: In the planning stage is an enlarged Parish Education section 
of Audio-Visuals to which contributions may be made in order to build up an 
effective Library. The department will be cared for in connection with the existing 
film depositories of the Stewardship PETERS Mr. Erwin saree is the committee- 
man. 


A—for Acolyte and Altar Guild: We have been called upon a somebior of times 


to assist with suggested programs both for boys in acolyte training ond also for 
Altar Guilds. 


B—+for Books: We have made an attempt to bring the newest books in our field 
to the attention of leaders and teachers through our regular mailing and through the 
many conferences that we have held throughout the church. The Reverend E. R. 
Wicklund heads the sub-committee here. 


B—for Board of Parish Education: We Ber Ma the great assistance of the 
Board of Parish Education, the presence of their President, Dr. John Rilling; of 
Pastor Wahl on our territory; and that of Dr. Rhine at a recent meeting of the 
seme: Your Soetrrety was on the program of the Regional Meeting at Maywood 
ast June 


B—for Boys’ Work: Boys’ Clubs and Boy deouss have had our attention on several 
occasions, though both have had to have but a nodding acquaintance with the Secretary 
in the past year. (See also ‘‘Retreats’’ and ‘‘Sons.’’) 


B—for Buildings: We must acknowledge the fine new buildings that many of 
our churches have at the hands of the Lord. Parish Education units are arriving not 
a bit too soon for the increased enrollments and activities that surround us. 


C—for Couples’ Clubs: In preparation is a program manual which will be sug- 
gested for Married Couples’ Clubs. Your Secretary feels the need of a great deal more 
help in the planning and preparation of such materials. 


C—for Conventions and Conferences: Your Secretary has been present in the past 
year at as many regular conventions as his schedule would permit. Since many of 
them fall also during the camping season, it has not been possible to attend each one. 
In the case of Luther League Conventions, we planned the programs of three of the 
four Luther League Conventions. 
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_ C—for Choirs and Junior Choirs: Our advice on materials and organization has 
been sought and we have given it where we were able. We ceased the publication of 
the private journal known as SURSUM CORDA after seventeen years, but we are 
still able to furnish back issues in a limited quantity to those churches and choirs 
who will profit thereby. 


 C—for Children’s Program: The coming to our Counenhiven of Mie Kay Sheriff 

of Racine promises to be good for us in the promotion of the Children’s Program. 
We urge the appointment of key persons in each church so that a direct line of 
communication may be established between the pastor, the Committee and the local 
situation. 


C—for Camping: For the second year we have prepared the curriculum in our 


five-year program, this time with many more details. We are pleased to note that each 
of our four camps has adopted the year’s theme, ‘“‘Be strong in the Lord,”’ with 
suggested courses and materials. 


C—for Carthage College and Other College Contacts: Our “‘Uncle C. (for Car- 
thage)’’ letters have been distributed to our prospect list three times in the past year 
and the cooperation of the College Administration in furnishing the stationery is most 
appreciated. We have also visited the campus and have promoted a Carthage Weekend 
at the Seminary. We have also appeared on the campuses of St. Olaf at Northfield 
and at Midland, Fremont, Nebraska. 


C—for Catechism and Confirmation: Setiocsiin a survey, in which forty of our 


Pastors cooperated, we compiled statistics on the relative merits that each Pastor saw 
in his own Catechetical program and presented them by request to the Central Con- 
ference. A request is now on our desk for a presentation to the Western Conference. 


The findings of this survey will not be made available in a printed form, unless there 


is a wide-spread demand. Sufficient to say, that more than twenty different items are 
in use as books or teaching courses in our churches from all sources, not counting the 
Pastors who write their own courses. The Reverend M. A. Haker is the head of this 
portfolio. 


C—for “The Call’: We have edited and distributed ‘The Call’ to a mailing list 
almost 2,500 in size. 


C—for Correspondence: Our correspondence has become increasingly heavy and we 
try to answer each item with despatch, unless we are on the road, when we must wait 
to reply. 

C—for Christian Growth Course: The Christian Growth Course has come up mS 
discussion many times in the past year. The United Lutheran Publication House reports 
that ninety-three of our churches order either the Christian Growth Course or the 
Augsburg Uniform Series and expresses concern over the subject, just as we have in 
the past two years. Again, we urge our Parish Education Committees not to change 
courses, or only after a complete study, and upon the advice of experts in the Parish 
Education field of the United Lutheran Church. We urge this caution because we are 
sure that many of the courses substituted are less effective, and guarantee no consistency 
from year to year in the Christian growth of the child. | 


D—for Deaconess Work: We have tried to present this subj ase wherever we present 


vocations to the youth of the church. 


D—for Drama: We have promoted the use of religious drama hdieved it was 
possible and several times have been able to furnish lists of worthwhile plays to youth 
groups. 


E—for Evangelism: In the days of successful Evangelism Missions it is important. 


that we be aware of the opportunities that surround us in doing something for the 
knowledge and the faith of those large numbers of people who are now entering our 
church through the doors of Evangelism. We bave tried to alert our churches to the 
great possibilities! 


E—for Enlistment and Extension: Growing out of the Evangelism of this great 
year come the concerns of enlisting pupils of recently churched families and the exten- 
_ sion of the arms of our educational program throughout the community. Again, we 
have been called upon for suggestions for both. It is proper here to note that the 
United Lutheran Church now reports one million in Sunday Schools and the Synod 
of the Northwest has grown to forty-one thousand in Sunday Schools. For the great 


gift of more children and adults in our education program, we give thanks to Al- 
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mighty God. We pray that He will strengthen us to know what to do with these. 
The Reverend George Dressler heads this Department. _ | 

F—for Family Altar and Projects: We have presented the family as the basis of 
our Parish Education many times and continue to promote to the best of our ability 
the things that will keep families at home together and in church together. Again, 
we feel the need of much more help in the preparation of materials. | 


F—for Field Work: Your Secretary has been on the field about three fourths of 
his time, where a fifty-fifty schedule between field and office might be better. We have 
been able to present some form of Parish Education and Youth Work in ninety-six 
of our congregations, all of the Camp Boards, four State Luther Leagues and the. 
Sunday School Associations of two Conferences. : 


H—for Higher Education: While a note under ‘‘Colleges’* presents the definite 
-contacts that we have had in the past year, we have also worked with the Board of 
Higher Education in the field of vocational guidance, particularly in connection with 
the “‘Sons for the Ministry’’ program. 


H—for Harvest Group: We are beginning to have requests for program and organi- 
zational suggestions for old age groups known as ‘‘Harvest’’ or ‘‘Golden Age’’ or ‘‘Sen- 
iors’’ Clubs. ‘‘Old people get lonely too’’ and desire perhaps more than we know, that | 
they be constantly filled with the efforts of good Parish Education. Another great oppor- 
tunity! | 

H-—for Hymn Books: We have compiled a booklet of one hundred hymns and 
songs in cooperation with the Reverend G. William Genszler of the Pine Lake Camp 
Board, and while these booklets may be used primarily in our camps throughout the 
Synod, they make good hymn booklets for organizational meetings as well. 


_ I—for Intermediate and J—for Junior High: We mention this group particularly 
because it continues to take much of our time. Churches must restudy their programs 
affecting this age group and, whether it be in the field of Catechism, Luther League, 
Junior Choir or in a field which we do not now have, we must adjust to the crying 
needs of the group in which there are far greater losses than in any other. 


L—for Lay School of Theology: (See ‘Adult Work”). 


L—for Leadership Training: We have promoted Leadership Training in our 
camps, in our School of Theology for Laymen and our Teachers’ Institutes, as well 
as in every contact that we have with youth and Sunday Schools. | 


L—for Luther League: We continue to advise four State Luther Leagues as well 
as any local situation that requests our help. So far, we have been able to speak at 
each meeting to which we have been invited in the local situation, except one. Your 
Secretary attended the Convention of the Luther League of America at Ann Arbor. 
We suggest more subscriptions to Luther Life and High Ideals, the official publica- 
tions of the Luther League of America. Pastors and Church councils, too, should study 
ways and means of assisting growing youth in their financial obligations to the State 
Luther League as well as the Luther League of America. This, logically, is a part 
of good stewardship training among us. We especially commend the president of the 
Minnesota State Luther League, Duain Vierow, for outstanding leadership in the 
Luther League work of the Synod and for his assistance to this department. We note 
that the Montana State Luther League came into existence in 1955. The unusual 
leadership of the pastors of that state has largely been the factor that made this pos- 
sible. We commend the Camp Board of Wisconsin Conference for including a Luther 
League Workshop week again at the Pine Lake Camp. The visits of Luther League 
of America representatives and caravaners must also be acknowledged as we appreciate 
them on our territory. The Reverend Robert A. Bartels is the committeeman. 


L—+for Library: A list of books is available to those churches that are in the 
process of building up a workers’ library. We will continue to add to this list. 


M—for Missions: Our Missionary Education is not separate from other forms of 
Parish Education, but we mention the attention given to the Epiphany Appeal and 
to ‘Missionary Sunday’’ that many schools observe throughout the year. Stew- | 
ardship Office has always been most cooperative in furnishing audio-visual materials 
for the presentation of this subject. 7 


- N—for National Council of Churches of Christ-——U.S.A.: We have attended sev- 
eral sessions of this group and have used a number of the.materials furnished by it. 


P—for Parish Education Committee: Which each church should have from now on. 
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P—for Parish Education Letter: This letter we continue to edit occasionally for 
the promotion and the carrying of news that concerns those who are the leaders in 
this field in the congregations of Synod. We hope to make more of this means of 
communication as our time permits. 


P—for ‘‘Parish School’’ Magazine: Again, we bring this excellent journal to the 
attention of our people. We urge continual and additional subscriptions to a wonder- 
ful, necessary tool of our workers. 


P—for Public Relations: New Department with the Reverend Paul L. Roth the 
head. The exhibit at Synod is in his charge! 

R—for Retreats: Your Secretary has planned with others and attended the Retreats 
for Boys re: ‘“‘Sons for the Ministry’’ in two Conferences. Held ten meetings with 
boys of Western Conference with the Quartet Tour; entertains several groups of boys 
at special meetings each month. Pastors Martin and Merle Franke have carried a con- 
siderable load here. 


S—for Special School: The Syeed will be happy to know of the establishment 


of a School for Retarded Children at Holy Trinity Church, Minneapolis. This we 


note as a further step in the progress of reaching all children with the Gospel. 
S—for Seminary: We have had several projects to care for in connection with 


_ Northwestern Lutheran Seminary of which the Choir and Quartet Tour is a fine 


example. Traveling with the Choir has enabled us to contact many of the leaders 
and the youth of our churches and to promote the ‘‘Sons for the Ministry" program | 
a — youth work with the assistance of the music and the fine patie of these 

icated men. 


S—for Sunday School: We must each one of us give hearty thanks to our Father 


,in heaven for the blessed privilege of teaching the young. All the fine buildings, all 


the excellent materials, together with the thousands of pupils enrolled, call for the 
best leadership in teachers and officers. Anything that we expend in this direction 
will be no better than half enough. We must spend much more time and effort at 
this work than ever before. Here the leadership of the Reverend George Gerberding 
in the Minnesota area must be acknowledged and of the Reverend Frank Berg in 
Wisconsin. The camping sessions that offer leadership and teacher training, as well 
as the adult courses in Minneapolis and Milwaukee, are our constant concern. 


S—for Stewardship: Certainly the steady and kindly cooperation that exists between 
the Stewardship Department and that of our own is that which furthers their mutual 


concerns. | 
 §—for ‘Sons for the For a program thet. in our opinion, be 
continued, we have promoted with zeal, organization and materials a ‘Sons for the 


Ministry”’ effort. Sermon Helps and the booklet ‘“‘How I Decided to Become a 
Minister’’ have been our chief literary efforts. Twelve pastors furnished us the Ser- 
mon Helps and forty contributed to the booklet. We hope to be able to include the 


testimony of many others in our future work. We are pleased to note the definite 


entrance of the Board of Higher Education into this field with literature similar to 
that which we promoted last year. We recommend its hearty use. Your Parish Edu- 
cation Secretary has also acted as the Executive Secretary on the Students for the 
Ministry Committee, — for the details, interviews and scholarship grants. 


S—for “‘The Sower’’: Two thousand teachers, officers, Parish Education Com- 
mittees that are on our list continue to receive our occasional source page entitled 


“The Sower.”’ 


S—for Statistics: Leading we interesting statistics are included in the Parish “Edu- 


tion report of the Chairman of the Committee. We request your study of them. 


T—for Teacher: While the teacher is taken for granted in a system that relies so 
much upon him, we acknowledge the great service of teachers everywhere. Without 


' them we would not be able to do our work. We beseech our people never to take 


the teacher for granted, but to encourage him with all the materials necessary, our 
continual prayers and appreciation. 

_ U—for United Lutheran Publication House: This House is responsible for the 
publication and distribution of the chief materials of our work. We have several 
times referred items (at your suggestion) to them. We urge you to order sufficiently 
and early all of the things that you will need to reduce the disappointment that seems 
to crop up all too often. 
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V—for Vacation Church Schools: These schools among us have the largest increase, 
174 per cent in the~past few years. Early planning, thorough enlistment and the use 
of our own Parish School materials is urged. 


V—for Vocations and Guidance: In the field of youth this is a most popular 
subject and we have frequently addressed groups both large and small on vocations 
_ and guidance. We have also counselled with many young people at camps, conven- 
tions and in their own churches. The Life Service File is kept in the Secretary's 
bal and many letters are written in response to questions from youth all over the 
Syn 


 W—for Weekday Church School: In spite of the fine materials and the special pro- 

motion which this office has given the Weekday Church School, this was the only 
place in the statistics report where a loss was shown. We urge each Parish Education 
Committee in each church to consider the beginning of at least one — of a Week- 
-day Church School in the coming year. 


W—for Worship Committee: This seems as good a place as any to report that 
your Secretary is a member of the Worship Committee of the United Lutheran 
8 ey of the Music Committee of the Lutheran World Federation Convention | 


Y—for Youth: We have never seamed the times that we give to the youth work 
of the Synod. Needless to say, practically everything that we do has its bearing © 
on both the youth and the adults of the church, for the one inevitably affects the 
other. But since these are troubled times for youth, it is incumbent on all of us 
that we study and restudy everything that we do and do not do to guarantee the 
nest effective way and program of dealing with and for these precious souls in our 

eeping. 

Y—for Young Adult Work: Again, the press of time has held us back from 
producing so far the manual of program and organizational suggestions which we 
feel that we must have as we deal with —— Adult groups. We hope with help 
rat produce such a manual soon. The Reverend obert Bartels heads the Youth port- 
ohio. 


Y—for Year of Partsh Education, 1958: We have much to be thankful for and 
many challenges to meet that such a year of emphasis may provide. 


In closing, this Secretary of Parish Education acknowledges again the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit and the kindly cooperation of the Committee, into whose hands 
many of these things have been given. He acknowledges; also, the cooperation and 
the prayers of the people of the entire Synod. and is mindful each day of his busy 
- life of “the great privilege of offering his contribution to the great and expanding 
field of Parish Education. 
Respectfully submitted, 


CLARENCE B. LUND 


On motion the report was adopted. 


“Secretary Lundquist presented the 


SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Executive Committee met on May 16, 1956, and prepared the following 
resolution which it recommends to the Synod for adoption: 


Whereas, by resolution of the English Ev. Lutheran Synod of the Northwest, adopted in 
special convention, on January 26, 1956, Victor K. Wrigley, pastor of Gethsemane Ev. Lu- 
theran Church of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, located in the city of Brookfield, Waukesha County, 
Wisconsin, was deposed from the ministerial office; and by another action of said Conven- 
tion, this Synod declared that certain acts of said congregation therein enumerated constituted 
a wilful disregard of the actions of Synod, and said congregation was admonished to review 
its actions and to report the results of its review to the Presid@nt of Synod within three 


months from said date; and 
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Whereas, said congregation has salle in such disregard and violation and has rejected 
the action of Synod in deposing said Victor K. Wrigley from the ministerial office; has con- 
tinued to have him as its pastor; and has amended its constitution so that it now purports to 
provide that its pastor need not be or become a minister of the English Ev. Lather Synod 
of the Northwest; and 

Whereas, said Gethsemane congregation reported to the President of Synod on April 18, 
1956, its actions at its adjourned mecting held April 15, 1956, as follows: e 
“The Rev. Paul E. Bishop, President 
The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest 
2310 Stevens Avenue 
Minneapolis 4, Minnesota 


“Dear Dr. Bishop: 


‘“‘When you attended our ee Church Council meeting on April 6, 1956, you 


requested that we notify you of the action taken by the Gethsemane Congregation 


at its Adjourned Annual meeting held April a. tee, Following is the resolution 
which was approved by the Gethsemane! Congregation: 

‘Resolved: That this Congregation re-affirm its actions and resolutions to date in 
the matter of both its own and of Pastor Wrigley’s relationship with the English 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest as being in keeping with its present 
viewpoint on the matter. 

‘That in particular we re-affirm our intention to retain Victor K. Wrigley as our 
pastor, and our desire to remain as a member-congregation of the Synod; and | 
‘That if the Synod does not re-admit Pastor Wrigley into its membership, and 


_ if the Synod decides that the present situation of the Congregation is not acceptable, 


and that action to dismiss the Congregation from the Synod must be taken, then we | 
respectfully request that Synod consider the following statement carefully: 

“The actions of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest in 
investigating, trying, and deposing Victor K. Wrigley from the ministry presented 
our congregation with two alternatives: We could have asked, on our own volition, 
to be released from membership in the Synod. Or we could have followed the course 
of action we did, in the hope that the Synod would nevertheless see fit to retain us as 
a constituent member. The first alternative, it seemed to us, would have implied that 
we were not interested in remaining Evangelical Lutheran, and in particular, United 
Lutheran. For this reason we rejected that alternative. 

‘“This congregation wishes to remain a member of the United Lutheran Church in 
America. To that end we have frequently expressed our desire to remain a member of 


the Synod of the Northwest despite considerable differences of opinion about the issues. 


involved in the investigation, trial, and deposition of Pastor Wrigley. The Synod has 
repeatedly declared that its various actions to date have been strictly its own, and do 
not in any way involve the rest of the United Lutheran Church in America. If now 
the Synod of the Northwest feels bound to dismiss us from its membership, we ask 
that the dismissal be made in such a way that we as a Congregation will be free to 
apply, without prejudice or restriction of any sort, for admission into the member- 
ship of some other constituent Synod of the United Lutheran Church in America. 


“Sincerely, 


| THE CHURCH COUNCIL 
(Signed ) Waa F, MUELLER, Secretary” 


Wheel, said Victor K. Wrigley has applied for sciliaiahans to the ministerial office 


as a minister of the Synod, and the report of the Examining Committee recommended that | 


such application be denied at this time, and that such recommendation has been adopted by 


- resolution of Synod on May 15, 1956; | i 


Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest that said Geth- 
semane Evangelical Lutheran Church of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, having persisted in such dis- 
regard and violation, and having thereby broken fellowship with the other congregations 
of Synod, be and the same hereby is excluded from membership in this Synod effective forth- 


with. This exclusion does not prevent Gethsemane congregation from applying for re-admission 


to Synod whenever it is willing to abide by the decisions of this synod and when it brings 
its constitution into conformity with the model constitution for congregations of this Synod. 
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The Secretary is authorized and directed to cause a certified copy of this resolution to be 
transmitted to the Church Council of said congregation. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, Secretary 


It was moved and seconded that the resolution in the report be 
adopted. Considerable debate followed. 

(For a substitute motion, which was adopted, see the Minutes of 
the Thursday afternon session. ) 


Time for the special order having arrived, the President called on Mr. Chuck 
Thorson, Social Action secretary of the Luther League of Wisconsin; Mrs. William 
Chandler, president of the United Lutheran Church Women, Synod of the North- 
west; and Mrs. Harry Sauleen, president of the Women’s Auxiliary of Northwestern 
Seminary; each of whom addressed the convention. 

Pastor J. W. Jacobson reported the election of Pastor Archie Campbell to a term 
on the Carthage College Board of Directors, expiring in 1960. : 

The convention proceeded with further balloting. 

_ The time for special order having arrived, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry again addressed 
ehie convention on behalf of the work of the United Lutheran Church in America. 

The President announced that on the third ballot the Rev. G. Wm. Genszler was 
elected to the Stewardship Committee for a term of three years, and that Mr. David 
_ Archie, Sr., was elected to the Board of Directors of Northwestern Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary for a term of three years. 

The convention adjourned for lunch at 12: 20 p.m. after prayer = by Pastor 
Donald Gustafson. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
PENTECOST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
May 17, 1956, 1:30 p.m. 


Devotions were led by the Rev. Charles Koester. : 

The President called the convention to order at 1:45 p 
Pastor C. T. Breest reported that the had elected 
delegates to the ULCA 


Clergy Lay 
Robert B. Anderson aa Clark Dobbins 


Paul L. Roth Holcomb 
| Fred Mueller 


The convention proceeded with further balloting. 


Returning to the recommendation concerning Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, contained in the Second Supplemental Report of 
the Executive Committee, the convention was addressed by Mr. Thad Bellinger of 
Gethsemane Church, who explained his congregation's position. 

Pastor Franklin Heglund thereupon moved the adoption of the following recom- 
mendation as a wabsritute for the recommendation proposed by the Executive Com- 
mittee: 
“Whereas under our constitution Victor Wrigley is no longer a pastor in the Synod of. 
the Northwest, and whereas the report of the examining committee indicates the possibility 
of his return to a full acceptance of the faith and confession of our Synod, we recommend 
that the Executive Committee of Synod urge Gethsemane congregation to accept the services 
of an interim pastor in the hope that this congregation and Victor Wrigley may be helped 
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The motion was carried by a vote of 117 to 53. 

On motion the Report of the Executive Committee as a whole was 
adopted. | 
- Pastor C. T. Breest announced further elections of Witisies to the 
-ULCA Convention as follows: 


Clergy: Forrest J. Clark, William Downey, G. Wm. Genszler, and John P. Shan- 
non. 
Lay: Ivar Johnson and Gerhard Zimmerman. 


The convention proceeded with further balloting. 


' Pastor Dewaine Kolbo moved the adoption of the following resolution: 


_ “Resolved, that Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, be and_ 
it is hereby admonished to amend its constitution at its next annual meeting so that it shall 
again read as it read before the amendments adopted on January 22, 1956; and that the 
church council shall cause to be delivered to the president of Synod a copy of such amend- 


The motion was carried. 


Pastor Frederick Marks resumed his presentation of the 


REPORT OF THE CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE 


English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest ~ 


A. At the 1954 Convention of the United Lutheran Church in America proposed 
amendments to the constitution of the United Lutheran Church in America were ap- 
proved for submission to the synods for their ratification. Copies of these proposed 
changes were distributed last year at the Billings Convention. Inasmuch as our Synod did 
not act upon these proposed changes last year due to the press of other business, the 
constitution committee recommends that action. be taken on these proposed amend- 
ments at this convention of Synod. (Note: The constitution of the United Lutheran 
Church in America requires that proposed amendments to the United Lutheran Church 
in America Constitution be approved by two-thirds of the synods before they shall 
be declared adopted. Over two-thirds of the synods have already adopted the pro- 
posed amendments. ) 


B. At the Billings Convention of Synod (1955) the following proposed amend- 
ment to the constitution of the synod was received for action at the 1956 conven- ~ 
tion. ‘“That Article IV, Section 3 (d), third paragraph, second sentence be amended 
to read as follows: ‘He may be ordained at the annual meeting of Synod by the 
ministerial officers of the Synod with such ministerial assistants as the president may 
select, or the candidate shall be given the privilege of ordination by making special 
request to be ordained in a place acceptable to the ministerial officers of Synod by 
such ministerial assistants as dhe president may select.’ "’ 

This proposed change to our synodical constitution was referred to the Committee 
on Constituent Synods, of the Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church in 
America for their approval. They have given clearance to this proposed amendment 
providing it read substantially as follows: ‘‘He may be ordained at the annual meeting 
of the Synod by the ministerial officers of the Synod with such ministerial assistants 

as the president may select, or the candidate may be given the privilege of making 
ses: request to be ordained in a place acceptable to the ministerial Officers of the 
Synod by such ministerial assistants as the president may select.”’ 

The following interesting comment was received at the same time from the chair- 
man of the above mentioned committee. ‘““You may, of course, adopt this in that 
form and clearance would stand. On the other hand, I do not really like it for myself 
on a number of counts. It fails to establish ordination at the meetings of the Synod 
as the ordinary, regular, normal procedure by putting the alternative on an equal 
footing. Moreover, by a strict reading of the last portion, the president of the synod 
would seem to be ruled out of any hand in the ordination and perhaps also the other 
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‘ministerial officers.’ Finally, that the place would have to be acceptable to the ‘min- 
isterial officers’ and not merely the president seems stretching things rather far. In 
connection with the second count, note that your constitution does not, under duties 
of the president, make it clear that ordination is normally one of them.’”’ 

The Committee on Constitutions of the Northwest Synod therefore recommends | 
that the following be received as a substitute to the original amendment. ‘‘He shall, 
regularly, be ordained at the annual meeting of the Synod by the ministerial officers 
of the Synod and such ministerial assistants as the president may select; however, 
upon his request and in view of special circumstances, he shall be ordained by the 
reagegs, or as he may. otherwise provide and authorize, at some other time and 
place 


C. At the Billings Convention of the Synod (1955) the following proposed — 
ameadment to the constitution of the Synod was received for action at the 1956 
convention. ‘““That Article VII be amended by the addition of the following as Sec- ' 
tion 4: ‘No board or committee member shall serve more than two consecutive 
terms.’ "" This proposed amendment was likewise submitted to the Executive Board 
Committee on Constituent Synods (ULCA) for their approval. They have given full 
clearance. The Committee recommends that this amendment be adopted. 


D. The committee recommends that the following amendment to the synod con- 
stitution be received. ‘“That the following section be added to Article V (Meetings) 
of the Synodical Constitution as Section 4, ‘The Secretary of the Synod shall inform 
by mail all clerical members of Synod, all officers of Synod, and secretaries of con- 
gregations that have no Pastor, of all meetings of Synod, regular or special, at least 
30 days previous to the meeting.” That Section 4 be made Section 5 and Section » 
be made Section 6.”’ 


E. The committee has studied the Model Coseitvation for Congregations and the 
following is submitted as a model constitution for congregations in the English Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest. The committee recommends that this be 
adopted. (The model constitution would be printed at this point.) | 


F. During the year the committee has received proposed changes for constitutions 
from several congregations of synod. Full cooperation was received by the committee 
to all suggestions made to the congregations. The committee would call to the atten- 
tion of Brace that the Synod’s Constitution in Article IV, Section 2 (a), requires 
that proposed amendments or revisions of congregational constitutions -be reported 
to the president of Synod for information and, if adopted, that they be reported to 
him for record. 

| Respectfully submitted, 


FREDERICK A. MARKS, B.D. 
Chairman, Constitution Committee 


Action on the recommendations in the report was as follows: 


Item A.: On separate motions, the remainder of the proposed amendments to the 
Constitution of the United Lutheran Church in America were ratified, as follows: 
Article XI, Section 4; Article XIII, Section 2; Article XIII, Section 4: Article XIII. 
Section 6: Article XIV, Section 4; Article XIV, section 5. (The other proposed 
amendments were ratified at the Wednesday morning session. ) 


Item B.: On motion, the substitute amendment to Article [V, Section 3 (d), of 
the Constitution of the Synod, as proposed in the report, was adopted, with the 
following re-wording: 


“He shall, regularly, be ordained at the annual meeting of the Synod ‘by: the ministerial 
officers of the Synod and such ministerial assistants as the president may select; however, 
upon his request and in view of special circumstances, he shall be ordained by the president, 
or as THE PRESIDENT may otherwise provide and authorize, at some other time and place.” 

[tem C: On motion, this matter was referred back to the Committee on Constitu- 
tion for further study. 


Item D: Received as information. 


Item E: On motion, the model constitution ‘for congregations was siobed. with 
the addition of a new Section 3, Article II, and the renumbering of Section 3 to be 
Section 4, so as to read as follows: 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS) 
of 


In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost Amen. 


in order more effectively to carry on the weit and more fully to stcieiiplial the pur- 
pose of our organization, set forth in our Charter, hereby establish and adopt this 
Constitution. 
ARTICLE | 


Of Faith 


This congregation believes and confesses that the Canonical Books of the Old and 
New Testament are the Word of God, inspired by the Holy Ghost, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice; and that the three general Creeds—the Apostles’, the Nicene, 
and the Athanasian——and the Symbolical Books of the Lutheran Church, namely, the 
Unaltered Augsburg Confession, the Apology, the Smalcald Articles, the Small and 
Large Catechisms of Luther, and the Formula of Concord, are a true exposition and 
defense of that divine Word; by which rule and confession all questions of faith and 
practice shall be decided. 

To this doctrinal basis all instruction in the church, the ae and the family 
shall be conformed. 


ARTICLE Il 
Of the Synodical Relation 


Section 1. This congregation is and shall remain a member of the English Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest, a constituent synod of the United Lutheran © 
Church in America, unless dismissed by it to another Lutheran Synod or Lutheran 
church group. 

Section 2. This congregation digits for itself all rights and sccepts all the duties 
connected with such membership. 

Section 3. In case of a division of this congregation, its property, real, personal, 
and mixed, shall belong to that part which remains faithful to this constitution and 
to the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, its successors or assigns. 

Section 4. Should this congregation disband, or cease to PC for a period of 
two years, the title to all property. real, personal, and mixed, shall vest in the Eng- 
lish Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, its successors or assigns. 


ARTICLE III 
Of the Membership 


Section 1. Constituents: This congregation shall consist of the pastor or pastors 
and other baptized persons who have been admitted into its fellowship. This con- 
stitution recognizes two classes of members: Child Members and ‘‘Confirmed’’ Members. 


A. Child Members are those who have been baptized and are a part of the family of 
this congregation, but who have not yet been admitted by confirmation to the 
Holy Communion. 

B. ‘‘Confirmed’’ Members are those who have been duly received into full shembier- 
ship of this congregation by Adult Baptism, Confirmation, Certificate of Transfer, 
or Restoration. They cannot be removed from the membership except by death, 

Certificate of Transfer, voluntary withdrawal, or excommunication. Should request 
be made for dismissal to a congregation not of the Lutheran faith, the Church 
Council may grant such statement of standing as, in its judgment, may seem just 


and proper. 
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Section 2. The duties of church members are: to use faithfully the Means of Grace; 
to endeavor by a holy life to show the grace possessed; to seek out opportunities for 
growth in sanctification and stewardship; to further by word, deed and financial sup- 
port, the work of the congregation and the Church at large, and, in general, to strive 
earnestly in all manner of living to show forth a truly Christian life. 


Section 3. Adult Members shall be subject to annual classification by the Church 
Council as Communing or Inactive members. Communing members are those who 
have received the Holy Communion at least once within the year and, in the judgment 
of the Pastor and the Church Council, have fulfilled the duties defined in Article III, 
Section 2. Such Communing } Members shall be defined as ‘‘members in good standing.” 
Inactive members are those “who have failed to measure up to the requirements for 
Communing ‘Membership. Such Inactive members shall be defined as ‘‘Members not 
in good standing.”” 


_  $eetion 4. The congregation shall sitet by-laws defining the conditions under 
which the Adult “‘Confirmed’’ Members shall have the ‘right to vote at congregational 
meetings. 


ARTICLE IV 


Of the Pastor 


Section 1. The pastor shall be a minister of the Evangelical Ladies Church. He 
shall be a member of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest of 
the United Lutheran Church in America or become a member within a reasonable 
time. If the Synod refuses to receive him, or if he is deposed from the office of the 
ministry or excluded from the membership of the Synod, he automatically ceases to 
be the pastor. | 

Section 2. The election or the acceptance of a resignation of a pastor shall be _ 
written ballot at a properly called congregational meeting. In these matters, the Coun- _ 
cil and congregation shall proceed in conference and cooperation with the synodical 
authorities. The meeting of a congregation for the election of a Pastor should be 
presided over or attended by the President of the Synod or his representative. In the 
election of a or, the Council shall nominate one person and the vote shall be on 
his election. Two-thirds of the votes cast shall be necessary to a decision. When the 
congregation shall have duly elected a pastor, the official form of .Pastor’s Call ap- 
proved by the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest shall be used 
to extend the call of the congregation to the pastor-elect. ~ - 

Section 3. He shall conduct the public worship of the congregation according to 


the principles and usages of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, preach the Gospel as 
confessed by that Church, administer the Sacraments, catechize, comfort, and ainoadeh 


publicly and privately. 


Section 4. He shall be ex-officio president of the Council and of the congregation. 
Section 5. In order that he may devote himself fully to the duties of his office, — 


he shall receive an adequate salary, paid in regular installments. The amount of his 
salary, the times of payment, other allowances incident to his ministry and vacation 
arrangements shall be specified in the Call. His salary shall be subject to annual review. 
His expenses incident to attending the conventions of the conference and of the Synod 
shall be paid by the congregation. | 
Section 6. He shall be ible for keeping accurate records of all his ministerial 
acts in the “Parish Register’’ provided by the congregation for that purpose, which 
records shall be and remain the property of the congregation, and he shall also be 
the custodian of the official seal. 


Section 7. Should any charges of neglect of duty or false doctrine or immoral con- 
duct be brought against the pastor such charges shall be presented in writing over 
the signatures of five voting members of the congregation. When this has been done 
it shall be the duty of the Church Council to inquire into the truth of the same. The 
Pastor shall have the right to be present and to be heard before the Church Council 
when such charges are being considered. If the charges be substantiated, the Church 
Council shall admonish the pastor in a Christian spirit, endeavoring to remove all 
just cause for complaint. Should this prove unavailing, the Chu Council shall 
report the same in- writing to the President of Synod in order that the case may be 
dealt with according to the Constitution of Synod. Appeals from the decision o ie 
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Church Council may be sails to the Synod in accordance with the Constitution of 


the Synod. 
ART ICLE V 


Of the Council 
Section 1. The Council shall consist of the pastor or pastors and the deacons. 


Section 2. There shall be ..... -. deacons, communing members of the congre- | 
gation in good wor nomg at least twenty-one years of age, elected by the congregation | 
or 


at its annual meeting a term of three years in such manner that one-third shall 
retire annually. After having served ...... three-year term(s) in succession a deacon 
may not be elected to serve again until at least one year shall have elapsed from the 
“time of his retirement. Should a deacon cease to be a communing member in good 
standing, his office shall at once become vacant. 


Section 3. The deacons shall cooperate with their fellow members and with the 
‘ pastor in planning for and promoting the welfare of the congregation. While they 
shall attend specially to the business and property interests of the congregation, they 
shall not be unmindful of the spiritual duties prescribed by the Church in the office of 
their installation. 

Section 4. The Council shall be the executive committee and the board of trustees 
of the congregation. It shall see that the Constitution and By-Laws are obeyed and 
that the resolutions of the congregation are carried out. It shall arrange and carry, out 
plans for the welfare of the congregation and for its work in connection with the 


Church at large. It shall guard the order of the services and the purity of teaching 


both in the pulpit and in the schools of the congregation. The Church Council shall 
a mee for the employment and supervision of the paid servants of the local 
chur 


Section 5. The Council shall each year classify all “Confirmed” Members. of the 
congregation as Communing or Inactive members on the basis of the requirements set 


forth in Article III, Section 3. It shall make every effort to restore the inactive mem- — 


bers to good standing. 


Section 6. The Council shall not sell or encumber the real estate of the congrega- 
tion unless authority is given at a congregational meeting. Nor shall it, without 
authority from the congregation, incur any financial obligation exceeding one-tenth 
_ the pnaeet of the total offerings received by the Congregation in the preceding 
nancial year 


_ Section 7. The Council shall fill all ad-interim vacancies in its lay-membership until 
the next annual meeting of the congregation. 


ARTICLE VI 
Of the Officers 
‘Section 1. A vice-president, secretary, congregational treasurer, benevolence treas- 
urer and financial secretary shall be elected by the Council for a term of one year. 
These officers, if not members of the Council, shall be accorded the privilege of voice 
without vote in the meetings of the Council. The vice-president shall be a member 
Of the Church Council. 
Section 2. vice-president shall be chairman of the Council and of the con- 
 gregation in absence of the pastor and during a pastoral vacancy. : 


Section 3. The secretary shall keep accurate minutes of all meetings of the congre- 
gation and Council in a volume provided by the congregation, which shall be pre- 


served permanently in the Archives of the congregation. He shall keep all records 


of the congregation except those provided for in Article IV, Section 6, and Article VI, 
Sections 4, 5, and 6. 


Section 4. The congregational treasurer shall keep all accounts of the congregation 
and disburse them on proper orders. He shall make such reports as the by-laws 
require. He shall furnish bond as vo by the Council, at the expense of the con- 
gregation. 

Section 5. The benevolence treasurer shall receive all monies intended for the benev- 
olent work of the congregation, the synod and the church at large. He shall keep 
an accurate account of all such receipts and disbursements, making mosthly remittance 
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of all benevolence funds to the proper authorities. He shall furnish bond as required 
by the Council, at the expense of the congregation. 

Section 6. The financial secretary shall keep a careful record of all contribvering 
members, also an accurate account of their contributions, and shall endeavor to effect 
prompt payment of all pledges and subscriptions. He shall keep a record of all financial 
receipts and see that they are turned over to the proper treasurers. : 

Section 7. These officers shall be communing members of the congregation in seed 
standing. Should they cease to be such, their offices at once become vacant. Such 
vacancy for causes established, shall be officially declared by vote of the Church Coun- © 
cil, and shall be filled by the Council for the remaining unexpired term. | 


ARTICLE VII 
Of Discipline 

Section 1. The Council shall administer discipline as the oper of the. 
congregation, subject to appeal as provided in the Constitution of the Synod. In all 
cases of serious difficulty the counsel and instruction of the presidents of the Conference 
and of the Synod shall be sought and respectfully considered. Discipline shall in all — 
cases be administered after the pattern of Matthew 18:15-17, and in accordance with | 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the congregation and of the Synod. | 

Section 2. The offences for which discipline may be administered are: conduct of 
an immoral or scandalous character, flagrant dishonesty; the holding and teaching of 
heretical opinions; persistent trouble-making, especially in the affairs of the congrega- 
, tion; the commission of serious crimes against the law of the land; and in general, 

whatever conduct is grossly unbecoming a member of the Church of Christ. 

Section 3. The penalties that may be imposed are: (a) censure in private or be- 
_ fore the Council or congregation, (b) suspension until evidence of repentance is given 

the Council, (c) excommunication. 

Section 4. Acts of discipline or ‘‘inactive’’ classification by the Church Council 
shall constantly be subject to review by the Council, at the request of persons so 
disciplined or classified, to the end that offenders may be restored to the rights and 
privileges of communing members in good standing. Offenders should be encouraged 
re apply for and secure such restoration under the direction of the penne and — 

uncil. : 

Section 5. Appeal from the discipline of the Council’ may be made to the con- 
gregation and to the Synod in accordance with the Constitution of the Synod. 


ARTICLE Vill 


Of Meetings 
Section 1. An annual meeting of the congregation shall be held upon a date to be 


: fixed in accordance with the provision of the By-Laws. 


Section 2. Special meetings of the congregation may be called by the pastor when 
he deems necessary and shall be called when requested by the Council or in writing 
by ten communing members. In the call for special meetings, the purpose of the meet- 
' ing shall be specified and at the meeting no other business shall be transacted. 

Section 3. In case of a pastoral vacancy the vice-president shall call congregational 
meetings as may be necessary; or a meeting may be called by the President of the 
Synod to which the congregation belongs upon the written request of ten communing 
members. 

Section 4. Notice of all congregational meetings shall be given by announcement 
at two consecutive weekly worship services or by mail to all voting members at least 
ten days previous to the meeting. 

Section 5. The Council shall hold regular meetings as stated in the By-Laws. . 

Section 6. Any number of members in good standing at any properly called 
congregational meeting shall constitute a quorum at a congregational meeting, except 
when the question is in the election or release of a pastor, or the purchase, sale, or 
mortgaging of real estate, when one-fifth of the members” in good standing shall 


be necessary to a quorum. 
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ARTICLE IX 
Schools 


Section 1. The Congregation shall always maintain a Church School, and such 
other schools for religious instruction as may be ordered and approved by the church 
council, in which the Bible, the Small Catechism, and Church School lesson and 
service books authorized by the Synod to which this congregation belongs, shall be 
the means of instruction. 


Section 2. The Pastor is ex-officio the head of the Church School, but the teach- 


ers and officers of the school should elect an Assistant Superintendent satisfactory to 


the Church Council, whose duty it shall be to look after the growth and welfare 
of the school; to see that the teachers and scholars are regular and attentive; and to 
assist the pastor in the opening and closing services, or take full charge as the pastor 
may request. 

Section 3. The teachers in the Church School shall be confirmed members in snd 
standing of an Evangelical Lutheran Congregation, and shall be appointed by the 
pastor and assistant superintendent. | 


ARTICLE X 
Of Societies 
Section 1. No societies shall be organized or disbanded in the congregation without 
the consent of the Council. 


Section 2. All organizations within the congregation exist to serve the welfare 
of the congregation as a whole, and as such are subject to the will of the congrega- 
tion as expressed by the church council or congregational meeting. They shall, upon 
request of the Council, make such reports concerning their membership, finances and 
work as may be specified by the Council. | 


ARTICLE XI 
Of By-Laws 


By-Laws, not in conflict with the Constitution, may be adopted or sated at any 
annual meeting of the congregation by a two-thirds vote of the members present. 


ARTICLE XII 
Of Amendments 


Section 1. Risendinanie to this Constitution may be made at any annual congrega- 
tional meeting by a two-thirds vote of the members present provided that they have 
been proposed in writing by at least three members at the preceding annual meeting, 


or that they shall have been approved by the Church Council, and, by it submitted 


to the communing members of the congregation by mail, at least thirty days before 
the annual congregational meeting. 


Section 2. No amendments, however, may be which would ‘alter Article 
I or II or Section 2 of Article XII of this Constitution. 


BY-LAWS 
SECTION | 


Congregational Meetings 


Item 1. “he annual congregational meeting shall be held on a date to be fixed by 
the Church Council in the month of ............... 


Item 2. At the annual meeting, the pastor, the treasurer or treasurers of the con- 
gtegation, and the officers of the various Organizations and schools within the con- 
regation shall submit — in writing, 


age 
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Item 3. At the annual meeting, provision shall be made for election of delegates 
to the conventions of the Conference and the Synod, whose expenses shall be paid 
by the congregation, 


Item 4. At congregational meetings, all communing. members in | good standing, 
twenty-one years of age or over, shall be eligible to vote. : 


SECTION II 


The Church Council 


Item 1. All lay-members of the Church Council pawl elected or re-elected shall 
_ be installed by the pastor at the next public service following their election or as soon 
thereafter as possible. 


Item 2. All elections of lay-members of the Council shall be by ballot and the 
result duly recorded by the secretary. 


Item 3. Nominations for Church Council membership shall be made by the Church 
Council to the number of twice the vacancies to be filled. Additional nominations may 
be made from the floor to the number of the vacancies to be filled. A eamauinid of the 
votes cast shall be necessary to election. 


_ Item 4. The council shall meet regularly once each month. Special meetings may 
be called by the pastor on his own initiative, and must be called if requested by three 
members of the council. 


Item 5. The following shall constitute the Order for Business: 
Roll call and action on excuses for absence. 

A period for the study of the life and work of the Church. 
Devotions. 

Reading of minutes. 

Report of the Pastor. 

Report of the treasurer or treasurers. 

Reports of standing committees. 

. Reports of special committees. 

. Other reports. 

. Reception of petitions and communications. 

Unfinished business. | | 
. New business. 

Adjournment with prayer. 


SECTION III 
Standing Committees 


Item 1. At its first meeting in each congregational year, the Church Council shall 
appoint, from its own or from the voting membership of the congregation, as many 
standing committees as the local and general interests of the Church may require. 
They shall serve for one year. The Pastor shall have a voice and vote in all com- 
mittees of the congregation. 

Item 2. The duties of all standing committees not otherwise defined shall be fixed 
by the Church Council, from whom they shall receive needed instructions and by 
whom their acts shall be subject to review. 


 Jtem 3. There shall be a Committee on Church Property. This committee shall 
provide for the proper care and protection of all property of the congregation and 
shall see that the same is kept in good repair and adequately insured. 


Item 4. There shall be a Finance Committee of which the congregational treasurer, 
the benevolence treasurer and the financial secretary shall be members ex-officio. Its 
duty shall be to prepare the annual budget of the congregation for the succeeding 
year and to provide ways and means for the gathering of the needed funds in a scrip- 
tural and systematic way. It shall see that the financial affairs of the congregation 
are conducted efficiently, the bills promptly paid, and the funds of the congregation 
properly invested, subject to the approval of the Church Council. It shall also provide 
for the annual auditing of the accounts of the treasurer or tféasurers and of the financial 


"secretary. 


| 
4 
; 
3 
| 
+> 
Ret 
4 
iz 
me 
“ > 
. 
. 
~ 
RE 
x? 
& 
Bes 
4 M 
3 At 
t 
+ x 
25 
§ 
? 
- 
| 
2 
ae pe 
# 
2 
a 4 
>, 
4 = x 
2 
Be - 
; 
4 
x 
Ss 


into the homes of the congregation. 


adopted. 


Item 5. There shall be a Committee on Worship and Music. It shall be ihe duty 
of this committee to see that the services of God’s House are conducted properly and 


in accordance with the liturgy of the Church, that competent ushers are provided to~ 
act as ‘‘doorkeepers in the House of the Lord,’’ and that hymnbooks and devotional — 


worship helps are provided and properly cared for. It shall supervise the organization 


and promotion of choirs, the employment of the organist and any paid singers, be 


responsible for the care of all musical instruments and robes, and in consultation with 
the pastor and choirmaster provide music proper for the services of worship and the 
edification of the congregation. 


Item 6. There shall be a Committee on Education and t icevakein This committee, 
in consultation with the pastor, shall have responsibility for the organization, promo- 
tion and supervision of the Church school, other schools and the young people’s 
organizations of the congregation. It shall recommend the use of mig tots Lutheran 
literature, and seek to introduce proper church papers and books o 


Item 7. There shall be a Committee on Stewardihip and Bisdvebans of which 
the benevolence treasurer shall be a member ex-officio. The duty of this committee 
shall be to disseminate information among the members of the congregation concern- 
ing the benevolent work of the Church and to promote a vital sense of stewardship 
in the congregation. 

Item 8. There shall be a Committee on Membership, Welfare and Evangelism. It 
shall be the duty of this committee to seek to revitalize the indifferent and to stimulate 
and direct the congregation in a continuous program of personal evangelism among 
the unchurched. It shall look after the poor and needy in the congregation, providing 
such relief as may be persis. 


SECTION IV 


Amendments 


No alterations or amendments to these By-Laws shall be eube: unless they are 
presented in writing, to the Church Council and read at a public service prior to the 
meeting at which they are to be considered. 


On motion the Report of the Constitution Committee, as a whole, 


family devotion 
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78 ‘Milwaukee 


Mr. Walter O. Helwig presented the 
TREASURER'S REPORT WITH AUDIT 


General Fund Assets: (Including Unsegregated es 
United States Savings Bonds (Schedule 1)...... 16,243.87 
Advances for travel expenses ................ 500.00 
Mortgage receivable—Individual .............. 3,324.18 
Total general fund and unsegregated assets .. $ 69,640.55 
Deduct—Unsegregated assets of other funds ...... 
Synod Mission Fund: ae 
6,745.00 
Mission church property .................... 96,541.17 
Home Mission Sponsors Fund Assets: 
Undivided interest in general fund assets (above) 14,208.35 
Student Aid Fund Assets: | 
Common Stock—Froedtert Grain ond Malting Compa | 
(Market value $24,000.00) ........ 13,295.20 
Investment Share Account—First Federal Savings 
Undivided interest in general fond assets (above) . 2,084.51 | 
Total student aid fund assets ...... 15,879.71 
United Lutheran Church Women—Wisconsin Conference—Assets : | 
Undivided interest in general fund assets (above) .............. : 78.54 
Committee of Devotional Booklets | 
— Assets: 
LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 
General Fund Liabilities: 
Designated contributions .................... | 118.89 
Group insurance deposits .............. ..... 21.76 
Mortgage Payable: 
Lutheran Brotherhood (Oaklawn Parsonage) ... 9,869.23 


Total general fund liabilities ............... ere ee $ 10,009.88 


General Fund Balances: 
Unappropriated—Represented by cash, government | 
bonds, and short term receivables ............ 4,656.23 


Appropriated to 1956 U.L.C.A convention 
Invested in parsonages and equipment ...._.. es 37,526.64 
43,259.27 
Total general liabilities and fund " 
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1956 79 
Synod Mission Fund: 
Fund Balance—Exhibit B .............. 111,241.80 
Home Mission Sponsors Fund: | 
Student Aid Funds (Exhibit B) 
Hugo O. P. Franke fund balance .............. $ 15,379.71 
August Rademacher fund balance ........ 500.00 
Wisconsin Conference, United Lutheran Church Women Fund: 
Stewardship Committee—Department of Devoslonil Booklets 
Fund balance (Exhibit B) .......... 21,790.54 


Total liabilities and fund balances... $246,468.09 


ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES | 
January 15, 1955, to January 15, 1956 


Fund 
Additions: | 
Transfer from reserve for debt retirement for beties | 
Increase in redemption value of United States 
Synod convention delegates travel—unexpended . 452.22 
Current budget appropriations reserved for 1956 
U.L.C.A. convention allowances... .. 1,076.40 
Current budget appropriations used for Synod equip- 
Temi edditions ........... 29643 
Deductions: 
Increase in Synod mission fund loans and real estate 
$ 39,865.56 
Synod equipment purchased ........ 395.10 
Total capital expenditures 
Current year budget under expended for expense 
Current year budget over $ 11,265.55 
Contribution to Lutheran World Action authorized 
by Executive Committee .................. 3,000.00 
Synod mission fund—net loans and real estate ....  43OL37828 
Reserve for Debt Retirement 
Additions: | 
. General budget appropriation .......... pees 5,232.50 
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Deductions: 
Debts liquidated during year 
Amount transferred to Synod mission fund and used 
for mission loans | 4,349.74 


Mission Fund 


Milwaukee 


(This fund to reflect Synod’s investment in mission loans and real estate) 


From General fund balance— 
Amount of loans ped mission real estate at January 


Current Budget appropriations: 
Excess debt retirement reserve used for mission fund 


Synodical home mission appropriations used for mis- 
35,319.82 


Synod mission fund balance at January 15, 1956 _ 
invested in mission loans and real estate ................ 


Home Mission —— Fund 


Additions: 
Contributions: | 
‘Transfer of Central Conference Lot Fund balance 
in accordance with resolution at Synod 


$101,376.24 


39,865.56. 


Deductions: 
Our Saviour’s, Appleton—Grant .............. $ 900.00 
Trinity, West Allis—Chairs ............. ees 425.00 
Mt. Olivet Minot—Taxes and interest ........ 1.192.423 
Mound’s View, St. Paul—Landscaping .......... 300.00 
Cross of Christ, St. Louis Park, Minn.—Books and 
Gethsemane, Milwaukee—Landscaping ~400.00 
Valley of Peace, Minneapolis—Hymnals ........ 37.40 
Missoula, Montana—Hymnals ................ | 65.06 
Central Conference Lot rune 


Transferred to Home Mission Sponsors Fund in 
accordance with resolution at Syriod convention ......... pee 
Balance January 15, 1956 


Student Aid Funds 
Balance, January 15, 1955: 


Hugo O. P. Franke Fund (No change)......... $15,379.71 . 


August Rademacher Fund for aid to Synod’s Liberal __ 
Arts College if established (No change) eS: 300.00 


$141,241.80 


$ 11,750.40 


6,149.15 
$ 17,899.55 


3,691.20 


$ 14,208.35 


$ 1,063.33 


$ 15,879.71 
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UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN FUND 
Wisconsin Conference 


Balance, January 15, 1995... 52.64 
Additions: 
Wisconsin Conference United Lutheran Church 
_ Good Shepherd, La Crosse, Wisconsin, Sale of ie Te 
‘Deductions: | : 
Holy Trinity, West Allis—Hymnals .......... 177.10 
Faith, Walworth, Wisconsin—Chairs .......... 269.00 
King of Glory, West Allis—Hymnals ....... oe ‘137.50 


Balance, January 15,1956 ........... $ 78.54 


STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE FUND 
Department of Devotional 


Additions: | 
Net income of Devotional Booklet Department for es 
Deductions: 
Transfer to general budget for saunas ex- ; | 


GENERAL FUND INCOME AND EXPENDITURES 
Year Ended January 15, 1956 


Income: 
Contributions for Budget Allocation: 
| Total contributions for allocation ............. 
Stument fund ... 2, 574. 50 
aid loan repaid ... 4. ..... 135.00 2,709.50 
Expenses: 
Allocated Contributions: 


Inner Missions: | 
Nachusa Children’s Home 
$ 807.30 
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Welfare Societies: 
1,816.43 


Contributions allocated to others: (above) : 


86,710.86 


6,727.50 


10,465.00 


44 


2,519.83 


$595,010.67 


Milwaukee 


Minnesota (27%) ......... 
(3%) 201.82 
North Dakota (4%) ....... 269.10 
Wisconsin (48%) 3.259.240 
Lutheran Theo. Seminary ........ 
Student Foundations: 
410) $ 1,046.51 
Grand Forks (10%) ...... 1,046.50 
Madison (40%) .......... 4,186.00 
Twin Cities (40%) ........ 4,185.99 
United Lutheran Church in America .......... 
Total allocated contributions to others ...... 
Expenses Within Synod: 
Ministerial education aids ......... $ 3,800.00 
Salaries and allowances | 
Home Mission Expenses: 
Salaries and allow- | 
$32,285.00 
Real estate operation 3,505.96 
Travel and sundry... 7,895.55 43,686.51 
2,282.16 
Stewardship promotion ...... 8,440.47 
Synodical Bulletin ............ 13,059.71 
U.L.C.A. convention (1956).... 1,076.40 
Foreign missions committee...... 67.49 
$110,241.44 


Contributions for use within Synod............ oi oe 


Expenses Within Synod: 


Amount brought forward ......... $110,241.44 
2,420.92 
Office building operation .......... 2,758.10 
Executive committee ............. 1,138.40 
Investigating and trial committee... .. 3,383.99 
Pensions and insurance ............ 4229.84 
2,527.05 
Severance allowance ............. 500.00 

Total expenses within Synod......... 


Total contributions remaining for other purposes 
Debt retirement 
Mission extension loans and real estate........... is 
Synod equipment 


Total Synod expenditures in excess of contributions | 


$ 


686.76 


39,865.56 


395.10 


= 


$595,010.67 $753,959.21 


595,010.67 


$158,948.54 


129,266.67 


29,681.87 


40,947.42 


$ 11,265.55 
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$68,901.43 


$ 1,894.97 


1,359.14 $2.214.79 


wre 


7,595.28 


$ 2.306.882 


$49,073.00 


1956 
TREASURER'S REPORT 


| Comparative figures for the past two years follow: 


| Per Cent 

| 1955 1954 Increase Increase 

General benevolences ....... $747,499.71 $684,425.65 $63,073.95 9.22% 
Designated contributions ... 236,665.30 203,598.70 33,066.60 16.24% 
Total contributions .....$984.165.01 $888,024.46 $96,140.55 10.83% 


A Synod Mission Fund was set up on the books during the year to reflect the 
synod’s investment in loans and real estate of mission congregations. The loans and 
‘real estate of mission congregations at January 15, 1955, amounting to $101,376.24, 
was charged against the General Fund Balance. Increases in loans during 1955 were 
taken from current budget appropriations for Synodical Home Mission expense and 
the excess amount allocated for debt retirement was also used. 

Included in the balance sheet is the net worth of the Stewardship Committee’s 
Devotional Booklet Department as at December 31, 1955, amounting to $21,790.54 
as stated in the audit report of R. A. Strand, C.P.A., Minneapolis. This depart- 
ment — $3,000.00 to the Synod Treasurer for stewardship purposes dur- 
ing | 
: “The general budget was under-expended by $29,680.87 for general expense pur- 
poses. However, the synod extended loans and purchased real estate from this overage ~ 
which resulted in the budget being over-expended by $11,265.55 after capital ex- 
penditures were deductad. 

Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) W. O. HELWIG, Treasurer 


REPORT OF THE AUDITOR bY 
“March 21, 1956 


English Lutheran Synod of thee Northwest: 


Gentlemen: 

We have examined the accounting records of your Treasurer, Walter O. Helwig, 
for the year 1955 and submit herewith our report as listed in the table of contents. 
Included in this report are all the cash transactions of January 15, 1955, to January 
15, 1956, to record all contributions from Synod congregations and all disbursements 
applicable to 1955. 

Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing stand- 
ards and accordingly included such tests of accounting records and such other auditing 
procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 

In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheet and statement of changes in fund 
balances present fairly the financial position of the English Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of the Northwest at January 5, 1956, in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


REILLY, PENNER & BENTON | 
Certified Public Accountants 


On motion the report of the auditors was adopted, this action car- 
rying with it the adoption of the Treasurer's Report. 

The treasurer requested that Synod grant him authority to invest 
in the Common Investment Fund of the United Lutheran Church in 
America any monies available for investment. 

On motion, his request was referred to the Executive Committee 


with power to act. 
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Pastor S. J. Sigurgeitson presented the 
Report of the Statistician 


The statistics for 1955 show some very substantial and gratifying increases in the 
various fields of Synodical activity. ‘The growth in Baptized, Confirmed and Communing 
membership is appreciably over and above that of 1954. The Sunday Schools added 
2,720 children to their rolls as compared to an increase of 1,861 children in 1954. 
Property value and indebtedness rose sharply, with the unusual expenses following suit. 
‘These increases point to much activity in the field of building, repairing and reno- 
vating, with a commensurate rise in congregational expenditures. The total Benevolence 
has for the first time exceeded the million mark; however, the increase in ‘‘Per Member 
Giving”’ is conspicuously small. The total receipts show an increase of 16.38 per cent 
in 1955 as compared to 7.74 per cent in 1954. os 

In studying these statistics we humbly note that the year of our t fond. 1955, was 
a year of considerable Niles and progress for our Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
SKULI J. SIGURGEIRSON, Statistician — 


On motion the report was adopted. 


TABLE I Per Cent 
1954 Base 
| | 1955 1954 Increase Increase 
Communing ....... 67,292 3,941 ‘9.89 
Sunday School Enrollment. 32,734 30,014 2.420 9.06 
Property Value ......... $19,703,082 $17,317,153 $2,385,929 13.77 
Property Indebtedness .. . 4,037,741 3,259,906 777,835 23.86 
2,005,338 °#1,847,951 157,387 8.51 
Total Unusual ......... 2,094,958 1,627,068 467,890 28.75 
Total Congregational Exp. 4,100,296 3,475,019 625,277 17.99 
Special Benevolence (Other) 327,042 288,372 38,670 (13.40 
Total Benevolence 1,068,531 963,697 104,834 10.87 
Total Receipts ..... 4,438,716 727,097 (16.38 
TABLE II Percentage 
| Difference 1954 Basis 
| 1955 1954 1955 minus 1954 _ Increase 
Benevolence General Fund: | : 
Per Conf. Member ..... $ 8.80 23... 89 
Per Comm. Member . 10.40 10.04 Plus .36 3.58 
Per Conf. Member ..... 3.89 3.62 Plus .27 7.46 
Per Comm. Member .... 4.59 4.28 Plus .31 7.24 
Total Benevolence: | : 
Ss Conf. Member ..... 12.69 12.09 Plus .60 4.96 
Per Comm. Member .... 14.99 Plus .67 4.68 
Congregational Expense: | 
Per Conf. Member ..... 48.84 43.59 Plus 5.25. 12.04 
Per Comm. Member .... 57.56 51.64 Plus 5.92 11.04 
‘Total All Receipts: 
Per Conf. Member ..... 60.34 55.69 Plus 4.65 8.34 
_Per Comm. Member .... 72.52 65.96 Plus 6.56 9.94 
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1956 | 


Pastor Carl Fagerlin continued the Report of the Committee on 
Election Procedures. On motion, the report was adopted, with the 
understanding that the dates in Item II be changed to apply to the 
years 1957, 1958 and 1959 respectively. (See action at close of Tues- 
day morning session. ) 


Pastor Finn Haden presented the 


REPORT OF SOCIAL MISSIONS 


The Toronto Convention report makes this observation. ‘“The U.L.C.A. has given 
the Board of Social Missions the responsibility of alerting the Church, through its 
synods and congregations, to its opportunity to bring all men into a knowledge of 
and contact with redemptive power of the gospel in order that it may be applied 
to their needs. In a world restless today and fearful of tomorrow there is no healing 
for men’s souls other than that offered by God through Jesus Christ, His Son. To 
make known this glorious fact is the privilege of every true believer. This can be 
done through personal testimony to another, through ministering in serving love to 
the unfortunate and distressed, or through helping ‘to change the climate made un- 
toward by social injustices and ‘‘inequities.’ | 
- Our United Lutheran Church has gone “‘all out’’ for Evangelism and the same can 
be said of many other religious bodies. Bringing the good news of Christ coming 


into the world to die for sinners is the privilege and responsibility of every Christian 


astor. In welfare work we deal with many unfortunate people. We minister to those 

in hospitals, houses of correction, unmarried mothers and children’ s homes. We are 
trying to be Good Samaritans ‘“‘to the least of these my brethren.’’ Obviously there 
is no way of placing a money value on the services rendered to members in any kind 
of institution. In one of our sanatoriums there is a lady patient who is receiving 
instruction from a Lutheran chaplain. This patient has three children in another sana- 
torium 300 miles away. Through another chaplain arrangements were made to baptize 
the three little girls on a day that the parents and sponsors could be present. The 
mother will be baptized when she has finished her instruction. This spiritual service 
cannot be measured in money but it is done because the love of Christ constrains us 
to do so. The budgets for these four agencies total approximately ‘‘one million 
dollars."’ During the past year 1,268 children were served on our territory. 328 
children were = er for adoption. 815 unmarried mothers were given spiritual and 
physical help. 151 displaced ‘persons were resettled in our four states. 


We of the Lutheran Welfare Society of Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota and 


Wisconsin are grateful to the many pastors and church members who have given 
freely of their time, treasure and talent in ministering to unfortunate peo le. We 
solicit your good will and prayers and gifts in this important work of God's Kingdom. 
The work load is getting greater, so we must increase our gifts. 


FINN H. HANSEN 


o> He then added the following recommendation and moved its adop- 
tion: 


Ringlich Evangelical Latheren ‘Syed’ of tie: 
synodical Lutheran Welfare agencies in the states of Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota | 


and Montana; that these societies, within each state, be the duly designated welfare agencies 
Synod for the ministries they provide; that the members of the Board of Directors 


of the 
elected from the Northwest Synod be recognized as being spokesmen of the Synod.” 
On motion the recommendation was referred back to the committee 


on social missions for further clarification with the Executive Board 


of the United Lutheran Church in America. 
- On motion the report, without the recommendation, was adopted. 
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Pastor T. S. Rees took the chair while the President presented the 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL BOARD OF 
MISSIONS 


The Staff 


Three pastors are called as Synodical Missionaries. The Rev. D. H. Shelhart who 
brings his 20th organized congregation to this convention; the Rev. Merle Franke 
since July 1954 who comes with his 2nd organized congregation; the Rev. Robert 
L. Bartsch since November 1954 who brings his 2nd organized congregation. 

In addition other men have been called as Mission Organizers. They are the 
Rev. Karl Schmidt whose work in Missoula Montana was started June 1955. The 
Rev. Michael D. Furney who began work in the Noble Avenue area of Golden 
Valley, suburban Minneapolis in November 1955. Valley of Peace congregation was 
organized on February 19, 1956. | | 

The Rev. Howard Rice began work on the East side of Madison, Wisconsin, in the 
Fall of 1955. St. Matthew’s Church is scheduled for organization on June 17. | 
_ The Rev. Ralph Sandgren began work in the Northwest area of Billings, Montana 

on April 8, 1956. | | 
| The Executive Committee of Synod is the operating board for Home Missions. 
The President of Synod is designated as Superintendent. The Rev. D. H. Shelhart is 
the missionary in charge of survey and organization. 

Synod is represented on NLC Regional Home Mission Committees for allocation of 
fields as follows: | 

Madison: The Rev. A. G. Streich and the Rev. A. A. Zinck, D.D. 

Minnesota: Dr. L. V. Downing and the Rev. Theodore S. Rees. 

North Dakota: The Rev. W. H. Gable, D.D., and the Rev. Lloyd Zaudtke. 

Montana: The Rev. John Shannon and the Rev. John Dehaan. 

South Dakota: The Rev. George E. Dressler. 


| Changes in the List of Missions 

On December 31, 1955 the following congregations assumed self support as to 
salary aid: Deephaven, Minn., Grace, the Rev. George Gerberding: Milwaukee, Wis., 
Gethsemane, Milwaukee, Wis., Redemption, the Rev. Wilbur E. Wicklund. Minne- 
apolis, Minn., Hope, the Rev. William Dion. South Beloit Faith, vacant. Two Rivers, | 
Calvary, Frederick Marks, pastor until April 1, 1956. : 

During 1955 the following new missions applied for and were granted salary aid 
status: La Crosse, Wis., Good Shepherd, the Rev. Jarvie Mattes. New Brighton, 
Minn., Cross of Glory, the Rev. John Metzker. Spring Park, Minn., Good Shepherd, 
the Rev. Dewaine Kolbo. Walworth, Wis., Faith, the Rev. C. James Clement. West 
Allis, Wis., Holy Trinity, the Rev. Robert Weeden. 


Congregations Organized and Applying for Membership in Synod 
- Valley of Peace Church. Organized Feb. 19 1956 by the Rev. Michael D. Furney. 
Meets in Noble Avenue School, Golden Valley, suburban Minneapolis. The congre- 


gation has called Pastor Furney and he has accepted. Church site, two acres purchased __ 


at the request of the congregation in its behalf. Application to be made to Department 
of Church Extension for financing. | | Ae 

King of Glory Church. Organized April 15, 1956 by Synodical Missionary Robert — 
L. Bartsch. Location, Forest Home Avenue, Milwaukee, Wis. Church site of two 
acres purchased by Synod and house-chapel erected to provide meeting place. Applica-— 
tion to be made to Board of American Missions for financing. te 

St. Paul’s Church. Organized April 22, 1956 by Synodical Missionary Merle 
Franke. Location, West of Hopkins, Minnesota. Church site of four acres on which 
a house-chapel has been erected has been financed temporarily by Synod. Application 
to be made to Board of American Missions for permanent financing. 

Mt. Pleasant Church, Mygatt’s Corners, suburban Racine, Wisconsin, by Synodical 
Missionary D. H. Shelhart on April 29, 1956. The large‘charter membership is the 
result of excellent leadership of the Rev. Jerome Miller, pastor and the congregation 
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of Atonement Latheran Church, Racine. Most of the members of Mt. Pleasant were — 


formerly members of Atonement. | 
St. Matthew's Church, Madison, Wis. To be organized on June 17, 1956 by the 


Rev. Howard Rice. Again it was necessary to erect a house-chapel to provide a 
meeting place. | 


Prince of Peace Church, Missoula, Montana, was organized under the ministry of 


the Rev. Karl Schmidt, on May 6, 1956. 


Mission Building 


St. Louis Park, Cross of Christ, dedicated $48,000 church. 

St. Louis Park, Prince of Peace, dedicated $172,000 church. 

Baraboo, Wis., St. Paul's, building first unit. Cost $64,000. 

Poynette, Bethel, built and occupied new parsonage. Cost $14,000. 

Columbus, Montana, St. James’, bought and occupied parsonage. Cost $14, 500. 

reen Bay, Wis., Resurrection, ug t new parsonage an jacent to 

church. Cost $22,250. steep 

New Brighton, Minn., Cross of Gloss. bought parsonage. Cost $10, 000. 

Spring Park, Minn., Good Shepherd, bought parsonage. Cost $12,000. 

Walworth, Wis., Faith, bought parsonage. &o st $12,500. | 

South Beloit, Wis., Faith, bought rey. adjacent to church. Cost $7, 000. 


Extension 


Each year the Minutes of Synod lists the congregations having Church Extension 
loans from the Board of American Missions of the United Lutheran Church in America. 
It is significant that in 1946—ten years ago—the total so invested in our congregations 
was $265,881 plus. On March 14, 1955 the amount was $616,149.00. This is 
evidence of the splendid guidance and assistance of the Department of Church Extension. 


All dealings with the Board of American Missions show the genuine concern and 


eagerness to serve on the part of all Board officers and staff. 


Summaries 


Appleton, Wis., Our Saviour’s. Organized 1952. Jerome Jackson, pastor since 
May 1953. Property consists of parsonage and gpouse-chapel. Confirmed 106, up 16. 
Communing 85, up 6. 

Baraboo, Wis., St. Paul's. Organized 1953. Alan Henderson, pastor since June 
1953. First unit under construction with help of Church Extension. Confirmed 197, 


up 44. Communing 190, up 37. 


Billings, Montana, Bethlehem. Organized 1949, Robert Bartels, pastor since Febru- 
ary 1950. Membership: confirmed 234, up 37. Communing 197, up 14. 


Butte, Montana, United Luth. Organized 1941. Robert Fellows pastor since 1953. 


Membership: confirmed 132, down 7. Communing 116, down 10. To be self 


supporting December 31, 1956. 


- Calhoun Road, Wisconsin, Reformation. Organized 1942. Richard Gaenslen, pastor 
since December 1950. In building fund effort for new church. Membership: wervemess 
144, up 22. Communing 133, up 20. 

Columbus, Montana, St. James’. Mission status 1952. Ralph Sandgren, pastor 
since 1953. New parsonage bought in 1955. Membership: Confirmed 177, up 16. 
Communing 120, up 2.: 

Deephaven, Mi innesota, Grace. Organized 1947. George Gerberding, pastor since 


1953. Membership: confirmed 462, up 35; communing 394, up 29. Self supporting, 


Dec. 31, 1955. 
Durham, Wisconsin, Bethlehem. Mission status 1949. Lloyd. Franke became pastor 


Feb. 15, 1956. Membership: confirmed 140, no change. Communing 131, down 2. 


Fargo, North Dakota, St. John’s. Organized 1947. Archie Campbell pastor since 
1951. Oversees branch Sunday school in southwest part of Fargo. Membership : 
confirmed 277, down 3; communing 210, up 15. First unit under construction. Will 
cost $120, 
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Green Bay, Wisconsin, Resurrection. Organized 1941. Bruce Kloese, pastor since 
1954. New parsonage bought in 1955. Purchased property adjacent to church for 
expansion. Membership: confirmed 288, up 44; communing 243, up 34. 

La Crosse, Wisconsin, Good Shepherd. Organized 1955. Jarvie Mattes, pastor since 
June 1955. Property consists of church site and house-chapel. Membership: confirmed 
communing 125. 


, Lancaster, Burton, Montfort, Wisconsin. Howard Knox, pastor since June 1955, 
Membership: confirmed 221, down 10; communing 149, down 21. 


Long Lake, Minnesota, Trinity. Mission status 1948. Student supply since June 
1955, Membership: confirmed 269, down 12; communing 249, up 4. 


Madison, Monona Village, St. Stephen’s. agg 1953, Waldemar Nelson, 
pastor since 1953. Preliminary drawings now before Department of Church Archi- 
tecture. Membership: confirmed 261, up 43; communing 211, up 28. | 

Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, Holy Cross. Organized 1952. Frederick Marks, or 
since April 1956. Membership: confirmed 205, up 16; communing 191, up 16. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Gethsemane, Organized 1948. Membership; confirmed 423, 
up 23; communing 498, up 12. Self support Dec. 31, 1955. 

Milwaukee, sconsin, Martin Luther. Organized 1950. Charles Barber pastor 
since March 1955. Membership: confirmed 236, up 4; communing, 224, up 2. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Redemption. Organized 1949. W. E. Wicklund, —_ 
since Jan. 1, 1956. Membership: confirmed 320, up 20; communing 264, no change. 
Self support assumed Jan. 1, 1956. | 


Min is, Minn., Atonement. Organized 1951. Robert Jacobson, agg since 
June 1955. Membership: confirmed 282, up 107; communing 262, up 132. 


Minneapolis, Minn., Calvary. Mission status 1951. David Archie, pastor since 1954, | 
Membership: confirmed 194, up 25; communing 173, up 31. 
_ Minneapolis, Minn., Hope. Mission status 1950. William Dion, pastor since 1954, 
New church site acquired. $22,000 building fund n concluded 1955. Member. 
a — 321, up 55; communing 292, up 30. Assumed self-support Jan 1, | 
Minot, North Dakota, Mt. Olivet. Vacant since Feb. 1, 1956. Membership: con: “EE 
firmed 127, up 19; communing 94, no change. | 
New Brighton, Minnesota, Cross of Glory. anized 1955. John Metzker, 
organizer and first pastor. Membership: confirmed 199, communing 199. Property 
consists of parsonage, church site, and house-chapel. | , | 
Mukwonago, Wisconsin, Mt. Olive. Mission status 1950. Charles Koester, pastor 
since June 1955. Membership: confirmed 262, down 67; communing 236, down 20, 


Muskego, Wisconsin, Bethel. Organized 1951. D. N. Jensen, pastor since 1955, 
Membership: confirmed 272, up 42; communing 182, up 12. | | ; 

Polar-Pearson, Wisconsin. Mission status 1952. Robert Girod, pastor since 1953. 
Membership: confirmed 227, up 38; communing 214, up 33. 

Poynette, Wisconsin, Bethel. Organized 1954. Richard Flaa, pastor since 1954. 
Built new parsonage 1955. Membership: confirmed 233, up 23; communing 188, 
up 16... 

St. Louis Park, Minn., Cross of Christ. Organized 1952. Milo Gerberding, pastor 
since 1953. Membership: confirmed 80, up 17; communing 72, up 19. eae 

St. Louis Park, Minn., Prince of Peace. Organized 1949. George Lundquist, pastor 
since 1949. New church dedicated 1955. Cost $172,000. Membership: confirmed 
449. up 63; communing 430, up 61. Will assume self support, Dec. 31, 1956. 


St. Paul, Minn. Mounds View. Mission status 1950. Robert Kugler pastor since 

1951. Membership: confirmed 203, up 18; communing 162, up 12. 
 §$t. Paul, Minn., Our Redeemer. Organized 1952. Lester Stine, pastor since 1953. 
First unit expected to be under construction 1956. Membership: confirmed 269, up 
82: communing 260, up 76. | | | 

South Beloit, Wisconsin, Faith. Organized 1942. Vacant since Jan. 1, 1956. | 
—e confirmed 335, up 28; communing 279, yp 21. Self support Dec. 31, 
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| organizer and first pastor. ‘Membership : confirm 


1956 
Spring Pat®™Minn., Good Shepherd. Cheaiiabiiad 1955. Dewaine Kolbo, pastor since 


June 1955, Membership : confirmed 221, communing 193. 


Two Rivers, Wisconsin, Calvary. Organized 1944, Vacant since April 1, 1956. 


‘Membership: confirmed 277, up 16; communing 267, up 16. Self support Dec. 31, 


1956. 
Walworth, Wis., Faith. Organized 1955. c James Clement, organizer ond first 


. pastor, Membership: confirmed 160, communing 160. 


Waukesha, Wis., St. Mark’s. Organized 1949. James Wilch, pastor since 1994. 


Membership: confirmed 266, up 44; communing 233, up 36. 


West Allis, Wis., Holy Trinity. Organized 1955. Robert Weeden pastor since 


Sept. 1955. Membership: confirmed 114, communing 114. 


White Bear Lake, Minn., St. Stephen, the Mart oe ee 1955. on — 
communing 


Synodical Missions 


Minn. Vacant since Sept. 1955. Gerald called. 
Membership: confirmed 260, up 17; communing 195, up 49. 


Savage, Minn., St. James’. Pastoral supervision b —s — since Feb. 1956, 
Membership : confirmed 102, up 1; communing 9 


Tabor, Minn., Holy Trinity. Dr. W. H. Gable, yt vl Membership: confirmed 
129, up 2; communing 127, up 1. 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL E. BISHOP, Supesincendent 
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Pastor Dwight Shelhart presented the | 


~ REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL MISSIONARY IN’ 
CHARGE SURVEY AND ORGANIZATION 


At the Synodical Executive Committee meeting in May, 1955 action was taken 


requesting this missionary to give his full time to the study and survey of prospective 
- mission fields and to oversee the formal organization of congregations as mission 
developers were called to develop them. This was the plan for this synodical year 
until the request came from Atonement Church in Racine Wisconsin for the services 
of this missionary to develop the Mygatt's Corners branch of Atonement into a 


congregation in its own right. At the direction of the Synodical Executive Committee, . 


since November, 1955, full time has been given to the work in Racine with the 
result that the work of survey has been delayed. ) 

Before veg, the work in Racine your missionary canvassed fields in Appleton 
and Madison, Wisconsin, in Gold Valley and Tyrol Hills, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
in Bismarck, North Dakota, and in Billings and Kalispell, Montana. On these fields 
he made a total of 6,277 canvass calls. | | 
_ The work in Racine has been the major task of this missionary this synodical 
year. At this writing the formal organization of Mount Pleasant Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Racine is planned to take place before this report will be presented to the 

synodical convention. This congregation gives promise of having the largest Charter 
_ Confirmed Membership of any congregation to be organized in the history of The 
United Lutheran Church in America. This missionary takes little credit for this 
accomplishment. The credit must go to Atonement Church, Racine and to Pastor 
Jerome Miller, who took over the work of a non-denominational congregation, 
developed it according to Lutheran practice, and brought it to the stage wihhis a 
Lutheran congregation could be established with such outstanding numbers. 

While the work of organizing Mount Pleasant Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Racine has been a thrilling experience for this missionary he has neglected to do the 
other work assigned to him. is neglect will delay the entering of some new fields 
during the coming year. There is much work of survey that is to be done before we 
can know the potential of the large number of prospective fields we have under con- 
sideration. With the large number of fields on our territory allocated to us by the 
National Lutheran Council Regional Committees your missionary feels that it is not 


advisable to have him tied up in one field with the formal organization of a congrega- — 


tion. The Synod of the Northwest will accomplish more and establish more new 
congregations by having the Missionary in Charge of Survey and Organization do the 
work is intended to do and having other men called to do the actual work of 
developing and organizing congregations. | 

We can see the big task before us when we note the following: 

In Wisconsin as we began the present synodical year there were eight fields allocated 
to us for immediate study and possible development with one allocated to us on an 
“anticipated occupancy’’ basis. Two fields have been entered this synodical year, one 
on the east side of Madison and one in the Forrest Home area of Milwaukee. During 
the present synodical one field assigned to us on the regular occupancy basis, 
after being canvassed, has been reassigned to us on an ‘“‘anticipated occupancy”’ basis. 
Two other fields have been allocated to us. We have applied for another on an 
“anticipated occupancy” basis. At this writing there are seven fields in Wisconsin 
awaiting canvass and survey and possible immediate development with two being 
held on an “‘anticipated occupancy’’ basis and one more ‘‘anticipated occupancy” 
applied for. | 
In Minnesota at the beginning of the present synodical year there were seven fields 

allocated to us for immediate study and possible development. Two fields have pveen 
entered this synodical year, one in Golden Valley and one at West Hopkins. One 
field has been surrendered before the National Lutheran Council Regional Committee 
while the committee has allocated four more fields to us. At this writing the Regional 
Committee is considering our application for three more fields on a regular occupancy 
basis and one on an “‘anticipated occupancy” basis. At this writing we have eight 
fields in Minnesota awaiting canvass and survey and possible immediate development 
with three more regular occupancies and one ‘“‘anticipated occupancy” applied for. 


In North Dakota at the beginning of the present synodical year we had three fields 
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allocated to us on a regular occupancy basis while one other was allocated for limited 
occupancy. One field in North Dakota has been surrendered during the year and so 
there are two regular occupancy fields and one limited occupancy standing in this state. 

In Montana at the beginning of the present synodical year we had six fields allocated 
to us on a regular occupancy basis. One in Missoula has been entered. Two others have 
been surrendered before the Regional Committee. During the synodical year the 
Regional Committee has allocated to us one other field for limited occupancy and one 
on a regular occupancy basis. In Montana at this writing we have four fields awaiting 
further study and possible occupancy, with one being worked as a limited occupancy. 
We have filed with the Regional Committee our application for three more fields 
which the committee is considering. 

To sum up, there are twenty-five fields standing allocated to us either for limited, 
anticipated or regular occupancy besides those for which we have made application. 
There is no doubt that there is plenty of home mission work before us if we are to 
meet our opportunities. 

Because, at this writing, the work of this missionary in Racine is not yet completed 
it appears that the work of scouting, survey and canvassing of fields will have to be 
delayed until the end of the summer of 1956. This will possibly delay or prevent 
the entering of some promising fields this present year. We trust the synod will 
understand the task before us. | 

Respectfully submitted, 


DWIGHT H. SHELHART 


On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor Donovan Myers presented the 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION 
WITH THE BOARD OF PENSIONS | 


Your Committee met with Bvecetive Secretary Dr. George H. Berkheimer in a full 
review of the total pension program as it concerned the members of this synod. Upon 
the recommendation of Dr. Berkheimer, letters were sent to all pastors and Church 
Council secretaries who were (a) not in the plan, (b) not on the 4-8 per cent basis, | 
(c) not in the family protection plan. Some misunderstandings were removed as a 
result of the letters and others brought into full cooperation with the pension program 
of our ~ ay As information the 8 ‘mames and addresses of pensioners are 
submitted : 


Retired Ministers 


The Rev. William P. Christy, D.D., 1967 Kenwood Parkway, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
The Rev. John F. Fedders, D.. Box 279, Maitland, Florida. 

The Rev. George C. Koehler, 928 Walnut Street, Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

The Rev. A. P. Lee, 1398 Grantham Street, St. Paul 8, Minnesota. 

The Rev. Edwin F. Marker, 1329 41st Street, Orlando, Florida. 

The Rev. C. C. Roth, D.D., 1422 Sixth Street, Beloit, Wisconsin. 

The Rev. P. W. Roth, D. D.. 2625 North 2nd Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 

The Rev. C. A. Kipps, Route 2, Waupaca, Wisconsin. | 


Disabled Ministers Receiving Emergency Assistance 
The Rev. Carl H. Eckhoff. — 


Widows 


Mrs. Carrie W. Bartsch, 3444 Edmund Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Mrs. Marlin Evenson, Northfield, Minnesota. 

Mrs. Henrietta Graf, 5113 West 40th Street, Minneapolis, 

Mrs. Mildred Haferman, Lindstrom, Minnesota. 

Mrs. Bernice W. Ihlenfeld, Fargo, North Dakota. 
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Mrs. Ruth Meck, Baker Hall, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. 
Mrs. C. Alton Piel, 1135 West Atkinson, Apt. 5, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Mrs. Myra Reed, 960 19th Street N. E., Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


‘Mrs. H. E. Reinhart, 822 East 5th Street, Duluth, Minnesota. 


Mrs. Viola Scott, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Mrs. Viola Sorenson, Grand Forks, North Dakota. 

Mrs. Amelia Wackernagle, 3145 40th Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Mrs. August Gruhn, 2031 S. Layton Blvd., Milwaukee 15, Wisconsin. 
Mrs. Ruth Stump, 18 Holly Road, Levittown, Pennsylvania. 


Your Committee has no recommendations. Respectfully submitted, 


A. O. FRANK, Chairman — 


On motion the report was adopted. : 
He also presented a petition from Atonement Chuaeli Beloit, Wis- 


consin, requesting that Synod go on record as being opposed to any 


action of the Board of Pensions of the United Lutheran Church in 
America which would take into account any benefits received by any 
retired pastor in determining the pension said pastor should receive, 
and that this desire be made known to the proper officials for action 
at the next convention of the United Lutheran Church in America. 

On motion the petition was referred to the Resolutions Committee. 


The secretary presented 


THE REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST 


Another year of the Seed of the Northwest’s history has passed by. One more 
of her clergy members has been taken Home. We regret to announce that a train 
accident took from our midst the Rev. Mr. Marlin Glen Evenson. Our united prayers 
are offered in behalf of the beloved widow and her four small children. May God in 
— Syed compassion be near to you, and to all others who may mourn the loss of 
oved ones 


The Rev. Marlin Glen Evenson 


The Rev. Marlin Glen Evenson was born in Albert Lea, Minnesota, on June 16, 


1918. He was confirmed in Salem Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, the Rev. Dr. Paul 


L. Wetzler, pastor, on March 28, 1931. 
He graduated from Central High School, Minneapolis, and then from St. Olaf 


_ College, Northfield, Minnesota. He later did graduate work at the University of Min- 


nesota. 

During World War II he served in the United States Navy. 

In 1948 he entered Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary, Minneapolis. 
During that same year he married Ragna Cartford, born of a famous Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church missionary family in Madagascar. — : 

During his years in the Seminary he served as student assistant at hiamine! Lutheran 
Church St. Paul, the Rev. Edward A. Day, pastor. 

Toward the end of his senior year in the seminary, he went to the Eckman- Glabrae : 
Lansford parish in North Dakota to preach a trial sermon. He was later called to 
be the pastor. After his ordination in 1951 he and his family moved to Glenburn 


to take up the work in this parish. He was one of those pastors so much beloved 
_ by _his people. 


It was in June, 1955, that Pastor and Mrs. Evenson and family were vacationing 
in northern Minnesota. On the evening of July 16, while riding with sons Rolf 
and Eric, Pastor Evenson’s life was suddenly taken when a train hit his car. God 
spared the lives of the two sons. 

Pastor Evenson’s funeral was held in Salem Church, Minneapolis, on July 19, 
with Parish Education Secretary, the Rev. Clarence B. Lund, serving as liturgist and 
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-eulogist. The Rev. Dr. Paul E. Bishop, president of the Synod of the Northwest, 


_ Rolf, Eric, Solveig and Mark. 


preached the sermon. 

A Memorial Service was held at Glenburn on July 24. The Rev. Clarence B. Lund, 

a close friend of the family, conducted the service. A Memorial Service was held at 
Minot. N. D., by the Western Conference on October 14 with the Rev. E. Hasselquist 
preaching. Another Memorial Service will be held at an afternoon session of this 
Convention. 

Pastor Evenson is survived by his faithful wife and helpmeet, and by four children, 


Respectfully submitted, 
WEBSTER H. CLEMENT, 


On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor C. T. Breest announced the election of Arthur Ludtke as a lay delegate to 
the ULCA convention and the following alternates, in order: | 


Clergy: John Rilling, T. S. Rees, Arno Martin, L. Glenn Cloninger, Charles Puls. 
Carl Fagerlin, J. J. Raun, Franklin Heglund, Charles Burmeister, Lloyd Zaudtke, Merle 
Franke, Frederick Ludwig, James Bartsch, and Rodney Hansen. : 


Lay: Fred Poffenroth, Charles Bjoland, John Feiden, Don Neverman, ere 
Drajeske, W. A. Klink, Kurt Biastoch, Melvin Kohorn, William Tabor, Herbert 
Hoelzer, E. P. Hanson, Anton Pulkrabek, John Karan, Jr., Sidney Iverson, and 
Walter Lake, Sr. 


The Secretary the 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY ON CONFERENCES 


_ THE WESTERN CONFERENCE met on October 13 and 14, 195 5, at Mount 
Olivet Lutheran Church, Minot, North Dakota. Its actions included the following: 


(1) The election of the Rev. Lloyd W. Zaudtke, to the office of Vice- President. to 
fill the vacancy created by the death of the Rev. Marlin G. Evenson. 


(2) Adopted a resolution that an appeal be made to the churches of Synod to raise 
at least $4,000 so that the mortgage indebtedness could be liquidated on the 
home of Mrs. Ragna Evenson, widow of Pastor Marlin Evenson, who was 
accidentally killed in an automobile-train collision in July, 1955. (This appeal 

- was made to the churches, and the response was more than 9 a ics to meet the | 
mortgage obligation. ) : 


(3) Adopted a resolution that the following memorial be made to Svuod:- : 
“Resolved that inasmuch as the Rules Governing Elections adopted by the 
Synod in 1925 (page 30, Minutes) are not a part of the Constitution of the 
English Evangelical gritos Synod of the Northwest, they be changed in such 
a way that item 2 shall read as follows: ‘Synod shall elect members to the Board © 
of Directors of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary and -to the Stew- 
ardship and Parish Education Committee in such a manner that at least two 
members from each of the three conferences, one a lay member and one a clerical 
member, shall serve on each of these committees or board at all times. The nomi- 
nating committee shall in all instances of elections nominate two persons for 
each place to be filled by election, unless otherwise provided by the constitu- 
tion, © and shall report such nominations at the beginning of the first business 
session.’ 
(The foregoing memorial has been referred to the special committee on review | 
_ of election procedures.) 


(4) Adopted a resolution requesting the President of Synod that at the 1956 Con- 
vention of Synod at least that portion of the Report of the Secretary on 


Conferences concerning the (foregoing) memorial of Western Conference shall 
precede the Report of the Liturgical Committee. | 
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THE WISCONSIN CONFERENCE met on September 19 and 20, 1955, at 
Jackson Park Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Its actions included the fol-— 
lowing: 


(1) Adopted resolutions bg ech, the purchase of additional property adjacent 
to its United Lutheran Camp, Pine Lake, Waupaca, Wisconsin, and authorizing 
an appeal for funds for camp expansion. ° | 


(2) Adopted a resolution requesting the president of Synod to appoint a committee 

: to investigate various matters pertaining to the trial of the Rev. John H. Ger- 
berding. (This resolution is contained in the minutes of the special convention 
of Synod held on January 26, 1956.) | 


- THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE met on September 13 and 14, 1955 at Re- 


deemer Lutheran Church, Zumbrota, Minnesota, and at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church,. 
Goodhue, Minnesota. Its actions included the following 


(1)_A decision to conduct the Lutheran Evangelism Mission in most of the churches 


of Conference (the Twin Cities area) on February 5 to 10, 1956. 


(2) Adopted a resolution that a temporary board of directors be elected for the 

formation of a Home for the Aged, to prepare articles of incorporation, draft 

a constitution, and submit other recommendations to a special meeting of the 

Conference on December 4, 1955. (The temporary board was so elected, the 

constitution was adopted at the special meeting at Holy Trinity Church, Minne- 

- apolis, on December 4, and at another special meeting on February 14, 1956, 

also at Holy Trinity Church, the first permanent Board of Directors was elected. 
The group has incorporated under the name ‘‘Good Samaritan Society.’’) 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, Secretary | 


- On motion the report was adopted. 


The Secretary announced the results of the elections in the conferences, as follows: 


Central Conference: Pastor T. S. Rees, president; and Pastor Harold Peterson, 
secretary-treasurer; both re-elected for two-year terms. 


Western Conference: Mr. Theodore Stump, re-elected to two-year term as lay 
representative on the Executive Committee of Synod. | 


Wisconsin Conference: Pastor Amos G. Streich, president; Pastor Charles Puls, vice- 


president; and Pastor Irwin R. Kraemer, secretary-treasurer, all re-elected for two- — 


year terms. 


The Secretary presented the 
REPORT OF THE HISTORIAN 


All materials of historical significance concerning the work of our Synod and its 
parishes which have been received during the year have been duly filed. Pastors are 


urged to send copies of programs of historical observances in their parishes to the 


historian for his file. Statistical blanks are periodically sent to new pastors and con- 
gregations of the Synod that our files may be complete. 


ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 


Completing twenty-five years in the ordained ministry during 1956 are Dorrance N. 
Jensen, pastor of Bethel, Muskego, Wisconsin; Dr. George B. McCreary, stewardship 
secretary of the Synod and Jerome Miller, pastor of Atonement, Racine, Wisconsin. 

Completing thirty years in the ministry during 1956 are Dwight H. Shelhart, 

ical missionary; Herbert J. Motz-kus, pastor of St. Mark’s, Jefferson, Wisconsin; 


Dr. Charles A. Puls, pastor of Luther Memorial, Madison, Wisconsin; Dr. Kenneth 


A. Hurst, pastor of Holy Communion, Racine, Wisconsin; and William H. Cooper, 
professor at our Seminary. : | | 
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Ro Doering, pastor of First, Platteville, Wisconsin; William Niebling, pastor | 
of St. Matthew's, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, and George C. Koehler retired pastor, cele- 
brate their thirty-fifth anniversary of ordination this year. | 

Dr. J. H. Dressler, president of our Seminary, observes his fortieth anniversary © 
of ordination this year. | 

Those who observe their forty-fifth anniversary of ordination - this year are Dr. 
J. F. Fedders, retired pastor, and A. P. Lee, retired pastor. | 

Dr. P. H. Roth, president emeritus of our Seminary, celebrates his fiftieth anni- 
versary of ordination this year. 

The historian recommends that congratulations be conveyed to these brethren ana 
be be observed appropriately by their respective | and 

7% yn 


CONGREGATIONAL ANNIVERSARIES 


Redeemer Church, Livingston, Montana; Redeemer Church, South Side, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; and St. Paul’s Church, Waterloo, Wisconsin celebrate their fiftieth anni- 
versary of organizations this year. 

Emmanuel Church Menominee, Michigan, celebrates its twenty-fifth anniversary of 
organizations this year. 

The historian recommends that these anniversaries be observed pppeepsncely by 
the respective and by the 

Respectfully submitted, 


PAUL L. ROTH, Historian 
On motion the report was adopted. | 


The Secretary presented the 
REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 


_ During bie year past the following materials have come into my hands and have 
‘been deposited in the archives of Synod: | 

1. Two letter files of the correspondence of Dr. Joseph Stump. ° 

2. One letter file of the correspondence of Dr. G. H. Trabert. 

3. One file of notes and papers of Dr. Stump. 

4. One box of old photographs and films. 

In addition to these a diary of William A. Passavant for January and February, 
1841, written while he was a student in Gettysburg, ‘has been placed with the library 
of the Seminary, catalogued, and deposited in the library vault. This has come to us 
from the late Dr. G. H. Gerberding. 

Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM H. COOPER, Archivist 


On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor Robert Slate: presented the 


REPORT OF THE TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY 


Your Transportation Secretary has made application for both annual and trip 
_ passes when the request seemed justifiable and in accordance with the rules of the 


railroads. 

belly are grateful to these companies who serve our territory for the many courtesies 
grant 

Respectfully, 


On motion the report was adopted. 
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Pastor T. S. Rees took the chair while Pastor Louis Ulrich pre- 


sented the | 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
RESIDENT'S REPORT 


- We give thanks to Almighty God for the devoted and able leadership of President 


Bishop, as evidenced by the fact that during this meeting of Synod he received the 


highest number of votes ever cast on the first ballot for president in the history of 
the Synod. Especially do we commend him for his conduct of the special meeting 
of Synod held in Minneapolis in January of this year. | | 
-We note with regret that section of the President’s report indicating that our 
synod failed to meet its fair share of Lutheran World Action contributions and also’ 
that we do not compare favorably with our fellow members of the ULCA in total 


- giving, and we urge that every effort be made by every congregation in Synod to take 


more seriously our Lord’s command to be good stewards. 
We submit the following specific recommendations as a result of a thorough 
study and discussion of the President's report: | 


Be it resolved: 


1. That our Synod invite the ULCA to hold its 1960 convention in Wisconsin. 


2. That, in view of Resolution 5, paragraph (a) of the Supplemental Report of 
the Executive Committee, adopted at the May meeting of Synod, 1955, the Rev. John 


_Gerberding be required to deposit his ordination papers with the President of Synod. 


3. That, in view of the above referred-to resolution, the Rev. Warren Host be 
required to deposit his ordination papers with the President of Synod. | : 

4. That in view of the above referred-to resolution, the Rev. Joseph Stump be 
required to deposit his ordination papers with the President of Synod. 


Finally, in view of the above resolutions, clarification is requested on the status 

of the Rev. Leif Awes. | 
| Respectfully submitted, . 

(Signed) LOUIS. E. ULRICH, Chairman 


On separate motions the recommendations therein were adopted. 
On motion the report as a whole was adopted. The President 
resumed the chair. : | 


The Secretary presented the ee 
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE REPORT 


Your publicity committee covering the Sixty-sixth Annual Convention of the 


- Synod of the Northwest hereby reports thorough coverage in the newspapers, -fadio 


and television. The committee is grateful for the cooperation of Mr. David Runge 
of the Milwaukee Journal and Mr. James Johnston of the Milwaukee Sentinel who 


mee covered all sessions and events. The committee also expresses its thanks to 


r. Carl Meyer of Pentecost Lutheran Church and to host Pastor Streich for their 
releases prior to the opening of the convention. News of the convention was also 
released through the Associated Press and the United Press. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) WESLEY H. GALLUP, Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 
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Pastor Robert L. Bartsch presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXHIBITS 


The Committee has solicited the Congregations of Synod and the various boards, 
departments and offices of the Church for materials to display. Colleges and Seminaries 
of the United Lutheran Church have been asked for materials concerning their par- 
ticular department. The Committee has worked with the host pastor and his congre- 
gation in arranging space for displays for this synod meeting. | 

The Committee has tried to present the greater work of the whole Church during 
this synod through its exhibits. The committee wishes to express its thanks to Pastor 
Amos G. Streich and the members of Pentecost Lutheran Church for their help and 
cooperation, also to all churches that displayed their various functions of advance- 


ments for the year 1955. 

Respectfully submitted, | | 
; PASTOR R. L. BARTSCH, Chairm 
_ I move the adoption of this report. | 


On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor Rodney Hansen sinnmned the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


The committee reports the following named persons have presented excuses: 


CLERGY 
_ Excused from all sessions: | | 
Leif Awes R. H. Gerberding Kenneth A. Hurst 


Archie M. Campbell ‘Chas. Hornburg Frank J. Mayer. 
David E. Engdahl | | | 


All retired pastors, overseas missionaries and chaplaine with armed forces who are 
im active service are automatically excused. There were no pastors absent without 
excuse. 


Excused from some sessions: | 
Carl A. Almer John G. Metzker Dar Vriesman 


Charles L. Grant : Edwin Moll . | Lloyd Zaudtke 
Luther H. Jacobson Waldemar Nelson Wm. H. Cooper 
Howard Knox Harold T. Rasmussen Donald Gustafson 

LAY DELEGATES 

Excused from all sessions: 
None 

Excused from some sessions: __ 
Deane Bascom Russell Hasheck Robert Robertson 
Charles Creuziger Orville Hoffman Daniel Staab 
Clark Dobbins | Roy Kuehn Rudy Silberschmidt 
Mrs. J. Ebe Gaylord Loehning | William Stanke 
Harvey Emmer ) Scott Olsen Richard Still 


Franklin Geer Walter Reit 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) RODNEY V. HANSEN, Chairman 

On motion the report was adopted. 
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The Secretary presented the 


consecrated Christian service in the guidance and counsel of the students in our 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON” 
TRAVEL EXPENSE 


Your committee on travel expense reports that travelling and other allowed ex- 
penses of pastors and lay delegates have been ascertained, examined and referred to 
the treasurer of Synod for equalization. 


Respectfully submitted, | 
- (Signed) HAROLD E. CARLSON, Chairman 


On motion the report was tite’. 


Pastor Frederick Opem presented the 


REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 


. BE IT RESOLVED that we express our heartfelt thanks to Almighty God for 


His constant guidance and wisdom prevailing with us throughout this convention 
and for His blessings upon us as we work toward the accomplishment of His 
will and purpose. 


. BE IT RESOLVED that we express our sincere gratitude to Pentecost ihn 


Church of Milwaukee, and its pastor, the Rev. Amos G. Streich and to the 


members of Pentecost congregation who so graciously provided the warm and 


cordial hospitality for the pastors, delegates and visitors at this 66th convention 
of Synod and whose considerate and careful planning for the convention made 
possible an efficient and pleasant completion of the convention program. 


. BE IT RESOLVED that our deepest gratitude be expressed to Dr. Paul E. 


Bishop for his spiritual guidance of our Synod, especially during the trying years 
just past; for his skillful administration of Synodical affairs and his able leader- 
ship in presiding over the convention. 


. BE IT RESOLVED that our thanks be expressed to the committees who made. 


such adequate preparation for the convention, and also to the pastors who con- 
ducted the devotional services and brought their inspirational messages to the 
convention. 


. BE IT RESOLVED that our thanks be sidactihial to the officers and staff of 


Synod, to the members of the various standing committees and boards of the 
Synod in the faithful performance of their duties without whose devoted labors 
of love much of the fruit of the Synod’s work would not be realized. 


. BE IT RESOLVED that we express our appreciation to the members of synodical 


boards and committees for their consecrated service and valuable work and who 
are this year retiring from such boards or committees. 


. BE IT RESOLVED that we express our deep gratitude to Dr. Frankia Clark 


Fry, president of the United Lutheran Church in America and official representa- 


tive of the ULCA to this convention, for his inspiring messages, and for the 


clarity of his interpretation of the work of the ULCA. 


. BE IT RESOLVED that our thanks be given to Dr. Edwin Moll for his inspir- 


ing message on Lutheran World Action as it pertains to the Near East, and to 
the Rev. Samuel Kidd, Stewardship Secretary of the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania, for his challenging presentations for the cause of stewardship. 


. BE IT RESOLVED that the Synod express by a rising vote its cinteiel 


acknowledgment and congratulations to Dr. Paul H. Roth for his 50 years of 


Seminary and of our Synodical affairs. 
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10. BE IT RESOLVED that we express our thanks to Almighty God for His 
abundant blessings upon our home missions enterprise, which resulted in the 
establishment of six new synodical congregations in the year 1956, and that 
we pray His continued blessing upon our future efforts in this field. 


11. BE IT RESOLVED that God would give us grace to fulfill our obligation to 
Lutheran World Action and make us good stewards of that grace in supporting 
the some Stewardship Sector Project. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Ls (Signed) FRANK A. BERG, Chairman 

| (Signed) RALPH C. SANDGREN 
(Signed) GEO. E. DRESSLER 
(Signed) P. FREDERICK OPEM 
(Signed) LEONARD W. ZEMPEL 


On separate motions the report was adopted ad sertatim and then 
as a whole. 

Pastor Opem then presented the following rewording of the peti- 
tion from Atonement Church, Beloit, Wisconsin: 


Pensions of the United Lutheran Church in America which would limit the total pension that 
any ULCA retired pastor should receive, and that this action be made known to the proper | 
officials for action at the next convention of the United Lutheran Church in America.” 


On motion the foregoing resolution was adopted. 


The President anounced the dates of the next annual convention 
to be May 21, 22, and 23, 1957. 

By show of hands the convention voted to accept the invitation of 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Appleton, Wisconsin, to hold its 1957 con- 
vention there. 

Pastor William Downey presented a written invitation to the Synod 
to hold its 1958 convention at Fox Point Lutheran Church, Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin. 

By common consent the President was granted the privilege of ap- 
pointing the standing committees at a later date. | 

On motion the minutes of Thursday's sessions were adopted. 

The President adjourned the convention at 4:50 ‘p-m., according 
to the prescribed order. 

Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) L. LUNDQUIST, Secretary 
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SPECIAL CONVENTION 
THE ENGLISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


January 26, 1956 


A special convention of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest 
was held in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity, 2730 East 31st 
Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota, the Rev. Paul L. Graf, D.D., and the Rev. Wayne 
H. Wickoren, Pastors, on bce gg January 26, 1956, beginning with the service 
of Holy Communion at 1:30 

The Rev. A. A. Zinck, D. peer ot the sermon, using John 2:17 as his text. 
Pastor George L. Lundquist, Secretary of Synod, conducted the Order for Public 
Confession. Pastors Amos G. Streich, Theodore S. Rees and Forrest J. Clark, Confer- 

ence Presidents, and Pastor Wayne H. Wickoren were liturgists for the service. Secretary 
Lundquist, assisted by the aforementioned officiants, administered the Sacrament. 

, The President formally opened the convention according to the prescribed order at 

p.m. 

Secretary Lundquist certified that signed requests for the special session had been 
received from 151 pastors of the Synod: that notice of the special convention had 
been mailed to all pastors; and that the convention therefore was called in compliance 
with Article V, Section 2, of the Constitution. 

Pastor David Archie certified for the Credentials Committee that 158 pastors and 
99 lay delegates were registered and present. The President declared a quorum present. 

Secretary Lundquist read Dr. Bishop's letter of December 19, 19 5, stating the 
purposes for which the convention was called, namely, 


1. To act on the report of the Examining Committee with respect to pastors 
applying "léc membership in the Synod; 


2. To “g' on the recommendation of the Trial Commninwst in the case of George P. 
Crist, Jr.; 


3. To act on the recommendation of the Trial Committee in the case of a sam H. 
Gerberding 


4. To act on the recommendation be we Trial Committee in the case of Victor K. 
Wrigley; and | 


5. To consider such appeals as s have been or may be made pursuant to the verdicts 
of the aforementioned trial committees. 


6. To act on the of the formal actions of Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, connected with the investigation, trial and 
suspension of Victor K. Wrigley. zo 


On motion the agenda as siemens was adopted. 


Dr. A. A. Zinck called on Pastor John P. Shannon who read the 


REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 


The Examining Committee of the Synod met with the following men, at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Minneapo | 

Earl Martin Fritz, graduate of Gettysburg College and Chicago Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, ordained June 12, 1955, called to be Director of Religious Education and Youth 
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Activities at Luther Memorial Church, Madison. He comes with a letter of honorable dismissal 


from the Synod of Central States. | 
We recommend that he be received at this convention of the English Evangelical Lutheran 


LO Synod of the Northwest. 


David Rudolph Belgum, called to be Associate Professor of Practical Theology, Northwestern 
Lutheran Theological Seminary. He comes with a letter of honorable dismissal from the 


Ohio Synod of the United Lutheran Church. 
We recommend that he be received at. this convention of the English Evangelical Lutheran 


Synod of the Northwest. 
-A. A. ZINCK, Chairman 
JOHN P. SHANNON 


The President announced that by common consent the convention 
would consider each item separately. 


On motion the Rev. Earl Martin Fritz was received into the mem-. 
bership of Synod. 


On motion the Rev. David R. Belgum, Ph.D., was received into the 
membership of Synod. 


Pastor Shannon then introduced these two men to the convention. 
President Bishop welcomed them and announced that they would be 
formally received at the May convention of the Synod. 


Mr. Wakter O. Helwig, Treasurer, presented the following recom- 
mendations of the Executive Committee: | 


1. That the expenses of this convention be paid from the 1956 current expense budget of 
Synod. 
On motion the recommendation was adopted. 


2. That transportation expense be allowed as follows: 
Clergy—one regular round trip fare at clergy rates with palloness west of Bismarck. 
_Laymen—one regular round trip railroad fare with pullman west of Bismarck. 


On motion, the recommendation was adopted with the following 


amendment added thereto: 
If travel is by auto, a reimbursement shall be made at the rate of 5c per mile; 
provided that no travel expense is allowed for passengers other than the driver. 


3. That allowance for lodging be at the rate of not to exceed $5.00 for one night’s lodging, 
if necessary, for the Evangelism Workshop on Monday, January 23; and not to exceed 


$5.00 for one night’s lodging, if necessary, for this convention. 


On motion the recommendation was adopted. | 
Mr. Helwig distributed the expense sheets and btlarted same. 


President Bishop suggested the following procedure for dealing with the report of 
the Trial Committee in the case of George P. Crist, Jr.: first, that the report of the 
Trial Committee be read by the Rev. P. W. Roth, D.D.; second, that Secretary 
Lundquist would read Mr. Crist’s letter of appeal, which letter included the request 
that Mr. Crist be allowed to present his appeal in person; third, that the convention 
would then decide whether or not Mr. Crist would be permitted to speak: fourth, 
that the convention then proceed to act on the recommendation of the Trial Committee. 

The President suggested that the speech of any man be limited to five minutes and 
that no one be given the privilege of speaking more than once until everyone else who — 
so desired had spoken. He also suggested that no one be allowed to speak more than 
twice. 

The President stated that, hearing no objection, he would rule that discussion would 
be limited to decisions on the reports of the Trial Committees. 

The President then called upon Dr. P. W. Roth, chairman of the Trial Committee 
in the case of George P. Crist, Jr. After some remarks concerning the duty of this 
committee, Dr. Roth called upon Pastor. Robert Bartels, Secretary of the Committee, 
who read the formal report. 
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Rep ort of the Trial Committee 
Concerning the Rev. George P. Crist, Jr. 


PREAMBLE 


Bounded by the Confessional basis of the Synod of the Northwest 
as found in Synod’s Constitution, Article II, and by the formal charges 
brought against the Rev. George P. Crist, Jr:, your Trial Committee 
was required to answer this question: Is Pastor Crist guilty or not 
guilty of “preaching or teaching doctrine in conflict with the faith set 
forth in Article II of the Constitution’’ to which Constitution Pastor 
Crist subscribed at the time of his ordination? 

Our task did not include re-definition of the terms used in our 
Creeds and confessions, re-statement of doctrines taught therein, answers 
to questions philosophical or epistemological or as to the relevancy of 
any part or parts of Holy Scripture to the needs of modern man. Our 
Church was not on trial as to her faith or teachings. Our verdict was 
to be given within the boundaries and rules laid down in Synod’s 
| a although the defendant had a very different idea to begin 
wit 


THE REPORT 


The exial committee was convened at Pentecost Lutheran Church of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin from the evening of July 26, 1955 to the 
afternoon of July 28, 1955 in accordance with Article IX, Section I, 
Part C, items 1 and 2 of the Synodical Constitution. 

The committee was organized with Dr. P. W. Roth as chairman and 
the Rev. Robert A. Bartels as secretary. A method of procedure was 
adopted to guide the action of the trial. According to this, the hearing 
opened with a statement by the President of the Synod in which was 
related a history of the case. This was followed by an opening state- 
ment by the accused and the reading of the charges by the secretary of . 
the committee. When this was completed, the charges were considered 
individually with (a) a reading of the charge by the secretary, (b) 
evidence presented by the synodical prosecutor, the Rev. Charles Bur- 


meister, supporting the charge, (c) the defense of the accused,-and—- 


(d) questions, if any,“by the committee to either the accused or the . 
prosecutor. 

At the close of the consideration of the charges, final statements were 
heard by the accused and by the prosecutor. The accused stated to the 
committee that in his estimation he had had a fair trial within the 
limits prescribed by the synodical constitution. [he committee then | 

went into closed session to render a verdict on the charges, seriatim, 
with the following results: 


CHARGE 1. In his attitude toward and in his use of Holy Scripture, the Rev. George 

P. Crist has abandoned the fundamental principles of Scripture interpretation which | 

guided Luther in the Reformation and which were adopted and applied by the 
foumuienais of the historic Lutheran Confessions. 


Verdict: Sustained by unanimous ballot of the committee. 


CHARGE 2. He denies the articles of the Apostles’ Creed which say, ‘‘I believe in. 
Jesus Christ—-who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” 
He claims the right to recite the Creed as an act of devotion in public or private 
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while holding the private opinion that Jesus was not conceived in the womb of 

_ blessed Mary and born of her when she was a virgin, but that He was the natural 
son of Joseph and Mary. He has made this opinion known from the pulpit. He 
affirms that the Virgin Birth as an actual fact in history is a permissible opinion 
in the Church, but that ‘‘it has no necessary Christian significance.’’ Thus he denies 
the Confessional significance of these articles. 


Verdict: Sustained by unanimous ballot of the committee. 
CHARGE 3. He denies and does not teach the central article of the Christian Curd: 


“He rose again on the third day.’’ He holds as his own conviction, ‘“That the corpse . 


of Jesus did not become his living body by the power of the resurrection,’ and he 
has voiced from the pulpit this, his private opinion, as a substitute for the doctrine 
Of the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Church on this subject. 


Verdict: Sustained by unanimous ballot of the committee. 


CHARGE 4. He has taught from the pulpit another than the Lutheran doctrine of — 
the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Sacrament of the Altar and he has rejected 

- before the Investigating Committee the doctrine of the Formula of Concord, 
Article VII, on this subject, namely the oral reception by all communicants of 
‘Christ's true Body and Blood. 


Verdict: Sustained by unanimous ballot of the committee. 


CHARGE 5. He does not believe or’teach the Lutheran doctrine of baptismal regenera- 
tion and he affirms a doctrine of baptismal regeneration in conflict with the Con- 


fessions. 


Verdict: ‘“‘It was moved and seconded that in view of Pastor Crist's restatement of 
his position on the doctrine of baptismal ngemneation: Charge 5 be dropped.” 
Motion adopted unanimously. | | 


CHARGE 6. He denies contrary to me Holy Scriptures te actuality and historicity 
of a number of the recorded miracles of Jesus, especially those which reveal our 
Lord’s dominion over the realm of nature. 


Verdict: Sustained by unanimous ballot of the committee. 


- CHARGE 7. He denies, contrary to the Holy Scriptures, the ome and historicity | 
of our Lord’s Transfiguration and Ascension. : 


Verdict: Sustained by unanimous ballot of the committee. 


CHARGE 8. He denies the efficacy of intercessory prayer, except insofar as it leads the 
| petitioner to be active in service to others; refuses to approve the direct address to 
Jesus Christ in prayer and does not believe or teach that Jesus Christ hears prayer. 
Each of these positions, we charge, is in conflict with the testimony of the Scriptures. 


Verdict: Sustained by unanimous ballot of the committee. 


CHARGE 9. He denies the efficacy and usefulness of all prayer except insofar as it 
enables the petitioner to help himself or be of active service to others. This is con- 


trary to the Scriptures and Confessions. 


Verdict: “It was moved and seconded that Charge No. 9 be dropped inasmuch as 
it is contained in Charge No. 8."" Motion adopted, unanimously. | 


CHARGE 10. He has publicly taught contrary to Holy Scriptures and has publicly 
approved others who teach that children should not be encouraged to sing, ‘Jesus — 
Loves Me”’ or to think of our Lord Jesus Christ as loving us here and now, except 
in the sense and to the extent that one of us loves another unselfishly. 


10a. ‘‘He has publicly taught contrary to the Holy Scriptures and has publicly 
eee Me. those who teach that children should not be ener ti to sing ‘Jesus 
ves ~~ 


Verdict: “‘It was deal and seconded that, the committee having heard Pastor ) 
Crist’ s explanation of the full context of his statement about singing ‘Jesus Loves 
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Me’ and having heard the evidence on which the prosecution presented its charge, 
Charge 10a be dropped.’’ The motion was unanimously passed. 


10b. ‘““He has publicly taught contrary to the Holy Scriptures and has publicly 
approved those who teach that children should not be encouraged to think of our 
Lord Jesus Christ as loving us here and now except in the sense and to the extent 
that one of us loves another unselfishly.”’ 


Verdict: Sustained by unanimous ballot of the committee. 


CHARGE 11. He has violated the sanctity and evaded the responsibility of the pulpit 


by adulterating the Word of God, i.e., by mingling freely and openly with Scriptural 
Word his own opinions and surmises, even when these lacked any support from 
the Scriptures or were contrary to the Scriptures. 1 ee 


Verdict: See Verdict No. 13. 


CHARGE 12. He has failed contrary to the Holy Scriptures to set forth the Gospel 


in its fulness in his preaching and has neglected and ignored major emphases which 
are called for in rightly dividing the word of truth. 


Verdict: See Verdict No. 13. 


CHARGE 13. He has confused law with gospel and he tends to substitute the law 

_ for the gospel. He has failed to proclaim the wrath of God against sin and wicked- 
ness and to this extent he has failed also to proclaim the law in his preaching, 
as well as the gospel. | oe 


Verdict on charges 11, 12, and 13: “It was moved and seconded that for lack of 
direct evidence, Charges 11, 12 and 13 be dropped.’’ Motion passed, unanimously. 


CHARGE 14. He has denied contrary to the Holy Scriptures that God creatéd man 
in the beginning good and without sin, and he affirms that man is sinful as man 
and not because of an initial act of mistrust and disobedience, by which at one time 
sin entered the life of the race. 


Verdict: Sustained by unanimous ballot of the committee. — 


Having sustained nine of the fourteen charges brought against the accused, a 


verdict of ‘‘guilty’’ was reached by the committee concerning the charge of heresy as 


described in Article [X, item 1 of the constitution. | 

The committee unanimously voted to recommend that the president of the Synod 
immediately ‘‘suspend the accused from the office and functions of the ministry until . 
the Synod has acted upon the case.’’ It further recommended to the synodical president 


and the executive committee to supply Pastor Crist and his family adequate financial 


aid until the question has been officially decided by Synod. 

The trial committee was reconvened by Chairman P. W. Roth in Pentecost English 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Milwaukee, Wisconsin on October 6, 1955. At this 
time the committee unanimously recommended to the 1956 convention of the Synod 
of the Northwest, that it adopt penalty: 

_ No. 5. “Deposition from the ministerial office.” of Section IV, Article IX of the constitution. 
This, in the considered judgment of the Trial Committee, is the only proper penalty to be 
imposed upon the accused as a means of sustaining the doctrinal position of our Church. 
At the same time we pray God’s mercy upon the accused so that he may be restored into 

In dropping Charges 11, 12, 13, your Committee has this to say in explanation. 

These tlt were.dropped not because we held the defendant completely innocent 
as charged but because the evidence offered by Synod was of such a nature that we — 


. thought it best to bring in a ‘Scotch verdict,’’ not proven. 


Much damaging evidence was produced from the sermon notes submitted by the 


| i but Synod offered no first hand evidence by a witness who had heard him 
preach. 


Having been found guilty of radical departure from Scripture and the Confessions 


os our Church on nine Charges he is presumably guilty of the abuse of his pulpit as 
* charged in 11, 12, 13. 


any a conscientious Lutheran preacher, through ignorance, inadvertence. or common 
human frailty, might also be charged with ‘‘failing to set forth the Gospel in its 
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understood that debate be delayed until action had been taken on the 


‘Trial of George P. Crist, Jr., and then the Appeal of Mr. Crist. 


The Rev. George P. Crist, Jr.," Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July 28, 1955, signed by 


>? 


fulness,’ “neglecting major emphases,’’ ‘‘not rightly dividing the word of truth,” 
mixing Law and Gospel, failing to give full emphasis to the wrath of God against sin. 
‘Who will dare to say he is free from such and similar imperfections in his preaching? 
However, to deal with Scripture and the Confessions as does the defendant makes 
him, in our judgment, an unreliable interpreter of the Written Word and an un- 
trustworthy witness for the Faith once delivered to God’s people. 


Respectfully submitted, 


PAUL W. ROTH, Chairman 
ROBERT A. BARTELS, Secretary 
HAROLD N. STOFFEL 
R. R. DOERING | 
A. C. M. AHLEN 
.-ARNO D. MARTIN 
| INGOLF B. KINDEM 


Motion was seit and seconded that the report be adopted, it being - 


appeal of Mr. Crist. 
Secretary Lundquist read the Report of the Events following the - 


1. EVENTS FOLLOWING TRIAL of George P. Crist, Jr.— 
a. August 2, 1955. Pursuant to recommendation of the Trial Committee, the Rev. 


George P. Crist, Jr., was suspended from the office and functions of the ministry _ 
until the Synod has acted on the case. 


b. August 22, 1955. Pursuant to recommendation of the Trial Committee, the 
Executive Committee of Synod voted a grant of $500.00 to George P. Crist, Jr., 
contingent upon his removal from the parish by October 1, 1955. This amount 

- ‘was paid late in November 1955. 


c. August 24, 1955. Bethlehem Church, Durham, in congregational. meeting recog- 
nized the suspension of its pastor by majority vote. 


d.  seigag 11, 1955. Ordination certificate surrendered to Synod by George P. 


2. September 20, 1955—OFFICIAL APPEAL of George P. Crist, Jr. 
“To THE ENGLISH. EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD. OF THE © 
NORTHWEST | 


“In accordance with Article IX. Section III. 2. of the Constitution of The English 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest, I hereby a 1 to you from the 
decision of the Trial Committee as contained in the ‘RE T OF THE TRIAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST following the trial of 


* 


P. W. Roth, Robert A. Bartels, Harold N. Stoffel, R. R. Doering, Arno D. Martin, — 
A. C. M. Ahlen, and Ingolf B. Kindem; and ask that a special committee be appointed. 
as provided in Article [X. Section III. 3. of the Synodical Constitution, to review 
the rocedure which was had before the Trial Committee. 

make this appeal because I feel there were gross irregularities in the conduct of 
the trial. Among them were the following: | 


“*(1) The evidence presented by the prosecution and honored by the trial com- 
mittee consisted wholly of statements taken from one series of nineteen 
sermon manuscripts (which I had voluntarily presented to the Investigating 
Committee as an aid in clarifying the Faith in which | preach and teach) 
and answers given to questions asked by investigating committees. Neither 
the series of sermon manuscripts nor the answers given to interrogators con- 
stituted ‘preaching and teaching doctrine in conilict with the faith as set 
forth in Article II of this constitution’ (Article IX. Section I. 1.). 

(2) The charges acted upon by the trial committee were those presented BY 
the Investigating Committee (itself a gross irregularity since it is not the 


function of an investigating committee to present charges) not those presented 
TO the iinet Committee (Article IX. Section II. B. 1.). 
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motion presented by the defense was neither nor upon 
by the trial committee. | 

‘*(4) The standard of judgment used by the trial committee was its own inter 
pretation of (a) the Article of Faith of the Synodical Constitution, (b) the 
mature and use of the Confessional writings, (c) the nature and use of the 
Bible. There is important evidence to support the fact that the committee's 
interpretations are not the only possible Lutheran interpretations. These inter-— 
pretations have not been adopted by the agian Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of the Northwest. _ 


‘*(5) The theological basis of the issues involved in the charges was not examined 
_by the trial committee. 


‘I do not appeal to you in order to. vindicate myself or to win approval of either 
my preaching or teaching. I am concerned, as you are, for the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and for the Church which is His Body. I have offered no doctrine in 
substitution for or in conflict with the doctrine of His Church. 


‘Sincerely, 
GEORGE P. CRIST, JR. Be 


pe iaieii permission to — this appeal personally to the Synod. 


‘Sincerely, 


GEORGE P. CRIST, JR.” 
Motion was made and carried that Mr. Crist be granted the privilege 


_of speaking to the convention for fifteen minutes. This he did. 


Motion was made and seconded that the appeal be rejected. 
After considerable debate the question was called for. 
The motion to reject the appeal was carried. 

The following men requested that their negative votes on the motion 
to reject the appeal be recorded: Pastors P. W. Roth, H. N. Stoffel, 
G. W. Forell, John Gerberding, Charles Luhn, John Schulz, Earl W. 
Fritz, George Gerberding, Harold Peterson, L. T. Riley, Frederick 
Marks, James Nelson, John Simonds, Howard Rice, Robert Weeden, 
and Lay Delegates Ronald Kragthorpe, Ralph Ward, O. B. Lerstad, 
G. M. Mickkelson, and E. J. Cassel. 

After a succession of alternate motions, all of which were. debated, 


- the time for adj journment arrived. On motion the convention voted to 
extend the time of adjournment for ten minutes. 


The vote on the motion to adopt the recommendation of the: Trial 


Committee was called for. The motion was carried with only one 


dissenting voice. Dr. George W. Forell requested that his negative vote 
be recorded. 

The convention adjourned for dinner at 6 o'clock. 

The Synod reconvened at 7:10 p.m. 

Dr. Bishop reported that the question had been raised as to whether 


_ or not the vote in favor of the deposition of George Crist had consti- 
tuted at least a four-fifths majority: He asked if there were any desire — 


for a recount, and hearing none, he ruled that a four-fifths majority 


: vote had been cast. 
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Victor K. Wesley 


Pastor M. A. Haker presented the _ 
Report of the Trial Committee 

“Concerning the Trial of the Rev. Victor K. Wrigley 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin © 
Nov. 10, 1955 


— 


13200 W. Greenfield 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Dear Sir: 


We, the duly appointed Trial Coinaeieeds of the Synod of the Dieartrwreit: having 
heard the charges placed against you, the evidence presented by Synod to substantiate 


these charges, and having considered your ° written defence of the same, do — inform 


you as follows: 


CHARGE 1. ‘‘He has denied the divine objective authority of Holy Sctlornsé, con- 
seni to the witness Scripture bears to itself, and contrary to the oe Con- 
essions.” | 


Charge sustained. 


CHARGE 2. “‘He has repudiated the true exposition of : Holy Scripture in waliidien 
with the Lutheran Confessions.” 


Charge sustained. 


CHARGE 3. “He has denied the historicity and actuality of the Virgin Birth, 
contrary to Holy Scripture, and contrary to the Creeds and aires: Confessions. " 


Charge sustained. 


CHARGE 4. “‘He has repudiated the physical. resurrection of Christ contrary to the 
Holy Scripture, and contrary to the Creeds and Confessions.”’ 


Charge sustained. 


CHARGE 5. “He has denied the origin ‘end cause of original sin as are by Holy 
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions.’’ 


decision. 


“Because of confusion and. contradiction in Pastor Wrigley’s written statements and. 
in view of the fact that he is not present to resolve these contradictions and con- 


- fusions, we are unable to reach a decision on this —— 
Resolution adopted. 


CHARGE 6. ‘He has repudiated the sacramental union in the Lord's Supper contrary 
to the Holy Scripture and contrary to the Lutheran Confessions.”’ | 


Charge sustained. 
We have reached these decisions after sikitte the aithien of Almighty God before — 


SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST TRIAL COMMITTEE 


M.A.HAKER STECKER 
REV. ARNO D. MARTIN PAULL. ROTH | 
THEODORE S.REES M. AHLEN 
ARTHUR R. TINGLEY 


whom we stand. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Nov. 10, 1955 


Recommendation to Dr. Paul Bishop, president of the Synod of the Northwest: 

In view of our considerations in the matter of Victon. K. Wrigley, and having 
found him guilty of chacgn 1,-2, 3, 4, and 6 of the charges placed against him 
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M.A.HAKER B. J. STECKER 
ARNO D. MARTIN PAUL L. ROTH 
THEODORE S&S. REES A. C. M. AHLEN 
ARTHUR R. TINGLEY 

Recommendation to Synod: 

the constitution: 

‘5. Deposition from the ministerial office? ” | 
ARNO MARTIN 

Motion was made and seconded that the report be adopted together 
with the recommendation. 

Pastor A. G. Streich read the statement which had been prepared 


concerning 


ACTIONS OF GETHSEMANE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 


MILWAUKEE IN RELATION TO THE TRIAL OF THE REV. VICTOR K. 


WRIGLEY, PASTOR. 

1. September 6, 1955 telegram from Gethsemane Council: ““At regular September 
meeting of Council of Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran Church Pastor Wrigley 
was directed not to appear before any further meetings of Synodical Investigating 
Committees until further notice from this Council. H. B.-Hansen, Secretary.’’ 

2. September 6, 1955. Council of Gethsemane Church by letter to President of Synod 

_ proposed following conditions for appearance of Pastor Wrigley for further in- 
vestigation. 

a. Interpretation of ‘‘preaching and teaching.” 

b. Investigation to be limited to items suggested by the preliminary interview 
with Examining Committee. 

Removal of one member of Investigating Committee. 

d. Records of Investigating Committee be delivered to Trial Committee intact. 

‘e. Lay representative of congregation attend further meetings. 

3. September 8, 1955. President of Synod met with Pastor Wrigley and Council to 
discuss conditions. 

4. September 8, 1955. Resume of president’s letter to council re conditions. 

a. “‘Preaching and teaching of a minister includes rightfully his statements and 
writings and observations on all occasions. This interpretation will not be — 
surrendered."’ 

b. Since doctrinal presentations are involved no limit can be placed on the 

church in its investigations. 

c. The removal of one member of the Investigating Committee was denied 
because he is a valuable member, served from the beginning of the investi- 

ation; and council is given permission to have a representative at meetings. 

d. Records of Investigating Committee will be given intact to Trial Committee. 

se Lay representative of congregation permitted to attend Investigating Com- 
mittee meetings. 

5. September 18, 1955. Gethsemane congregation approved action of Church Council 
as outlined in September 6th letter. 

6. October 1, 1955. ‘At a special meeting of the Church Council of this congregation, 
held Friday evening, September 30, I was directed (by unanimous vote): (1) To. 
refrain from attending the meeting of the Preliminary Investigating Committee on | 
October 7, 1955; and (2) to refrain from answering any of the questions 
enclosed with your letter of September 27. Signed: Victor K. Wrigley.”’ 

7. November 27, 1955. Special meeting of Gethsemane Church. President of Synod 
and Pastor Streich attended and were permitted to present actions taken by Synod. 
Thereupon they were excused. Information (unofficial) is that Gethsemane voted: 
1. To reject the action taken by the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the 
Northwest through its officers and duly appointed representatives in suspending 
the Rev. Victor K. Wrigley from the office and functions of the ministry. 2. To 
authorize officers to refinance the real property of the congregation. 3. To authorize 
the Council to petition the Synod as shown below. | 
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118 "Milwaukee 
8. December 26, 1955. Letter from Council and Congregation, Gethsemane Church 


as follows: 

‘Pursuant to action taken by this congregation at a Special Congregational Meet- 
ing on the evening of November 27, 1955; and in view of a ge meeting 
of the Synod which, we understand, is being called for January 26, 1956, we 
should like at this time to petition the Synod in the following manner, namely: 

“THAT THE ENTIRE. MATTER of the investigation, trial, conviction, 
and suspension of the Rev. Victor K. Wrigley be submitted to the Executive 


Board of the United Lutheran Church in America for study and recommenda- 


tion; and to withhold all further action of its own until the above study 
and recommendation can be made. 
“Disciplinary action by the Synod on the congregation would have implications 
for the entire United Lutheran Church in America and therefore we feel that : 
| justice is not being served unless this petition is accepted by the Synod. 


“Sincerely yours, 


“FOR THE CHURCH COUNCIL AND Tee CONGREGATION 
HARDING B. HANSEN, Secretary’’ 


9. January 11, 1956. Report of change in constitution proposed for action or 

January 22, 1956, annual meeting of Gethsemane Church. 
“That Section 1 of Article IV shall be stricken in its entirety.’ The article 
to be stricken is: ‘““The pastor shall be a minister of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. He shall be a member of The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
the Northwest of the United Lutheran Church in America or become a member 
within a reasonable time. If the Synod refuses to receive him, or if he is 
deposed from the office of the ministry or excluded from the membership of 

the Synod, he automatically ceases to be the pastor.’ 


After considerable discussion the question was called for. On motion _ 


the recommendation of the Trial Committee in the case of the Rev. 
Victor K. Wrigley was adopted by a vote of 229 for; 8 against. Dr. 
George W. Forell requested that his negative vote be recorded. 

Pastor Streich read the following resolution prepared by the Excutive | 
Committee of Synod concerning Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Milwaukee: 

“Having noted the offical acts of Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran Church, ‘Milwaukee, 
Wis., 

a. The Church Council directed the Pastor not to appear before any eeaabidisl it Witadiiel 

investigating committees until further notice from the council, 
_ b. The Congregation approved the action of the Church Council, 

c. The Church Council directed the Pastor to refrain from answering any questions con- 
tained in investigating committee request, 

ection of Synod te the Rev. V. K. 

Wrigley, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that these acts constitute a wilful 

That Synod edmonizh Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran Church to review its actions and 
report the results of its review to the President of Synod within three months of this date. 

That if Gethsemane Church fails to abide by the actions of the Synod, the Executive Com- 
mittee be directed and empowered to determine and enter upon legal or other course of 
action as is deemed proper.” 

Pastor Streich reported that a petition had been given to him, signed 
by 56 members of this congregation, stating their desire to remain loyal 


to the Synod of the Northwest. 


On motion the resolution was unanimously adopted. 

It was moved and seconded that the Synod reject the petition of 
Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, dated Decem- 
ber 26, 1955, in which the congregation asked that the matter be 
referred to the Executive Board of the United Lutheran Chusth in 
America. 

The motion was carried. 
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1956. 
Dn John W. Rilling presented the 


Report of the Trial Conwilies 
the Rev. John H. Gerberding 


For two days your Trial Committee listened to the testimony and evaluated the 
evidence submitted to it in the case of Pastor John H. Gerberding. During that time 


__ the Trial Committee became increasingly aware of obvious confusion, immaturity and 


inconsistencies in Pastor Gerberding’s expression and testimony given before the Exam- 
ining Committee, the Investigating Committee, and the present Trial Committee. 
This lent credence to reports of his “‘irregular and disturbing doctrinal presentations.’ 

Such behaviour does not of itself constitute heresy, yet it cannot be disregarded. Be 
controlled, such irresponsibility could eventually lead to actual heresy. We therefore 
unanimously recommend that proper administrative action be taken by the Synod to 
rectify this offensive situation. 


CHARGE 1. “He denies the divine ae of the Holy Scripture contrary to the 

witness of Scripture to itself and contrary to the Lutheran Confessions.”’ 
_ $ince Pastor Gerberding submitted in writing at the trial the following statement 
of faith: ‘* “The Canonical Books of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of 
God, inspired by the Holy Ghost, the only infallible rule of faith and practice. . . 
by which rule . . . all questions of faith and practice shall be decided,’ this definition 
I affirm, and on this basis I preach, and this use of the Scriptures I teach’’ and again 
at the conclusion of the trial, on direct question reaffirmed this same position, we find 
him not guilty as charged. 


Voted unanimously... 


‘CHARGES 2, 3 and 4: ea ae to Holy Scripture, the Creeds and the Lutheran 
Confessions, he holds and teaches the doctrine of the Virgin Birth is unimportant 
and that it need not be interpreted as literal fact.’’ : 

“He denies, contrary to” oly Scripture and the Confessions, the physical resur- 
rection of Jesus.”’ 

‘He denies, contrary to Holy Scripture and the Confessions, the historicity and 
actuality of the visible ascension of Jesus Christ.”’ 

Inasmuch as Pastor Gerberding asserts that he believes, teaches iat preaches in har- 
mony with the Nicene Creed that Jesus Christ was ‘‘incarnate by the Holy Ghost of 
the hog Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the | 
Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father’ we 
find him not guilty of the above charges. | | 


_ Voted unanimously. 


CHARGE 5: ‘He denies, contrary to Holy Scripture, the: actuality and historicity 
of a number of recorded miracles of Jesus.’’ 

Inasmuch as Pastor Gerberding asserts that he has never denied in his teaching and 
preaching the historicity and actuality of the recorded miracles of Jesus Christ, we 


find him not ‘guilty of this charge. 


Voted unanimously. 


CHARGE 6: ‘‘He denies, contrary to Holy Scripture, the efficacy of intercessory prayer 
except insofar as it leads the petitioner to be active in service of others.” 

Inasmuch as Pastor Gerberding stated to the Trial Committee that he uses the 
General Prayer in the Common Service regularly and without any reservation, and 
inasmuch as he stated that he believes in and uses intercessory prayers, the committee 
does not find him guilty as charged. 


Voted unanimously 


CHARGE 7: “He contrary to Holy and the the sacra- 
mental union in the Lord’s Supper.”’ 
Whereas Pastor Gerberding has stated before this Trial Committee that ie ne 
that in the Lord's — we receive ‘‘the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesue 
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Christ, under the eid and wine given unto us Christians to eat and to diiak: as it 


‘ was instituted by Christ Himself’’ as Pectaned in the Small Catechism, we do not find 


him guilty as here charged. 
Voted unanimously. 


CHARGE 8: “‘He denies, contrary to Holy the that bap- 


tism grants faith to infants.’’ 
Inasmuch as the Church has not spoken with finality and unanimity on this ques- 
tion, the Trial Committee voted unanimously to set aside this charge. 


(Signed) JOHN W. RILLING 
RICHARD A. GAENSLEN 
_ CHRISTIAN T. BREEST 
EDWARD R. WICKLUND 
ARTHUR R. TINGLEY _ 
WM. NIEBLING 
GEORGE W. FORELL 


John Gerberding Statement to the Trial Committee 
In harmony with the Evangelical Lutheran Church I believe and voluntarily sub- 


scribe to the following affirmations of the Christian Faith: 


1. The Canonical Books of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, 
inspired by the Holy Ghost, the only infallible rule of faith and practice . . . by 
which rule . . . all questions of faith and practice shall be decided. 


2. Jesus Christ was “‘incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended 


into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father." 


5 have never denied in my teaching and preaching the historicity and actuality of 
the recorded miracles of Jesus Christ. 


4. I use the General Prayer in the Common Service mganty and without any reserva- 
tion and believe in and use intercessory prayer. 


5. I believe that the Sacrament of the Altar “is the true Body and Blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, given unto us Christians to eat and — 
to drink, as it was instituted by Christ Himself."’ 


( Signed) J . H. GERBERDING 


| | August 29 
Attested 
J. W. RILLING 
RICHARD A. GAENSLEN 
WM. NIEBLING 


EDWARD R. WICKLUND 
ARTHUR R. TINGLEY 
CHRISTIAN T. BREEST 
GEORGE W. FORELL 


It was moved and seconded that the report be adopted. 
Secretary Lundquist read the Statement of Events following the 


‘Trial and certain appeals as follows: 


1. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE TRIAL ; 
a. The Trial Committee recommended ‘‘that proper ihitatnaates action be a 
by the Synod to rectify this offensive situation.” The offensive situation refers 

to “‘obvious confusion, immaturity, and inconsistencies in Pastor Gerberding’s 
expression and testimony given before the Examining ‘Committee, the Investi- 
gating Committee, and the Trial Committee.” | 
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b.. The president of Synod suggested as an sdsnbsieeeniive action that Pastor Gerber- 


ding an his ordination. papers voluntarily. The basis for this suggestion 
was: (1 

Committee called ‘‘an offensive situation.’’ (2) The temporary and voluntary 
deposit of ordination papers is not an unusual procedure. 


c. September 11, 1955, president of Synod met with Pastor Gerberding and 


Council of Holy Cross Church. At this meeting Pastor Gerberding reported 
his unwillingness to accept the suggestion to deposit his ordination papers. 


d. November 13, 1955. Holy Cross congregation accepted the ein of John 


Gerberding, effective December 


2, APPEALS 
a. September 6, 1955, the of the following petition: 


“WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, members of the English Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of the Northwest, do hereby request the president of our Synod and 
the executive committee of our Synod to order a new trial of the case in which 
John Gerberding was charged with deviations from our doctrines, said trial was 
held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on August 30-31, 1955. 

‘“The reasons for this — for a new trial in the case of John Gerber- 


ding are: 


(1) Gross irregularities in the condect of the trial. 
(2) Important new evidence against the accused. 
(G) Conflicting testimony given vial the accused.” 


Voluntarily subscribed to by: ; 


Kenneth A. Hurst 13. Frederick R. Ludwig 25. E. L. Moerke 

Jerome Miller 14. Norman B. Nelson 26. Robert B. Anderson 
Richard A. Gaenslen 15. Frederick A. Marks 27. William B. Downey 
L. T. Riley 16. Karlton W. Wagner 28. Charles L. Barber 

L. Glenn Cloninger 17. Karl Langrock = 29. Charles F. Burmeister 
E. Dean Skow 18. James L. Wilch 30. Paul L. Roth | 
I. R. Kraemer 19. Christian T. Breest 31. Olin Nordsletten 
Charles Luhn 20. David W. Roth G. Wm. Genszler 
Jerome C. Jackson 21. Dar W. Vriesman 33. Wm. Niebling 

James D. Bartsch 22. M.A. Haker 34. A. G. Streich 

H. J. Motz-kus 23. Robert S. Heide 35. Karl W. Brockhaus 
2. Robert L. Bartsch 24. Arno D. Martin is 


20, 1955, the following communication: 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin Conference of the Syaed of the 


— 


Northwest request the president of said Synod to Ise a committee of investi- 


ge as provided by our constitution, Article Section Bh paragraph 3, 


or the following purposes: 


(1) Investigate the statements of John Gerberding on 2, 1955, 
to the Milwaukee Journal. 
‘Pastor Gerberding has said that he accepted the Nicene Creed without 
saying that he wenn the actual physical resurrection or visible 
ascension.’ 
an 


waukee Sentinel, Sept. 2, 1955, 
_ “T have not changed any of my opinions and I have not been asked to.”’ 


(2) Investigate all conflicting doctrinal statements made to the Examining Com- 


mittee of our Synod, the Investigating Committee of our Synod, the Trial 


Committee of our Synod, and public and private statements made after 


the trial was completed. 
(3) Inasmuch as the Trial Committee distoveied * ‘confusion, immaturity and 


inconsistencies in Pastor Gerberding’ S expression” to investigate further — 


to esac the extent of these inconsistencies. 


It would give time to correct by study or otherwise what the Trial 


the statements relative to his investigation and itil made in the Mil-— 
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- Committee in the case of the Rev. John Gerberding, and also that the President of Synod 


122 Milwaukee 
This resolution is to be interpreted as a complaint, to determine whether 
or not John Gerberding 1 has engaged in “‘Preaching or teaching doctrine in con- 
flict with the faith set forth in Article II of this (Synod) constitution.”’ 
(Synod Constitution, Article IX, Section 1, paragraph 1.) 
or if he has engaged in “‘conduct incompatible . . . with the iasiiica of the 
ministerial office." | 


(Article IX, Section 1, paragraph 2, Synod Constitution. ) 
This resolution is adopted. 
PASTOR IRWIN R. KRAEMER, Secretary 
c. November 22, 1955. Executive Committee resolution relating to the petition 


and the Resolution. 
“Resolved, that our reply to the petition and the resolution be that our 


_ interpretation of the Constitution of Synod (Article IX) is that neither the 
executive committee nor the president has, at this point, authority under the 
constitution either to appoint a new committee as requested in the resolution, 
or to order a re-trial as requested in the petition of the 35 pastors.”’ | 


d. It is recommended that the petition and the resolution be received as “appeals” 
and action taken accordingly. 


The Secretary then read the sabes resolution prepared " the 
Executive Committee: 


namely: 


Article II ofjghe Constitution of Synod, 

b. The recommendation of the Trial Committce that administrative action be taken to 
correct the situation of “immaturity, inconsistencies and confusion in his testimony,” 
-_¢ Pastor John Gerberding’s unwillingness to accept the suggestion of the President of Synod 

to deposit ordination certificate voluntarily, 

d. The Petition signed by 35 pastors requ the President of Synod and the Executive 
Committee of Synod to order a new trial 

‘e. The resolution of the Wisconsin Conference adopted September 20, 1955, “to request the 
President of Synod to appoint a committee investigation in the case of John Gerberding 
—said resolution to be interpreted as a complaint,” 

f. The reply of the Executive Committee of Synod November 25, 1955 as follows: ) 
of the Constitution of Synod (Article IX) is that neither the Executive Committee nor 
the President has, at this point, authority under the constitution cither to appoint a new 
committee, as requested in the resolution of the Wisconsin Conference, or to order a 
re-trial, as requested in the petition of the 35 pastors, 

g The resignation of John Gerberding 2s pastor of Holy Cross Church, Menomonee Falls, 

effective December 1, 1955, 

h. The acceptance of secular work by John Gerberding, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the next service of John Gerberding as an ordained minister of 

_ the Church in the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest shall be only 
upon the approval of the Examining Committee of Synod.” 


Motion was made and seconded to adopt the resolution. 
Pastor Edward Day offered the following substitute motion which 


was seconded: 


of the Tole 


and directed by this convention to take the necessary steps toward initiating 
and on 


such other charges as may stand after a fair and thorough new investigation.” 


_ On motion the substitute motion was tabled. | : 
On motion the resolution of the Executive Committee concerning 


John Gerberding was tabled. 
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Pastor Harold Rasmussen submitted the following motion: 


“That it is the sense of this convention that the recommendation of the Trial Committee 
’ concerning administrative action in the case of the Rev. John Gerberding. has been fulfilled.” 


The motion was seconded and carried. 
Dr. Paul Arnesen moved the adoption of the following resolution: 


“That because the love of Christ constraineth us and because we follow our Lord’s com- 
mand that we love one another, we the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest 
hereby resolve, that we reiterate the position of the President of the Synod of the Northwest, 
who on Monday, April 4, 1955 called on Pastor Wrigley and Pastor Crist suggesting that 
these men confer with the members of our Seminary faculty or with any of our pastors in 
whose judgment they have confidence so that their doctrinal differences might be resolved; 
and be it further resolved, that we indicate anew that we would be most happy—yes, we 
would covet—to embrace them into the family of the Northwest Synod if their doctrinal 
these men to this end.” 


The motion was unanimously carried. 
Pastor Dorrance Jensen moved the adoption of the following reso- 
lution: 


“Resolved, that whereas considerable sheeted has been expressed regarding the 
conduct of the recent heresy investigations, this Synod 

1. Commends the Presidents of the Synod and the Wisconsin Conference Sin ade patience, 
tolerance and Christian love exhibited in several conferences with the accused' in an 
attempt to return them to the faith professed by the Synod, © 

2. That this Synod also commends the members of the Examining, Investigating and Trial 
Committees and the prosecution for offering the accused every opportunity to explain 
their positions, for patiently conducting all hearings and trials, for carefully guarding all 
rights of the accused, and for their zeal in protecting the Word of God as confessed 
by the English Evangelical mopman Synod of the Northwest.” | 


The motion was carried. 

A motion to adjourn was carried. ; 

The President formally closed this special convention of the English 
Evangelical. Lutheran Synod of the Northwest according to the pre- 


eeoee order at 9:45 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE L. LUNDQUIST, Secretary 
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EQUALIZATION OF DELEGATES' CONVENTION . 


Congregation 


Albert Lea, Salem ................ $15.00 $55.75 § 
15.00 


Alden, Grace 
Antigo, Calvary ...... ds 
Appleton, Our Saviour ...........-. 
Appleton, Trinity 
Bailey s Harbor, Immanuel........ 
Baraboo, St. Paul 
Bathgate, Immanuel ....... 
Beaver Dam, St. John,....... ye 
Beloit, Atonement ........ 
Billings, Bethlehem Se ers 
Billings, First eee 
Bloomington, St. Luke ..... 
| Burton, St. Paul 
Butte, United ....... 
Calhoun, Reformation ......... a. 
Cannon Falls, First .............. 
Cassville, St. Peter. 
Cedarburg, Advent ............ 
Columbus, St. James 
Crosslake, Minn. ....... 


eee eee eee 


Deephaven, Grace 
Dresden, St. John 
Durham, Bethlehem ........... a. 
Eckman, Trinity 
Fond du Lac, Our Saviour........ 
Ft. Atkinson, Trinity ....... 
Glenburn, Trinity ......... 
Goodhue, St. Luke ................ 
Grand Forks, St. Mark ........... 
Great Falls, St. John 
Green Bay, Resurrection ..... 
Hales Corners, Whitnall Pk. ..... 
Hartford, Redeemer ........++++:: 
Hopkins, St. Paul 
Horicom, ZiOM 
Janesville, 
Jefferson, St. Mark 
Kenosha, Grace .......-- 
Killdeer, St. John ....... 
La Crosse, Good Shepherd.......: 
La Crosse, Holy Trinity.......... 
Lakeville, St. John 
Lancaster, Christ 
Lansford, Trinity ..... 
Lindstrom, Trinity ...... 
Livingston, Redeemer ............ 
Long Lake, Trinity ... 
Madison, Luther Mem. ......... 
Madison, St. Matthew .. 
Mahtomedi, St. Andrew .......... 
Marinette, St. James ......... “eas 
Marshall, Holy Trinity ........... 
Medicine Lake, Mt. Olivet......... 
Menasha, St. Timothy ........... 
Menominee, Emanuel ........ ene 
Menomonee Falls, Holy Cross..... 
Milwaukee 
Bay Shore 
Epiphany 
Fox Point .... 
GetRSCMANe 
Umcarmation 
Jackson Park 
PAPER 
Nativity 
Pentecost 
Redeemer 
Resurrection 
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Congregation Clergy 
South Side Redeemer ...... 
Minneapolis, | | 
Holy. Communion haves 28 .00 
Redeemer eee 28 .53 
Richfield ce ees eee ee eee .. 
St. Andrew ..... . 28.53 
Monona Village, St. Stephen . 28.20 
Mukwonago, Mt. Olive ......... 
Phillips, St. John *e * 26.55 
Pinewood, Cross of Glory. 46.50 
Racine, Atonement ............. -. 18.00 
Racine, Mt. Plengsant 
Rocky Boy, Montana ...........:. 00 
St. Louis 
 §t. Paul | 
Mound’s View Live 
Savage, St. James ........ 
Spring Park, Shepherd 55.00 
Superior. Holy Trinity .......... 75.00 
Walworth, Faith ..... 21.25 
Wauwatosa, 
West Allis, 


White Bear, St. 41,30 
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Congregation Lay Total : ot gation Synod 
Winona, Faith ................... 26.99 65.99 


$4263.27 $3067.36 $7330.63 $8141.05 $3300.00 $41 


The United Lutheran Church Women 
of the 


Recaiatocnd EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 


REPORT TO SYNOD 


It is with a deep sense of gratitude to Almighty God for His many blessings be-— 
stowed upon the women of Northwest nyse: et we submit the following report: 


National Convention 


In October, 1955, at the National Triennial Convention, important and significant 
changes were made in the official woman's organization of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. 422 delegates, representing 128,000 members of the organization voted 
to change their name to United Lutheran Church Women. 26 delegates represented 
the Northwest Synod, 

A million dollar budget for the triennium was also adopted. These funds are 
allocated to the Boards of the United Lutheran Church to financially aid in the world- 
wide task of the Church. 


Board Members 

Mrs. M. F. Rheingans was reelected as treasurer of the General Organization. Mrs. 
L. Glenn Cloninger, Mrs. Carl Fagerlin and Mrs. Wm. S. Chandler were elected 
members to the General Board. | 

New Structure 

The promotion of the work of United Lutheran Church Women is now carried 
on through one common organizational pattern at National, Synodical, Conference 
and Local levels. This simplified structure functions through four major committees: 
Membership, Education, Christian Service and Offerings. 


In order to interpret the pattern to the local organizations, area presentations have 
been made to more than 1,600 women in Northwest Synod. 


Purpose 
While the name and structure of operation has been domont. the purpose of United 
Lutheran Church Women remains the same, namely: 


1. To disseminate missionary information 

2. To promote missionary education 

3. To financially aid the missionary operations of the church ee its regular 
established boards. 


Northwest Synod | 

In Northwest Synod, 9,093 women are members of United Lutheran Church 
Women. This is only one-third of the potential membership of 27,028 women. Dur- 
ing the past year, 1,370 new members and 7 new groups weft added to our organi- 
zation. At present there are 175 societies in 150 congregations. 
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Finance 


Since our fiscal wi statistical year ends in June in accord with the United Lutheran 
Church in America, the following figures are for 1955. The total receipts for 1955 
were $49,817.81. This is an increase of $1,509 for the year. $21,450 was given: 
through Thank Offering. 1,148 boxes, with a value of about $15,000 were packed 
for Home and Foreign Missions, Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Welfare. 


"$200 Scholarships 


In order to encourage young women to enter Christian Life Service, Northwest 
Synod offers a $200 scholarship to any young woman who enters such service. Dur- 
ing the past year, two young women have availed themselves of this scholarship. 


To carry out the educational purpose of United Lutheran Church Women to ac- 
quaint its members with all pe of Christian work, the General Organization has 
prepared much fine material for the use of its members. | 

ore than 1,600 members attended Mission Study classes. Here they were chal-_ 
lenged with the study of the American Indian and ‘“‘This Revolutionary Age.’’ 32,000 
pieces of ‘“‘free’’ literature and $1,169 of literature was purchased. About one-third 
of the members are subscribers to the official magazine Lutheran Woman's Work. 
About 4,000 women used the daily devotions to deepen their — lives. Over | 
3,000 women attended the Week of Prayer. | 


Missionary 


Northwest Synod is privileged to assume the full support of Mrs. Jomes (Miriam 
Treon) Miller, Missionary to Liberia. During October, Mrs. Miller attended each 
Conference convention to report on and interest the women in the Liberian Field. 

$1,500 was given to the support of Nationals and Scholarships. $3,000 was 


allocated for Rocky Boy Mission. | 


Convention 


On tember 23 and 24, the 1956 Synodical Convention of United Lutheran 
Church Women will be held at Lake Park Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wis.—The | 


Rev. Frederick R. Ludwig, pastor. 
Miss Edith Eykamp, Missionary to India, and Miss Josephine Darmstaetter, assist- 


ant executive secretary of the General Organization, will be guest speakers. 
The theme of the convention will be ‘Seek Ye First the Kingdom.’’ All pastors 
are cordially invited to attend this meeting. | 


We wish to express our deepest gratitude to the many pastors who have given 
United Lutheran Church Women constant encouragement and support. For the 
splendid publicity given in the Synodical Bulletin and local Church papers—we are 


y grateful. 
ay we continue through this fine cooperation to serve our Master in the extension 


- of His Kingdom that ° ‘Thy Way May Be Known Upon Earth, Thy Saving Health 
Among All Nations.”’ 
Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) .MRS. WM. S. (VIOLA) CHANDLEP, President | 
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STATISTICAL REPORT 


The Statistical Report of the United Lutheran Church Women. of the Synod of 
the Northwest, for the year ending June 30, 1956. 


138 Congregations having ULCW in the 157 congregations of the 1c Synod 
167 Societies organized before June 30, 1955. 
9 Societies organized since June 30, 1999. 
176 Total number of Societies. 
Total membership 8,669. 


994 new members received during the year and 9 new societies. 


a | Mission Study Records show the following study classes including - at least four 
hours of study: 


64 Home Mission Study groups. 
61 Foreign Mission Study groups. 


op sEe : Book Review or Group Discussion groups of less than four hours a: 
72 Home Theme 

69 Foreign Theme 

29 Societies participating in Congregaticnal Study. 

eg | 63 Societies using program booklets. 


i r | 107 Societies observed the Week of Prayer with 308 meetings held. 
a | 137 Societies observed the World Day of Prayer. 


 eeete Were 3,541 subscriptions to Lutheran Women’s Work, with 2 societies on 
the magazine honor roll (a subscription list equal to the membership) . 


-~ 110 Societies held Public Thank Offering Services. 

ee! 85 Societies are now using the Unified Plan of organization (WOC). or one 
Wey women’s society in the church. 

Nee 77 Societies planned meetings for prospective members, and 166 groups personally 
at invited prospective members to regular meetings. 


In the Christian Service Department: — ? 


Bog 135 Societies engaged in church related activities in congregation or Someta: 
ae 110 Societies engaged in service activities related to the conference or hee 

Bae | 124 Societies engaged in service activities related to fields poem by U 

Respectfully submitted, | 

(Signed) MRS. EMMETT ERICKSON, Statistical Secretary 
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Parochial Report of the Synod of the Northwest 


For the Calendar Year Ending December 31, 1955 


(Lists of pastors and secretaries revised to date of printing) 
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CLERICAL REGISTER 


Names and Addresses Telephone Conference 
Ahlen, A. C. M., Ph.D., 3000 16th Ave, S., Minneapolis 7, Minn..........FE 8-7603—Central 


Anderson, Edgar A., 228 E. Maple St., Beaver Dam, Wis......... Turner 5-3896—Wisconsin 
Anderson, John W., Luth, Mission, Monrovia, Liberia... Central 
Anderson, Robert B., 2863 N. Grant Blvd., Milwaukee 10, Wis.......HI 4-0440—Wisconsin 


Archie, David, 5700 Ww. 70th St., Minneapolis 10, Minn... WE 9-5197—Central 


, Leif H., 4534 Wentwérth Ave., Minneapolis 9, Mi... LO 7252—Central 
Barber, Charles L., 554 N. 107th St. Milwaukee 13, 
Bartels, Robert A., 18 W. 60th St., Minneapolis 19, Minn..................L0 8220=Central 
Bartsch, James D., 2243 N, 118th St., Wauwatosa 13, Wis...........GL 3-7680—Wisconsin 
Bartsch, Robert L., 5676 N. 33rd St., Milwaukee 9, Wis...............HO 6-0886—Wisconsin 
Beaver, Keith W., 4550 S. 76th St., Milwaukee, Wis............0....ee.seee00++es Wisconsin 


Belgum, David, Ph.D., 7538 Grand Ave. Minneapolis 19, Minn......FE 8-7693—Central 
Berg, Frank A., Owatonna, ss Wisconsin 
Bishop, Patil E., D.D., 2310 Stevens Ave., Minneapolis 4, Minn.......FE 6-8301—Wisconsin 
Breest, C. T., 4000 N. 40th St., Milwaukee 16, Wis....................UP 3-9843— Wisconsin 
Brockhaus, Karl w., 320 W. Center St., Cedarburg, Wis. 


Burmeister, Chas. 1402 Main St., Marinette, ees 2 B882—Wisconsin 


Campbell, Archie N., 1425 Sth St. Fargo, N. -2-3054—Western 
Carlson, Harold B., 567 Bidwell St., St. Paul 7, Minn...................CA 5-4141—Central 
Christy, W. P., D.D., 1967 Kenwood Pkwy., Minneapolis 5, Minn.......FR 7-9106—Central 
Clark, Forrest J., 126 8. 6th St., Livingston, Mont...............++.0++++++-602R—Western 
Clement, C. James, 108 S. Main St., Walworth, WIR... 
Cloninger, L. Glenn, 322 Carroll St., Waukesha, “......... 7-7651—W isconsin 


Cooper, Wm. H., 2806 W. Lake of Isles Bivd., Minneapolis 16, Minn.....FE 8-7603—Central 


Currens, Wilbur C., 4100 Toledo Ave. 8,, St. Louis Park 26, Minn.......WA 6-3552—Central 
Day, Edward A., 2050 Stanford Ave. St. Paul 5, Minn..................M19-8150—Central 
Dehaan, John E., Rocky Boy Rte., Box Blder, Montana.......................... Western 
Dion, Wm. S., 5825 27th Ave. S., Minneapolis 17, Minn...................PA 2-9450—Central 
Doering, R. B., 233 Bayley Ave., Pisiteville, 
Dorn, Roy V., 882 Sth St., Minot, N. Western 
Downey, Wm. B., 7448 N. Santa Monica Bivd.,, Milwaukee 11, Wis....FL 2-8300—Wisconsin 
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Dressler, Geo. E., 115 N. Washington, Albert Lea, Minn........... se e2184—Central 


Dressler, Jonas H., D.D., 2201 Humboldt Ave. 8., Minneapolis 5, Minn... FR 7-2585—Central 
Dumke, Paul F., 610 W. Sth St., Zumbrota, Minn...............0...00eee0e++ + -208—Central 


Eckhoff, Carl, Good Samaritan Home, Mason City, Central 
Bgler, Harvey H. W., 220 Garfield St., Winnipeg, Manitoba..............743148—Western 
Engdahl, David E., 5152 27th Ave. 8., Minneapolis 6, Minn......... ..PA 4-6843—Central 
Fagertiu, Cart W., Bon Mound, Miwa. .1380—Central. 
Erickson, Douglas E., 48 Rd. 12, Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaya...............Western 
Fedders, John F., D.D., Box 66, Maitland, Fla...........0.esceeeeeeeeseeeeeeeess Wisconsin 
Fellows, Robert E., 303 W. Broadway, Butte, Mont........... .2-0534—Western 


Feustel, Paul E., 311 E. Walnut St., Horicon, Wis....................HU 5-2068—Wisconsin — 


Frank, Alfred O., 1024 Laurel Ave., St. Paul 4, Minn..................,CA 5-4141—Central 


Franke, Lloyd W., Rte. 2, Hales Corners, WI... eee GA 1-0181—Wisconsin 


Franke, Merle G., 3006 Atwood Dr., Minneapolis 26, Minn...............0.0.005+-++-Central 


Frits, Earl, 1025 University Ave., Madison 5, Wis.............. . 5-6538— Wisconsin 
Furney, Michael D., 636 Elwood Ave. N., Minneapolis 11, Minn........ . ..CH 0264—Central 


Gaenslen, Richard A., 920 8. Georges Ave., Milwaukee 14, Wis........SU 2-8875—Wisconsin 
Gallup, Wesley, 4627 N. Larkin St., Milwaukee, Wis...:. ED 2-1435—Wisconsin 
Genszler, G. Wm., 2418 N. 13th St., Sheboygan, Wis..........Glencourt 2-5523—Wisconsin 
Gerberding, Geo. H., Rte. 3, Box 267, Waysata, 7-2746—Central 
Gerberding, John H., 1251 8. Madison St., Lancaster, Wisconsin 


Gerberding, Milo W., 2562 Westview Terr., St. Louis Park 26, Minn.,.OR 5-8604—Central | 


Gerberding, R. H., D.D., 231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y....... Lex. 2-3410—Central 
Girod, Robt. W., Polar, 8-9206—Wisconsin 
Graf, Paul L., D.D., 2730 E. 3ist St., Minneapolis 6, Minn.,...........PA-9-8358—Central 
Grant, Chas. L., D.D., 610 Aurora Ave., St. Paul 3, Minn,............+..CA 6-3025—Central 
Groth, R. W., 122 10th Ave. N., West Bend, es Wisconsin 
| Gruhn, Harold W., 2000 8. Layton Blvd., Milwaukee 15, Wis.........MI5-5837—Wisconsin 
Gustafson, Donald, 666 4th Ave. N., Fargo, N. 8808—Western 
Haker, Milton A., 1530 S. 74th St., Milwaukee 14, Wis...... Tere! GR 4-4664— Wisconsin 
“Hansen, Finn H., 119 Washington Ave., Madison, 

Hansen, Rodney V., 728-W. 4th St., Red Wing, 9181—Central 
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146 Milwaukee 
Names and Addresses Telephone Conference 
Hasselquist, Eugene, 317 13th St., Great Falls, Mont.......................2-4785—Western 
Heglund, Franklin C., 625 School Court, Menasha, 2-7373— Wisconsin 
Heide, Robert S., Rte. 4, Brookwood, Kenosha, Wisconsin 
Henderson, Alan J., 720 6th St., Baraboo, WAR, isconsin 
Hornburg, Chas. W., Box 61, Hales Corners, Wis.................++.HA5-1169—Wisconsin 
Host, Warren Z., 1618 W. Hadley St., Milwaukee 6, ~  ee 
Hurst, Kenneth A., S.T.M., D.D., 2000 Carmel Ave., Racine, Wis.....ME 2-4757— Wisconsin 
Ipsen, Carl L., 1921 Adams St., Two Rivers, -4-1555—Wisconsin 
Joan, Jerome C., 1512 N. Meade St., Appleton, Wis................RE 4-6896— Wisconsin 
Jacobson, J. Woodrow, 2423 N. St., Kenosha, Wisconsin 
Jacobson, Luther H., Baileys Harbor, Wisconsin 
Jacobson, Robert, 809 E. 98th St., Bloomington 20, Minu...............8O 1-9244—Central 
Jensen, Dorrance N., Rte. 1, Box 902, Muskego, Wis..........Big Bend 3-2261—Wisconsin 
Kaatrud, Paul G., Luther Hill Parish House, Racine, Wis..........ME 2-4747—Wisconsin 
Kindem, Ingolf B., 209 S. Allen St., Appleton, Wis................+..+s+.3-6242—Wisconsin 
Kloese, Bruce G., 136 N. Antoinette St., Green Bay, Wis................7-1460—Wisconsin 
Knox, Howard, 131 S. Tyler, Lancanster, WIS... Green—Wisconsin 
Roehier, Geo. C., 928 Walnut St., Bau Claire, Wis... Cemtral 
Koester, Chas., 211 Henry St., Mukwonago, Wis.........................+.1705—Wisconsin 
Kolbo, Dewaine, Box 151, Spring Park, Minn......................+.++-GR 18213—Central 
Kraemer, I. R., 2612 W. Auer Ave., Milwaukee 6, Wis................HI 4-6055—Wisconsin 
Kugler, Robert F., 4675 Hodgson Rd., St. Paul 13, Minn................. IV 4-1891—Central 
Langrock, Karl, 2647 N. Stowell Ave., Milwaukee 11, Wis............WO 2-6200—Wisconsin 
Law, Robert M., Rampachodavaram, E. Godavari Dist., India..................Wiseonsin 
Lee, A. P., 1398 Grantham St., St. Paul 8, Minn........................MI6-8738—Central 
Lewis, Paul L., Luth. Mission, Monrovia, Liberia, Africa..........................Central 
Lindemann, Gordon 0O., 3114 W. 49th St., Minneapolis 10, Minn........WA 2-0215—Central 
Ludwig, Frederick R., 2101 E. Newberry Blvd., Milwaukee 11, Wis... WO 2-6200—Wisconsin 
Luhn, Charles, 209 S. Allen St., Appleton, -3-6242—Central 
Lund, Clarence B., 2310 Stevens Ave., Minneapolis 4, Minn.............. FE 6-8301—Central 
Lundquist, Geo. L., 3045 Texas Ave., St. Louis Pk. 26, Minn...........WE 8-7043—Central 
Malin, A. W., 824 Monroe St., Jefferson, Wis...........+...<ss«ss-s0++++..584W—Wisconsin 
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Names and Addresses 7 Telephone Conference 
Marks, Frederick A., Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 
‘-Marlatte, J, F., D.D., 419 Newton Ave. N., Minneapolis 5, Minn....... .. .FE 8-1608—Central 
Martin, Arno D., 400 N. 73rd St., Milwaukee 13, Wis........ .seeeee+GR 6-18538— Wisconsin 


Mattes, Jarvie, 3124 8. 27th St., La Crosse, + 
Mayer, Frank J., Killdeer, N. 
| McCreary, Geo. B., D.D., 2310 Stevens Ave., Minneapolis 4, Minn.....FE 6-8301—Wisconsin 
-Metzker, John G., 5472 Adams St., New Brighton, Minn....... BU 4-2528—Central 


Midland, Arthur B., 5511 W. Lloyd St., Milwaukee 8, Wis............ GR 6-3189— Wisconsin 
Miller, Jerome, 1320 Deane Blvd., Racine, ....ME 3-6537—Wisconsin 
Moede, Arnold P., Luth. Mission, Monrovia, Liberia, Astin... es Central 
Moeller, Geo. (Maj.), HQ., 3650th Milit. Trng. Wg., Sampson AFB, Geneva, N. Y...Central 
Moerke, E. L., 1510 W. Keefe Ave., Milwaukee 6, Wis.............+. FR 2-1600—Wisconsin 
Moll, Edwin, D.D., 231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y.........ceccccceeeevees Wisconsin 
Motz-kus, Herbert J., 710 5th Bt, 131W— Wisconsin 
Myers, Donovan A., Cannon Falls, Minn..... 325J—Central 
Nelson, James, 803 Clermont St., Antigo, .. .8-3333— Wisconsin 
Nelson, Waldemar H., 805 Greenway Rd., Madison 4, Witt. cess CH 4-9305— Wisconsin 
Nerenz, Kenneth L., 702 Dewitt, Portes... is cx ... Wisconsin 
Neuhardt, Emil, 5229 44th Ave. S., Minneapolis 6, Minn....... ee PA 9-5962—Central 
Niebling, Wm., 1720 N. 75th St.. SP 4-0442— Wisconsin 
Obenauf, Paul F., 3754 Huntington Ave., St. Louis Park 16, Minn..,..WA 6-3435—Central 
Opem, P. Frederick, 50 E. Loos St., Hartford, 
Overdier, Geo. M., Phillips, Wik... 


- Pauling, Chandler F., 2989 Humboldt Ave. N., Minneapolis 11, Minn...........,..Central 


Peterson, Gerald, Fifty Lakes Route, Pine Biver, Mimi. 
Peterson, Harold E., 1625 W. Old Shakopee Rd., Minneapolis 20, Minn,...SO 1-7737—Central 


Peterson, John E., Chaplain, Hq. 81st Chem. Group, Ft. Bragg, N. C....... eeenCuss Central 
Primley, James W., 3145 40th Ave. S., Minneapolis 6, Minn............. PA 4-8981—-Central 
Puls, Chas. 1021 University Ave., Madison 5, Wis..............5-6588— Wisconsin 


Rasmussen, H. T., D.D., 5837 2nd Ave. S., Minneapolis 19, Minn:........L0 1812—Central 
Raun, James J., Ph.D., 2220 Vincent Ave. N., Minneapolis 11, Minn....FE 8-7603—Central 
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Reed, R. B., 3130 Buchanan St. N. E., Minneapolis 18, 1-1954—-Central 
Rees, Theodore S., 1407 Margaret St. N. E., St. Paul 9, Minn...........VI 7-3205—Central 
Reinke, sPentantek W., c/o Our Saviour’s Luth. Ch., Fond du Lac, Wis.............Central 
Rex, Harrison C., 528 N. Garfield Ave., Janesville, Wis...............PL 4-6726—Wisconsin 
Rice, Howard A., Box 181, McFarland, Wisconsin 


Riechers, Donald, Chaplain, inaeg 3345th Tech. erg We., Chanute AF Base, 


Riley, Loyal T., 4768 N. Cumberland Bivd., Milwaukee 11, Wis.......ED 2-6436—Wisconsin 
Rilling, John W., S.T.M., D.D., 14 E. 49th St., Minneapolis 9, Minn.......GI 1701—Central 
Roth, Carl C., D.D., 1422 6th St., Beloit, Wis........... 2.5275 —Wisconsin 
Roth, David C., 1905 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee 3, WE 3-9141— Wisconsin 
_— (Maj.) Sta. Com. Det. 7831 AU, TFOD, APO 287, 


Roth, John 
New York, 


_ Roth, Paul H., D.D., 2827 Girard Ave. N., Minneapolis 11, Minn..........CH 1838—Central 
Roth, Paul L., 3904 Tist St., Kenosha, Wis.................+.s+0+++++OL 2-0220—Wisconsin 
Roth, Paul W., D.D., 2625 N. 2nd St., Milwaukee 12, WIS... eee» Wisconsin | 


A Roth, Samuel H., 111 W. North Water St., Neenah, Wis..............PA 2-9501—Wisconsin 


Sandgren, Ralph C., 1504 Lewis Ave., Billings, Mont..............6...ceeeeeeeeess Western 
Sandness, Trevor, 4744 15th Ave. S., Minneapolis 7, Minn.................LO 1543—Central 
Schmidt, Karl, 1615 S. 10th St. W., Missoula, Mont...............0..eeeeeeeeeeeess Western 
Schmidt, Robert C., 104 S. Broad St., Elkhorn, 
Schneider, Donald, Sepulveda, 
Schnorr, Clarence G., 2812 14th St., Menominee, Mich......................3481—Wisconsin 
Schulz, John H., 523 Cedar St., Wisconsin Dells, Wis......................4501—Wisconsin 
Schumell, John H., 3701 Van Dyke St., White Bear 10, ....GA 9-2880—Central 


Seebach, Harvey C., 5526 Rockford Rd., Robbinsdale 22, Minn.......... OR 7-6879—Central 
Shannon, John P., 2403 Ash St., Billings, Mont.......... 4-49383—Western 
Shelhart, Dwight H., 125% Cherry Ave., Oshkosh, Wis............ bavea ST 5358— Wisconsin 


Shoemaker, Bryce W., Ph.D., 2423 W. 22nd St., Minneapolis 5, Minn....FR 7-1175—Central 


Sigurgeirson, 8S. J., 2307 E. Superior St., Duluth 5, Minn.......... RA 4-3711—Central 
Simonds, John H., 2026 Hammond Ave., Superior, a a 4-6319—Central 
Skow, Elisworth D., 508 N. Grand Ave., Waukesha, Wis.............. LI 7-7651—Wisconsin 
Stecker, B. J., 33 E. 9th St., Fond du Lac, Wis....................+....--2831—Wisconsin 


Stilwell, Arnold B., Jr.. Chaplain, Hq. 3380th Tech. Trng. We., 


Stine, Lester L., 1455 E. Larpenteur, St. Paul 6, Minn,.....+.s0ss..0¢+0+V1 9-9574—Central 
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Names and Addresses | Telephone Conference 
Stoffel, Harold N., 900 8. 20th La Crosse, 

'Strautmanis, V., 266 Ellis St., Fond du Lac, Wis........ 
Streich, Amos G., 5226 W. Burleigh St., Milwaukee 10, Wis..........H15-2606—Wisconsin _— 
Tingley, Arthur R., 200 N. Commercial St., Neenah, Wis............ PA 2-9591—Wisconsin 
Ulrich, Louis E., 315 Cambridge St., Grand Forks, N. D........... peeeog, Saree 4-7331—-Central 
‘Vavrin, Frank O., Chaplain (Capt.), s07th Med. Ba, Pt. Drags, Ni iss ... Wisconsin 
Vriesman, Dar, Long Lake, Minn... .....GReenwood 3-6800—Central 
Wagner, Kariton W., 7615 Milwaukee Ave., Wauwatosa, Wis......... SP 4-0442— Wisconsin 

Weeden, Robert D., 2806 Root River Pkwy., West. Allis, Wis.......... LI 3-2458— Wisconsin 
Wetzler, Paul L., D.D., 610 W. 28th St., Minneapolis 8, Minn..../...... _.RE 6101—Central 
Wicklund, Edward R., 934 Mahtomedi Ave., Mahtomedi 10, Minn.......GA 6-3380—Central 
Wicklund, Wilbur E., 10815 W. Wisiriietis Ave., Milwaukee 16, Wis...HO 6-4830—Wisconsin 
Wickoren, Wayne H., 2730 E. 31st St., Minneapolis 6, Minn............. PA 9 -8358— Central 

Wilch, James, 339 Delafield, Waukesha, Wis...... LI 7-8213— Wisconsin 

Williams, Wm. W., 3414 Xerxes Ave. N., Minneapolis Mink... CH 8624—Central 
Zaudtke, Lloyd, 1104 N. 5th St., Saree, 8395— Western 
Zaudtke, Ronald, Rodriguez 329, Tandil, F. C. Roca, Argentina................00. Central 
Zemlick, Warren F., 2865 8. Sist St., Milwaukee 15, Wis.............BV 3-8254—Wisconsin 


Zinck, A. A., D.D., 8.T.D., 2101 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee 3....WE 3-9141—Wisconsin 
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Accessions: 
14-15 
12-14 
Addresses: 


Amendments Proposed : 
Synod Constitution ......... ‘ad. 70 


ULCA Constitution ....45, 69, 70 
Model Constitution ......... 70-77 
Audit, Treasurer’s Account..... 489 
Carthage, College Report ....... 45-50 
Common Investment Fund ........ 89 
Conferences, Report on ..... . .102-103 
Convention Committees ........ 27-28 
Convention, Time and Place of 
108 and Cover II 
Directory of Synod....... .5-7 
Elections: 
Board and 56, 68 
Conference Officers . .68, 69, 102, 103 
Presidemt ...... .:. 
Elective Procedures...... 16-17, 70, 91 
Home Missions Report......... 92-98 
Memorael Service 45 
Reports of Officers and Boards: 
102-103 
Executive Committee . .41-45, 66-68 
Directors of Seminary ....... 28-30 
Treasurer of Seminary ....... 30-33 


Parish Education Secretary ... . 62-66 


Stewardship Secretary ........ 40-41 
Synodical Missionary ...... .99-100 
Reports of Committees: 
104 
52 


College Planning ... 1G. 50-52 


Reports of Committees (Continued) : 


.. 17, 45, 69-77 
Elections ..... 56, 68, 69, 102, 103 
Examining ..... 14-15, 16, 109-110 
..... x. 41 -45, 66-68, 69 
106 
103-104 
42 
105 
Reception of Congregations... . 12-14 
ee 107- 108 
9] 
90 
Students for Ministry .......... ae 
Students in Non-Lutheran 
104 
Youth and Christian 
Resolution—Gethsemane Church. . 68-69 
Sessions: 
35 
Wednesday Morning .......... 35 
Wednesday Afternoon ......... 45 
Wednesday Evening ........... 55 
56 
Thursday Afternoon .......... 68 
Special Convention—Trials .. .109-123 
Statistics: 
Church Extension Loans ..... 96-98 
Convention Expense ....... 124-126 
Parochial Keports .......... 129-143 | 
Stewardship Booklet Account. . 38-40 
United Lutheran Church Women | 
126-127 
129 
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